Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on Hbrary shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http : //books . google . com/| 



?5--i/ 



-^3^fit 



ya//m^ _ ^^^wa>f 







I 

i 



r 



vKW YORK 

LIBRARY 



i^ 



\ .'-'To^x i.t:nox i-ND^, 



lt\ 



'./iCii^Jc^''QjLyJ,. 






SOME ACCOUNT 



id Ute Fdlow ol Trinity College, 



FKINTBD FOX SHXKWOOD, MEELY, AND JONES, PATEBNQSTEB BOW; 

AND JOHN BATCHARD, nCCAPILLY. 

1816, 



" At est bonus, ut melior vlr 
Nod alias qaisqaam/* 

*< Meus divioior atqae os 
Magna somaturum." 

** Commisisse cavet, qux mox mtitare laborct.'* 

*< Qualis ab incepto/' 



*' Be THOtr AN EXAMPLE OF THE BELIEVERS, IN WORD, IN CON* 
TERSATION, IN CHARITY, IN SPIRIT, IN FAITH, IN PURITY." 

1 Tim. iv. 12. 

" I WILL GIVE YOU A MOUTH AND WISDOM.'* 

Luke xxi. 15. " 



** Heal the sick^ cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast 

[JT devils." 

Matt, X. 8. 

*' When a man's ways please the lord, he maketh even his 
lemies to be at peace with him." 

Prov. XV i. 7* 

*' Thou shalt rest and stand in thy lot at the end of the 

Dan. xii. 13. 



days." 



r 



Co By Printer^ Little Carter Lane, London. 



' > r » » f ^-^v 




PREFACE. 






At length I redeem my pledge, by 
publi^ing a memoir of my beloved 
a^ad most esteemed Friend ! 
: When, on the solemn occasion of 
his interment, I yielded to the re^ 
qUert of a monrning band of clergy- 
men ivho liad Walked before his 
)!«»»*. I hftd a rery i«adeqaate 
oo|i0eption of the difficulties in 
lifllich my engagement would in^ 
t«iye^ me. My s^aiity matermFs 
]|at^ not been procured without 
»Q!me expense of time and pains; 
9tid:my numerous arocations, stated 
and; iticideBrtal, have so retarded 
the progress of my work as nearly 
i» j^ree tqpon ^o^ the conclusion^ 
tIM { ¥ras wroM^ inundevtaking it 



IV PREFACE. 

More than once I would gladly 
have committed the task into other 
hands ; hut an unwillingness to re- 
linquish it, arising from various 
motives which the reader will rea- 
dily comprehend, kept it fast in 
my own. The parochial minister 
of an extensive charge in a popu- 
lous town has no business, I am 
much inclined to say, to commence 
author: but, if this " greatness be 
thrust upon him," may he not hope 
that his situation shall be allowed 
to furnish some excuse for a delay 
which would otherwise be unpar- 
donable, and for some faults and 
imperfections in his work, which 
might be visited heavily on one 
who has less to do ? Methinks it 
should mitigate censure, if it may 
not wholly repress it. 

I owe acknowledgments to many 
friends for the kindness with which 
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preface; V 

they have afforded me informiation ; 
and I must request all those who 
haye favoured me with communi- 
cations, to receive this public as- 
surance of my sincere respect and 
gratitude. 

My design seemed naturally to open 
itself into four leading particulars^ 

the LIFE MINISTRY— ^WRITINGS— ^ 

and CHARACTER of Mr. Robinson. A 
correct view of his character must 
be formed out of the consideration 
of the previous materials ; and by 
way of making these more com* 
plete, and that our conclusions may 
be formed on just and sufficient 
data^ I have inserted some of his 
familiar letters : for which I feel 
myself particularly indebted to the 
kindness of those near and dear 
friends who supplied me with them. 
These, if I mistake not, will be read 



ri ntBFikCE. 

with peeuUd.r interest^ and will b^ 
c0iAsidered bs by &r the most va* 
Ittikhle part of the volume. 

Ib tracing the incidents of his 
)ii^, I have not followed a strict 
chronological series, but have pur- 
pled sfibjects rather than the course 
of events. For instaikce, haying 
oceanon t«r-^eak of the repeal of 
Ihe Test Act at p. 126, 1 have put 
d<vwn all which Mr. Robinson did 
in the c^rse of his ministry, con* 
i^ctod with that sul:yect. Having 
qoea^ion to ^eak oi the Abolitioii 
^fthe ^Ve Trade at p. 134, I 
have pjursued the same course. 
3i,viag mentioned his marriage at 
p^ 9], I have related all which I 
8^ it iiecessary to state respecting 
^hai cdnnection. 
.! I have preferred the geaeral 

m^ of *^ SOMB itCCQUNT** to QD0 



flibre expiHoit; as gdi^iag'ttiie 'ik^ 
privilege of eoiiii^eheiiding aiiy 
tbihg and e^ety thing whieh^^ 
might be enabled atitd inclined '^t6 
introdace, without binding me to^a 
complete and specific desig^. . 1 
tiare collected what I could, ciiliid 
have stated what I belieye to b^ 
the most important particulars re- 
specting my honoured brother; but 
I am lar from undertaking to say, 
that more and better may not itv^ti 
jici be added. 

i: A n^te at p. 6^ contafms air^x- 
ptielt apolo^ ibi* any'mairtiieiii of 
j^aoesvor pevsons v^hioh 'may erstitQ 
paiiif^ or displeasure but I idafinuit 
test satisfied till' i hav^ in 'the '^*^ 
Imtset, roqoested eFei>yareaidert^<b6 
asstir^dy^hait Ishall.faffitruly gvievigd 
if I ttafrnxBHsofdi aim \ expression ih ! an^ 
part of the volume, which may of- 
. fend the most • delicate feelings. 
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The task 1 haye executed had its 
difficulties in this kind also: but 
the conciousness that 1 was stating 
truth, and was stating it without the 
least intention of inflicting a wound 
any where, has made me bold in 
encountering the obloquy which 
such statements may possibly excite. 
It has been chiefly my aim to be 
useful; to improve the matter which 
I had occasion to bring forth. , I 
trust I have not wholly &iled in 
prosecuting this object; and I am 
cheered by the hope that, however 
iaulty and defective the execution 
of my work may be, it is not pos- 
sible that the developement of so 
truly estimable a character can be 
made without its important and 
substantial uses. May it please 
God to sanctify and prosper it! 



E. T. VAUGHAN. 



Leicester^ 
Marc* 17i 1815* 
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1 HE all-wise God has proved his title to 
this name by the infinite variety as well as 
vastness of his works. He records it on the 
leaves of trees, of which scarcely any two 
are exactly alike ; on the faces of the brutes, 
of which those most nearly resembling each 
other have their marked differences ; in the 
dissimilitudes of the human body which pre- 
serve a distinctness amongst the nearest re- 
lations ; and in the infinite forms and colours 
of the human mind; of which it is not pre- 
sumptuous to say, that no two individuals 
precisely co-incident in all points of intellect 
and character, have existed since the cre- 
ation of our species. 

What we trace in the works of providence, 
we might well expect to discover in the 

b2 
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operations of divine grace. If there be 
those distinguishing varieties in the human 
form, and in the natural constitution of the 
human mind, we shall look for them in the 
communication of spiritual influences. 

God is styled in scripture* " the only 
wise God," with particular reference, as it 
should seem, to his dealings with his people : 
nor is there any peculiarity of those dealings 
by which he more strongly evinces this at- 
tribute, than the variety with which he pro- 
duces the same ultimate result. At one 
time he is seen to tear down the knotted 
oak with his lightnings ; at another to bend 
the pliant willow. He can loosen the con- 
tracted sinews of age, making the rebel of 
fourscore years an obedient servant: and 
he can persuade the young man just enter- 
ing into life, with a warm heart in his bosom, 
and a seductive world before his feet, " to for- 
sake all and follow Christ." Brilliancy of 
exploit is the grace of one ; tried, enduring, 
inflexible consistency is the prominent 
feature of another. Contemplation and 
the closet build their models here and there 

* 1 Tim. i. 17. Rom. xvi. 27. Jude 25. 
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of a Virgin Saint; enlarged wisdom, dis- 
interestedness, intrepidity and zeal are 
sometimes combined to bless the world 
with a Christian Philanthropist 

Happy they wjtio, at any period of life 
and under circumstances however discou- 
raging, are made to hear the effectual call of 
God, and though it be but the dregs of 
life they have to offer, yet consecrate these 
to the glory and service of their Redeemer ! 
Happy they who are enabled, though it 
should be in the obscurity of a desert and 
with scarcely an human eye beholding them, 
to give full proof that they are " walking 
not after the flesh but after the spirit/' Y;et 
tenfold more blessed surely is the portion of 
that man, who " having tasted the powers 
of the world to come" has submitted even 
his youthful neck to the yoke of a self-de- 
nying Master, and has borne it through a 
long, consistent, and conspicuous day of 
service, until death at length overtakes 
him in the midst of his arduous and useful 
labours. 
, It is to this latter class of character that 
we must refer the favoured subject of this 
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Memoir: in whom we shall contemplate a 
more than ordinary *' workmanship*' of the 
divine artificer, so moulded and fashioned 
as to draw forth our admiring praises and 
our self-reproving prayers. 

Thomas Robinson was the fourth son of 
Mr. James Robinson, a respectable hosier 
of Wakefield in Yorkshire, and was born 
August the 29th, 1740, O. S. His fetther 
lived next door to a house formerly occu- 
pied by Archbishop Potter's father, and in 
which that learned prelate most probably 
was born. His parents, who were highly 
esteemed amongst their neighbours, being 
desirous of giving him every advantage in 
their power, sent him to the grammar school 
of the town as soon as he could read ; and 
he continued there, chiefly under the care of 
the Rev. Mr. Atkinson, till he went to col- 
lege : I say chiefly, because it has been sug. 
gested to me by a careful correspondent, that 
his first master's name was Brookes. He 
showed a strong attachment to learning in 
his early years, and was never satisfied with- 
out being at the head of his class. This prin- 
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I 

ciplc seems to have followed him throwghout 
life ; and he was rather a streauovis advo- 
cate for eacoura^ng a spirit of etnulation, 
within certain limits, in schools of instruc- 
tion. His assidaity and success recom- 
mended him strongly to the favour of his 
master, who always expressed a great par- 
tiality for him, con»dering him as a credit 
to his school; and who took much pains 
to promote his improvement. Mr. Robin- 
son was not unmindful of the obligations he 
owed to this venerable friend, and always 
spoke of him with sincere respect and af^ 
fection. 

At the age of fourteen, his father removed 
him from school with the intention of putting 
him to business; but he could not bend his 
mind to this new occupation, and to his 
great joy he was soon sent back to school. 
Probably the representations and solici- 
tations of his master contributed to this 
change. 

When the time for his entrance at college 
drew near, a difficulty arose with respect 
to the means of defraying his expences. 
The governors of the school offered him one 
of their exhibitions ; but as these at that time 
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« * 

amounted only to twenty pounds a year, 
his father was still afraid of the undertaking : 
when, such appeared to be his character for 
learning and abilities, that they unanimously 
agreed to allow him a double exhibition. 
Mr, Smyth of Heath, grandfather to one of 
the present representatives for the university 
of Cambridge, being one of the governors^ 
was the proposer of the pl^n ; and the dif- 
ficulty having been thus overcome, he was 
immediately admitted a Sizar of Trinity 
College, Cambridge. 

It does not appear that he had any strong 
religious impressions in early youth. His af- 
fectionate parents had been anxious to *' train 
him up in the way in which he should go," 
though they had little advantage from public 
ordinances. His mind was at this time lively 
and gay. He had conceived a passionate 
adniiration for plays, especially for English 
tragedy; and took part, as I believe, in 
some boyish drarnatical representations. 
When it was at length determined that he 
should be educated at the university, he ac- 
cidentally met a poor man, a shoemaker in 
Wakefield, who asked him if he was not 
going to be a plergyman. Upon his an- 
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swering in the affirmative, the man said to 
him, '* Then, sir, I hope you will study your 
Bib]e, that you may be able to feed the flock 
of Christ with spiritual foodi" He proposed 
lending him a book or two on practical and 
experimental subjects, which he miight read 
with his Bible, and would find useful in as- 
sisting him to understand it. Youii^ Ro- 
binson was so much impressed by the man's 
honesty and kindness, that he received the 
books very thankfully, and read them as he 
had advised him. 

About this time he had a severe illness 
which threatened his life. Whilst his friends 
were watching round his bed, full of appre- 
hensions, and were expressing those to each 
other ; he repeated to himself many times, 
as in the spirit of prophecy, " I shall not die 
but live and declare the works of the Lord*." 
He was incapable of speaking out, but his 
mind was under a strong conviction that 
both his life would be preserved, and he 
should be raised up to become an active 
preacher of the truth. 

About this time also he had a dre^m 

* * t 

. • * 

*Psal^l cxviii. 17. ! 
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which made a lasting impressioa on his mind* 
I wish I could recollect the circumstances of 
the story more minutely ; hut, in substance 
he told me that he had a lively representa- 
tion before his eyes as of Wakefield church 
on fire ; there were awfiil appearances in 
the sky ; the universal conflagration began, 
and he was hurried up into the air to meet 
his Judge. I understood him to say, that 
his mind was exceedingly affected by this 
incident for a considerable time afterwards, 
and that he never wholly lost the impression 
of it. 

The reader will be reminded of Mr. 
Newton's dream about the ring, as recorded 
by himself in his • Authentic Narrative \ and 
of Colonel Gardiner's vision of the crucified 
Saviour, as related by Dr. Doddridge* The 
humble and simple-minded christian will 
not reject such narratives with disdain, as 
altogether incredible, though he will require 
clear evidence to support them. If God he 
the perpetual and minute governor of the 
world, and if he have access to all the di^ 
ferent Acuities of our souls ; " why should it 
be thought a thing incredible with us/* that 
he should at certain times present affecting 
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objects to our imagination ? If a credible wit- 
ness declare that such an object was pre- 
sented to his mind ; that it deeply impressed 
him; that he considered it as a call to 
serious thought ; that it led him to serious 
thought ; and was the instrument of exciting 
him to much active exertion in his after life : 
I know not why we should reject this tes- 
timony. In the present instance, as in the 
other cases, there is the " dignus vindice 
nodus," there is a great end to be accom- 
plished worthy of such an interposition; and 
it is difficult to account for the appearances 
represented, or for their effect upon the 
niind of the person influenced, without the 
supposition of such an agency. I do not, 
however, understand that the impressions 
which he received from these several inci- 
dents were such as ^to fix his character. 
Cordial devotedness to God's service was in 
Ifim not a sudden, but a gradual and delibe- 
rate choice. JFor two years he continued 
under great perplexity of mind, and under- 
went many variations of character, whilst he 
was resolving what to do. He was used to 
describe himself as having great pleasure in 
dancing and plays, ^t this period of his age. 
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One part of his character seems to have 
been formed early. He was a manly youth ; 
and might be trusted to shift ibr himself. 
This appears from his having been sent 
alone without any friend accompanying him, 
to get himself admitted at Cambridge ; and 
from his performing that solitary journey with 
safety and with success. A few years ago 
he was reminded of this first expedition to 
Cambridge, by travelling the same road 
under very different circumstances. On 
this latter occasion, his wife (now his deso- 
late widow) and several cheerful friends 
were his companions, taking a journey of 
amusement. The recollection, suddenly 
brought to his mind, filled his eyes with 
tears ; and, in the words of the venerable 
patriarch, he exclaimed, " With my staff I 
passed over this Jordan, and now I am 
become two bands.*' 

At length, in October, 1768, he took up 
his residence within the walls of Trinity 
College, Cambridge. 

I can well conceive the mixture of awe 
and delight with which he entered the 
spacious first court of Trinity, and became 
an attendant upon the public lectures, hall, 
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and chapel of that learned and venerable 
society. His mind was ardent ; he was ijot 
insensible to grandeur and magnificence ; 
he felt himself ennobled by belonging to 
what is great and noble. Throughout his 
life he retained a strong attachment to his 
university and to his college ; nor w.ould he 
easily have be^ persuaded to exchange 
either of them for another. Few events 
gave him more pleasure than the placing of 
his second son after an interval of nearly 
forty years on the same royal foundation : 
a son, in whose literary progress he had 
every reason to rejoice, and of whom he 
died cherishing the best hopes, that his 
course would in great measure resemble his 
own*. 

Elated in no common degree by this 
commencement of his residence in college, 

''^ It is a little singular^ that this son received the intelli- 
gence of his poor father's illness and death whilst he was 
engaged in the examination for the Chancellor's Classical 
Medals, and but a few hours before the second was ad- 
judged to him. His father had been particularly anxious 
about the examination, and would have been highly gra- 
tified by hearing of his success. We are almost ready to 
regret that he was not permitted to know it. But he was 
then enjoying purer and more exalted satisfactions ! 
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he excited as well as felt wonder. There 
was a peculiarity in his character, and, I 
should venture to think, eyen in his coun- 
tenance and appearance, which soon drew 
considerable attention. His whole behavicrur 
as a student was exemplary. He scrupu^ 
loiisl^ observed all the attendances which 
were required of him, and quickly obtained 
the reputation of having made much profi- 
ciency ai a scholar. His religious character 
too, though not yet fully formed, (as my 
information leads me to conclude,) was at 
least so far advanced as to make his habits, 
conversation, and avowed opinions widely 
different from those of the greater part of 
his cohtemporaries. 

I persuade myself that I shall perform a 
service not unacceptable to the reader, if I 
endeavour to trace the progress of his mind 
in* obtaining that decided stamp of vital 
godliness which it now began to bear, and 
which it retained with singular consistency 
to his dying hour. 

The Rev. Dr. Jobson, vicar of Wisbeach, 
his most intimate friend at this period, 
informs me that '* Mr. Robinson was not 
so fully impressed with a deep sense of the 
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importance of religion on his first coming 
to the university, as about a year after- 
wards. On reading Harvey's Theron and 
Aspasio at the end of his first year, he waip 
mijch affected; and began to view the 
things which concerned his salvation in a 
clearer light. He was persuaded, that it is 
not by ariy imperfect works of mah's owii 
righteousness, but by God's mercy through 
Jesus Christ, that he must be saved. He 
iiow applied himself to the study of the 
scriptures with diligence and prayer; and 
devoted the whole of the Lord's day to the 
more immediate worship of God, and to 
the storing of his capacious mind with di- 
vine knowledge. He became, from this 
period, a decided character, and rarely as- 
sociated with any collegians but those who 
entertaihed sentiments similar to his own." 
Dr. Jobson's testimony peremptorily as- 
signs the commencement of his religious 
character to the date of his second year's 
residence in college. Nor is there any rea- 
son to question the accuracy of this state- 
ment : it is by no means inconsistent with 
what -has been already related. He appears 
to have been previously grave, studious, and 
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devout: but now his views of divine truth 
became more enlarged and distinct; his 
principles more active, solid, and discri- 
minating; bis habits more decidedly the 
result of religious impressions. He was pe- 
culiar, we may believe, as a boy ; thought- 
ful, obedient, laborious even to a &ult; for 
he would read when he should rather have 
played. The first strong religious impulse 
was given to his mind by his conversation 
with the poor shoemaker about his intended 
going to college. This impulse was renewed 
and increased by his dangerous sickness, 
and the dream which followed it. He was 
alive to the subject ; was occasionally agi- 
tated with apprehensions and alarms result- 
ing from it ; had taken some steps nearer 
to God as well as many in departure from 
him ; and was altogether an interesting and 
amiable young man, before he arrived at 
the. period which we are now iqarking. 
But now, and not before, " it pleased God 
to reveal his Son in him" that he might in 
due time be qualified '* to preach hiitk 
among the heathen ;'* now, and not before^ 
he " walked with God," " serving him in the 
gospel of his Son ;" now, and not before, he 
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could say of his Master, " whose I am, and 
whom I serve." 

Does not this little history suggest a word 
of caution and of exhortation to some of 
our young men shut up in colleges and 
other seats of education ; whose conduct 
we highly approve, and of whose character 
we are led to entertain the most favourable 
expectations? Let them inquire, whether 
their governing principle from which this 
steady and approved conduct results, be 
indeed that of the pure gospel of Jesus 
Christ. " It may be, that entire change of 
heart, which is declared necessary in all 
men, has not yet taken place in you ! The 
obedience we approve may not yet be 
evangelical obedience ; a pure, uniform, and 
consistent conduct, originating from the 
fundamental principles of God's word. Rest 
* not, till you have attained to this ! 

The manner in which this change of heart 
was effected is also instructive. We need 
not ask who was its author : the work itself 
declares him. But in Mr. Robinson's case, 
God evidently saw fit to work gradually, 
leading him by slow and deliberate search 
to the perception and obedience of his truth. 
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Humanly speaking, he o\f ed mMch to ^>poks 
and to men ; to his own diligence apd well- 
formed habits; to his ^lid judgment, ^nd 
to his firm integrity. *' To him that order- 
eth his conversation right, I will show the 
salvation of ^od.'^ Let my young friepds 
be good stewards of their time ; let them 
carefully avoid idle cpmpanions arjd frivo- 
lous cpnversation ; let (hem study their Bible 
and other devotioqal books, in conjunction 
with their ac^demi^al occups^tions ; and 
they too shall inherit a blegsing! 

I have thought it important thus to tracp 
the progress of Mr. Rpbinson^s mind in the 
establishment of his religious character, both 
a^ a just subject of curious inquiry, apd as 
furnishing remarks for general improvement. 
B.ut, whatever might be th^ precise history 
of its formation, the existence of a living 
principle of godliness in his soul was from 
this period m£^de abupdantly manifest. This 
principle was not in hin^ " a candle put 
under a bus|;iel, bu,t on o, candlestiq^ ; ijtnd 
it gave ligl^t unto, all tl^t were in the 
house :'' shining forth, with an upiform, an^l 
equable lustre, in his whole condi^ct pyblip 
and priyate. It was his habit to study ^ 



|)ortioQ of the Greek Testaraent ^verjr day, 
fnok Q» 9L <;ritical but xl^ycrtional exercisa. I 
fconclp^e wbat hi$ cpslxKii was, from the par- 
ticular directions which he gave me pa this 
subject; when I first wejat to college* " Re- 
pcarve half wt bowr at your rising/' said he, 
'' for ith^ purp<»s?. liead a few verses with 
closQ practiical applicatioo to your own cas^ 
and (WW^science, ' What do I learn from 
ibis? How fer have I observed this? How 
^9d\y I-am condemned by this ! What mat- 
ter of thatikfulness and joy is here!' Whew 
you have done with reading, pray over the 
pai^ge/' "" 1 have little doubt that his skiU 
«Ad success in conducting &mily wor$hif)\, 
(which was one of his best performances,) 
arose uJtimately from this habit. He usually 
kept some devotional book on his table^ in 
wfaieh he read a few pages occasionally^ at 
different parts of the day» as he m^ht find 
a quarter of an hour to spare. So early ha4 
he leajrned the leswn of husbanding his mo- 
ments; a lesson, which few, if aay^ have 
ever learned better. Our young people ia 
schools and colleges will do weH to take a 
hwit from this practice by which to improve 
an odd five mimites. * We have cause to be 

c2 
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thankful, that our own language supplies Us 
with many excellent volumes, which 'may- 
be read with particular profit in such short 
portions. 

But it was by the diligent and wise use 
of his sabbaths, more than by any other 
habit singly considered, that Mr. Robinson 
•obtained his richness of spiritual knov^ledge. 
He constantly attended the prayers read 
twice a day in the college chapel, and on 
Sundays went also twice to the univtersity 
church; sometimes attending at Dr. Og- 
den's church in preference to the morning 
sermon at St. Mary's, but tnore generally in 
conjunction with it. He was so fortunate 
as- to hear some of the Doctor's excellent 
Sermons on Prayer, which were afterwards 
published; and he was much pleased with 
his peculiarly earnest manner of preaching. 
I have heard him say, that the Doctor was 
very unequal in his discourses; some were 
careless and had but little in them. But 
they could genemlly depend upon having 
an excellent sermon ' once a month, on the 
Sacrament Sunday. He could imitate the 
Doctor very successfully, both in his voice 
and in tlie butting motion of his head/ 
His friend Dr. Jobson^ usually spent the 
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SuQ4A.y' evening, wi^, him, acoaoj^p^nied by 
Qoe ar> two more of hjs, pious friends. Mr. 
£tobiQsp9's^9i7et was their chapel, in which 
he fort tl^e. most^pffft led their .devotions 
himself; offering up feryent prayer to God, 
that Jif )i^quld bepje^ed to direct and bless 
them fin their studies, and that these mi&:ht 
he san^pit^ified to the setting forth of his glory. 
Thqy reviewed the sermons of the day ; a 
portion of the Greek Testament. was read 
9nd ei^cplained^and^ when their devotions 
' werefinished,they indulged for a short time 
in easy conversation upon serious. subjects* 
To prevent interruptions, the outer door of 
the little garret was locked. 

How truly did this good young man re- 
member; the Sabbath day to keep it holy ! 
How : would > this habit fen and feed the 
tranquil flame of piety, which he diligently 
kept alive during his six days of labour ! 
TbuSte^rlyhad he learned to "take heed 
how he heard;" ;sp as to profit by the re- 
ligious instruction, administered to. him, Bnd 
to layv it up, for ^ the . future edification of 
others, , , Th^s jefiectually did he train him- 
self to .become ran . Apollos * mighty in - the 
scriptuxes; " ;?i perfect man of .QocJ,. t^ 
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rooghfy furnished iMito every gdorf WM*,'* 
Would to Gk)d, that every garret atfd^ctemy 
bter in our colleges might exhibit a ssiuilS^ 
improvemewt of the sftbbath evening !' 

Seeking God as be did, it k not stramge^ 
that he sliouM have been '"^ found!' of Him.'* 
We shalf see presently, that he did hot 
neJgteet his labours as a coHege studeitt. Bfft 
when Ms ardent mind^ wasf oppressed^ as fitf 
dffert found if, with the burthen of li«!c*aty 
aixiety, being very eager to* make ad* 
vanees in learning; he fled fbr rtfugeto^bisf 
refigious principles, und* experienced' Mrucfr 
support from' them. An highly esteettied 
friend, his near relation, gave «ie this . Sf^^ 
ceunt; wliieh I Value, as showing that his 
reHgion" was^ of an experimental' kind; dntf 
€te furnii^iiag a pleasing* evidence to thi* 
important tfisH^i ^at the stu<fent whd ttii&^ 
<5bd his comforter, wiiV in ffint' find repoi^ 
iHcomthe weatitiesitf of study, and flwto tl^e 
fretftij[*feverishness^of artBition; 

Hw conversation wa* in* pctfeet- cdtisy** 
/eflcy wfttielfe habitsoftlffe closekJ Hfe btA&V^ 
Tf^vkad viiee); he' soitigfit' otittj eonveta&iS 
i»ith, and endfeavoured'mtrtiisdiy' to iinpfoV^, 
awd' be' knproVed' by the s<^bu» : Jie'^ miy 
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riMj m ^M, khi exfceilfed Iri giVih^ ad- 
vice fo fcbtisle Wto tieed^d dttd asked it. 
** tHm ^eYe l^^Iv^ at ibtirife'en Mziffe at 

Uih^fj diti^d ahd ^u|)p^d; ahd When he 
li^W any ihihg ^IJ at th^' M^ ihat \i^a'^ 
iiidfeceiit 6f Jmpi'djier, lie ^a§ ^dre to' Ceii- 
stii^ it:' Uiid ihU fi^ di<^ in s6' tidndscfm^ a 
ih&ntiit ^ ^l^otii t6 Q't^hd Mteriaily the 
party whom he addi-ls^icl, And di £he sSiM 
tliii^ fo ldijpf6f fe all \*n(i'6 MM h?tti. l^one 
ddWd ddubt fet^hfe'^ the ptiHts ofifk itibiWe, 
S tfefe jdstne^ 6f hfe r6t)tike. S6ih^ df hi's 
cdirtM^iolfdfies, indeed, ihoii^tMni "fi^h't- 
46\ii6\etmcti:' hMiiUf (Mid Md ho i-ea- 
s6tt'dbl€! cau^' of fault in h'ltii ; slhd whfeti- 
eV^ K^ ^^ dttackfed for his^ prfnci^lei df 
^^lii'^ said 'hfe ptrt-ita/tfial coWdtfct/ life* 
fifatff ftflfy arf<! 6ft*tt mfoV^ thaii a iadicli foi' 
te acfcfiy^fe, f/i hk f feplres t6 £h6M" 

^*' 6n tiiy arfni{^i6ltt ;" (oiie  6f h'i^" Eldest! 
aifd M6^ est^rtred ffifeh'dsf #ri<e^ te^ nie ;)f 
« f f61(3fn<f hi/n if^sWeiit i"tf tfife liniveMy ; 
arid ^h ^'rcei^ed A'it h'e unified' an ex- 
traordinary degree 6i pQd^ti6^ kM steadi- 

* The late Rev. Dr. Jowett : a, man of most correct 
jviagin&at, ana oi scrupulous veracity. 
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ness with; great zeal in the. cause of xeligioii. 
I heard also that he was consulted by many 
young men in distr^^s of mind, who perhi^s 
at other times seldom were in his company^ 
from a persuasion that he excelled in real 
piety. Hence he obtained the name of ^his 
Holiness/ and in the next stage of ' the 
Pope ;' but not in the way of derision. On 
these occasions I believe he was extremely 
judicious as well as faithful/' 

'' He \fj^ much distinguished at Cam- 
bridge, whilst an uuder-^raduate ;'' (another 
of his venerable friends writes ;) " for a pious 
and exemplary conduct. I have heard of 
some persons that showed more Jfire ; hut of 
none in whose general deportment there 
appeared so uniform and steady a.ze^L ,He 
made it his business to find out, and vas 
yery clever in finding out, pious under-gm- 
duates. .He observed them at church, and 
h^d his ears attentive to alL that he Jieard 
about such characters. He got himself ac- 
quainted with them; gave them advice;' 
kept them out pf harm's way ; and in short, 
was an excellent religious nurse." 

" He commanded respect and it followed 
him every where. None but the very pro* 
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f^ne^jt weye exoep^^oos Jio. this accoun^w I 
have JcnawQ, him. to.be :si)ppoited. aod de^; 
fended both in. public, ^nd>priiKate by the 
more Kberal and ^ ingenuous youths, who, 
Sitill did «ot dr^w cordially with him, but 

^ tJiey couldnot bear to3ee:hini inaHreat^. . I. 
have known someof other colleges connected 
with him in academical, exercises, -who Mftcif- 
wards av«?ned ^ that • thjey had . acted very un^ 
becomii^ly in, deriding; his religion : wh^n, 
they had known: and [conversed > with the 
inan^.,they could; not help respecting him/' 
What herendeayoured to feel and praise 

. in himselC^ ,he esteemed in others. He was 
notu^sbapf^jsd. to . be known as the. fidiend pf 
those ,wbo^ were stigmatized for their religioQ, 
thp^ugh he r might not. strictly . accord ^ with 
tli^ ,iq sentiment or in conduct. Whikt 
he ,T^as" conversing one , day in the WaJks 
with a.Fellow^conamoner of his awn coU(B^ge^ 
a young man passed by, whom the? person 
•he was coaversing, with seemed ,urpriM 
that he should notice. On hi^ .inqviiririg 
who he was, Mr. Robinson ,answei;ed grj^jrely, 
*^It;is 'Mr. -Hill of St, Jo^^^^^ ^ > ' \ . 

' * The delSebtiited and highly estimable 'Bk^l Howland 
> H^jl^ Fbfi^^ iifanie waf wder cc^iderablci iiepn)fi<di.{ < -■ 
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I ti&V6 6iCed th^ t^^rMcMfe^ ity ^efe^ 

p^od, and to ^<M that th^y W^r^ 6f a ^6iiiid, 
<5dh§isfe<irii, iikaixAi§, actiie hdtu^. WlHfst 
Hte pi^ty wl« ftirVfetfti Jt i*ra« orthodox, 'th^ 
<][ue^«lttt of 9ob^<:tfipti6ti trd^ ^ good dcftf 
ri^fM ftb6t(i^ltii^ ^6d; diid he ^ilj^^ 
sti<^a6«i^7y iiiaitMin«d; thsit fiM^ AHft!:k^ 
should U stktsct\h6d in tb«}^ plaih' iad titt^ 
^ui^ocdl ^^)!i^; #ittj ^ fiofy abhti^nb^ 6^ 

miM tatich ihetesA^ hf his pmcikiief ds a 
SbhoMr. He' i^^ a diligent dhdm. ; dridf 
^id ^KiHicf Mtdh^Yi i6 the sltu(8^ i^^^nU^-' 
MSmm SM puiistf^d> h^ th^ VnMHi^ sM 
y^- hi^ Cb!feg6', firoin U ptin^iple of M^, 
Ood, he ^iM^l^te£l, Wotild have ho iMi 
wife-, aiidl thtt " tuifors athd ^VertWrt" undSft* 
i#Bd*^ x^fd the prti^idliirice of 06d kwf 
^ffic^ hitri, w^e' th€f fit p^Tsbh^ t^ <!fet:6i'i 

WAf ^6aW yduiig irii^tf hi' oi«^ AtKv^t^i- 
ties will do weK tti' remehAter tffiis priifiii^e. 
Through the n^lect of it^ imputations'lKEve 
soQMilnnes' bWent' cost vtptOi' ft i^tigfiefts j^tot. 



bo«6 of lio^four. V&mUs i^Hty dsipsMfi df 
<fl^6ttgiiisbHig theii^k«^ in ^ stud^ of 
tit^ plate; t^6dgii taMikiiti ndeJote 6fth& 

and in some instane'<^> ^ I feiatf; lEinoti^ 
i«K>tive^ df cilpi^ie, ^debftiTh<ij^,-di' ^r&ihd^til- 
g^nei^; kti¥^ sfllowi^d'tKetiisl^Ives'td'i^T^^^ 
dff^mh' ai! (IRdfi^etieitf, ^ the' lli^ of aibH^^ 

liglm^ fm^ xmti ihif^ he tmsift or' 

^kWOWgd^ Ms* eqbOii Tkief fddll ^ ib' aitt!^ 
tdd> high' ; itt>d^^iriftg itlikieHi(f t6o €st^f ;■ 
i^t«<itRli6r^i^ffttet>^)!!eidi!IStiit(«WB3bli is due 
tS ^ie¥o^&A^¥ eiHert^l^; dtid' in* sslci^dkt^ 
^ Ift^ 6rtianierit' of * Me«ife ^fld qttieft spirit'^ 
^t!i6 tu^uten'eef atid ^Ifiytiifes^ dfatnfBii- 
fibtf. I^lfe^ ^ViB' sH^uld By dU meHA^ h€ 
«f^e<f ; bM ir id' di»!^ to'i^Iigfd^; <d yoai* 
Uri^tid^; «tn^ td^ ^01^' gr«»t filfrUv^tllf B4!;t)e^ 
Attorjffia* ydd- e*lflt>%kfey yoti? facililtS^ MtU 
igPii»^fimiks^ \h t«ik tf^^if daf of cUiVH^ 

aWf olSj^tt, ^<$tt yield a dtifertslMf^ mm 
pefiiaamiAii 6f tm^*'wWi!f aV^' ^tftt^ri^d' td 
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' yp!¥ W^^ deliver religion^ and the commuaity 
of the ^ religious, from . much unnecessaiy 
reproach; aiid will add to your future means 
of. usefulness, by the enlargement of your 
mental powers, and by the extension of your 
own personal influence. 
. . Mr- Robinson was a young roan of dose 
supplication, and excelled. He. appears to 
bave divided his attention between classical 
^nd mathematical pursuits ; relieving bot^^ 
occasionally, by the perusal of soipp weighty 
treatises in divinity. Edwards and some 
others of the American divines wete studied 
by him at this time, with considerable profit. 
. He obtained . distinction in all this several 
branches of competition, by which, acade- 
n>ical merit is usually ascertained. In April 
177 1 he was elected, a scholar of Trinity 
Cpllege, after a strict and, comprehensive 
examination. In December of the san^e 
yesar, he obtained the second of Dr. Hooper-s 
pi;izes for the best English declaniation He 
gained great credit frjDm his niatbematical 
disputations in the school the year previous 
to his first degree. What is not very com-- 
mon even with the more advance^ ma^ 
thematical projficients^ he always, m$Lde^.fai& 
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own ^ arguments> When he kept - atf ^ 6ppo- 
nericy : and these were iti general skilful, 
as well as ably defended. In one* of these 
disputations, he invelntfed an argunient 
against the doctrine of pMme and ulUnipte 
ratios, as taught by one of our abtest- ma- 
thematicians; which, I' am:^ asisured, has 
never yet been satisfactbriJy answered* In- 
deed, he was particularly calculated to ex- 
cel in this species of exercise ; as 'possessing 
& remarkable degrefe of acikteness, solidity, 
ajad self-possession, together with a feir 
share of mathematical knowledge. He was 
well Scqnainted with natural philosophy, 
though but little with analytics; ' . * - 

Accordingly he was classed high from the 
schools, being placed in the first class; «30. as 
to be a competitor with those who .were &r 
his superiors in depth of reading. He stood 
seventh in the Senate- Hoiise-Examinatioa; 
which was considered ' a high degree, at 
that time, for one who had not enjoyed the 
advantage of a private tutor. Bishop. Tom- 
line, the senior wrangler of the year, with 
whom he was^ engaged in> this honourable 
competition for academical distinction, is 
well known to have expressed a high re- 
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hw ftttaJBf^pntp A# a ^)»o1{Mf> frwi that ^q»P 
I bay? frequently bparil Mr. Bobiospo 

hff l^rdsbip *iwl witb Wfi ^l^jr powpetHi^as 
who were placed before him, ip Alg^lwA and 
Fluxions ; what be knew wji? ehie^y ip Phi- 
losophy. Lodie'9 Mm^y «»4 Butler's Aoft- 
logy, which he had studied attentively, were 
also of service to him in the exitnuoAtipn* 
Those, who besit know the pro<3eediD9si 
which were ciwtooawy ip the ppbUc ei^fimi- 
oations of that period, will be persuaded th^t 
he must have po^eased eopslderahle merif> 
t0 earn so respectable a stAtion without ^y 
oth^ asastsmoe than his qwp peraon^I i^l 
and knowledge. 

His fhienda who could duly estimate his 
talents were anxious that he should be a 

candidate fqr qne of the Cl99sical MedaU : 
but he declined offering himseU^ through the 
determination he bftd fbrv^.^ of entering *s 
soon 9a possible into the fniniejtry* He wfis 
elected Fellow of Trinity College, with pe- 
culiar eirciimstftiikcei of distiQctik>n> on the 
firat of October 177? ; ftod in 4773 h^ ob- 



 



t^i^ied ttie seconjd qf t^fe Middle; Pacl^or's 
prices for the best I^ip !^s§fty on sppie inqr^l 
subject. Qa this occasion he b*tl eight cqiij- 
petitqirs. Pr- Js^mesj the l^te he^d master pf 
Rugby, vhp particularly 9?;celled in wrifipg 
Jjfitin prpsf, g^iiRpd the fin^t prize. I leftTP 
frppa one pf his pofltejpppr^ries, tlii^t Mr. 
J^obipspR was, ^Upwed, and that probably 
wijth justice, tp be, the best, gmfr^l scholar 
ofliisye^r.^ 

I hiy^ \i^rmi tY^enp. fa^ts together, by 

way of giyjpg a shprt g^nd cp^pected view 
of h^f literary inerit? as at studept : but thef^ 
were circumstancesi in his electiPP tP a fe.J- 
lowship, which require to be Pi^pre particu- 
larly noticed. He pftep referred to th^m 
as m^arking the sipgular favour pf Prpvi- 
dence ip thp di^po§^l pf his, life, 

4 ^liprt ti^^e previpus to the ^mw\ fel- 
Ipwship electipp, ^. new ^nd iinejcpected 
prder w^s given, Mrithout any appareptly 
adequate grovpiMj^ for it, permitting the 
junipr ba.Qhelprs to ?^ppeaf ^ candidates. 

Usually tbey are npt admitted c^pdidates 

^U they becqm^ piiddle bf^chelors : ipde«4 

I dp pot ^cpp.w thfit the rule h^ ever beep 
YiQl^te,d with ^ny oth^r e^cceptipM th^p that 



rt 



32 SOME ACCOUNT 

of the late Professor Porson. Mr. Robin- 
son; though at this time only a junior bache- 
lor, and engaged in the active duties of a 
parochial minister, became a candidate. 
He passed an excellent examination, dis- 
tinguishing hi^:nself by the variety and so- 
lidity of his acquired knowledge; and was 
elected Fellow, by a discrimination which 
strongly marked his preeminence. Nine of 
his seniors were rejected, no one of his own 
year but himself succeeded, though he had 
only one competitor junior to him. Even 
the Senior- Westminsl er, though the West- 
minster claim had not then been set aside, 
lost his seniority. 

Mr. Robinson was used to speak with par- 
ticular pleasure of the examination he sus- 
tained under the hands of Mr. Whisson; 
who had formerly been tutor of the society, 
but had then relinquished the office ; and 
whose character stood high as a scholar, 
and as .a man of integrity. It was cus- 
tomary at that time for the electors to 
examine separately and privately, Mr. 
Whisson did not examine by formal and set 
questions, but rather in the way of conver- 
sational inquiry; and his questions wei'e 
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much calculated to ascertain the degree of 
general knowledge which the student had 
ohtained. " Can you tell ine, sir, what were 
the discriminating tenets of the ancient >hi« 
losophers?'' and the like. Mr. Whisson 
declared " that he had never known any 
candidate superior to Mr. Robinson, in -the 
whole extent of his attainments.'' A like 
testimony was borne to him by his tutor Dn 
Postlethwaite, on a comparison with all hk 
various pupils, which had been very nume^ 
rous. " I have known many probably/' 
said he, " who excelled him in separate 
branches of knowledge ; but none who out- 
stripped him in the whole compass of aca- 
demical information." '^ ~ ' 

A fellowship had been the great object of 
his ambition. He had need of the emolu- 
ments, and he coveted the honour of it. 
He gained it a; year, or even two yearsi 
earlier than it is commonly obtained. I 
have heard him say, *' he believed it was 
then or never with him." Circumstances 
so fell out afterwards, that it was more than 
probable he would have been rejected ait a 
iiiture election. But " your heavenly Father 
knoweth that ye have need of these things." 
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On this wcmiioB, Mr. Robinson gave an 
^loinesLt proof of tbatdwnterastediws^ which 
so veoattrk^bly oharacterised his spirit and 
his life* Soon aAer his eledion, Bbhop 
Hinchliff, then master of the college^ sent for 
him to his lodge; and, after congratufaitiog 
him on the masterly examination he had 
undergone^ which was ao perfectly salisfiic* 
tory to the rest of the examiners as well as 
to hinaiself) advised bira to relinquiah he 
curacies and to take up his residence ia 
college. *' You have now a much brighter 
prospect of success in life/' said bis lordship, 
'^ than I enjoyed at your age : come and re- 
sidie ^mwig^ us ; and I will make it a point 
to recommend you as a private tutor to some 
Noble£nan: I have little doubt of your sue- 
oeeding^ by such a connection, to an eminent 
Station in the church/' But, having ex* 
pi:ei^d his grateful sense of the bii^op's 
condescension and kindness, Mr. Robinson 
declared his fixed resolutk)a of returning to 
his curacy. 

It is rathm^ singular, that the present Mar- 
quis Camd^nr was soon after admitted a 
member of Trinity GoHege, to whom it is 
highly probable tihat the bishop would have 
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iecamniendted him ; and thus he might h^ve 
filled the place of the {»*«sent Bii^op of 
Clogher^ who was bis contemporary and 
acquaintance. - 1 never heard Mr. Rafeinfson 
give expression to even a momentary senti-* 
mentofregret^ whemtoti^hingon this-subject: 
the very opposite sentiment frequently fell 
fngMEa him. He thanked God for the choice 
he had enabled him to make. But it was 
DO eomiiicm cboiee: be must have been 
actuated by pnnciple of no common kind 
and of no ordkiary measure^ in thus rejecting 
advice solicitations aiid voluntary offers of 
eerviee, which could scarcely foil to '^ pro^ 
mote him to honour." 

Before we follow him into the discharge 
of his ministerial c^ce> let me sum up and 
cofodode the testimony which is borne to 
his academical life« We have seen, that 
his contemporaries allowed him to be the 
best general scholar of his year. His seniors, 
who were most competent to decide upon 
his literary merits, declared that they had 
not known his superior. His friends, (them^ 
isdv^s amongst the most respectable cha- 
racters of the university,) who formed their 
acquaintance with him at that period, and 

d2 



36 SOBIE ACCOUNT 

Others of like respectability not so doeeljr 
connected with him, concur in pronotincing 
the most honourable eulc^y upon hi^ ^irit, 
eondisct, and attainments. 

'' The eoaductof Mr. Rc^inson, whilst he 
resided in college^ was most worthy of imita- 
tion : *^' no man despised his youth ;^' but he 
was '^ an. example in word, in conversatioD, 
in eharity, in spirit, in faith, in purity/' To 
religion, morality and learning he added 
great suavity of manners, cheerfulness, re- 
gularity, modesty, strict frugality, neatness 
and cleanliness in his apartment, person and 
dress. By his superiors he was much noticed, 
especially by Dr. Zouch and the hte Dr/ 
Stevens, who were at that time fellows of 
Trinity. His conduct recommended him 
to Bishop Halifax, who wished to serve him; 
and also to that shining character Mr. Unwin 
of Christ's College *r 

*' I was not intimately connected with 
Mr. Robinson more than three years, whilst 
he was an under-^graduate at Cambridge* 
He constantly attended my lectures. To 
his most exemplary conduct at that tim^ 

* Rev. S. Hey; Rector of Steeple Ashtoi^' Wilts* 
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and to the excellency of his moral v and re- 
-ligious character, I can give the fullest tes- 
timony*/' 

" My acquaintance with the late Mr. Ro- 
binson commenced immediately upon our 
admission, as students, into Trinity College, 
Cambridge. My engagements and distance 
of places prevented a continuance of our 
intimacy beyond the time of our admission 
to the degree of bachelor of arts. During 
that period, his observance of the rules and 
discipline of the society was exemplary, and 
his attention to his studious pursuits unre- 
mitted. The result was what might be ex- 
pected : for, when he was admitted to the 
degree of bachelor of arts, he was univer- 
sally looked upon as having made consider** 
able proficiency in philosophical and classical 
knowledge. It w:as also generally under- 
stood, that he had niade respectable pro- 
gress in divinity. . 

" I have much satisfaction in giving my 
testimony of his various merit, as, in ad- 
dition .to the above attainments, he was a 
man of firm integrity and cheerfiil temper ; 
solicitous not to give offence, yet possessing 

* Rev. Di^ Zouchy Prebendary of Durham. 
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finfiicient resolution and ispirit ; aod» id eoD« 
sequence^ he was mudb respected*." 

The universal estimation in which he wa$ 
held, 18 strbiigly illustrated by the fcdiowing 
anecdote. 

^^ An attempt w&s malde, during the und^ 
graduateship of Mr. Robinson^ to set aside 
subscriptions to the Thirty^nine Articles. 
Some young men went about the university, 
endeavouring to prevail upon the under^gra- 
doates to sign a petition for that purpose. 
In Trinity College, the first question which 
the under-graduates put to those pensons 
who applied to them was, * Hai Robinson 
signed the petition?' and they declined 
signing it, when they found that he had not : 
and the argument which the persons ap- 
f^lying made use of to prevail upon Mr. Ro- 
binson to sign was, ' If you will sign, aU 
the under-graduates in Trinity College will 
sign.' I need scarcely add, that Mr.Robin^ 
son refused to sign the petition -|-." 

In the course of a month or she we0l^ 

nfter receiving his jSrst degree, Mr* Robinscoti 

» 

* The Rev. T. Gilbank, Rector qf Dicklebproughj 
Norfolk, 
t Rev. S. Hey, 39 before. •. 
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ontei^ upoti "bb curafey i^ Witdblkin^ in tfa^ 
Me of Ely. A desire of proinQtiiig hb 
Mast^ !$ ^ory in the occupation which h» 
tliobgbt mo0^ cotwluciv0 to it> bad led him 
to become a candidate for orders, as.soon as 
bts age ivould dlow him ; and nbv^ (^aced 
him in a laborious chsu^e as a minister, 
whidi the bi%hte6t prospects Of worldiy 
adFatKsement could n6t tempt him^ as vr^ 
have seen, to forego. . He seeons to have 
distinguished himself in his examination for 
orders; Bishq> Keane, who ordained him> 
having applied to him (probably from this 
causey) to rraommend a curate fyf the neigb^^ 
bpuring parish of Doddington% On this 
occasion, he remembered his earliest friend 
Mr. Jobson ; who was accepted through his 
recommendati(m,' and^ after ctmtinuing in 
the curacy for thirty years, was promoted 
by Bishop Ywke to the valuable vicsu^e 
of the populous parish of Wisbeftch. 

Having his eye on a fellowship, it was 
desirable for him not to move far iirom Cam- 
bridge; but he would lose no time in com«* 
meneing his ministerial duties. Accordingly 
he accepted the curacies of Witcham and 
Wichford, which were situated about four- 
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teen miles from Cambridge, probably 
through some acquaintance with Mr. Leigh- 
ton, a nephew of the prior incumbent of 
Witcham; with whom Mr. RoUnson had 
some acquaintance, as being an under-gra- 
duate of the same college, though they were 
not agreed in sentiment. These two small 
parishes, therefore, becanie the scene of his 
first ministrations. The salary of each cu^ 
racy was very small. . 

Immediately upon his arrival , he excited 
great attention by his exerticms, both within 
his own parishes, and also within a cir* 
cuit of several miles. He laboured dili- 
gently: preaching twice on the Sunday^ 
and once between the Sundays ; visiting the 
people from house to house, that he might 
impress upon them the necessity of caring 
for their souls; and receiving a select com- 
pany into his house on tiie Sunday evening, 
to whom he delivered a sort of enlarged 
family lecture. ... 

'^ He lifted up his voice, though not per* 
fectly musical, like a trumpet ; and . the 
sound was heard, and spread an aiarm^ 
through all the region round about. His 
churches were filled, ,so that they were 
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<ibliged to increase their accommodations by 
setting forms in the aisles; he was much 
esteemed by nearly all who heard him ; and 
<his services were effectually bleSsed to many ' 
of his hearers. His subjects were the plain 
and fundamental doctrines of the gospel; 
which he handled in a solid, comprehensive, 
^lemn, and highly interesting manner, ad* 
4lressing them closely to the conscience. 
He preached the fell of man ; Jesus Christ 
the way to God ; salvation, all of grace ; 
our absolute need of divine influences ; and 
holiness, as that iruit of faith, without which 
no man shall see the Lord *.'* His choice of 
subjects; his choice of tc^ics; his state oi* 
-mind; his language and his elocuticm; all 
combined to make him the object of won^ 
der, attention, and delight. 
' A lady, from whom I received much ith 
teresting information' respecting this eariy 
periodrof his ministry, was herself an eye- 
wkness and sn ear-witness of its interesting 
natiirb^ of ks power, its acceptance, and its 
jHicceas. He had come to Witoham in F€« 
bniary, and. ^e heard him for the first time 

ini April; Her sister (who ^erwards be* 

• • • • 

* S^. Dr. Jobson^ as aboYe. 
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i4me his wife) aod heradif bad been awidc^- 
{tned to a de^p S6ti$e of tbti importaoce ^ 
religion, 9ome lew. knonths before ; and wtt^ 
at this time titixtousty coasaderiiig, '' who 
shall roll us away the stone &om the door 
of the sepulchre ?" They beard of Mr. Bo- 
binson» but were backward to su|>pose that 
he <x>uld be the messenger they sotigfat. 
When the report was brought to theoti, 
residing as. they did, not in his parish but in 
an adjoining parish, of one or twoimpres- 
isiye sermons .which he had preadbied; tb^ 
jbastily concluded, that probably they were 
sermons not his own, which chknce bad 
thrown in his way. At le]:igth they were 
per^iwtded by a neighbour to go and hear 
^r thems^Yea . The first sermcHi they heard 
from him convinced them of their mistaka; 
4od they bunried home/ like the woGban of 
i^iaaria* to tell a third sister^ whom and what 
they had found 1 '' Come see a mab whp 
.tQ)<i iiie> all th^t ever I did : is not this the 
€hri»t P" When she continued increduloys^ 
at]|d insinuated '' that any one might preat^ 
an odd sermon or two that were good; they 
w<>uld soon find he was no better thftii bis 
neighbouring ministers;'' theyadded^ *'Aye, 
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IrtAb ka'taU(4df90'WeU lo the d^drett. «^r- 
^i*wrdj3; wiuuk be said to th?i?)i in e:!^plmnkifcg 
<|i^ Cr4c4, ^aa just of a jHece with his s^i^ 
alon !" At J^ngtli dhe began to think mi^^re 
fyvminkliY of hkn, and siport became One of 
Jlis ^ted atteildantsw In 'ft little time, W)t 
less than twenty or thirty .acc^oitipftnied tbem 
&€m the little Tillage of MepaU 
-, / He h^d at thi» time adopted the plan cf 
preaehing s^rmoB« in series; And this lady 
t^U redtina the impression of some of his 
^nnote on the Loird's Prayer, the Greed, 
and the Ten Commandments. Could he 
have devised a more excellent course 4nd 
fxietibod of instruction, to allay prejudice, 
9lid to cod vey solid eraogelieal knowledge ? 
Sittch a ministry, at such a period, could not 
fcAl to excite ofibnce* Ofifence was excited : 
but the true cause was not always assigned. 
iSknna compllained of his youthful appearr 
ance ; which is said to hare been at tiiis 
period (though I should scarcely hare sup- 
posed it) extrcsnely boyish. *^ VVhatj #c 
are to be btn^ed over, I suppose!'' Others 
ndsinterpTeted the condescension of his pri* 
Y4te Tisits. '^ He would go any where, they 
99idv fi>jr a cup of tea/^ But it is remark- 
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able^ that most of those who had ^vanilly 
objected to him at firsti became aftefrwai<ds 
his cordial friends. The blacksmith^s wife 
who had " despised' his youth," presently 
found hhn to be a mmi fully competent to 
promote her edification. ^* Herself believed, 
and her whole house/' 

Some remarkable coincidences/ and some 
most improbable successes, seemed to show 
the people that '* God was with hini." 

On one occasion, being driven by stress 
of weather into an odd house near the vi^ 
lage of Covency, he endeavoured, as his 
custom was, to improve the incident to the 
spiritual benefit of those amongst whom he 
had fellen. He enjoyed a Angular fdicity 
in availing himself of passing events. Al* 
ways ready and on the watch to speak for 
God; he could make the occasion preddi 
for him, by eliciting the most affecting truttis 
from the simplest occurrences. A poor 
woman happened to be in the cottage into 
which he was driven, who afterwards con^ 
fessed that she had for some time been me^ 
ditating to destroy herself So reasonable 
and so impressive was his discourse, that she 
was diverted from her purpose, embraced 
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new viewi smd pnticipl^, and^ became an 

\An old raan, nearly eighty years, of age, 
who . had never been known to frequmA a 
place of woi^hip> a drunkard, a blasphemer, 
a prov)erb of picofan^iess ; : was brought^ we "^ 
know not how^, to become a hearer at bis 
church, andgave eVjerysignof having heard 
to the saiving of his soul.. His. habits, his 
language, his confessions, his proteistations 
and entire demeanour were those of: a sin- 
cere penitftnt. His character had been so 
notorious, that his case excited much notice. 
He lived for some time after the cl^nge had 
taken . place in him, without any outward 
inconsistency of conduct, or /the slightest 
impeachment of his sincerity. 

The attendants at his communion service 
were very numerous, though Mr. Robinson 
was not in a hurry to admit persons to that 
holy ordinance. The following anecdote 
will illustrate this observation ; and will con- 
vey an useful hint, I trust, to other mini$tei»» 
as it has already dpne to me. Whilst; thcr 
bells were ringing for theymoming, service, 
when the' sacrament was to b§ administered; 

"^ged pfsrsoq; apparently in great distress of 
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mindji requested an nrteiri^w with Mr. Bto« 
binson. He earnestly deinred permisskm to 
attend at the altar, ackdowlec^iiig that he 
had nerer attended there before. Mr« Ro- 
bivison objected to his petition, amd stroogly 
QPged htm to wait for a futni^ opportonity. 
The old man seemed alfuort hcMt-bvoken at 
the refusal : *' Must he indeed go away after 
having so eagerly longed for the privilege V 
Mr. Robinson was penetrated by his earnest* 
ness and by his anguish. *^ I have not time/' 
said he, ^* to enquire much, but answer me 
tht!«e questions. ^ Do you ecMrdially grieve 
hr sin ? Is your dependance simply upon 
Christ f Is your mind fully bent upoq sef¥^ 
ing God in holiness ?'' The ma» solembfy 
replied in the affirmative to all these ques- 
tions. Then said Mr. Robinson, " Go to 
c^hureh; listen attentively to the service; 
look up to God to direct you ; and if you 
still feel inclined, after the former *servicc^ is 
over, to make the attempt ; come, and the 
Lord be with you !" Mr. Robinson described 
the appearance of the man as being parti*' 
cularly interesting ; sometimes broken dowfif 
with dejection, sometimes a little cheered 
and encouraged, throughout the whole traus^ 
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fixed Tfith attention; lie ventured to CMoe; 
received strength and ccmsobation.; '' went 
CO: his way rejoicing/' 

The simplicity and practicable suture of 
the inquiry to which be dkeeted himi render 
it an useful pocketrguide for those who ma.y 
be called tO( give advice in sinajj^r cases^ 
rapidly. 

Such beisig the nature, notoriety, and suc- 
cess of bis ministry, the curate of Witqham 
necessarily became the subjiect of nwch 
puUiic' conversation. He was discussed in 
the Chapter-house at Ely, and ip the Com* 
bination Booms at Cambridge, In the for* 
mer^ whilst he had enemies who reviled, he 
bad advocates who defended him ; and some 
who would even put themselves to trouble^ 
that they might eonfiite false reports by 
lair and convincing evidence, I have heard 
Mr, Robinscox relate an anecdote in con- 
firmation of this remark, of which I cannot 
now recal the circumstances,, but of which 
the prominent features were ; that one qf t}ie 
company present, a prebendary of Ely, (I 
believe, the late Rev. Dr, Gooch) either 
went himsdf^. or sent off a person iq a post 
chaise to Witcham (which wa^ onljy five 
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miles distant from Ely) in order to bring n 
witness^ who might disprove some degrading 
charge falsely brought against him. Hap- 
pily, there is in human nature that which 
sometimes procures a defender for the vir- 
tuous, even where the motive of interpo- 
sition is not the purest in the world. " Some 
indeed preach Christ even of envy and 
strife : and some also of good-will.'' 

In Cambridge, some of his most ancere 
friends took alarm at the rumours which 
they heard about him; and amongst' others 
his tutor Mr. Postlethwaite, who, as we have 
seen,, esteemed him very highly. Hear- 
ing that Mr. Robinson was turned, or turn- 
ing methodist, Mr. Postlethwaite from the 
kindest motives, seriously took him to task : 
exhorting him to beware ; to consider, what 
mischief the methodists were doing, and at 
what a vast rate they were increasing. Upon 
this, Mr. Robinson put the question, ♦' §lir, 
what do you mean by methodist P Explain, 
and I will ingenuously tell .you whether I 
am so or not." This caused a puzzle and a 
pause. But at last Mr. Postlethwaite broke 
out and said, " Come then TU tell you. I 
hear that in the pulpit you impress it on the 
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miods of your hearers, that th^y are to at* 
tend to your doctrine, fronithe consideration 
that you will have to give. an account of 
them, and of your treatment, of them, at the 
day of judgment.**—'* I am iburprised,*' said 
Mr. Robinson, *' to hear this objected/' f' It 
k true, &c. &c. •'* But Mn Robinspn gdt no 
further explanation from Mr.; Fostlethwaite 

» 

than that the increase ;of lire Methodists 
was an alarming thing. 

There were other Cambridge friends who 
heard, or his proceedings with very different 
ears, and were tempted to ride over - to 
Witcham, that they might witnesEi and pro- 
fit by his ministry: 

One of these writes to me : " The stir 
which he paused at Witcham by the dis- 
chai^ of his clerical duties was astonishing. 
Numbers went over from Cambridge to see 
and to hear him. I was a witness to his 
crowded church, and to. the • unparalleled 
attention which was -paid to him. They 
hung on his lips, and listened with greedy 

* I suppose Mr. Pwdethwaite wenh on to state^ that 
although a certain degree of seriousness was necessary ; 
Mr« Rotnnson's was excessive. 
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cars* He began by very slaw degrees to 
apeak exlempoi^/' 

The ktte Mr. Joseph Milaer of HqH» was 
oiie of those who wenfc over to Wkdiam to 
see him ; ^ and was delighted with tht »p- 
fiearandes/' 

During one of his occasional ahnnees 
ipom home; (I rather believe^ oft the. oc* 
ea^bm of his going to attend his ^Mfcher'a iu« 
neral ;) some controversy aooompanied wkh 
mueh warmth and maNoe wasercitoliahis 
parish^ by a professed dislike to the singsog 
of hymns! in the church aarviae. IVfr; lieinb 
JoiBie^ the ndighbdurifig V/itar of Witchfbrd, 
whose church Mr. RobiiisOB served with 
Witcbam, wa^ the leader of the oppofii^ljon. 
Mr« RobiudOfiii'^ fHendb wrote to |p&riti Ubi 
what waj» passings and he .gave them. his 
simttmeote or rathen ^f<Miae^ m J'oplyi 
*^ Where there is. nfrli.w/'isaid,he^ ''>th«iie 
h ^ trwogressidn.. Our cajtons and jrhbms 
presciibe; rid exchiai^e tsmttsi :ibr . siilg^lg^ 
Oiif chut^ck sl^rviee is ciunplste idthoutiUTi 
singing at all. The New Version of Psalms, 
by Brady and Tate, is the only authorized 
composition; and the aiu^ority eVie&o^; thai! 
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oompd^ition is o»ly a kibg'« letter whicii 
rorommeiidsr' it Queeb Elizi^betl^'s regi^** 
laAion eridently leaYeS'- a cfiscretion as to 
the^form adopted^ provided only it be ^ siich 
89 may be understandedr of t!he piaople/ 
I €bn»der mysdiP a»' at liberty there^e, 
said he,* to! make my own selection; with 
thc^ limitation^ that i am responsible for 
thertrat^ and pi'opriety of the matter sung^ 
as> much' &&' of the matter preached . - ' 

It xrai& by the same kind of alignment 
that be vindicated tills practice, ta the end g£ 
his>life, with much zeal andspirit. He always 
gave a decided preference to the old version 
' in, cOiiip&tii9on df the new ; but he did not 
ch<>bse to adopt either exclusively. 

Lei ttie propose it as a question to the 
advocates for the exclusive use of either of 
bot& veraioni^ whether dil^ are' prepared tb 
deny that there is a great poverty of sen- 
timent^ aild of expreasion, noior^ especmUy 
of sound christian instruc^n; in those ve^* 
«bns^ and whether iti be not,r to say the 
leaisl^ an opportunity of adniinisteritfg 
spiritual edification lost^ when we rtotriet 
ourselves to the use of them ? For my own 
pai^ £ confess I find, it exceedingly diffi<?iril; 

JiF* £ ^ 
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to make a selection of four or five ^erse^ 
especially in the order in which theyoociir, 
from any one Psalm, without ofSsnding my 
judgment; or my taste, or bodi ; ' and, when 
I consider the important use which may be 
made of this lively exercise, for promoting 
the present and abiding edification of the 
people^ I cannot but deem it highly! expe- 
dient, that the ministers of the churdi of 
England should exercise a privilege wJuch 
seems clearly to belong to them, offoramg 
a judicious selection of Psalms and H3niins 
ftom various a{^roved sources, for their con- 
gregations. '^ To sing praises with under- 
standing/' is an improving and reviving ex- 
ereise of tbat "b«tLmto which we have;" 
and I belieVe it will be [founds that.maiiy of 
the poorer members of our congregations 
derive much of their spiritual kaowlodge, 
as well as much of their enjoyment and re- 
freshment during the week^ from the Psalms 
and Hymns oi the preceding sabbath. 

This opposition, however, probably laid 
the foundation of his speedy departure from 
Witcham. The inunediate cause of his 
departure is not fully ascertained; hut I 
think it appears^ that he could at. most 
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only have retained one of his cfatrfiches, 
(Witcham,) possibly not that; and that, 
feeling he could not consistently remain 
there, he judged it expedient to begin his 
Mquiries after a new situation. . .^ 

His residence at Witcham, included a 
period of two years. It is pleasing .to know, 
that during this. short period he was not 
only diligently followed but devoutly h^ird ; 
not only devoutly heard> but understood, 
felt, and obeyed; His work was solid ; 
and its effects were substantial and enduring. 
" Many of the children of Israel did he turn 
,iintothe Lord their God." These, were for 
the most part, if not without excef^ion, [ of 
a judicious, active, and exemplary chao 
racter; in whom the good seed had struck 
a deep, vigorous, and durable root, and 
brought much fruit to perfection ; " the hun- 
dred fold, the sixty fold, and the thirty 
fold." He left this people with sincere re* 
gret; visited them, occasionally during the 
remainder of his life ; remembered them 
always with very tender affection ; and cfon-^ 
stantly testified of the days which he spent 
with them, that they were amongst the 
happiest and most useful of his life* Hh 
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.depflrtune caused a general lamentaticm. 
The people said they had ae^er belbire been 
iavoured wil^ ^o eminent a minister, nor did 
they expect to see his like again. To this 
day h^s remembered, as my corresfMndeot 
informs me, with much gratitude and re- 
spect ; his approvers revering him as tfaev 
ibest friend, their spiritual father ; and his 
adversaries acknowledging " that there had 
been a prophet amongst th^n/' 

When inquiring about a new situation, 
three difFerent curacies were proposed to 
him at the same time; I believe by the 
very same post. His friend Dr. Stevens, 
who was at that time a Fellow of Trinitv 
CUege in Cambridge, and had cnuectio.;. 
with Leicestershire, had ventured to hkilt 
that Mr. Haines's curacy at Leicester was 
vacant, and to propose that he should ac- 
cept it. Probably Dr. Stevens bad men- 
tioned his name to the Rev. Mr. Haines, 
who also wrote to him. However, wben 
he received the proposal, he thought it the 
lea!tt likely of the three, and told Dr. 
Stevens that his mind was quite against it. 
*' He had passed through Leicester," he said, 
^* a few years before, during the heat and 
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yiolfthoe of & contested election^ (an elee^ 
tion which is generaUjr remembered at 
Leicester by the name of Coote and Grey's 
electidi;) and so unpleasant was the im- 
f»^ession made upon his mind, that, in going 
down one of the f^rincipai streets in the 
stage coach, he had privately whispered a 
prayer to God that it might never be his 
portion to reside at Leicester. What he 
bad heard and inquired since, did but 
serve to confirm hin» in his wish and re* 
solution/' . Dr. Stevens remonstrated with 
him ; and a^ed, whether the reasons which 
thus induced him to dislike the oflfer^ were 
Bot, in &ct, strong motives for accepting it 
^^ If the place were in this dissipated and dis- 
orderly condition, had they not special need 
of a Restorer I Where* should ^ man labour 
go soon, as where he is moi^' waqt^d I £ase 
and convenience would keep hifn back ; 
but zeal and self-denial would urge him to 
go/' He was struck with the reasoning, 
and at length after some deliberation con* 
sented to undertake the curacy ; but under 
a Ml conviction that he should her rejected 
before three months were eixpired. 
1 have often heard him give the accounl 
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cf.bisfirstentraDce into Leicester. Haevihg 
waited upon Mr. Haioes .with his letter of 
introduction, h@ was carried by him to a 
sniall ordinary at one of the public houses^ 
(the old Bear and Swan^) where Mr. Haines 
usually dined on the Saturday, in order that 
he might the more conveniently transact the 
busmessi of the Spiritual G>urt ; of which he 
aqted ais the principal Surrogate. Here Mr. 
Rdbioson had some opportunity of forming 
a slight judgment respecting the characters 
of the people, amongst whom he was to 
dwell and ministen He /was afterwards 
conveyed in the course of the evening to 
drink tea with an infirm old lady of some 
estimation for piety, residing at the corner 
of New Street ; to whom the vicar was' in 
the habit of paying this weekly visit. His 
former impressions were not much obviated 
by the appearances and conversation of the 
first day. 

Leicester was at this time in the state ex- 
hibited by many other provincial towns 
both previously and subsequently, in which 
pure gospel light has for a long. season, been 
obscured. Much of mating and drinking, of 
fard playing apd of frivolous dissipaition. 
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pfevaired amongst the richer people ; much 
of low sensuality amongst the poorer. Re- 
ligion was a feeUe and sickly plant ; it con« 
sistied for the most part in names and fbrms^ 
.and a sort of plmrisaical attendance ujpon 
one service on the Suncfey. Party spirit^ 
.envy and strife, jealousy and railing, chiefly . 
•x>n the ground of petty divisions in provincial 
politics, with a high degree of bigotry and 
intolerance in religion, were found in most 
circles. ' What little of vital religion there 
was, appeared principally amongst the Dis- 
senters ; especially those of the Presbyterian 
and Baptist persuaision. 
. But in this general dearth of evangelical 
spirit, there wasi a small remnant of Church- 
men ; persons cordially attached to the doc- 
trines and discipline of the church of. 
JSngland ; **. who waited for redemption in 
Israel." Some of these had fbrnied them- 
selves into a religious society, on the plan 
detailed and recommended by Dr. Wood- 
ward*; . and, under the sanction of the Rev* 

« * 

^ See '^ An Accottnt of the Rise and Progress of the 
Religious. Societies,*' 8cc. by Josiah Woodward, D. D. ; a 
little book which I earnestly recommend, for its sober and 
lervent piely, to the perusal of all who love and would 
extend ^e flame of chsistian devotion. 
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Mn SimmcNM, the Ticar of St Maiy% (wfae 
himself also sometimes attended,) were ac- 
customed to meet every Tuesday everang 
9t the vestry of St. Mary's Church. The 
society consisted of about twenty persons ; 
all of the established church, and all 29ea- 
louflly attached to her principles. Dr. 
Woodward's rules and even forms of prayer 
were their guide; and it was generally a 
part of the Evening's Service to make 
special prayer to God, who, as they believed^ 
has all power in his hands, that he would 
be pleased to send into his churches^ and 
particularly into this portion of his vineyard, 
faithful pastors ; who might diligently, fer- 
vently, and fully preach the goi^el of Jesus 
Christ 

This society was founded in the year 
1768; had continued nearly six years when 
Mr. Robinson came to Leicester ; and did 
not cease till one of their number was 
enabled, through the divine blessing, to found 
a weekly lecture in the same church, on the 
Tuesday evening, appointing Mr. Robinson 
his first lecturer, in the year 1778. 

This same gentleman, happening to learn 
at the News*Room on the preceding evepiog 
that Mr. Hain6s had ju$t engaged a new 



<ji]TSEte, mbo was: to presadi lor tbe firA time 
at £^. Ma]!tin's on tibe following aK)ri»og» 
determioed to go .^uid hedr him ; fiot withr 
out some faint hopes of fiodwig io him tiie 
ambas^dor whoRi he .had k»g hte^fk ia tke 
hsJbit of pmyieg for* iMs exfeet^0ifiB wi9P« 
sAt dffisai{)pointed. The tejKl: wm mi^ f^ 
these. '^ Now then we are a^ilbaaHadoi^ fef 
ijhrist, as though Ood did bese#5h you by 
as; we pray you in Christ's $t^d be y« 
recoQciled to God'/* Or» *^ Aod the tiioiesi 
of this igtiorau^e Grod winjbed at; hut now 
eommaodeth ^U men every where to ro<» 
pent; because he hath appointed a day in ih« 
which he will jiidg^ the WQK^ rigbteou^^ 
aess^ by that man whom he hath ordained "^'^ 
I ^athei'tfainkiit was the latter^ ThisheaiseF 
'^ had his senses exercised by reason of use 
to disoem b^h good, and mfiV He '^ kmm 
the joyful sound..'^ Man hiinihled; Qod 
eacalted ; the fiery judgment which is tp tiy ; 
ruin by the fall; i^covc^.bytfae jnoaifna^ 
tion of the Son of God ; the dead soul 
iquickened by the spirit; the disobedient 
made just and holy : these. are sounds which 
characterize the faithful ambassadort and in 

* Q, Cor.'V. 20. * Acts xvii, 30^ 31. 
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which the disoeraing hearer at once recog* 
nizes him. ** This is very delightful indeed," 
tsaid a truly pious member of the society 
which I have named : " this is very delight*^ 
ful indeed/' said he to his next neighbour^ 
not able to contain his joy even in the midst 
of the discourse ; ^' but I can tell him if he 
goes on so, they will call him a metbodist/' 
I have iiaid that one of thcfse two texts 
was his first in Leicester. Certainly they 
succeeded each other, and were amongst 
his earliest subjects : they were followed by 
others of like import and weightiness. The 
el^aracteristics of his^ ministry at this ; time 
were solemnity, ardour, and vigour. He 
knew the soil into which he was casting his 
seed : fellow ground was to. be broken up. 
The careless were ' to be roused ; the sleeps 
ing and the dead were to be awakened ^ 
quickened, made to. hear. He must efiect 
this, (I speak as a man) by awful state* 
ments of the wrath of God; of the abomi- 
nable sinfulness: of man; of the universal 
and utter condemnation and incapacity of 
" these sinners against their own souls.'' To 
this end, he opened the commsuidments;* 
showing largely and deeply their spiritual 
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nature, and. their tremendous . ouCiction. 
These sermons are remembered and sppken 
af^ to this day, with paotilisu* impressions^ 
through the^many* arrows of convictioa 
which they were the -^nieans of infixing in 
the heatts> of his hearers. :^ ! , : j 

I have heard him say iri his latter yew?, 
tliat he thought he had he^n, too rough. I 
believe he was miistaken. His w^^pon wtts 
of the very nature) which the: case reqilined. 
jSelf-righ^eiOUsness wa& to be ferreted out;of 
ite lurking holes, and : hunted down. Senr 
suality, qoydtoushess, Tippudent vice, luke^ 
Wiurm dissipation, ; stup^ iudiff^fence wete 
to be expos6d» alarmied, and renounced; 
Xhe despised, misapprehended, perverted, 
unl^npwn cross was to :be. lifted up, uniplded, 
made yisible, made intelligible, for; thie 
prostration, conversion, sanctification, joy, 
peace, a:nd. etfcmal glory; of the people. 

By i all accounts he did .this nobly: he 
oast dowji and he built. up; he laid low and 
he lifted high : and this lie contrived to do 
even in the same semion. v The beginnings 
and former parts of his sermons were in 
general veiy alarming- and; terrific; ' tb^ » 
4ondiuding paxts, higMy eni^ouraging and 
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consolobory. A pmis oid Difiienter, hafx- 
peaii^ to' p&j&s hj the church on his way 
hdnte afosr the service df the meetMlg^ weM 
in> ai^d heard the conclusion "of one of h» 
6krlAet sermonise **Wfeat a loving, en^ 
cours^ng^ and delicioiM morsel, did I doiiM 
'm to tds)^/' said he : hot it was in filet the 
eonDinuafiioti of ofie of fats' most offen^^ 
di%otil«i^4 

HJs general depotliment and habits^ of 
M€ wei^e in perfect harmony with h^ pd^ 
teaching. He was studions, diUg^it, s^ 
ri6m. M:€ did AOt altogether decline social 
visiti^/bwt he was lli^uch in his study; and; 
though he possessed a remarkable vivacity 
df temper, and conversed' witfti the greatest 
fteedoM add cheerfulness, he never foi^^ 
his Master, or Tiis^ Mastered sei^ ice> in atty 
convivial paity into which^ he might b^ 
thrown. It wa^ a talent wbich> he eariy 
possessed) and diligendy euMvated, to^ im- 
piXMre the commonesfc as well as j(;he tkowe 
rare incidents of lifev and to give a seriods 
turn to ordinary subjects of conversation^: 
he preached' in the parlour, aibr its* mdnnor, 
mrjith scaKeiy Ibss^ skill than in' the" pulpit. 

it was to be exited tl^t sucb^ a? m^ 
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tiifiilr^, cb^aeter* and cooduet) wcmid tooA 
cieatis bim «ome waf mly Attached friends^ 
a»d scosie fierce^ reviling enemies. Titt 
society urbticb I have already rabre than 
once referred tow becaihe, to amani hi» cov^ 
dial suppovtiersi, and coatiDtied such till i^ 
patated by 4e«th; ' '' - 

Many ptom Dissentets came back to i^ 
Estabiash)iaent> woD bjr the fidelity, wi^dftMr, 
aoMl efficacy of his public minidtrafions. 
But the great majority of the people^ espie^ 
taal^ ef wli^t aire^ called the better sort; 
usere strongly adverse to his person ^^d 
dbctriae^, many> of them^ a9 I am willibj^ 
tO) believe, thtough Mse^ coni^eptions^ of his 
statements^ opimons/and pktts of action*; 
fooie tbirough the indiscreet zeal of weB 

Kteiitioned friemfe. 

'\ 

ft is not superfl^o^rs to remd.rk, that a fret^ 
and ifltrepfitf declaration- of the characteTistib' 
tntfihd of the gospel is, from* its Very nature; 
likefy to be misapprehen^d' and misrdpi^e-^ 
fenOd^ in a mined Ctmgregdtion; Which hk's 
•ot been aocnstomed to toear it. Not only 
la the ) cartiul mi¥kd^ entniliy ag&inse Ood', hat 
Aecamal eai^is gross, and thecarnaFundfer- 
^ sMiding^kened. How probable-is it th6tti 
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that, when we speak of the universa] and 
extreme sinfulness of nian^ many should cry 
out^ ' you call all men murderers and liars :• 
that, when we declare ^ salvation is all <^ 
grace/ they should chai^ us with rendering 
all human exertion and diligence unneces- 
sary : that, when we say ^ good works have 
nothing to do with our justification/ they 
should call us advocates for licentiousness ! 
Amongst the gentlemen of the corpora- 
tion, there were . two of considerable in- 
fluence at that time, who made no secret of 
iJtitir dislike to him. Scarcely any tale was 
too ridiculous or too humiliating for these to 
believe and propagate to his disparagement : 
•nor would they have tolerated him in. his 
situation of curate at St. Martin^s^ but firom 
an hope not very faintly expressed, that, as 
his countenance was pallid, and his bodily 
frame apparently languid, he would not be 
likely to trouble them long. . *^ Let him 
alone,'* said one to the other ; '* he will kill 
himself in a year/' One of these gentlemen 
had the irreverence to take his prayer book 
and walk out of church between the prayers 
and sermon, on occasion of Mr. Robinson's 
preaching a sermon unexpectedly at St ^ 
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Martin's, some yettrs after ^^ had left i^t 
curacy. Mr. Robinison had ^ * oppwtdi^Jty 
oPr^toibristraiting with him the ^ti^t momihg 
lipcMi til!ie indectency of Ms bfeftavldart*^'*^!^ 
freely forgive your disr«iit>feet to i&e/' fiGlid hey 
''but you insulted God and the congt^gtti^ 
tion by youi* pet;ulaney.'' When the Culf^rtt* 
defended hiniself by expiring his feai-'thdl:^ 
the sermon T^oiild be long: " It'jsJttot>thii^ 
length,. Mr. Aldermaii; it is not ihd ItttgtH/ 
as you very well kftoifirjibubiitb^^dofctriiifr' 
which offends you.'' The •convenlation'hmr'* 
ever 'etided pleasantly, with Mr. Robinson 
assuring hitn» that if he would kt any 4ifiie 
tell him when he should l^e there, h0 would 
enga^ to include his sermon within. the 
limits of .half an hour^.. 



» • . / 



Tlfe other. gentleman Residing in the parish 
of St. Mary » of which Mr. j^obioison . after* 
wajids became the iilcumbent, pursued him ; 
with enmity in all pdcochial measuree^ during: 
a . CDUrsie of years ; withheld himself < altor . 
gether iirbm hi& ministry, iattending^ con*' 
stantiy at another church ; and onoe defends 
ed his systematic neglect' bf his own parish 
drarcb; in the presence of: the Bishop of 
Xilncoln, with a degree of vehement but 

F 
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lidiculous abrimony, which drew a loud 
laugh from his lordship ; <^n the ground that 
Mr. JRobiQson allowed Watts's Hymns to 
be sung in his congregatioD. '' Hpwrcan 
you undertake ^ to speak of the want or suir 
ficiency of rooiti in the churchy Mr. Alder- 
mofi, when you are never present. in,^it at 
the; time of pubHe • worship ?" ";No— new* 
ne^er will be — so l<Mig b& you allow Watts*s 
Hymns to be sung," The voice and ge^re 
with^ which he uttered these words^; were 
irresistibly ludicrous. 

. It is copsoktory to know, that both these 
gentlemen lost much, if not all, of their 
animosity towards this good maji b^foce they 
died.. One of them I visited myself iahb 
li^t sickness; before which, and in the.coarse 
of which,' he had been brought to speak 
with much " re^peet of Mr. Robinson's cha- 
racter. The other, who was by far * the 
more provoking and illrmanniered in his 
hostility, sent to Mr. Robinson when lying 
upon his d^th-^bed,: and with gr/eat earnest- 
ness besought im prayers and interces^on& 
So notorious was the enmity whidi he had 
for years felt^ that the whole neighbotii^hood 
,was roused to look at Mr. Robinson going 
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to his house as a visitor. The vehemenoe 
of his supplications was intense ; and I have 
more than once heard Mr. Robinson describe 
the apparent agony of mind/ with which he 
joined in some portions of the Litany, as 
read to him on that occasion. 

^^ In the hour of death, and in the day of 
jtidgment. 

Good Lord deliver us.'' 

'* O sure he will, sure he will;'' repeiated 
the poor terrified old man ! 

There was a sort of open place of rendez- 
vous to which any might resort, and many^ 
did resort, for the purpose of discussing thd 
news of the day, at the door of a frequented 
bookseller's shop in the market-place. Here 
tjliey sat togcjther on a sort of garden-seat^ 
which was significantly termed *' the seat of 
the scornful.'' One of the half<*dozen gen- 
tlemen who usually met there; himself the 
keenest and sagest of the scorners;; humor*^ 
ously gave it this name. Here amongst 
otbensubjects of debate, the merits andde^ 
merits of the new curate of St. Martia's 
must take its turn. They were hr .the most 
part agreed that he was a Methodist : but 
then, what, is a Methiodist? One said, hii 

r 2 
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idea of a Methodist was a man who preach- 
ed in a tree. Another said, one who nev^r 
smiles. What could he done with this 
stranger and lus new-&ngled notions P Dtf^ 
ferent expedients, were suggested* Most of 
them were for applying to the vicar to dk» 
miss faimJ But the wise man of the party 
reminded them that this would be a very 
uncertain expedient^ They- might have 
anotbcar. who was no better; .''Your best 
way would be to get a hew bible/' 

Let this remark introduce us to the acr 
quaintance pf the late Rev. William Lud- 
km, thaw.itty and discerning author of tbi& 
ironical proposal; 

- Mr. Ludlam^ who had formerly been a 
distingii&hed Student^ Scholar; Fellow, and 
Tutor . of St, Jobn^ts Cdlege, Cambridge ; 
the intimate friend and companion of Dr. 
PowelU Dr* Balguy, Dr. Ogden, and other 
literary ^eademks of that day; had now 
accepted a eollege liming, had retired to his 
native town, and was residing with his 
' younger brother, the Rev, Thomas Ludlam, 
in his house attached to the confratership of 
Wjg»tiMf s Hospital Mn Ludlam was at 
this time chiefly occupied in mechanical 
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pursuits; with which he united a very large 
sh^re of attention to the newspapers and 
other political publica;tions of thftt p^iod. 
He did not usually go to church even on 
the Sunday ; and, when he did go,' it was 
generally from the workshop; with hands 
and legs which showed where he had 
been*. 

Mr. Robinson had been warned before he 
went to Leicester, that he must expect in this 
man an enemy; an acrimonious enemy, and 
an eneihy of mdch influence. How differ- 
■ent was'tbe event from the prophecy ! Thife 
eipecteid persecutoi' was from the fir^ 
friendly, simd fought the battles .of the Lord's 
servant ovith great wisdom, energy, aiKi 
sudcess. • We; have a specimen of hi$ art io 
the feet related ab0ve. : ; ' - 

Mn Robinson had not beien loog at Lei- 
cester, whei), on bis return from the inoriir 

* Notbiii^ can be farther -fpom the ^Aithor's intention 
than the expressing pf any wanton disrespect towards the 
memory of Mr. Ludlam, or any other person whom he 
may nazoer but, if he. is. to gi^e .any Account at a}l of \bifl 
4i^f^, b^, mu|t^inentioa the.char$u;ters with v(bic)i he lived 
and acted ; and^ if he is to convey just intelligence, l)e 
niust represent 'things as he has the liest reason to believe 
tfaat.'tfai&jr iya}}j.were< 
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ing prayers, he met Mr. Ludlam on his 
way from " the seat of the scornful." Mr, 
Ludlam had something venerable, but very 
peculiar, in his appearance. He wore a 
large roquelaure; and had his face and 
head a good deal muffled up in his hat and 
the hood of his cloak. He had also some- 
thing of Dr. Ogden's emphatic protrusion of 
the head. Their first interview was in St. 
Martin's Church*yard. After some common 
salutations, Mr. Robinson said, " I fancy. 
Sir, the good people of St. Martin's begin to 
find that they have got a strange sort of 
man amongst them/' '* Indeed they do. 
Sir," said Mn Ludlam, " indeed they do. 
The ladies cannot return so comfortably 
fi-om their prayers to the card table, as they 
could formerly. But it is high time we 
should have something new. We have had 
the humdrum long enough/' This conversa*- 
tion led to a visit : and,^ from that time, a 
fi^equent and very fiiendly intercourse was 
established and maintained between them 
in private. In public, Mr. Ludlam became 
a constant, affectionate, and most attentive 
hearer of Mr. Robinson's discourses; stand- 
ing up in his pew generally during the. whole 
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sermoD, with the most marked respect and 
often with weeping eyes ; promoting his ac- 
ceptance by all means in his power ; and 
being always ready with his advice, where a 
difficulty arose which rendered a counsellor 
necessary. 

With some few interruptions, and those 
such as served only to prove the fidelity of 
friendship, their harmonious coimection sub- 
sisted till Mr. Ludlam's death. He was 
faithfully attended, and faithfully counselled, 
by Mr. Robinson in his last i11nes$. The 
Essays which he had published, and the ca- 
villing disputatious spirit into which the in- 
firmity of his natural temper and of his 
languishing body had occasionally betrayed 
him, having seemed to demand some plain 
and heart-searching inquiries as to the nature 
and foundation of his religious views and 
hopes: Mr. Robinson did not shrink from 
this painful, difficult, and delicate exercise 
of his office; and always declared his firm 
conviction, that all was well with him unto» 
dhd in, his closing scene. The humility and 
submission of this patriarch ; the patience 
with which he would' listen to a younker 
such as he was, and even to the prayers ef 
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an uneducated female servant, which he 
valued much more than his own; the con- 
stancy and assiduity with which he waited 
upon God ii\ His house; the comparativie 
ccMQtempt . which he often expressed for 
human learning and for all human attain- 
mepts; (confessing that his mathematics had 
l^en his enemy, and that he envied' the 
poor illiterate women who were kneeling 
upon ^e bare stones in the aisles of St 
Mary's church;) these and similar facts 
compelled Mr. Robipsoh to believe that God 
yffBs wjth him, ha4 reoeived him, and "would 
giv^ hivoi the kingdom;" though it was 
equally manifest, , that be^ would not save 
: him as a phMosopher. '' ^o fleeh shall glory 
in his pTpsepce/' 

, The success with which Mr. Robinson 
l^i^tiv^ted and improved his connection 
with Mr* I^udlam, is a cQifvincing proof of 
JbtJE fii§c^rnpi0|iti fcKbearaEK^/f^ndgpod sense* 
It;¥rouldL;ijiavQ,.t>een;eagy',t<>:iB^e. hioi his 
^q^jjiy. t jbut, with a view , to hk ow;n.f(;abiUty 
,4«id M$eful?if!s§,;itws^s najost.i^portf^t t^P.win 
^U3id;to T^m him ias. ^ friend. . ; . 
, ,,;]V|f. ,T, LjucU^mi 4»fWg bj? brot^ier's life- 
tm^ ^^ :ft^ soq^e.;ye^ after fafis death. 
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was scarcely less attached to Mr. Robinm 
sou, than his brother. Indeed his attach- 
ment appears to have been of a more ar- 
dent and conspicuous kind. When it was 
told him that all the people were gone frcwn 
his congregation to hear Mr. Robinson at 
All Saints;" I wish they were»" said he, 
" for then I might go too." He removed 
this objection however, by engaging a curate 
to perform, his duty at St. Martin's, titiat he 
might, hear Mr. Robinson in the afternoon 
as well as in the morning. We shall have 
occasion presently to remark and to lament, 
that this attachment did not continue to the 
end of h^s life. 

What was felt by the Ludlanis^ di4 not 
confine itself to the rich and learned, nor 
y«t to the ptx)r and ignorant, but was ex- 
tended in a degree to all sorts of persons 
fesidj^nt in the place.; . Men not o;;^ly;Wco- 
:<terfid at his preachiQg, s^nd perpeiyjad his 
ex^mjJeto b^ of a superior luncib J^ut^ some 
even tried to imitate his spirit ^nd conduct, 
qppn tlieir pwn defective; and .ignorant prin- 
ciples*. ' - . ^ ' . • 

:'!(he,i^ricUoTd of the Three, Cf^i^ Jnn, a 
pcirfioii ;Well known ip l^i/ce^r anti its 
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neighbourhood at that period, had sent one 
of his servants to fetch a bottle of rum fix>ii] 
the cellar. He was a very passionate man^ 
and accustomed to express himself very 
strongly, when displeased. His servant in 
bringing the bottle carelessly, dropt and 
broke it : upon which the innkeeper, con- 
trary to custom, said not a word, but walked 
out into the garden. After a while, he came 
in and sat down again, with great composure, 
saying, " Well, I have conquered the devil ; 
and what could Robinson have done more?" 
This gentleman was not an hearer of Mr. 
Robinson, but spoke from the general im- 
pression which the town had of him. 

The impression was general, but the feel- 
ings which it excited were various and oppo- 
site. To him, with no inconsiderable degree 
of propriety might be applied those awfiil 
annunciations of our divine Saviour; "Think 
you that I am come to send peace on earth? 
I came not to send peace but a sword. For 
I am come to set a man at variance against 
his &ther, and the daughter against her mo- 
ther, and the daughter-in-law against her 
mother-in-law.'' ** I am come to send fire 
on the earth; and. what will I^ if it be already 
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kindled'?" Kindled it certainly was; and, 
whilst it warmed and made active many 
useful friends, it irritated and drew forth 
many fierce and powerful opponents. So 
widely and strongly was the flame spread, 
that it became scarcely possible to remain 
neutral. 

Mr; Robinson's public duty consisted of 
two full services on the Sunday, with pray- 
ers morning and afternoon, on the week 
days, alternately with another curate, at 
St. Martin's. Usually, he performed the 
whole service at St. Martin's on the Sunday 
morning, and in the afternoon at All Saints. 
But sometimes his vicar, Mr. Haines, made 
an exchange with him by sending him to 
Aylestone ; a village about two miles from 
Leicester, of which he held the curacy. 
Mr. Haines was an orthodox clergyman, 
who preached very correct sermons, with 
a very pleasing delivery. He had been 
much admired in earlier life, . and was still 
a favourite preacher very respectably fol- 
lowed ; being attended by some even from 
church ' to church ; when Mr. Robinson 

r Matth. X. 34, 35, Liike xii. 49. 
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first made his appearance in Leicester. 
His sermons, I have understood, were con- 
cise and elegant ; not always bis own, and 
not '^ways fresh for the occasion. I pre- 
sume too, that they did not always ex- 
hibit precisely the same view of christian 
doctrine, and were never very pointed in 
their application ; but in general, probably, 
they contained tolerably accurate statements 
of evangelical truth. JVf y reniark will be 
illustrated and confirmed by a little anec- 
dc^e which Mr. Robinson was Used some- 
times to repeat, wherein the contrast be- 
tween hfmself and Mr. Haines was drawn 
with sufficient eicactness. The sermon of 
t|ie morning having b^en discussed at the 
diniier table, where a considerable party 
was assembled ; it was pretty generally 
agreed, that Mr. .Haines and Mr. Robinson 
maintained the same dpctrines in their ser^ 
mons, but that Mr. Jlobinson was very in- 
tent upon supplying the proper application 
of his subject, whilst Mr. Haines left his 
hearers to makei it The servant maid who 
was waiting at table, happening to be a 
great admirer of Mr. Robinson, had with 
great difficulty restrained herself from putting 
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in her word, whilst the conversation was pro- 
ceeding ; but when they had come to their 
conclusion she could refrain no longer: 
'* Then," said she, '• I believe it will never 
be made/' 

Mr. Robinson's custom was to prepare 
one fresh sermon every week. He has 
often told me, that he never attempted 
more; (I suppose he must have meant as 
a general habit, not without its occasional 
exceptions ;) and that he thought it unad^ 
visable, for a young man especially, to at- 
tempt more: he would probably spoil one 
or both; arid would, in course of time, 
exhaust or injure his talents. The sermon 
which he preached on the Sunday morning 
at St. Martin's he preached, at the distance 
of ^ quarter of a year, in the afternoon at' 
All Saints ; and, he said, his hearers in ge^ 
ntiral much approved the plan. They were 
glad to hear the same sermon again, after 
that short interval. His sermon was usually 
about five minutes longer, when repeated 
at All Saints, than it had been in the first 
reading at St. Martin's; he had so much 
more of freedom and comfort in addressing 
the latter of the two congrbgatidns thi^n the 
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former, though consistiDg in great measure 
of the same people. This was the chief 
scene and season of his comfort, and appar 
rently of hid usefulness. I have known 
some persons return to this church, afler an 
absence of some years, with' peculiar delight, 
" rehearsing ft, that they were born there." 
It was here, that his sermons '' on the com*' 
mandments" and '* on the character and 
wrath of God," appear to have produced 
their most effective impression. The church 
was crowded to the full; and there were 
few scoffers. 

I have said he preached occasionally at 
Aylestone. Here also he was not without 
*^ seals of his apostleship/' A people' was 
fQvmed by his ministry, which continued to 
hold fast the peculiar doctrines of the gospel ; 
many of whom regularly attended his mi* 
nistry at St. Mary's afterwards ; many have 
already died in the faith ; aiKl some, as I 
afii informed by the presedt highly respect- 
able rector of that parish, still remain as 
'Va choice seed,'' frota which he hopes to 
cultivate a future harvest 

Mr. Robinson was always \^ery ast^id^ious 
io vipitiog the sick; and excelled^ w I can 
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from ' personal experience testify, in that 
important department of the ministeria,! 
office. He gave much time to it; was 
ji^tient, discerningi kind^ and faithful. He 
listened to all the story, though sometimes a 
tedious one ; and, as I have often heard him 
expre&s it, '' he pressed and pressed and 
pressed again, till he found the sore place.'' 
He ascertained the sefit of the wound ; he 
probed, he opened, he. stimulated, then 
sought to heal it. The last he could nc^ 
always do: l^ut he seldcAn Keft the bed side 
without coni^taii^ing the sick man to see and 
ackno^ledgCf his disease. He was as skil- 
lul in 'Vbiq/dingup the bruised,'' as in break* 
ing the ^' ^ut hearted." His knowledge 
of human nature was very extensive, and on 
these occasions it served him essentially. 
He had an happy talent of enlivening his 
visit ty rsome pointed story : which always 
carried its appropriate application and sting, 
and thus gave him the advantage of preach** 
ing tbe gospel unawares. In the earlier 
part of his ministry, I suspect he was rougher 
and more severe in tliese visits, than he be* 
caiDie in his latter years. However this be^ 
he enjoyed jthe peculiar sa^isiactipn of bring* 
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ing many to the experimental knowlcfdge of 
Christ in sickness, who had scaircely so much 
as he£ird that there was a Christ before; 
and of witnessing, many happy departures 
in the persons of those, to whom he had been 
the instrument of giving and stistaining re- 
ligious impressions by his public teachings. 
I have heard him say that he once took bis 
friend Mr. Newton to nearly twenty sick 
beds of his people who were dying glo- 
riously* 

Happy shepherd, who was permitted to 
see many of his sheep fotded, before fee was 
himself withdrawn from them ! These he 
did not leave in the howling wildertieas;^ 
they were' his prectinK>rs in glory: but b^^ 
shall have his rere-ward also. « 

These endowments which I have meiK 
tioned rendered him a peculiarly eligible 
person to fill the office of chaplain to th^ 
Infirmary ; to which he was appointed, not 
without considerable condpetition, as fcfee 
first regular chaplain to the house on ^ 
23d of June, 1774. 

Here, from the first, he was singnlarly 
blessed. The state of sickness^ seclo^idil, 
and leisure to which the patients afe indi- 
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i^cktally called ; the riew of a number €^ 
Gonipaiiions in the same plague ; the sigbA 
of ;death and the $en^ of pain ; judgment 
:9Q-4{eif)p;e]Hed with mercy; misery so alle- 
viated by compassfon, skilly and kindness:; 
B^ympeto caU>jE»)d opportuniiby^tot meditate: 
f^adfirnsricti ana^yjottj the tnort tdessimble 
4»^\ promyusing of a^U .situatioo^ fpr^^vang^ 
Iws^linstr^^t^on.it-Mr. ,ftiibi«soa >ras fully 
^nrfi of ;ite ^^pofta^^se; and kn^w ;well m 
IWfi.^ .;Hi9 ministry iheicewas solemn^ affeo- 

« 

lofi^fiiitfy^ ai)d: pointed J ; ' He read a;«electioii 
•Wfip^fty^l* fr^^^W the churcb service^ togietb^ 
W.itji'.a; pi^ioQ' of aieriptiure ; ' and .geaeradly 
i^l^e ^ a quarter of an l^nr, or tyr^^tylmr 
nv^t^t £romayefse;Qr tvfp.of tj)^lq$^Q.w,hicfti 
^h^dl?een reading;; cQnoludingtbe wM* 
jr^ll^'a stsort^^tmiPf^re pi»yie|'>r;!:Wp'to«l: 
c»ri^..tq h^ve :it ;rtn(ii^epi5toodi t^hemssS^ 

«*a%,tf^fvi«<f ea(?fe.<>r aftjfi^f t;b^.pa(ient8ii»- 
dfijit^i^aUy ;, ,aiid<!g^e?^, there,ivfere ^lofi 

•If lK)Teq«ired his pftrljiciul^i; ;«t|wtM)9- .:H« 
was assiduoQs'in contributing, hi^: part to- 
wards the general good management c^, -the 
bouse;;. tp which* d'liring ope period' of .hi^ 
nilii^y, W gave a good; deal of his time 
jtod K^e ; '9fyl ) for whiohi bis promptitudes, 

G 
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idiscretion, and decision as a tnan of busi^ 
tiess, eminratly qualified hi(n : buttbechi^p' 
Jain's yf^ his propen* office, and to 'that 
■ohkfly, he addressed and confined idm- 
sdf. • 

: N^ did he lose his feward* Mftdy 'i^ 
3iofdnt persofiis "went foHl) from his mintXItf 
#r8t kioWn there, into diflfereat ^tuti <>f Chte 
itbunty of Leicester, and of ot^er countiidb^ 
{it being the liberal object <^ the instktitiiM 
-to receive the sick poor of all counties -flistd 
iidiintfies; " of all kindreds, sMd na^o^ 
tmd toAgoage^D ^' gloitfying »idpraj^i^ 
i&odifot the things which they had h^WPd 
-and seen." They had gon^ into th»tt hooie 

•di^a^^d in' soul and body ; they tetinii^ 
jioving found a cure for both. tlkniW ti»*^ 
he ^lent under such a eclnVidEfbn ? K<b. ^hSjf 
<^M it 'abKM', tbey tofcl it "kf atid \mif. 
-They thatik^ God ; tfiey gafre '^oidb'tift 
Wtm^ They bec^M 'f>mabhers t6l ^^^Hi; 
ikkh in ilv>otd and f>ra(iti<[ie: < A '/^Mfa^k^lfe 
•£ifctj 4«ebU!(i«d <oncie to 'Mr. Rdbrat^n^-Hirh^ 
tf^6llii«g 4n NOifhantptdni^hir^: '^e^^AtSi- 
^%nibally m^ Veith & tit^ nes^t of <^ral«fil^ 
«^bMed^in ^ TiU&ge df th&t<M$tt^t^; ¥mHk 
ptofe^td^o'^ it^ oifgih td the '^tti6likl^ 
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and conduct of a woman that had returned 
s^t^ years before from the Leicester In- 
firmary. Mr. Joseph Wheatley reports a 
similar case of usefulness, in an opposite 
direction. He once made a visit to Not^ 
tingham in company witii Mr^ Robinson. 
¥i%ilst they were thene^ he took him to 
see « poor woman whose 1^ bad beea 
amputated in the Leicester Infirmary* 
" Will you have your leg agatn»" said he, 
^^ 'on concUtion that you lose your spiHtual 
benefits?'' *' No," replied die woman; ** I 
idst tny kg, indeed, in your Infirmary, but 
there I leftmed and Scmnd the way. of sat 
i^aNiNm." These weve by no means ^itary 
ffUtsttices, hot such as might be extended to 
^reat numbets. Tbe continual change of 
patients multiplied tbe objects of his minifr- 
tert^l care to an almost incredible degree; 
not leiB^ than twekte thousand patients faieiviag 
iitten admitted into the ^use during his 
chaplainship, to whom, nearly, he had the 
^opportunity of addressing himself several 
iima, under circumstances highly feivouraUe 
;ta serious inlpressions; By a wise regulatibUi 
wfaidi did mit eKist at first, but was intro- 
tChiMd by him assume years' experi^oe, 

g2 
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it was provided^ that the public service of 
die house should be performed in eadi of 
the three principal wards successively^ in- 
stead of being in the hall ; and thus eadi 
patient was oompelled to hear the gospel 
preached to him, at least once in every 
week that he continued there. The con- 
valescents in the other wards are required 
also to attend upon the service, in the ward 
where it happens to be perfi)rmed. 

His own good nature, good sense, and 
firmaess led to this regulation. On a certain 
dccasion, an obstinate old man peremptorily 
refiised to come down into the hall, when 
called to join in the service. He pretended 
that he could not move. ** Then,'' said . Mr. 
Robinson, " we will go up to him.'' He 
ordered the books and hassocks to be re- 
moved ; and, firom that pa*iod, the place of 
worship was vaiied. Much important ad- 
vantage, has, no doubt resulted fix>m the 
change. 

It was to be expected from a ministry 
like Mr. Robinson's, that it wouM .excite 
great searchings of heart in the hearers; 
and that be would have many priiiate visi- 
tors, if he Were understood to be accessible. 
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» 

who would be glad to inquire more minutely 
of him in secret, " what they must do to be 
i^ved/' He had majiy such inquirers, and 
he welcomed them cordially. On his first 
coming to Leicester he lodged with one 
Mr. William Cowper, in High Cross Street; 
a man of great probity, who highly esteemed 
Mr. Robinson as a man, but did, not quite 
relish his religious sentiorcnts. This Mr. 
Cowper had two brothers; to one of whom 
in particular, the daily worship which he was 
accustomed to conduct in the &mily, aided 
by his free and unreserved conversation, was 
imide abidingly useful. When Mr. Robinson 
became an housekeeper himself, he allowed 
some of his hearers occasionally to be pre* 
sent at his £imily devotions; and, after. a 
time, he assembled a little society of devcKit 
persons at his house once in the /week, 
taking all the precautions he could against 
abuse, by dividing them into small parties 
with a reference to. their age and sex. The 
applications for this privilege becoming after- 
wards more numerous, he assembled his 
visit(»rs in the vestry of the church ; till, at 
length, . through some unpleas^t interrup- 
tions, and other unforeseen difficulties^ he 
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judged it expedient to relinquish his ftsm e£ 
priyate . meetings altogether* In Ihe latter 
part of his ministry, he came to a deciited 
opinicm, that^ under the peculiar eifcum- 
siGinces of h^^ own station and congregation, 
sueh assemblings of his people w^e unne- 
cessary and injudicious. 

Not that I understood him to hare ccm- 
eluded, that all private meetings of ohris- 
tians for the pni*pose of pirayer and ispifitual 
edificatian' wore by one i^eefping sentepctt 
to be qoiidemned andavoided ;' on the ewi^ 
trary, I always underrixied him to express 
an high veneration for the . Woodwardinn 
plans, and for s6cie4:k$ conducted vq|imi 
^at model. But he fek them to be> what 
every ei^erienced minister will aeknbw* 
ledge, institutions of much delicacy and^di{^ 
iicuky, /^ not to bt enterprised or taken io 
hand rashly,*' requiring much care and fore- 
thought in their origin, and much watchful 
nei^ in their usie. Whilst he tv^as fully 
sensible of the advantages they aflbrd, in the 
way of nearer and more affectionate inter- 
course between the minister and his hearers; 
thus inaking*him better acquainted with their 
wants^ and enabling him more apposkely to 
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and harmony between the several, parj^of tj^ 
i^k ^nd tlve»r slmpfai?rd ; tlui$ assisliiPg him 
^i einftj^^e tj^e bskpkward, to ke^ dftT¥». 
tjb^, pr«§ttmptupug, .f^nd . to ©owint^F^ot, \\\i^ 
«i^9SSy jvphich 4o<»P* so properly fa|U ii^dfir 
tlW! ia|\|madyeysigiQp;;pf public . .^Qi|tr^^?tio(ft; 
}^w^ aii?p.a|ir?iret, tJ^J^.they^pajghtlje peyr 

of) excitii;^ a ^^«MMri«wi <spiriti; Qf.seR^flrtifflif 
J^^reBf..mto t^aphfii^; ^ qf cMfla^ftil^iij^ 

BPJrtjpfS^bafl^ingye^^^g* the fair a|in4 ji^^t, if»r 
%efjfife;Of tl^e paro^ii^ win^?^r< ^H§» 
BH^r^gipfl wit^, tb^ iferc^ of CQftnt^v^iiffig 
^f^EHRi^^ ^ <^iK;id^^ the ^ei^flQ^^wijr 

pC,|tfeft:c9ae.,|>?Qpps^d;. thftt, ir?: w^ybift- 
^s(f^ql^.^h^ were desirable^ in jome':^|i^ 
7{Qr9 QWiJP^B^We ;. that^ they mast^lw^jf 
b^ Tf^i ^sp0<^ted and coqtrouled»;aiid i^lw^ys 
ref:)!^ tb^ fo$teringx res^raininjg^ hand of 
the a^lnQTued ruler« He would h^ve ik> 
meeting without him at its head ; and no 
prayer, in his presence, which did nqt pro- 
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ceed from his lips or from those of a brother 
dergjhman. ' 

' To the labours of his .ministry- he added, 
during^ a considerable period of • h« life, * the 

« ' 

care of instructing some young gehtlesnseti 
in cla^ical learning, who' were • preparing 
for the university. With few, sfnd* those 
only casual and short' eiceptidns;- he -did 

« 

notreceire them into hishouse *; Imt merely 
admitted them 'fo' their hour or two^ of daily 

» • ' • • • 

jlistrucitiott, and theft  dfemissed flieiriV- He 
excelled' as a classical tirtor^ to ' yobii^ ^ men 

r 1 • • ! ; 

t>f a certain age. • Me wias b, sbund' aftd'^toUd 
scholar? apt and corrt^tiil ascertainlH^'tftfe 
se^me ef the mofe* difficult authoi^, lattd 
alsvay# judicious in his reniUite upon-fhem. 
M6 was^no tersifier ; 'and had '»<* attebded 
vejy minutely to the elegtineiesof laiiguage 
and of cbmposition.< I should be iAdined 
to say, that his judgment was more perfect 
than his taste. But his observationi^ Viwe 
weighty ; he was always on • the watch ft) 
give a religious and scriptural turn to the 
subject under consideration ; his 'plakis of 
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« The late Rev. John Venn, M. A. Rector of Clapham, 
ivas an inmate in his house, as a pupil, for some months. 
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reading, as well as his liints for literary im* 
provement, were wisely calculated to draw 
forth and enlarge the intellectual powers; 
and he shewed withal so much patience^ 
good sense, and forbearance, that his pupils 
could not choose but'love and esteem him. 

He had here, as in many other instances, 
an opportunity of proving his disinterested^ 
ness and enlargement of mind : two qualities 
ivhich strongly marked his character. 

Four sons of a gentleman resident in Tjei^ 
cester, who bad previoudy no particular 
connection with him, were jointly and suc^ 
cessively attendants upon his classical instruc- 
tions. Iliese ydung men highly valued the 
assikatide they derived from him, made con- 
siderafble proficiency under his tuition, and, 
during a perk>d comprising five or mx 
years in the whole, were occupiers of an 
important portion of his time. But he 
would never allow himself to receive any 
pecuniary compensation for his trouble with 
them. It was repeatedly offered, but he 
always declined it. There would have 
been no impropriety or even indelicacy in 
his accepting a sum of money on this ac- 
count. His own personal .wants were but 
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scantily supplied. It is true^ oa the other 
band, that he wa» experieaeiiig aome pio- 
feasiona} favours from tahe gpnUem&n whom 
he so kindly obliged ; but, w^n he: first coo^ 
sented to give them hia time and labourt 
these were eomparativdy ]ncQnsiderable\ - 
From the intimate knowlec^e which I had 
of this translaic^n^ I have alwaijraeDQounted 
it a remarkable proof of hm sa^aieityy no lew 
than ofJhis honourable dism^i^^lbp monfiy. 
£le knew whom he wasobliging^ He was 
gaining influence whidot was betlei: i\ma 
iBOoeiy; influence^ wUch inight be, 9ad 
which I believe eventually wm oonttibutiif^ 
to the iliieceissi a«d penxiajoteo^y of his mrngd 
try in Leicester. He could ako aimhigfab^ 
Qit future and exalte objedbKk These youbg 
men were proinising as to abilities, and would 
forobably fill important statioos in after hfe^ 
Who could tell, what good fruits m^t 

^1% give? nxe ple^v^re tQ add, that one of these youn^ 
friends has within the last few years enjoyed the high sa- 
tefliction of evindng 1m» gratitude to his preceptor, hj 
ipr^uring a valnaliJe sippointiaQpt for 1^^ eldest s^o. Ml 
bidia ; an apppintment, iq which he proves himself everjf 
way worthy not of hi? station only, but of his fathei^s 
name and character^ in that remote but now doubly io* 
tere^ting country. 
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arise from this early seed sown? Who 
could tell, but some David might spring up 
out of these sons of Jesse? I have heard 
him give this very account of the matter; 
and I believe that, to his last hour> he con- 
stantly looked back with pleasure on the 
part he had acted. But doubtleiss it wst^ 
in the instant, an exercise of self-dienial and 
forbearance for one with a very slender in^ 
cdtne anda growing femily, thus to sacrifice t| 
just Jfchd fair source 6f revenue to contingent 
and remote advantages ; which w^re not of 
a personal but altogelh^ir* (tf a public ni- 
ture. 

Before Mr* Robinson came *o l^eicestdr, 
he bad formed an attachmetit to a lady who 
h^ be^h one c^ bis earlier hc^arers; and 
Who, with her sister and somp otbprs of her 
family, had enjoyed niuch of bis ffiendftkip 
atid society. It was not cotivenie** to th^m 
16 marry whilst he remained at Witdiam i 
but, having explored his situation at Lei- 
cei^er, and discc^vered that thiare was a pro- 
bability of his continuing there, and of his 
being eQabled> through the help of that ho- 
nourable economy by which he had always 
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been distinguished^ to support the expehces 
of married life ; he determined, vith the 
lady's concurrence^ to fulfil his engagements. 
His acquaintance and fiimiliarity with Mr. 
W. Ludlam being at this time fully con- 
firmed, he thought fit to announce his in- 
tention to him before he executed it " 1 
am going,'' said he, ^* to do what may be 
thought a very foolish thing : I am going to 
give up my fellowship, and to take a wife." 
** Not at all foolish, sir! not at all foolish ; 
you are gojng to do a very prudent thing; 
you never did a wiser thing in your life. I 
would have all young clergymen married. 
What is your fellowship to do for you?" 
. Mr. Ludlam had in fact given him en« 
couragement by example, as he was now- 
doing by precept. Having rigidly adhered to 
his college habits for some years after he had 
quitted the walls of St. John's, he at length ab- 
ruptly formed the determination of marrying 
g wife, and sj^edily gave effect to it. What 
could scarcely have been anticipated, con- 
sidering the period and former usages of bis 
life, he was much blessed and prospered in 
this^ connection; so that he could bear, a 
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decisive, testimony to his (riend^ after two 
kinds of experience. The lady whom he 
married had proved herself a most useful 
and affectionate helpmeet to him: sharing 
all his little troubles, and tenderly relieving 
all his complaints ; '' making all his bed in 
bis sickness/' and kindly exercising hersel£ 
by much forbearance, self^eniatl and la- 
bour, 

'< To rock the cradle of reposing age." 

They had several children born to them, 
most of whom died in infancy or early 
youth : but two lived long enough to realize, 
in some considerable degree, the fond hopes 
which their anxious mother had entertained 
of them ; although their days were few, and 
they too have been swept hastily to their 
graves before her* ! . 

Mr. Robinson was married in Mepal 
churchy near Ely, on Thursday, Oct. 20th, 
1774, about six months after his first eri- 

« 

^ Mr. T. Ludlam, tte eldest, distmgiibhed kiiMdf 

, greatly by his talents, zeal and integrity, as governor of 

Sierra Leone : Mr. W. Ludlam, 'the younger brother, had 

become eminent in his profession as a surgeon, and was 

jniich respected for bis liumanil?;r.and charity. 
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trance on the curacy of St. Martin's. Mr. 
S. Hey, the venerable rector of Steeple As- 
ton m Wiltshire, read IJhe service; and tiMr 
oocnmon friend, Dr. Jobson, represented 
the fether on the occasion. There iWte 
much crowding to see the matriage. Mr. 
Robinscm begged that there might be no 
^jtd^ion. The doors of the churdh W«t« 
thrown open ; the ceremony was perfbrmed 
with peculiar solettanity; and the newly 
married couple devoted themselves to God, 
by an express act of renewed self^edication, 
m the presence of all the people. 

Mrs. lldbinson was a person of approved 
and confirmed piety when she married. 
Her conduct as a sister and a friend had 
been exemplary. The sound discrimination 
of her religious views; the ardour with which 
she sought her spiritual improvement; the 
ra;pid and steady progress she had evinced ; 
and her activity in endeavouring to do good 
to others ; had especially attracted Mr. Ro- 
kmsor^s notice. She was not less assiduous 
und exemplaty, as hiis wife. Their incottie 
\y:as slendeX, but she Kad always something 
to give. With much of wcuidly difficulty 
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to discompose het, she miaihtained the zeal 
and purity of a detotionfal spirit : her ikith 
consl^Qt; het hope fervent; her love pmc«- 
tical; her care and cultivation of ber owil 
MHil unremitted. She teas B,tnoit notable 
housewife : watching iy^r and working for 
lier children ^ |>teaerving evety thitag neat 
'4!Hd coltieljr ttbotit her, iti ber own pei^A 
fetnfd in lier hoOite, though they kepfc but oht 
^servant ; and contriving to do a great dea! 
foitlke poor, both by visiting theto freqtteniiy 
«8 a sp^tuitl instructress, ahd by ^Ebsiistitf g 

'wjib ber «{H^ l^boai* tb dolheftiid feed tt^m. 

<9u]^ty in^k^h tiiust have be^n ^ue to hei* 
«lire and inanlig>@ftiient^ Wh^n, #ith thek 
-scanty meah»<not exceeding tMM- hundred 
p&&adsi a ye«A>)) ^ey c<>vi]d tSiwap ixHiti^ 
IcK tofjr :hf ia- ftfw pounds «dfler all their %2e- 
i^^«il«iefr had b^ti f>ald,^ntl'th^ir Uber&l ^a!^ 
4f charities pei-forbitedi Bul^ th^ gbldie^ p^ek 
'^^t chaitHtter '#<l^ ^ ii]^ii9M<» silM:ei^jr.' 
^2^tiad mV6 akdev of |>iet^; ^he t^k^ btit 
^me-; hei- ^eai^ was Qdd'i atid her life 
ptby^d thm ^^e !^d gi^en it Him. She 
'< wsilki^ w%h <jk)fi:" H« dteiftbibed %hs 
<t ^p^)6uK(ii^ ftlfectkig sten^; of which I 
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have heard him describe one particular in^ 
cident ; sacred and secret as such histories 
ought in general to be, and painful as this 
particular recital was to his own mind ; £»* 
the benefit of others, whose character be 
thought similar to her's. 

With all that exemplary and tried worth 
to which I have already borne witness/ she 
possessed a deep consciousness of her own 
sin ; not only of her general guilt, but also 
of her particular failures in duty. On a 
certain day, near the close of her long illnen^ 
which was protracted to a period ofmcHie 
than twelve weeks, she took occasion to 
request that every one might withdraw from 
the chamber, but her husband. Her dis- 
cerning eye had discovered from the coua- 
tenance of her phjrsician, what be thought 
of her case. She had asked him with much 
firmness, if her interpretation were not right; 
and,, being answered with great honesty as 
to her real situation, she declared herself 
undismayed at the near prospect of death. 
Afterwards, on being left alone with h^r 
husband, she expressed herself nearly as 
follows : '* I have long been anxious, my 



OP THE LIFE, &c. 97 

» 

dear, t6 make an acknowledgment to you, 
which has hung heavily upon my mind. 
You well know, that I have not sacrificed 
ttiy religion to worldly-mindedneiss, upon 
what may be called a grand scale. I have 
not ''sought great things'' for myself/ for 
you^ or for otir children. But I have hot 
been * unspotted by the world.^ I have al- 

• » • r 

lowed myself to indulge too great an anxiety 
about little things:' my mind has been 
^' careful and troubled" about trifles. Things 
which I ought to have despised have over- 
set me; making me peevish and irritable, 
an^ so disqualifying me from' the perform- 
ance of many important' duties, whilst they 
also robbed me of all spirituial consolation. 
I now see my folly, and could be glad to 
caution my religious friends , against falling 
into the same snare. What a joy is it to 
nie iww to know, that I have a Saviour who 
is fully adequate to these and all my other 
niscessities ! " One less than Him would not 
suffice me.'' 

Her death was lingering; and, so for 
as bodily suffering was considered, painful 
to witness* The very room shook under 

H 
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the aviation of her convulsed frame. Her 
mind was calin» In silent^ manly, chiis* 
tian sorrow the husband beheld it aH 
without $t murmur^ but not without strong 
emotion. On this, as on every othw occa- 
sion, he waited to improve what was pas»ng 
to the edification of those present with binL 
He would not let his pfay»cian leave the 
house without a few solemn words in his 
study. '^ Now is the time. Sir, in which I 
am called to show my principles.'' He did 
show them. Never was a more animatk^ 
picture seen, than that which his coun-* 
tenance, general appearance, prevailing 
spirit, and ordmary conversation exhibited, 
of a christian mourner: one who sincerely 
sorrows, but '^ not as others wjiich have no 
hope/' 

From every information which I have 
been c^ble to collect, it appears diat the in- 
scrifption upon her monument is a just and; 
ehs^racteristic tribute to Mrs. Robinson's 
worth. 



OF tOE UFE, ttt. 99 

' Nesb- this place are interred 

the remains of 

Mai^ Robinson, 

Wife of 

The Rev. Hiomas R6biitson, M. A* 

Vicar of thb Patish* 

She ^fid ift tke year of our Lord 1791^ 

Aged 43. 
Her object was rather to be than to seem 

A Christian. 
Whilst die fixed and maintained an entire dppendanc^ 

upon the blood of Jesus 

for die pardon of her ^ins, 

she studied to approve herself to God, 

mid to erioce her love of the Redeemer, 

bj a r^d atieotioii to every relative duty, 

and by a calm yet persevering course of 

unaffected devotion. 

The hope of the Gospel supported her 

through a lingering iDness 

and her end viras 

peace and joy* 

O Reader, 

doft thou not learn diioe ovro dnty 

in her example f 

She had eleven children, 

five of whom died before her 

in their infancy, 

six survived her. 
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In the year 1778, Mr. Joseph Wheatley^ 
an opulent manu&ctorer in Leicester ; one 
of the small society who had been accus- 
tomed to meet at St» Mary's vestry on the 
Woodwardian plan ; having well considered 
the matter with his friends was induced to 
found a weekly evening lecture in Str Mary's 
church ; (by and with the consent of the 
then incumbent Mr. Simmons, and the then 
Bishop of the Diocese, Dr. Green;) and 
appointed Mr. Robinson his first lecturer. 
Mr. Robinson, who had been made privy to 
the intended transaction, inquired very close- 
ly of Mr. Wheatley what were his motives 
in making so apparently disinterested a pro- 
vision. Mr. Wheatley in reply gave an ac- 
count of the plan in which he had for some 
years taken part with his friends ; of the 
benefits which, incommon with his associates, 
be had derived from those weekly meetings, 
and of the persuasion he felt, that Mr. Ro- 
biqson's coming to Leicester and lifling up 
the bold standard he had upheld, was in 
considerable measure to be regarded as an 
answer to the prayers which they had on 
these occasions teen accustomed to prefer. 
The poor, he added,, would be better able to 
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attend ih tHe evening than in other parts of 
the dtky: some few at least would be'ber 
nefited; and, if but'one soul should be won to 
Ood and saved, it would amply repay both 
the founder iand! the ^ preacher. • : 

Mr. Robmson mentioned these motives 
of his: benefactor, in the first; lecture which 
he pdeadhed on thiit foundations^ The founder 
has buried his lecturer, but the institution 
remains: a monument of the success of the 
WoodWardiari plan, of the piou^ zeaVof its 
institutor, and of the enlarged spirit excited 
by the early labours of Mr. Robin^son^ :: 

Evening lectures have how'^becqdie com*- 
mon,)and can no longer be accounted iwha^: 
they^ionce were, a kind of discHminatifirg 
test/ both of principle )and' of ardour ih relJ- 
gioa;' but, at the date of St. Mary's Tuesday 
Evening Institution, they were^ very rarp. 
The. utility of this kind of service wilf not be 
denied by those, who have ^diligently watched 
and candidly weighed its efiects. : If there 
be ol^ectibhs of any real importance which 
can be urged against at; objections which 
cannot be fully obviated by prudent regula* 
tions^ and which derive force in some in* 
{Stances from' local circumstances; yet the 
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benefits to be anticipated, and which exr 
perience has always in varying d^;ree8 
realized, must be allowed immensely to pre^ 
ponderate over the disadvantages. In large 
towns, a public service on the Sunday even* 
ing IS an availing and unexceptionable ex« 
^edient for preventing niuch shameftil pro- 
i&tiation of that part of the Sabbath; ' it 
affords a convenient oppratunity of heark^ 
the word^ of Gk3d to many who have not 
heard, and to some who could not hear it 
before ; it is a salutary refreshing impixive^ 
ment of time, to many who would otherwise 
waste it; and, where there are two other 
previous services, it gives the means of at> 
tending the house of God twice on the 
Lord's day nearly to all; and, with very 
few eiEceptions, is exceedingly desirable ti> 
many who use it as a third service. In 
general^ the church is a isafe place to be 
foubd in; and, if there be a few persons who 
are tempted by h; to attend upon a third (det^ 
vice, when aome other exercise if they ^uld 
be prevailed with to adopt it, might possibly 
be still mxe benefichni to them, these ofe 
ooinparatively few ; whilst by far ^ graater 
nutndber receive much more spiritual benefit 
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|ioi» public prober «od pt^iadiitiag, ihm j&om 
any ^er iOfsaos of ediiicattfHi. Nor » it 
at ail n^oeiiary; that them services sbouH 
preclude tjbt^r aUsendaots ^19 tlie i^ierfi^ronn 
diipe of )@db«T 4e«K3tiop9l 4iitjk« 46 tk^ oo^rse 

An ev^oio^ ketone itt (bj^ week bus (ii»- 
tifliet gfiouiKlfi. of recommeiMtetipn. The 
i(kvrfi£f $414 feelf the intervals belineeo the 
Sabb^iiis kiBf . Tl»e [mblie worship of tbe 
OQfiigfiegAtion bets ite «ppr<^«te offifie And 
beoe^lipo^ wfejch.thftt of tbe closet fmd 
0^ tb^ fma^y by no oienns iiUperse^s m 
supiliie^ : Ilbe «ele«^oft of ^vms^f-m pre?- 
f«reoee to naowing or «|tQf nooti* opiems this 
9f^*m 1^0 m^Q of b«isiQes6 ; to tbose 'ffboh^Fe 
itfiQQiWi wor)^y ayocotioa^ though, not eor 
gt^od ia d^ufikif sa ; aim}, what is most {»f qB 
isaiportaot* to th/e poor : ivho tuust otfe^wiee 
be «iiK;lwjfed ^w It. The bieg;g^r m Im 
if^ J6 fiot asbaised to be ta hearer under 
^ shade of nigiht. Thu« cnany waoderers 
** AQi^ highways aad hedges ar^ccnnpielled 
to eome in;" iwd« in soioe wstaoee^, be- 
(oroe stated and willing giaestg. I doubt 
Qot that a carefal and wide ioveetigattioii 
■PovUi i^w us m»ny a «lir9y tsheep thus 
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brought back to the fold ; many a casual 
hearer, to whom *'the foolishness of preacb* 
ing," thus administered, has been made 
*' the power of God unto salvation." 

Mr; Robinson had received letters of re- 

m 

commendation from the late pious ]Sarl of 
Dartmouth, grandfather of the present Lord; 
(the well-known advocate, patron and assist^ 
ant of the liiOTe zealous clei^ of his day ;) 
which might enable . him to apply for the 
living of St Mary 'S held by Mr. Simmons^ 
or of St, Martin's and All Saints, then held 
by Mr, Haines whom he was serving as 
curate; according as either of these* si):ua- 
tions should the so6ner become vacant. 
Mr/Simmons died in the month of August, 
1778: the application was made to the 
Lord Chancellor within a few days after 
his death; the living remained under se- 
questration for ab^ut four months, and at 
length on the twenty-first of December in 
the same'y^ar Mr. Robinson was instituted.' 
A friend of Mr. Robinson happened to be 
occupied in some inferior station about ithe 
Chancellor's person ; and, on returning with 
him one day in his coach from the House 
of Lo^rds^ took his opportunity of leading to 
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the subject of the vacant living of St Mary's. 
*^ Had his Lordship made any disposition of 
that living ?'' ** O yes;" .said his Lordship;- 

*' Dartmouth's friend is to have it." > The 

. \ ... 

fiat was < accordingly made out^ stnd the 
presentation completed; * . f ' i • 

' Amongst other candidates for the Kving 
was; CMie of singular character 'and ' of :no, in- 
considemble wit, who had been curate to 
Mr.' Simmons,' and was afterwards ah oc- ^ 
casional assistant to Mr. Haines. Jn making 
hurbble suit to the Chancellor, Mr. Bicker- 
staff acknowledged that he had no friend or . 
patron amongst the gi*at, through whose 
interv'^^fntic^n he could - AppljT ;' but that he 
rested his hopes solely 6n the strong per- 
sonal claims which he conceived himself to 
have i upon ^ his Lordship's fiivour, frofti his 
long ^ S^i^ices lii the ' ministry, and in^ this 
particular church. . He had been a com- 
petitbr with^Mr. Robinson for the chaplaih* 
ship of the lAfirmarj^, and when he feiJed 
the 'Second time in his contention with hina; 
he could forbear no longer, but exdaimed : 
'' Is he not ^rightly named Jacob, for he hath 
supplanted me these two tinaes ? He took 
away my birth-right, jand behold : now^ he 
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bas taken aw«y my Uesaing^l" But fas 

^ «ft(!rwards £x|[»ye !&. Aobioaon the wrong; 

-sfoti w«s ^cpotent to yield him «oaie dnidging 

services jn bis occMBioiial duly at a fittpuJated 

pmse.; receiving baif the cwtoaiary fee liwr 

j^ his labour. He was a man of low, and oo* 

eac^aUy, as I fear, of very debaucbed 
ba^; but he possessed faud) (^igiaably of 
mind ; bis views of Cbn^an doctrine tr«K 
sound; and there is reason to bcdifeve tbiKt 

« he at kngth died in the £uth. 

. , The liying of ^. Mary's was not a bed of 
roses to the miw mcumbeot. If he had met 
with his opponents at St^ Maetia'a, some <^ 

» these mcve properly belonged to his <ch«^ 

and possessed .^^^eater means of twaoywg 
him, m his new oS^ at ^. Maiy'Ss. If he 
had been pursued in a slandemws pamphlets 
aod Indden to ^^ 0y henoe as a tenrifip preaeb^ 
er" by a self-snffipieBt p^^ish i^ei^, in bis 
prerious ministry ; bis present setrviqes w^» 
lo&eirupted and disordered by the dulcet 
notes of a flourishjuB^ choir c^singeni, which 
fffre &r from banaoniziog with the giavtt 
tones and sdemn aspiralyoas «l'bis prayings 

* Allucfiog to the term benefice, or benefit, by ^icli 
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aod preadimgs. An acrid party spirit di^ 
vided h» congregatioD^ and entangled him 
with many perplexing difficnfties at the 
mimient, though they seem scarcely worth 
rem^nfaering afier an ittterval of nearljf 
fiirty yean. Thus it 10, that we shall look ^ 
hack upon the far greater part of those cares 
imd sorrows which ^^ furnished half th9 
tlifead'* of life, when we have entered upon 
Qfur fitemd rest ; and thus it is^ that» if we live 
long and see many days, we are led to won* 
der^ how we could possibly allow ourselves 
to be so much agitated as we have been, 
by the little momentary conteotions and 
fuiatietKB of our bustling years; But they 
have been a part of that ^' <evil sufficient for 
the day/^ with which the Lord saw fit to 
prove us ; and wera siot, even at the mo« 
meat, really u^iimportant, though we thought 
too miich of them. ^ How shall we view 
t^se things tw^ity yeajs bence;" ]& a quesf 
tkffi we may often put to oursdves with gre^t 
Bdvaatage. 

The churchwardens espoused the cause 
of the angen. Two different psalms were 
given out and sung, one in the jsioger's gal» 
lery^ the other in the dei^'s desk: the mors 






\U' 



N 



108 SOME ACCOUNT 



^ opulent parishioners were on one side; the 
zealous aliens- were on the other. The 
^ churchwardens shut the church doors; ^ 

% vicar narrowly escapes the necessity of usiog 
• force to procure the openting of theniJ . These 
unworthy incidents .might have been passed 
over in silence, but that they demand a tri- 
bute of praise in^ behalf of the ^forbearance, 
judgtnent, and temper of ourdeparted friend, 
from those who have any accurate knowledge 
and redoHection ' of them ; . whilst thbymfibfd 
encouragement to those \who ;come:*after 
and m&y be made the subjects of similar 
opposition, by furnishing them with good 
reason to hope, that thiey also shall live 
down censure and convert, i^ into praise; 
and shall see the day, V when/ not a dc^ 
moveth his tongue against th6m/' • : 

His congregations at. St; Mary's were at 
fii^t very numerous, particularly at the even* 
ing lecture; which, on extraordinary oc- 
casions, -was crowded even to excess with 
hearers, many of them from the higher 
classes. This overflow subsided at length 
into a large and steady, congregation^ which 
fluctuated a little at different pelHods, ' but 
was never more -considerable than/dMrifig 
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the last .ten y«ars o£ Mr. Kt»bi690Q.'s life. 
His staMrhearers weremmyin nvmher, 
appieared . serious/; aiKl were remarkably at-* 
tentive. He took rail, pains to. make thenr 
so; expressly teaching them from time to 
tiiiie ip V his ' pulp^it discourses, what consti* ^ 
tutcid the spirit ^nd hehaviojiir of aix acci^pl:- 
able ' wjorsbipper ; writing little tracts and " 
addne^ses which he pjiaiced ia all the seats to ^r % 

warn theni iagainst ; negligence and irrever- *^ 

eQce'; i and gi|iring!SU€ih vigour andf life both 
to t|pe matter; and to^the nianner of his mi-^ 
nistrationsi that it was scarcely possible to 
|^e.to>i|t)conc6rned spectator of; the scene; : 

ft 

*^ And fools who came to scoflF remained to pray.'* 



From the moment of his commencing fvicar 
<?fjSt. Mary!s,he .became the; active supers 
intendant of Ihb parish ; regulating;tbe wbolei 
ratachinei,^ « as watchfully as he could/ fca* the 
glory} of .Ood. With this sin^le*^yed design, 
hei did^ pot confine; his attention to :tbe mere 
s^Fi^ices jof hi& church/ or vtoj bb: owni strictly 
official part, in the instifciition;':l9'ut. endear 
voiire A ito .make i the subordinate^ m^tnbers 
ofthe body which he governed, bdbh health- 
ful rajOid hdpicdi Jikeiwise.. ' , Paridu meetings 
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be alwV^ had a dnead of; and ww oatd to 

describe tbem ag a sett of ^' many^headed 

%iddfster'' which he feared to encounter; 

knd it w|M onljr cm veiy raro cccasicma tibat 

he made his appearance at diem. But faii 

> clerks his^ sexUmf hk churcfavardens^ he in^ 

stfuctody endours^d and guided ia Acar 

M^«TaI duties; soch of them at least as 

X ' ' wooM duhmitt and a)l so mr as they would 

^ allow theoMeivei^ to be directed by him. I 

have been hsrtmred with a paper which he 

dr«w up> on a certain oecasion, fer the pur^ 

pose of ebaUirig his ehm*diwanien$ to fulfil 

the Bcrtitinizing requirements of their oSBioe, 

in its spirit if not in its letter. It is well 

known, that the churchwarden is recognized 

^ by our isws^ as a sort of inspector of the 

morab of the people; and, in this ebaraeten 
is required to prefer comphonda against ihoae 
of his fellow parishioners, who are disordefty 
in their conduct Certain articles of kiquirf 
are tendered to them at evevy bisfaopV ris^ 
tation, to wlndi an answer ia demanded* 
Sudi answer, is new most usually considered 
as a iMng of course^ and none are com^ 
plained c£ 
His churchwardens of the year 1788, iMt 
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being satisfied to return a mefe negative to 
all the questions stated^ applied to Mr« Ro- 
binsofi for his advice ; vrhen he prepared 
the following statement for tfa^^ which \ 
was presefited fi» the bidiop* 

** We the chmrehwardeDs of the parish of 
Str Mary in Leicester, after seriously coi# 
sidering' tlie several articles of visitation de- 
Miffed to tis^ and making due inquiry con* 
e^niog the matters conUaned ia them^ beg 
learvei to te^pr&^nt^ that we have no com* 
ptakHs to lay before the bishop, upon any 
of the subjects^ which are proposed to i«f^ 
#x^pt upon the fourth title, cmcemmg the ^ 
pmskionerg. But on tbis head we tbiidk it 
our duty to state to his Lorckhip the difi* 
cifkies we feel in discharging the duties of 
oat office. 1^. We observe there are per- ^ ' | 

soffs in our parish who lie under a coi^on 
§atme of fornicatioti and of other grievous . ' 
60enees. But as the law now stands, we 
tbhuk it not safe to present upon mere re^ 
p(nt# or suspicion only, and in most of these 
crimes alteded to, it is eidnemely dijKcult 
fi^ obtain any ciearr and positive proo£ 
idly. We fearthere are in our parish inaDy 
eonifiion swearersf aiid drunkards^ But here 
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4dso we lament the difficulty, of proouriog' 
^ood'infbnnation from .others, and our own 
situation in' life will not permit us to give 

m 

up.onr.tim^ in order to seek for that evi- 
dence which would be sufficient to bring 
the offenders to punishment 3dfy. There 
are many of our parishioners who absent 
themselves from the service of the church 
on the Lord's day. But complaints are 
made to xis by many of those absentees that 
they) have> not convenient accommoda^n 
forthemselves and families in theirpaiish 
church* We allow the justice of this couji- 
. ^ plaint and are desirous to remove it, and to 
make the best accommodation for - the pa- 
rishioners which the church will admit of. 
In order to effect this, we solicited' the 
f> ^ Archdeaconry Court to grant us a &GuIty 

for ttie erection of new seats and galleries; 
and are sorry to observe that an opposition 
has been raised a^inst this propq6al,«by 
some persons of a litigious spirit. For, un- 
less some better accommodation can be 
made, (the church in its present state being 
insufficient: to contain the inhabitants); it 
were vain for us to call upon our parish- 
ioneb to attend the public service, and to 
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IMUbhtbeBi for their absence. Atkly. We 
fear there are many persons in tiie:pariKh 
who rare goilty » of gross' vidatipiis of ' th* 
Lord's :d«y; in buying and selling^. and su^ 
fering i persons to tipple ! in their houses. 
These piuctices, s6 repugnant to our religion^ 
we hanre'ehdeavbored to r^rain; and have 
in several instances pnnished the offenders. 
We have been active in searching out these 
oAmes,' and Imve alto appointed others to 
procure xis evidence. But here again we 
are discouraged : for, whilst all persons de- 
clkie the odious office of informers, it be^ 
comes impossiUe to enforce the laws for the 
sUppressvtki of immorality and profanenet^. 

We < profess ourselves ready to obey the 
bishopV directions in these or any other 
particulars; and hope for his Lordship's can* 
dour, iii his fevoutable reception of this 
paper/* 

A quei^ion naturally suggests itself upon 
the perusal of this paper, which it is not 
easy to answer; namely, how far it be de^ 
sirable to apply the arm of human: poHver, 
whether civil or ecclesiastical, in enforcing 
the performance of moral and religious du- 
des. At best^ it is but a negative obedience 

I 
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we can ei^mpri; md honrever aangniiie Am 
.;f6iuig and adventunom may be in hoping 
ttbd attempttDg to effect wanden ef moral 
xmpi^Teinent by laws and courts and peaal- 
tiea; I believe the iqore experieiMied wiM 
look to wei^ty public iBStructiotiy to a good 
jieed aowa by priwte cghortatiop and re- 
jQonrtrancc^ and. to what has beea JhappHy 
^lled '^ an aliMoaplieM of ratig^ous inflii- 
ence/' whkh. sbali in tbe t&uiiseof timt be 
fais^aoroundftn aictiveiaiDiflibratiaa a^Qod's 
.word; ibr an. attentioii to irdigioua duAa 
and an t^eiMfeoce upon: religious asmee^; 
rather than to an exercise oC authority. It 
is so Uttte which this, oam poagibly effe^; 
that little is fairoaght bboul) wifeh so mnch 
exertion and ioconvenifflifie ; and is wtliial 
so grudged and dietested ; that it is safer and 
eventuaUy more profitable, to be witfaaat it 
Instances of this inefficacious appeat toi wa^ 
thointy ane tobsourely referred to in this 
^aper. Due information was not to be had; 
complaints wene lod^^receiTed^ andfbeard; 
but there wasi no cordial disposiitioa U> attend 
to them* Petedtiei ijirere threatened, but 
u6t exacted; the aoeused laughed. at the 
infocmers^ were hardened in tlaeif cna» 
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' (AHuHon IS' iBdde^ in this: pdpei^\to aymt 
|i|iaiselediii^^ Indb ^iri^Jtbe; Spiritikal Coofti ool 
ODe^oir i^ bpplicaiioii fdr a gallery, to t)ii( 
QfDebted jfo; ti^6 : clibUrdi. > ^ The •oongFegatfions 
being nun3isi«Aids^)ai]d a» laiiaxscoiqnuidijtfng 
sp\^hatvyik§ fTrevaite^ . dknon^ tke ^ptitish- 
fQit)eriv'^^*^^Kd riot! aisaliapfirotire- the ittfluic 
df 'ibrdgiieis Irbicli ohiictttnly tet^* phtp^; 
itftmsifxropowd b^^.^^orabwardebs, (i^Ih^ 
liifipekiGd to be among^ Mr. RD&inton^ 
^tdfkABiV fhieikdis) to provide some iaMher 
€»oooiimuM}iiJti4« for (^se wlro wbuld audi 
^ tiK»6 wlio ought to con^l This pra»- 
posdl of the chtatchwafdens ex?cited madk 
tatookuous oppxMttoa in those who we$t 
hostile 'to Mr.. Robiteon's seM^mbnb. Pos^ 
aibfy tiieref were adso those aMimigst the op- 
poneats whose el|fe6tions atbtas fii^ d>ther 
alMi^ bettxfcr tnotiveii. The opp6nto<is, h&w-^ 
ever, were' amongst the richer laad^ moFt 
^wdefiil 6fihe parishioners : tibe plain wai^ 
AmariHiy i<a»sfeed; aiid tJv^ petitioii fer a; &^ 
iroltv^raftisr heaiiag e^idenoe^ was rejected. 
- Aftadfi wdirmth* no doubts pre^aited' on 
ImqiIIi* sides^ and J tilib losing party wei^ wHt 

i3 



116 SOMEACCOUirr 

4)ackward to charge partmlky upon the 
judge. One insidious question gave dw 
turn to the decision. Is there accomihoda^ 
lionlenough for the patishioiiers whoaotittlly 
Appear ? It was in vain urged, tjiat dthcn 
might to appear, and wtmld appear, if ihef 
could be properiy accommodated. : ; f 

This ! mleastire, however, which fidledr in 
1789, wbs partially cakriibd into efiect.sooii 
afterwards; some raised' seiats and ietisBiaH 
gallery being formed,- partly for theaoconi^ 
niodation:of parishionevs and partly #Drtibe 
children of the Daily and Sunday 
and in the year 1798 it was fiilly 
plished:by the erectioti of a<capaciaiiisr gal^ 
lery which wiil accommodate nearly a thauf- 
sand pebple, and has added much to the 
beauty and. usefulness of the structute. . 

The disputes which preceded and sao 
ceeded the fulfilment of this plan, have now 
quite lost their interest; and the <whde 
transaction might have been dismissed • in 
very. few words, if it were: not that theiii^ 
terior. detail suppUes vrsiwith a salutary les^ 
son of moderation in .debates' c^: this' nature^ 
and serves to display some of the peealtari- 
^es of our rearered friesidfs. charactw; ^llieit 
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Ims ieYideiiUj too muchi.of.a conteQtious; 
^cjimooioi^ spijrit: io both j^rticss: if the 
opponents were nairow-^minded and hatei^ 
of the truth ; the. ad VQcaties magnified their 
]nrante and their pretensions, to ^an iii^ust 
we<t JHow little ..would either of ;the^ 
parties, if now retucoed to > earth, he disposed 
to cenew their, conteeit 1 With hdw di0ereitt 
ja: mind.. would, they; pursue ^t! The ane 
would say, it. is a good measure, but. is Jit 
woitb this h^t? The other would s^y, it 
<diQ09^inot;appear.to me to be necessary, hqt 
lejt niei \oQk .well to the spirit by which I ani 
actuated. How plain too is, it, that ,our 
^iend knew when to recede, as well as when 
pff^ advance^ I This was not the time for hi$( 
9»terprisie ; he . roiist yield to the. storm; 
presently < there would be sun-shine; he 
would then come fortl^, and/improve tl^ 
beam.. ; He did so, and succeeded. Had; he 

« 

persi^ed at the fw^ier period,, it must have 
been with certain loss of character and in- 
fluence ; and probably with defeat ^od dis- 

I, ;IMbderation a»4 foTbe9Jffipoe> yreiie ^prpmir 
DlQQt points iin his, cbjwaqter ; and,; hup;ianly 
99^^^S^ he Qwed pftch of his .isiupqesf^ ;tp 
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Aem. But he had a^^aii opffcitamity: M 
toaittfesttng, ill thii tmdBai3|ioa^ hiiK difli» 
terestednessno^kfifrfefaauiMBdisoi^ V^ 

bxpencM of the emt^ iik vi4iitb hMfiatlttaw 
hi^ been fbiled, irere vctry cob^eiybiK 
1i%f^ churchwardens^ it wa» supposed^ migit 
€<ffiHiEib]y hdA^e protooled themsetvas attl 
their friendi» from ah inconvenient shartt ^ 
the burtheiDy by a pariifth rate. But Mk 
ilobinaen^ ejected to it ; and, when he dtt^ 
bova^d soriVething of an unwUlingno» oA 
the par6 of his auxilianeis/tb jrieldtbe pointy 
(they feit themselvjas aggvie^ed ami piqued 
hy their miscarriage;' th€(y^ f<bared the lai^ 
^^rould be against them;) he addressed a 
eskm and jucMcious letter to his mam agent, 
Mti Wheatley, whiibb Mr. Wh«atley very 
ftbl]gi<ig)y allows me to itisePt. The raader 
will agre^ with me, I think, in consideMng 
jt as a fair exhibition of the prudence, 
Isrgement, and purity ef his ^alous mnd. 



^^ «iy BEAR S1R> / - • 

'^ I BEG leave to address you w^h aB 
the freedom of a fri6nd; 6n the< seil^ect nrliich 
has efteti<' engaged <hi¥ eoDversatiiMai^ and 
vhi^ has \&ag hten^ grief add b&rd^^n «» 
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fr mkiil; ; lam satisfied ijhat oiir motivciar 
ise tiiglit^ in ptopcM9»g tiie uhtm^ wbidi 
rolredi 06 in a Tery troiibleBOiiie fait. B»t 
we have fidkd in obtaining tihe ol^eetv I 
trast the disaf^oinlmeast will he overraled 
ft>r good. It will become ui to show all 
m^eknass of temfMer even to our oppmients» 
aiMi tn^ labour to presetre^ or lather to re^ 
stttfe^ peace in the parish. With this view 
I wocrld intreat you to consider agaii> the 
proposal which I have nsa^e. and would 
still airge, of defraying the expences incurred 
by private eubscription. I faaTe pM.down 
my thoughts upon the subject^ and submit 
them td vour consideration. 

^ You wiii observe, that I recommend this 
mode of payment, not as of necessity, IsfnH 
m expedient^ and most likely to promote 
our comfort and the, honour of the gospeL 
Perhaps indeed, the legality of payment by 
paiosfa rate may be doubted, notwtliistanding 
our confidence, and the confidence of those 
whom we have consulDed. Some quibble or 
other may hereaft^ be discovered, as in 
It ibemer instance, which might efFectualiy 
defeat us. In order to obtain a parish rate 
fer the pui^xiBe some veiy disi^greeaUe 
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ifeeps most be taken ; . the . w<bole piirkli nmif. 
l^.j.hro)¥n.mlQ confuabn; and.ev«Q if yoii 
gain your pmnt at the vMtiy, a §int imij stttl 
t>Uow; aod what k. to be expected from 
* tfame judges who. must deteitnine the caiifle; 
yjojurpa^t^ experience will inform, you. \ I 
9Piii€iS8 that I dread eiceeedtngly anotfa^ 
sgit in that court; and if we should.succeed 

4 

in it, ^hott^ QJbtject shall we gain, but merely 
thfe recovjepy of the money ? . But. if there be 
9A^h)er disappouitment, the expencas wiU 
.ll^.doubled^ and where must they then &3M. 
]^ot upon the pjaiish: and I fear that privs^ 
persons,, who are now ready, would then be 
unwilling to subscribe, -. . •.  . . r . 

J, /' You have reqeived^mne pnoniiwsof sap- 
p<»t^which may be ccsnfortable, and increase 
yp'jr confidence of success. ; But these l^ 
jxo meiEuns: set > aside my reasons.. For, ad* 
mitting ^ the le^lity, . and the certainty of 
supcew, both, at: the vestry and at the court 
yet a private payment appears advisable,' 
ip order to stop . . clamours cmd ^ . prevent 
future altercations in the church and in the 
parish. My situation wpuld be rendisiied 
fery unoomfortable by* the . coiitinuarice of 
these br<»k and my iMefulness in the mi-* 
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tiirtry m a. gneat measure iQtemipted. Ym 
lious objections ..wjlL be raked against me, 
and. tha .muids of :^any: will .be embittered. 
?A»,i^i! as; concerns iDyseK I thinkJam riol 
iiQ^willing. to bear obloquy; and contempt; 
j[>pt I aQi j^oncernec^ for the suc<;bss,ofith^ 
gpspel/and shall cons^ider that as the beavu^ 
p^js^tuoe^ which would destroy imyaot 

 » 

i^tapce apioqg^t the pec^le for who^- good 
I wish.tp labour. ..;.;,., 

•, " To this n^pde of pa(y n^nt by priyate iwbr 
scripUojo, I can sqc no c4>jectioQs ^wbicb jhiave 
.«»y ?eai : weight I a^i aware thftfc pride 
»nd reiQQtment will pl$ad. stroiigly -against 
it; but you, my dear SIT, though ydu may 
£^ these principles, will not justify:tfaem^ 
and I hope you are watcjtung agaiQi^ th«ELi 
I am confident that the money will soon be 
raised^ and if ypu and. your brother will 
give me leave, I will immediately make 
the' trial, or be answerable to you for the fall 
pgymmu The money ;\^ould be given on 
those motives which I recommend, in the 
?i»sk iW«iy:, ^. would b^ given to God and 
«ecepjts^€^ jtOv hiiQ* ^bdll I add, i\».% itbe 
gr^at(B|r, ^ of iMy^sffiious; perso98;M4iQro 
J ba>t^ fsowiuUti4»^lti9fi( tfakis pl«ii.?.,9pd, I 
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wbbdei ii6t tiwt) ^/Omk, who cannot 00 w«U 
"caiter intx> my rasisoiis, oppose it. 
. ^ I hare only to iotreat your Mrious oon* 
iideration of what I hiare mid, and your 
ibi^vetiesfi for the trouble I have oecanoned 
yoli by this letter. I thought it betfeer to 
ei^pregs tny mind in writing, that I might 
do* it with the greater compomire, and that 
you might examine the matter omm^ at^ 
tentively, and at your leisure. I do not ask 
ibralbrmal answer; but it will be necessary 
to 4orm your determination soon, and I pray 
6od: that he may direct and counsel you. 
If your isentiments be ever so different Sfom 
mine, I must and will continue to love you* 
I feel my obligations to yew, and intreat the 
ticMitinuance of your fiiendship. 

!i I am, with real respect, dear sir, 

affectionately your's, 
THOMAS RO6INSON. 

*^ P. 8. If you totally reject mjr plan^ could 
f^re not be a subscription for part of th^ 
oxpence? For. instakMe/.to pay the mte» of 
the poorest inhabitants ; or to pay your own 
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p0pctor^ and kave their fmxcitk'a bill 1» ktt 
fmid by ! the) pairist^ i^ 

#dirniifig^imi«raff1Bc(i jmlgyQent) pa Ji cempiit 
tdtett stibjecfrj^ hrbeire \)jt, fiwUngfi would litifiw 
miviscid another course r bewj is the fkXA oCft 

•gagaciobs ireasober ^^ '^^^y fliigg«ati«ig. tfa» 
irissl argtimeiiisr^ bat addressing them in <^f 

^m^mogt likefy to improsss tM miDd. h» 

WMildpcmtiade; here is thi^ fiuthfulness of « 

Hian o^ 6odt*oompeUiQ^ his) friend ;to/8e« 

^' what nmni^r of ' i^rit he< is . of;'" here i^ 

aibove all- the 2?ealoiiB, ii^ierftl; braad-hewtcd 

'dbristM^a^^ in^ho^is €ont6i|t ta suffer loss.iftDd 

liaaard^ audio bear a burdiin to which hid 

back is 8ottrod;f ^competent ; ^' ! t^tt the gMh 

p^ be not hindered/' . ; . . T 

-"' He QiStsd, as be xmrotq and ^dvis»^ lot 

iki&sto fnattero. Not only did lie cany, thw 

|i€int -wiiAk inecfnvepience and ' e^pei!iioe .f» 

iiimself arid to bis own personal frieods^ 

l^ut, on^te^lattev^odoaslon^ when sucdess had 

Attended HisieiK»rts, and he might hanra co» 

¥^M€^ his gtttler^ into ftsqurde of revwotie 

to hiknself 'add his-'^f^itaily, he freely stcri* 

AMid-#tei^ prospect of persondi eiiioliimtnt^ 
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made liiinself rcqponiiUe. uader heinry: jpm^ 
nalties for the future repain of this new 
structure; (thereby securing the parish, at 
Im own perBonal Tisque, fromtfutaire as weU 
fis present expenoe ;) ' and .appropriated .iht 
whole income iLrisingfirom the rent of the 
pews to a spedfic fund . for beaot^ing 
and preserving it in repair. This disiik- 
terested act was not accu^abely known to 
many of hi& nearest friends.:: One of biP 
46ldest and steadiest suppor^ets bus 0stmf4 
in€,'since his deaths that he alleys had.saipr 
posed Mr^. Robinson, to^ draw a coosidorabk 
Income iirom' the gallery ; it yms not, J^ 
some aii^ngeraents posterior. tOibJs ^(MEU^nre 
wbre .made, :thht he. became - iiciqpiaioted 
with the real state, of the ttansad^oi. : ; j 

• 

In the year 1 785, hiaVing been fyr iotof 
tiimit^hgagedjn preadiing a course ofi ser- 
«ibns ono ' Scripture Charactenw' hei jwas iij^ ^ 
<dk]oed biy tUe earnest persuasions of wm^ 
jd<iki0Us^fiMllds^ to und^takci hb pubiicwh 
Ifcioh W;hich bears that naine» H^ ha4 boeil 
accustoined to send a dcetch ) of bi$. mfW^H 
Ihedayafterhe preached it^ to>w^ll-kno]iw 
•periodical twork , 9f: tbitt ; day» entitled i th^ 
^f . Tfaedlogic^ ^Miscellany." The tesOiqiif^ ' 



wkich were more thnh uswiiy hiter&ititi^, 
l»d excited the special YD^tiefe and appno- 
bation -of Mr.' W. Ltidlaln ;v:iiirho wal^ione 
of the first that ad^iseid liiin4x>: publish theni^ 
^a%d 'wlK>rq)ea^iedly urged his ad^ee irith 
the most pressing solicitations^ yehturing^to 
^ure him of thedr general ; acceptance add 
ttsefulbess* When he still hesitated to ad- 
isede' to the proposal, tbrcAi^ fear of peciii*' 
fiSary loss, the late highly respected Dn 
! Jowett, i and his . brother. . ^ho died beloFe 
him, engaged, in. oonjuncfcioh: with some 
other friends^ to i indemnify hiim from all 
Icn^: akid thus at length he cdiisented to 
m^doethe experinl^xt i > i 

» These friends, it seems,' were not ui^ 
founded in their assurances and anticipo* 
tibris. Very shortly, the work became an 
extensive £ivourite with the public ; is read 
with pleasure by all who enter seriously into 
the authcM^'s views, and by many who know 
Utile about them ; and; has the' nierit of 
combining interest with instructiori.; what 
Bishop Lowth calls the. ^' prodesse delec- 
tendo'' beyotid any religious pttblioatiO];i> of 
nioderri times. ' Those whotknew the man, 

it 4riii*and.h^rrhim ifa dfiery.page of.his 
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,iMfik} and tfcoM wbo.loew^ihim not, itffe 
^snstrained to kfir^ kinit nM onfy -ibr' UN 
heartHaffcctiiig adcnositiQn^ biA'foir hia durli 
^atiacder's sake, in4iidili^mi^fifo1lb mtM^eiy 
page- of the nitmitvre tod improi^eiiilMdL 
;fie poblisbed firfit a single vokime) thiik 
Ihe two first; tfaeci die foiir vohiiiies;; ati 
in dtioidecitno at first; thefi» after tS^o « 
^doD'ee edittons hsad been exhanstedt^ in fatod- 
adme dcta^o. In a oourse of . yean, has 
weight and nseAilnels w^re to^Mi- incroBwd 
hy liiis ptiblication. Who wmild not go tb 
hear the wise, godly^ inteitesfeihg author of 
the ^ Scripture Clkaraetets?' fifcafoefy any 
devout person could p>» t hrough LenoobteTt 
-cor happen to know that he was going to 
preadi in the metropoHs or elsewfaera^; 
rwitfaotit makiiYg aii attemfilt to hear hint. 
The interest thus eibcited waa reflected bade 
taigain from his preaching to his' work-i no 
one heard him preach without wishing to 
read the pteacher in his ' Sfcrlptnlie Chd* 
Jracters/ 

In the year 1786, when a.gtmemlakir wds 
jtiade by t^ dissenting mterost^ thiiotkg|MMt 
the kingdom, tso obtain the repettl erf* the 
Corporation and Test Acts; andwheilidie 
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MikllUid C([Mirti«B w«re made to ^l the 
more ifitfvise heat of due fiaeae which butacd 
Pretty widely^ throu|^ the adjacimt im- 
flaence of Dr. Pricstleiy; a Idrge cemteal 
ia^etingt Ibrthe purpose of proihotipg: ifa» 
G&mfkKm object^ wa» held at LekesteH. 
Knowing Mr* RoUnson's tolerant spiral^ 
Wild thQ warmth of libeml affeefebn with 
vhich b« embfaeed ail his kind, es^iettiaUy 
«« the truly pious a»d spiriii.«l part of: k, 
•WAS. of lihe more learned, zealousy and oiw 
t|w4<4c ^ the ministers who attended the 
sLeie^ftef Meeting waited upon Mr. Rth 
hiasoti m the hope th«t be might be. pc»- 
Isuaded' to joint themw. He inyited a» , ismdl 
WiWibbr of these^ chiefly his petsoMd iriemb, 
49 br0akfast ^ith him. on the nmc^ming of 
thstf deliherationsy aod eoniressed with them 
ilibbis/uanal spirit of cordiality upon generai 
^topics. When the breakfe^ wa^ oreit, and 

^ Possibly it was on this occasioD, certainly it wus abbtit 
this time, that he had the opportunity of eyeing Dr. 
Priestley, for whose character and writings he had a p^ 
culiar disrelish. A Leicester friend brought him to. view 
lli«* New-works, and, amongst o^er buildings, the Hotpitid 
lolpse to Mr. Robinson'a hoiw^. Mr. Kbbiosoa eacandnad 
his person very minutely, and. observed particularly upon 
Us eye ; that it shewed remarkable keenness and perspi- 
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they were proceeding to the Thfce Cn»et 
Inn, their place of assembling; thefef^wtfs 
a gekieral exclaihaticm, ^' where is your ba^ 
brewer ?" Upoo this» he freely told them his 
miDd ; which, I suppose piartly from motives 
x)f Caution, and partly frommotiyesiofkitid^ 
Hess; and delicacy^ he had withheld he&te: 
** My hat, gentlemen ! why, you do &ot 
think that I will be a party to your petitjon 
CNT to> your ddiiberatiom ! Yo|i ought to be 
ashamed of your meting. The legi&laturd^ 
gives you every thing which you 8hoiikl 
desire to have conceded. Your applicatioh 
manifests an ungrateful and all highly 
worldly * spirit. You want moriey aiid 
power, not the means of serving God more 
acceptably, or of preaching his gospel iaai% 
extensively. Would St. Paul, think ye, have 
travelled so far to gaiii an object like yours^ 
Go home, and learn moderation, loyalty, 
and gratitude !'' 

^ By some , such words as these he gave 
them to understand that his judgment. and 
feelings were quite against theip. Stroi^ 
attachment to government; deference to 
the powers that be; an high sense of the 
importance and utility of a dignified, hier 



x>p rrm lAKi Btc. 100 

rarchy, t6gie1|iap tvith cordial appiobatficm df 
the fdriifi acid discipline of the elitirc^ of 
England^ not less than of her doctrines; 
^ere w sort of piitimry element in- hk nniid. 
One, of his latest public acts, in whicb^ 
though guided by the same principles^ he 
appeared to have lost much of his atffift&t 
Tigour^ liveliness, and sagacity, was to uhite 
wiA a large company of bis brother clergy^ 
«ben, ih' petitioniiig Parliament a^ihk; the 
repeal of the priesent reiimttiing( tr^ii«tioiift 
upon Popery. He viewed all iiknoVationSi 
beire^ as .highly dangerous; considered the 
Emancipation question, as only the prelude 
to fufther and even universal reldicationi 
sind'timintained/thalt the exidtibg restraints 
WCTe not niore than nedB^ry to ' the sup* 
port of our highly yalu^j Uttdji in his ^^ 
matipt), indispeusaiilei estjsibliskment. Ac^^ 
cbrcKrigly, h^ drew.\|psl>me r^sdiil^hMis, i^id 
fi^jned a . pietition , Whichl hk reaid in' a' p»tM 
liminary • meeting, that went - the 'length of 
c^aifiugcm Parliament to negative the c)aiii|i 
Mionee; iirithbut: admittib^ ithe i|K]KS»|lNiitij;^i6f 
en aaebmtnbdation. . Aqotbei^cpedtiob^offtf 
jmcxre vebemeiU; ' ch)(tracter> '^hich eni»w# 



/ 
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•birgelrf into the ib^rita of thfO <|iM8liGa ; and 
.ft (AM 4Ca ai6)« temperate bMt, niiicfa kA 
the i^iselkssHMi (^pen* but sdggected ddabti, 
ta44Q«faiidfdi WP^ pvetecliiob ibr our etisfr- 
^g Ntajblisbments ; wete propoteii for oon- 
^eratick). At- ^ sane tiiile. Some ab- 
jteespte \nte snilde to umatgwrnate dw threes 

i^rl^i^h titetiiaiided thad the preseilt knrB 
sbooicl remdm umfaahged^ was Mbmittcd ^ 
!)»« iftiri msttttfig l^ the Arcbdeacoli^ and 
i9^a» adopted 

; J eoofm I tlid not cdincide in opmioii 
itkh* my esteemed and beloired friendi ou 
thi^ iatdi^sting oceasion* I thought, and 
fitill tbiakrit beD(>md9 tibe! ctergy to laftke it 
«tf opglf manifnt wbitn thksy nmt thase and 
i^lar daklis^* tl;iiat they t€!mt tHuun from a 
2«Al for fib^ itottihteff ao<)^ of im{]iortaiit priiB 
tafdes^. isutidi Snot for tb& preserratiDn of Cbeir 
6{»f lumantst . I thbiight, ;aiid stUl thinks il 
beotoitts.tbci dergjr to les^ve so int^ieate A 
ftttotion . to Che- de oision of ttie l^p^^tiktoe^ 
Ikfter iliijjgestiDg their owb doubts^ fe^ro^iaild 
an jcietias itespeeting its issue^ lathcar than i& 
decide it pteemptoriljr themselvesv Os 
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tikfese two priiicipies thfe third bf the pe- 
titioiis whkh I hairfi referred to^ was drawn 
tip. 

The members of the chitfch of Eng* 
land voky boldly fbaintain^ that those 
without its pale^^ Whether Catholics <n* 
I>issenters^ kte not injured by odr present 
enteintetitfei, in Ahy \ntal point. As men of 
principle and fciDRscience, they cannot de- 
miind nkn'e thAn' they* already poisseas. it 
19 not in this cfaaraoter therefore^ but in the 
chatacter of fellow subjeets and fellow citi^ 
wsnti whose worldly interests^ honours, and 
emoluments are infringed^ that they call fok 
lAdhge. This diBtinction shouM hk cleiarly 
tmderstood and retogniesed% Biit may we 
not also safely allow, that there BfaoUld be 
good redusdos for withhoMikig this parity df 
wi^i*ldly priVilfe^e ftota any ptirtibii of our 
fellow subjects? Are there then sdch rea*- 
fiodsP The Gonteientkm^ churchman, to be 
ddnsisftdnt with himiself^ mUst maihtiaun that 
the eitirting restraiiitis are eMenttul to the 
bKfttefieig of oiar «^blii^t[ientr and that 
this establishment is eMeDttkt to this ex^ 
istencaj or at leait to di& \t6U bttthg^ of tf-tt« 
reii|^m : M he aito^fether bfi3* th^ eonsidef^ 
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ation of the question about removing tiie 
restraints, he must maintain, that no change 
of circumstances can justify a relaxation of 
restraint A position which few probably 
would venture broadly to mainttto« Is it 
not more reasonable to admit, that stich a 
state of things is at least possible } And is it 
not more consistent with the retired habits 
and defective information of a private cfer- 
gyman to consign the determination of a 
question, involving so many particulars^ of 
•which he must necessarily be ignorant, to 
that wisely«tempeted legislature into whose 
hands our excellent constitution commits it, 
ivith solemn cautions and entreati^ ^' he 
quid omnino detrimenti Ecclesia capiat; 
than to preclude all discussion of its merits^ 
l^ pleading that the disabling statutes are 
a part of that "law of the Medes and Per- 
aans which altereth not Y* : , 

' Mr. Robinson did not quite accord to this 
view of the subject ; though, as he said, 
there was but a slight shade of difierence 
between us. The subject is still alive, and 
may possibly last our time ; and therefore I 
have not thought it expedient to suppress 
my remarks upon it, tfamigh I feel a reluc* 
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lance i&fecording even the minutest: difi^r^ 
enee ofo^inidn wjatich n^y seem to imply a 
censure tipon my friend. The qiiesstion^ 
when last agitated^ received so ^]^ex!pected 
a decision, and that un^cpected deeiooA 
under sodb peculiar circumstances % that jire 
are almost ready to ascribe it to a diMjoe; 
influence put fordi; especially when we 
connect it with the rea)arkablechange9Jiipon 
the Continent which have taken place sub^ 
sequently to that deci^on, and which manv- 
festly give a new. form and aspect to the 
question^ But, ..however H bad be^ de^ 
cided^and however. on some future occasioa 
it may even. yet be decided, I shall ;coQtinue 
toiiope; that. " the trtfth," and oxtt epi:cell9ntr 
church establishment, tfhidi I cpQi^ider as 
one of '* the pillars and grounds of it^ wiljf 
continue to stand and to flourish* In other 
words; I.have not those awful apprehensions 
fi:om.the.possable removal of the Restriqtipns^ 
whjich. I sometimes .hear exprel^e^d by: my 
friends around me^ *' Magna est Veritas ^t 
prayalebit/' 

* The question was lost by a majority of four, after 
many previotts divisions m which the majority had been 
in its ftvour* 



134 SOME ACCOUMT 

In the jnear 1791, whan the propoaoi 
Abolition of the Sfaire Trade had jbegnn to 
esTcite i^ due share of general attention, 
Leice^^psiiire oatched the flame^ and Mr. 
Robinson was instramental in enlarging and 
diinecting its eiiei^ies. Meetings were held 
and petitions presented by various bodies of 
Aien^ arid, amongst otheiB^ by thfe ekrgy of 
the Arehdeaoonry of Leicester, who assBm?* 
Med miikh the Arobileaooii at th^ir head. 
Ifhe petition pvopesed b^ this Arefadeeiii» 
W6B not ofj that manly and dedd^d cha* 
ntister, irhieh the occasion seemed td d&» 
madid. Probably it was from the cirbum^ 
^nce of his senttments beii^ previously 
nndersCoed, that some persons had judged it 
necessary to guard the congress against feari 
ifkdifference and inefficiency, by puttii^ 
printed papers (which had been ably drawn 
up by the Ipte Mr. W. Ludiam) into the 
hands of the several menabers astheyeni- 
tered the room, in which they were charged 
to deliver and Ijp record their sentiments 
without reserve, avoiding all undue regard 
to " the persons of men°." The archdea- 

" By the kind favour of Mrs. Ludiam I am enabled to 
present the reader with a copy of this important paper, . 



cob's pelitMm wfi^.wi^nnm, and fliiatfier 
Mifag^kiited in ite place, which Ue eonde* 
scenjjingly signed. 

vigorous petition. . ., . < 

w 

^m^k^ t» w»fi*r of (A^. pri^gm^ of f^Hoimg. 
P^Ucm^ Qn thf i¥^ea sfthe Sk^^ Tmeh* 

ilEVEREND SIR§, 

As I ipft Mq^^ by «<*nw ^i'W f^ 3»e»ft«rt »tr 
teq^c^ «t t}us roeo^g, J 1^ ]^y^ ItQ 4?^Y«' flWf^^f^- 
meptsi in vfimi I W>t l^t J W9«4# i^i^tf ff^ ii^.i9l,4«l 

^tjpmiiay be so 4r^wn »R ras |^ t^^ jO^^ P9i«ppwt:»^ 

«»* <*»w^ <»^ ^fsmm "^p imfm of mfBtSsm^ 

to Parliament must be set forth i§: ^ F9^4§^l.i^ 

^^rely ^^^m opgbt ^ N s^c}^m ^ffpm^f^ 9P r^feiops, 

not 9a pplitip^ or po|X|perciaI prifK^pl^. Wf ff^y wi||^ 
fjt^nety fay, wM ig^ pr viaf » W^t f^^t|i$l^t wift fb<^ 

hinder its progress^ or draw men into sin ; )faX Vf^ f^VW^ 
go further than this : therefore non^ of tho^ observations^ 

however just, made by Mr. — -, can be introduced into 

the petition. Wkat^vtr advantage in the knowledge of 
this subjf^, t)^e b^v4^ r^i|lf4 jn foreign parts may give 
a man, it c^npot l^e employed here. We must speak and 
:act as having always resided within the limits of our re* 
^i^ctive parishes ; nor can private or j^rsonal t^mony 
be admitted in support of oijir ^Ueg^fiops : w^ c^p siU^d^ 
QQ ^Gts ^\it f^ne wlK>9e notorieiy m^kfis tbe^^ uii^ti>e^ 
l^ablfu Wa AripiMiP Aftt the NfgrMf «ro fopeed by vi^ 
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In the sobfiequent year» a Teqakitkfn wes 
addressed to' the Arcfadeaom by -a reBpect- 



lence from their native country ; we knonJ diat' this 
violence is encouraged, if not wholly upheld, by the 
dealers in this traffic. It is the Crbistian trader Ant 
holds out a reward to such of the natives as will become 
Men stealers*, although men stealers are ranked by the 
iqMMtle with murderers of fathers, murderers oftndtker^ 
nHxn sld^s,"^ s&domites, liars, and perjured * persfms\ 
Many otb^r objections both to the traffic itself and the 
treatment of the slaves, grounded on the contrariety of 
both to christian principles^ will undoubtedly occur ; but 
I mention this doe only to ^plain my meanii^. * 

' A pMftion 'thos drawn up, (entirely on religious con- 
sidfcrifio&ii^) may 'by some laymen be called mtthodistital; 
^d'^hst' imt\A be lighted by the' House: bcft we must 
nolf be ^aihamed of our Mtuter and his words ; hor^speak 
Out of our propejr chtiracter ; to do so would even -in this 
fife bring '^grace upon ourselves, and probably -ruin the' 
sttVscess Of OHtf p^titidn. < * ; . .. i 

1 ho^ 'what is here said will not be considered as 
taking tbb fnuch upon myself. - My province as a cler- 
gyman of -this county is but of little extent; I consider 
nSysdf, and majf jUsdy be conltidered, as one of flie least 
of my brediren.^ 

I am. Reverend Sirs. 

-• • - - . • ^ 

. wi^ gneiit respect, 
your most humble servant, 

W.LUDLAM. 



» 
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. » 1 Tim^ i. 9, 10. The term in the ocigioal wgnifies mcA atforeit 
men into slavery ; which comes nearer to the practice of oar tra- 
ders than mere kidnapping or stealing. 

^ Whether slavery itself be in some cases lawful, or whether 
the mannsr in wMoli the Ifegroes are hroagfat into slavery- be > 
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iUe iiody of his c\0egy, for a seoond cneet-^ 
iog : ' he ventured,: l^mever, to r^i^ the 
proposal, and stated his reasons at large ia 
the * Leicester Journal/ The Archdeacon. 
Dr. Burnabj, had^ome personal knowledge 
qf the West Indiiei Islands from having visited 
theJiiin> early >life; and had ibrmed a sbx>ng> 
opinion against the necessity of abolishiiig 
the trade at b\\, and one still more decided 
against iits. immediate and total abolitien*. 
But, whatever his own private sentiments 
and convictions might chance to be, he was, 
illi4^vii&e4 in refilling to convene hi^^alergy, 

• » • . 

t**hen called .to\it by so many respectable 
signatures. A meeting of his clergy con-, 
veiled^ in deference to their wishes would 
have gi^en him the opportunity of express- 
ing his jud^gment, and would have bee^ 
the prof^r place, to receive it. But what 
was in fact the amount of his authority upon 



lawfal, ane.turo very dtfierent qae9ti<wfi, and may have contraiy 

Decisions. Slaves are, 1. Servants for life ; 2. Servants without 
Images ; 3. May be employed in any work at the will of their' 
masters; 4. May be punished at the discretion of their master; 
5. May be transferred to other masters. 

M^,may be lawfully condemned to slavery for crimes; cap- 
tives taken in lawful war may be made slaves; but a christian 
nan may nothire one Negro to make a slave of another either by 
fraud or violence (there being peace between the Negro nations); 
^v ttir^p a war merely to make c^Mvres. - * 
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Uue question? kwasfanttheekpeiimceaMl 
abservation of an individual which hour* 
ever accorate and exteBStre as an ipdi^ 
vidual's view» could not simeljr foe a fit eru 
t^rion of right and wrong; bo 9s to preclude 
comparijMm of facts^ contraiiety of opinion^ 
deliberation and discusaop; op aqueatiiHi 
of aiich infinite magnitude*. 

* This species of argumentation^ which has become 
common of late, should be notad and Ttsitted: vic^mI 
^f mit^f apd sped^efs ai^g.t9 ^id^ 9^1 ^es^c^ 
b;^ the te^stimony of their pwp personal ami individual oj}- 
servation. 
. A traveHer Dvha hift ponsilfd hk j^iisnegr diroiigii « 

QOflQsid^sa^le ^act of W^fP^^ A^^i <^m^ \^^ ^d '¥h 
forms us^ that he do«s not believe a wor|l about the gross 
corruptions of Mahometanimn and Heathenism, and about 
the ripeness of the East for a ivide-flpBdad haiyeii; ei 
Chri^t|9iMty> bf causf b^ saw PPtbilig iu iff tin^r^ W^^fih 
wrought such impressions of evil apd good upon hi^ own 
mind. Some long residents in our East Indian settfe- 
meats have testified, tbat dbey saw netking dejpidbd 81 
t|^ inpural chm^o^r of the natives ; tbut ^ey wi^e neither 
awe-stricken, nor pity-stricken with their superstitions; 
that the Hindoos have no desire and no need of the gos- 
pel, and will only be ii^wed by farther efibrta to psoMote 
die kojowl^dge of it. 7*l^ere are those whp see the origin 
of ^U t|ie ^yils of pegl^tf;fl Ir^li^li^}^ W the Catl^oljic dis- 
abilities : and there are ihom wb0 te0 Ib^m obiedy |0 ^^ 
exactions and oppression of the Popisii cler^; We need 
not cepsure anj of these witnesses fqr the fre^ disclosure 
of their facts, or for the explicit a^QW^l pf the^* qpip^ons 
as Jto causes and consevpu^oea.. But it is onfy by a ymt 



The cogMt afgainent& of U^e Ajrc^cbcoer 
ap urged in the ' Leicestiei* Journal' wem 
ably oontroireited. in a long paper sub** 
sequently inserte4f which bore the signature 
of siicty clergyiiien^ and which was thes 
united production of thcee aUe pens, Mr. 
litobinfion'^ being one* The clei^ tnetj, 
^^iikmt the presence or even sanotion of 
the Archdeacon, and cDncurired in snbseribt 
kk^ a $econd petiticBi, a^ explicit £ind eiii^ 
getic as the Ibrmer. Mr. Bohinson had his 
&11 shc^re in proenring these meetings, and 
in supporting the nifiasures which wevo 
vptjsd; exeited himself to make tlie evils 6^ 
tiie Slav^ Trade generally known and felt; 
(^sdM/Wing forth similar petitions from 
others of bis fellow-subjects, tind cKCttiBg a 
spirit «f prayprtQ God ip behalf of the pppr 
Africans ;) and, as some t^st of his sincerity, 
submitted to an exercise of self-denial^ 

4 

volume of fact and ffl^perieoee; by th9 egmitad^QQ of 
eolbmgad^ various, and discojrdfiQl teetunoni^a, tilAt W0 p%iiir 
aacertain |lia ne^ state of tilings, aud form aobpi' (HPf^li?^ 
oQi^lusafins as to Quisling evils, and Ib^ ^eimfdm ii^y vmy 
requiie. Happily we Uw in an age and country, in v^bipb 
i)iici9tions of general interest and comoianding importance 
are usually thus decided! The abolition question illns- 
twles^ as v^U as gives ocoasion to my remark. 
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which made up in frequency vrhat it want^ 
ed in magnitude^ by renouncing the use ^. 
sugar in his tea. No small sacrifice this, to 

a determined tea-drinker» who had been 

* 

accustomed to think his sugar quite a& ne- 
cessary as his Tea I 

I write at a moment when we scarcely 
know how to think or speak of the Abdlitioo : 
whether we^ are to consider it as a victory 
achieved^ or as a spoil plucked away fi^om. 
us^ Our triumph is at least deferred; 
deferred/it may he, to a very distant period, 
such that our eyes shall never, be gladdened 
with it« But we .will take courage. Haply 
the efforts of our Government^ so miserably^ 
and I will dare to say, so unjustifiably pft- 
ralysed before p, may be crowned in its pne- 

' See a sermon preached on liie late Thaidcsgiving Dirjr^- 
and substioice of a. speech delivered at the Stafford co^atf 
meetingi by the Rev. Thomas Gisborne, M* A. See also 
an excellent view of this subject in the Christian Observ- 
er for May and for June. 

'Men hold up tbeir,hands when they hear it said, * We 
would continue war for the preservation of the Abolatioa.'. 
Is not the slave trade/ War i war in Africa, though not in 
Europe. War too, as it has been shown, even more iie» 
structive and of a less'justifiable kind^ than that in.whidi: 
we have been engaged on the continent of Eunqpe« 
^* How inconspd^tttely do we judge, if we deem that war is 
necessarily the greatest of natiqnal calamities, and peace 
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#  * 

sent ^ez<; negotiations vnAk success^ aikd nifi(y 
receive their " devoutly wished consutnmar 
tion" in the approaching Congress. Let our 
fervent praj^ers to God, who has the hea^ 
of iaU men in his Almighty bands, be sub- 
jomed to the vigorous exertions: which have 
been made,. and which are still practicable 
amongst men.. But if these should iail and 
n^ottation fer a season become abortive, 
:we must not allow ourselves to despair.. It 
may be the good pleasure of God, that the 
fiiith and pati^ce of his servants be y^ 
ibrther tried ; " that their trial may be fouiid 
unto praise and hcmour and glory ^t the 
appearing of Jesus Christ." It may be 
necessary that France should have the light 
fbdbreshe sigti the decree; and she may 
Jb!e^slol«^ attd gradual in her reception of the 
Mght, even as we ourselves baVie be^. But 



Ike first of aotbnal blessings ! What is wsir oompBited widi 
tbe divitie indignation i What is peace compared with the 
continuance of the divine favour i" And can we expect 
that favour, when we in effect, and even in word, legalize 
and sanction what we ourselves dedafe to be injustice, 
far a limited period; we whose guilt is by so much greater 
than the other contracting party, as we are in the light, 
and they in darkness i We have ccmvictions of guilt in An 
tnSSc, to'whidi diey are at p««ie^ ilniji^s. 
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she shall see, she slmll sign ; God will hare 
it go. 

BittkT m the extreme must be th6 dib- 
dppointfnent of tboae hondered diampimis 
m this cause, who when they seoned to 
hav^ the cup at their lips are coaipeUed to 
put it down again ; itho, when after mxay 
years of inflexible constancy, after repemtod 
failures and disappointments they have ap-* 
peared to gain their ultimate point by not 
otily procuring the decree of the AfaDlitton 
but by making the adventurer in the tftide 
u felbfh and the tradfe it^lf pirdcyf and 
actually procuring the African seas to be 
^coufid of such pirates; have all their lah 
bout^ signed away by the stroke of a pen, 
aifid j^avery again legalised even by the 
very nation which has proscribed and pf^ 
fesses to BkA^ca it, in that very station 
whence it has been hooted out with disgrace, 
and ban*ed out with penalties. Birt I hope 
in God, these faithiW men will rtot bfe dis^ 
couraged. Let them go patiently and firmly 
forward even under reproof and defeat; if 
Stttih be their portion ; remembering \*^bat 
their beginning and progress have been. 
The pasty whikt k depresses, Will ftmlMdea 
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tbem. The sense of former difficvltifei^ cf 
the toanner in which tbey^ were overcoiiK^ 
of the agent md of the method of hisagmcy^ 
will inspire theih with i^eimwed hope^ aes- 
tkvity, and ^feal. 

What could be less promising than th^ 
siMioe^ of this enterprite at the finst ? Ig^ 
Aorancfe^ interrat^ pi^judioe, custom^ in^ 
ftiMiKMV nalibnal connfei^iDris, fiocial connect 
tiond^ a6biHty> comnlerce^ were aH combined 
dgaim^ it : and, in this country^ it has Van^ 
cftiiifaed aM these; but ndt at omie. h» 
iucdess has not been the Yidtpry of sdme 
highly favoured m<^ent; a felidtous ex- 
fdoit ; a well concerted and well conducted 
ifttratagetn ; not* yet has it been the triumph 
of inKlliatit ekoquencfe and tound reasonin|^ 
4Mre# dtil^ftfip Mid sophistry, for then shoeld 
we not faerve had to wait for 6ur joy t rather^ 
it has* been the fruit of padeAt pt^sevMaiic^; 
ef fight gradually difi^sed; of ^gumt^nt 
brmght calmly hdnto to the feeUngs ; of high 
ai^ pure prinfeiple; ofesiperifincegr^uaUy 
teplored. It has enjoyed all th»ie advan^ 
ta§^s we bflKre named : n^ver did eause of 
mffli find ablei^ lips, or head$> or hands ttf 
M^tefce ic. Biftt these lipsattd heads a«fdi 
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hands have been so employed in the work, 
as to make it manifest they were but sub^ 
ordinate agents of an higher power; that.it 
was ''not by might, nor by power, but by 
my spirit, saith the Lord,*' that they eflfected 
their purpose ; and that it was the will of 
God to give effect to them, not instandy, 
but in du€i time. God has seen fit to de* 
velop and to perform his will in this instance, 
like many others, not as by a &ish of 
lightaing and a ' right-aiming thuiiderhc^: 
but as by the calm revolution of thetea^ons. 
An attempt has often been made, to bloid 
the Abolition cause with that of French li- 
berty and Jacobinism. The attempt has 
sometimes succeeded but too well: and 
I fear some of our high-minded nobflity 
even ' now, as well as many of aristocratical 
sentiments in the middle and: lower classei 
of society, are at best luke-wartn friend^ if 
not secretly or avowedly adverse to the Abo- 
lition, from a remnant of this false: inipeesh 
»6n. Scarcely any two cai^es could be. 
more distinct. How shall rebellion against 
lawfully constituted authcHrities be. made one 
with the authori23ed renunciatidn of a poweo 
unjustly assumed? How sh^ll it Jegislalive 



J 
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enactment refusing to oppress be construed 
to mean the same thing as tyranny in the 
most atrocious form, doMGiineering and vaunt- 
ing herself in the most unseemly outrages 
over thos^ whom she ooght to obey? But 
by this unjust association, which many who 
coufd n<* but see its injustice were forward 
to promote, the friends of the Abolition were 
in some instances deterred from making 
public efforts to accomplish it, lest this 
cause which they dearly loved, and the 
general interests of religion which were 
still dfearer to them, should be impaired- by 
their exertions, Accpinlingly, no united 
attempts were made by the Leicestershire 
clergy on the subject of the Slave Trade, 
after the meeting of 1792. 

Mr. Robinson was not less a- decided 
enemy to Jaoobinistn than friend to Abo- 
Vitiim. All his life> he was much of a Poll- 
tician; that is, felt a warm interest in the 
public afiairs of his nation and of the: world. 
He had exalted views of the sovereigft^ 
perpetual, and immediate agency of Pro^ 
vidence in all earthly transactions : but, 
whilst he weighed political events with 
i^fari&tian and theological scales; referring all 

J. 
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to one great Author, aod in all regaidiDg 
chiefly the influenee which they migbt be 
expected to have on the paramount cause 
of Christ ; he poasesfiugd a measure pC the 
ardour (chastised but not subdued) of a citi- 
zen of this world. He had drunk deep into 
the Loyalist spirit during the American war; 
and did not very cordially syropathiae in 
the various successes and final triuxe^h of 
those whom he considered as Rd^ls^ He 
would not easily have been brought to de- 
liver his friend the Bi^hpp of Llandafi^s- two 
el<K]uent ^d memorable sermons, w^hich 
wef e preached aiwi published in the midst 
of that conflict But the French Bev«iWtioai 
with its widely extended influences on ti^ 
morals, politics and religion, of France, of 
Great Britain and of thie world, c^tme much 
nearer hom^ to his feelings. It occupied 
much of his most se^ioqs and soMtsay 
thoughts, much of bis private conversation, 
and a part even of his piiblic ministry. Hks 
political system was wh^t nm^ wquU ac« 
count despoticib and it^MonniAe to civil 
liberty. Bitt it was iKpti tr^ly so. I believe 
he cordially loy^> liborty ; but it was ra- 
tional liberty, the. child oi* order and gooA 
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government. He considered the Governor's 
poi^rer as an emanation of God's power; 
what should by all means be supported and 
held sacred. He would have served a Nero 
quietly ; as believing that he was God's 
vicegerent ; one of those ^ powers that be/" 
whom it was ordained of God that be 
should obey. Had our Constitution been 
diflferent, and the character of our beloved 
Monarch the very reverse of what he re- 
ceived it to be ; he would still have thought 
it strictly his duty to reverence his. person, 
and uphold his throne. But he loved the 
fair febric of our political constitution, for 
its own sake ; he admired its complexity of 
parts; and thought *'the elements so wisely 
tempered in it," that a British suhject "might 
stand up and say, ' This is a government.'" 
Recent experience confirms his judgment. 
After numberless variations; ^hen many 
new ccmstitutions have been beaten out like 
iroa upon the anvil, or drawn from the 
pigeon-holes of the philosopher's bureau, it 
seems that murder, rapine and desolation 
can but bring a nation at last, as its happiest 
expedient, to the adoption of a constitution, 
whose recommendation is, that its mould 

l2 
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and feshion are those of ours : which the 
kind favour of God has given us without 
earthquake, guillotine, or sword. He ve- 
nerated his Sovereign also for his private 
and for his public virtues, and would never 
patiently hear the slightest insinuation to 
his disadvantage. He never related any of 
his stories (with which, through his high 
flow of spirits and natural gaiety of temper, 
his conversation abounded ;) with more ani- 
mation and delight, than those o^ which 
the King was his leading subject, and which 
had a tendency to exalt and magnify his 
name. Mr. Pitt too was his favourite prime 
minister. He did not go quite so far as his 
friend whom he "wore in his heart of hearts^'* 
the late Henry Venn, who would sometimes^ 
eagerly declare, Mr. Pitt was^ inspired ; but he 
thought him little less than an heaven-born 
minister, whom God had in rich mercy be- 
stowed upon us, to meet and avert the crisis 
of our fate. He admired his eloquence, he 
admired his measures, (particularly those of 
internal policy,) he admired his high dig- 
nity, comprehension and firmness of mind. 
" England,*' he has said more than once, 
*' would have been lost without him/' 
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There was one transaction, and only one, 
of his public and known history, which he 
deeply lamented, and with horror con- 
demned: and he made no secret of his 
opinion, that Mr. Pitt appeared to have de- 
clined from his former vigour and success 
ever after, as though he laboured under 
evident marks of divine displeasure for that 
heinous sin \ I do not think Mr. Robin- 
son always did full justice to the motives 
and talents of Mr. Pitt's political adver- 
saries. 

With these sentiments deeply rooted and 
grounded in his mind, we shall not wonder 
that he regarded the equality system as an 
object of just loathing and determined op- 
position. Haying watched its develope- 
ment on the other side of the water, as 
communicated to us through the medium 
of the public prints, and having more than 
an hearsay knowledge of it, through the 
exercise of much keen observation and dis- 
cernment in his own town ; he avowed his 
detestation of the whole catalogue of Revo- 
lutionary principles, as hatefiil in themselves, 

^ His duel, fought on a Sunday, with Mr. Tiemey. 
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and tenfold more hateful in the evils which 
must necessarily flow from their diffusion. 
It is well known how much religion was. in 
this cause blended with politics. '* Death 
was the eternal sleep*' of those who de- 
throned princes and confiscated estates at 
pleasure ; and who substituted an heathen 
pantheon, with the Goddess of Liberty at its 
head, for the God of the Bible. Had the 
opinions thus broached respecting govern- 
ment, been of a less flagrant and pestilential 
kind ; had they been such as were not radi- 
cally contrary to the plainest declarations of 
Scripture ; and had it been possible to sepa- 
rate French politics froni French atheism ; it 
might have been made a question, whether 
Mr. Robinson acted with his usual wisdom 
and moderation in so decidedly lifting up 
his standard on the side which he saw 
good to embrace. But, under the precise 
circumstances of the times, it cannot, I 
think, be doubted, that he was strictly in 
his place, as the man of God standing in tibe 
breach, exposing himself to the fiery darts 
of the enemy, counselling, expostulating, 
intreating, commanding, if peradventure he 
might heal the sick, or stay the plague; 
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when the cry and the need were so urgent. 
What would have been the probable con- 
sequences, had he remained neutral and 
silent ? What, if he had espoused the other 
side ? It may be fairly questioned, whether 
any other individual in Leicester possessed 
a twentieth part of his weight and influence. 
He used these on the side of truth and order: 
he used them judiciously. Knowing well 
the nature, the origin^ the seat, the actings, 
the subjects of the malady, he applied effi- 
cacious means of palliation and of cure. 
He attacked it in its first principles ; showed 
it to be a noxious plant which sprung from 
the corruptions and deceitfulness of the 
human heart, and which derived Its power 
from this evil root; fair, but fallacious; pre-^ 
tending to heal, but making sick; whose 
leaves and fruits are *• full of deadly poison.^* 
The course he pursued had the effect of 
alienating some friends from him, (for a time 
at least,) whose disaffection he bitterly la- 
mented; exposed him to much censtire 
and obloquy from the more argumentative 
of his opponents; and opened jtnany mouths 
of the rabble against him in words of fierce 
ingratitude, enmity and scorn. But he went 
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on with a firm, undismayed, and stedfest 
step, and did the state, as well as the church, 
much service: some he kept entire, some 
he tempered, a few he plucked out of the 
burning : and he has received repeated tes- 
timonies since, firom those best acquainted 
with the interior of these transactions ; the 
magistrates and persons officially connected 
with them; that his voice of alarm and ex- 
hortation was not in vain, A friend who 
heard it enables me to lay before my readers 
some extracts from the substance of a very 
important, impressive and effective sermoo, 
which he preached on the 9th of Decem- 
ber, 1792, within a few weeks after the 
famous decree of the 19th of November : a 
decree, which by its offers of assistance and 
fraternization to the disaffected of all coun- 
tries, amounted in substance to a declaration 
of war against all the constituted authorities 
of Europe and of the world. 

The text was from 1 Chron. xii. 32. " Of 
the children of Issachar, which were men 
that had understanding of the times, to know 
what Israel ought to do." He introduces 
the subject with an apology for handling it. 
^' The present alarming situation^ of our 
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country is a sufficient apology for the sub- 
ject before us, I do not stand here as^ a 
politician to instruct you in matters con- 
cerning the state, or as a philosopher to lead 
you into the mazes of metaphysics ; but as 
a minister of the gospel to warn you of the 
danger which threatens our land. We are 
not in danger from a foreign enemy, but 
from discontent and a factious spirit at home. 
Thanks be to God that there are among us 
men which ' have understanding of the 
times/ and which are willing to use their 
utmost exertions for the peace and safety of 
our nation. Let us pray for our counsellors ' 
and legislators, that God may be pleased to 
direct their deliberations, and may prosper 
all their measures for the public welfare. If 
we were sufficiently aware of the heinous- 
ness of that spirit which leads men to over- 
turn all government and to level all distinc- 
tions, we should use our influence to nip it 
in the bud. It follows not the things which 
make for peace, but tends only to licentious^ 
ness and confusion." 

The sermon is chiefly taken up with a 
practical inquiry what the peculiar nature 
of the times requires us to do. 
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*^ Government is the ordinance of God : 
without it, society cannot be supported. 
Subordination is also his decree : there must 
be those that govern and those that obey. 
In order that the ends of government may 
be fulfilled, restraints must be imposed upon 
the refractory and disobedient, that the life, 
property, and other rights of individuals may 
not be invaded by rapacious and wicked 
men; and these wholesome restraints, so 
far as they be necessary, are clearly con- 
formable to the divine will, which would 
have order and not anarchy to prevail in the 
world." 

" That christians ought to submit to the 
regulations, and obey the commandments of 
their lawful governors, so far as they are not 
contrary to the word of God, may be ga- 
thered from the constitution and appoint- 
ment of God's providence. He has placed 
men in their particular situations and cir- 
cumstances: as a sovereign possessing un- 
controlable authority, he has a right to dis- 
pose, and does dispose of their persons and 
concerns, ' determining to every man the 
bounds of his habitation.' It is not for them 
to inquire whether or not the ends of go- 
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vernment be answered in the particular 
proceedings of their existing governors; 
but to manifest a peaceable deportment 
under the most trying dispensations, as 
tho^ who ' submit themselves to every or- 
dinance of man for the Lord's sake." 

" But it may be a^ed^ suppose the govern- 
ment be oppressive and wicked, are we then 
tamely to submit? If governors impose upon 
us laws that are plainly contrary to the word 
of God and good conscience, the case is 
clear and admits of no doubt, *' we ought to 
obey God rather than men/ Thus did 
Daniel and Paul ; but little grievances vrA\ 
not justify an attempt to overturn govern^ 
ment ; we ought rather to yield subjection 
to it for conscience sake, regarding it as an 
appointment instituted for the public good, 
and to which all private interest- must give 
way. It is indeed most deeply to be la- 
mented tl^t this gracious institution should 
be pOTverted, and that those who bear the 
sword, whilst they countenance and connive 
at sin, should be a terror to those who do 
well. But even in this cai^, the blessings 
of a common protection, of enforced order, 
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and of recognized authority are so great, that 
we should be content to suffer evil unde- 
servedly, and to take it patiently, rather 
than by irregular and disorderly practices 
to attempt redress. Never did any sove- 
reign pervert the ends of government more 
foully than Nero ; yet even to him Paul en- 
joined submission, tyrannical and oppressive 
as he was. We must be allowed to main- 
tain, that even a bad government is better 
than none at all/* 

*' It is not wrong to seek the redress of 
grievances in a peaceable way, by petition, 
such as our laws allow and encourage ; but 
th6 present clamorous spirit, which appears 
to be so prevalent, is contrary to the spirit 
of true Christianity, and manifestly tends to 
subvert all law. Knowing what human 
nature is, we ought not to look for perfection 
in any system of government : iand if go- 
vernments must be changed to satisfy every 
petulant and refractory complainant; or 
because there is something defective or even 
partially oppressive in them; the end will 
he, we shall have no government at all. 
The gospel requires * the ornament of a 
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meek and quiet spirit:' and how does this 
comport with clamorous demands for re- 
dress?'' 

'^ Much has been said about the rights of 
man. What! have you a right to insult 
authority ? to subvert all existing establish- 
ments ? ' Render unto Csesar the things that 
are Caesar's, and unto God the things that 
are God's/ The example of Christ shews 
you what ought to be your conduct. He 
submitted peaceably to the government 
under which he livedo though in many in- 
stances-it was extremely oppressive. He 
wrought a miracle to pay tribute to the 
government, not because they could have 
demanded it of him* but lest he should 
offend them. The apostles and many of 
the primitive christians ' took joyfully the 
spoiling of their goods;' and, though unjustly 
imprisoned by their governors, we never 
read that they murmured or attempted to 
subvert their authority. We are com* 
manded to submit, not only for wrath, 
but also for conscience sake : not so much 
through fear of punishment, as from a re- 
gard to God and good conscience." 

^' Are governments never to be resisted I 
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If ever a change be expedient, it must be 
where the ends of government are not ac- 
complished, and where the grievances are 
so great and predominant, that there is no 
enjoyment or coipfort to be derived from 
the advantages. But the advantages of our 
government are great and unspeakable: 
Personal security, personal liberty, personal 
property are protected and preserved ; asd 
justice is equally and impartially distributed: 
whilst our grievances are only imaginary, 
or but small indeed, having little or no ex* 
istence but in the fencies of some discon- 
tented speculalists. Our government is the 
most &vourable to religion of any in the 
known world/' 

'^ Would you know what Israel ought to 
do? Abstain irom that malignant spirit 
which is not aiiraid to ' speak evil of digni* 
ties/ and from those writings whose teur 
dency is only to mislead and deceive, and in 
which there is no solidity of argument. Be 
tbankiul that God has placed you where 
you. can get a comfortable subsistence; where 
thiore is no persecutkxi, but liberty and tole- 
ration. Give diligence to obtain a more 
perfect knowledge of the counsel and ways 



of God ; exert your mflueoce in your fe- 
mily and neighbourhood to preserve peace 
and order; explain to your families their 
duty; inculca4:e subordination; catiechize 
your young pe(^le; " teach them to obey 
file king and all that are in authority under 
him ; to submit themselves to all governors^ 
teachers, spiritual pastors and masters; to 
order themselves lowly and reverently to all 
their betters/' 

** If these things be forgotten ; if ydu are 
too wise to be taught; the consequence 
will be ' confusion and every evil work/ 
Poor children and servants! What good 
will you get by levelling all distinctions I 
Shall you secure comfert and happiness, to 
yourselves? Be not deceived: the very 
^ method you take to secure these, being 
contrary to God's pla% cannot possibly 
fiorosper : you will more effectually secure 
your own comfort by abiding quietly in 
yourplft«/' 

" AlaSi! we have to lament that iniquity 
abousids^ and bids defkuace to all restraint. 
Be^igion. is. disregarded ; God is di^onoured ; 
his law despised, his offers of mercy treated 
with contempt. Though other nations may 
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be guilty, the guilt of England is deeply 
aggravated through the infinite variety of 
her privileges." 

" Religious services of humiliation^ like 
that of Josiah, are peculiarly necessary at 
this day. Take comfort from Elzekiel's vi* 
sion"; the mark set on the foreheads of 
those that sigh and that cry. Instead of 
disputing about politics, pray for your own 
sin and the iniquity of the land. Though 
the cloud that hangs over us be dark, 
yet thank God there is hope. Pray that 
he may be pleased to interpose for us ; 'to 
order the unruly wills and affections of sinful 
men ;' and especially to continue his truth 
amongst us, however we may deserve to 
have it withdrawn." 

" Whatever may await us in future 
life, suppose the severest calamities, be pre- 
pared to meet them by having God for your 
fi-iend. Are you ready to meet your God 
in judgment? If you have an interest in 
the Covenant of grace, you may triumph in 
the view of your own dissolution, and of 
the dissolution of all things around you, 
whilst yet you will mourn for the sin of 

' Ezekiel^ cb. ix. 
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others- Though distress should arise,, you 
pre secure, because you " have fled for re- 
fuge to lay hold on the hope set before 
you." But this is not thexase, I fear, with 
many. Are not many of you living with- 
out God in the world? Will, you not be 
afraid to meet an angry God in judgment ? 
Seek then for pardon before that day 
comes, 

** Christians 1 you are called to maintain 
an holy frame of mind at all times: it is 
peculiarly suitable to the present period. 
Whilst you endeavour to conduct yourselves 
as good citizens, your hearts and convert 
sation should be in heaven. This world is 
not your home : here you are as strangers 
and pilgrims in a foreign land ; therefore 
you should shew, that present things do not 
move you. See that you manifest an up- 
right and spiritual frame of mind, which is 
for the honour of your profession as well as 
for your own comfort." 

Such were the principles, warnings and 
(exhortations, with which he strove against 
the torrent of political discontent and angry 
insubordination. Nor was this a solitary 
effort; he bore the subject steadily in mind; 

M 
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frequently introduced a passing remark, with 
reference to it, in his ordinary discourses ; 
and in some occasional sermons handled it 
at large. But his chief aim was to attack 
that spirit of pride, independence and re- 
bellion against God, of which this disaf- 
fection to government was but an inci- 
dental manifestation. 

Mr. Robinson was not singular in these 
exertions which he made as a British 
clergyman, who combines with his office 
the character and relations of a British sub- 
ject. Nearly all, if not all to a man, of that 
considerable body of the Clergy which coin- 
cide with him for the most part in religious 
sentiment, coincide with him also for the 
most part, in their views of the authority of 
government; and, at the eventful crisis 
which tried so many foundation)^ and cast 
their superstructures down, they were found 
firm, intrepid, active, efficacious in maintain- 
ing the cause of order and constitutional 
obedience. I am the more forward to 
introduce this remark, because it has been 
insinuated, that the persons usually desig- 
nated * evangelical clergymen' are not only 
negligent in their general system of niorals, 
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but peculiarly indifferent, if not hostile, 
to the just influence of government: in 
other words, that they are democratically 
inclined. I believe, if accurate search were 
made into the opinions and practices of this 
numerous class of our community, it would 
be found that few of them hold opinions 
less lofty than those which Mr. Robinson 
avowed, though he was certainly not a 
Laud ; and that few in their various circles, 
and according to their various degrees of in- 
fluence, were less decided and energetic 
than he was, in resisting disloyalty, discon- 
tent and jacobinism. 

Mr. Robinson's known sentiments and ex- 
ertions in the early stages of this conflict con- 
tributed to point him out as the most eligible 
person for the appointment of Chaplain to the 
Leicester Volunteer Infantry, on their first 
enrolment in the year 1795. In fulfilment 
of the duties of this appointment, he made 
an Address to the Regiment which was fol- 
lowed by a Prayer, on occasion of the con- 
secration of their colours. In the then exist- 
ing ferment of public opinion, surrounded 
as he was by many who " waited for his 
halting,'' it was not likely that he should 

m2 
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escape misrepresentation or censure. Aware 
that he had been attacked, he judged it ad- 
visable to publish his Address and Prayer; 
which are spirited, fervent, solemn, argu- 
mentative and well suited to the occasion. 
He vindicates himself from apparent incon- 
sistency in undertaking such an office; " a 
Minister of peace at the head of an armed 
band ;" he shews the origin, lamentable na- 
ture, and awful prevalency of war ; states 
the necessity of the present institution ; the 
lawfulness of the occupation of a soldier; 
the laudable purposes for which the Asso- 
ciation is formed, and the debt of gratitude 
which is due to its members from every in- 
dividual of the community ; the reasonable- 
ness of the act of consecration ; the pious 
feelings which it supposes and requires in 
every armed man, and the faithfiilness " even 
to death" which the ensign demands from 
them ; calls them to frequent prayer in the 
discharge of their military duties from the 
exaniple of Moses* uplifted hands; urges 
them to great circumspection in all their 
conduct; and cautions them against the 
particular dangers to which their new situa- 
tion will expose them : concluding the whole 
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with an animated application of the subject 
and occasion to the christian combat, and 
diarging the whole assembled multitude, ci- 
tizens as well as soldiers, to fight under the 
Lord's banner, and be led by Him to certain 
and eternal victory: 

The Prayer consists of an acknowledg- 
ment of the divine sovereignty ; a lamen- 
tation for war, and supplication for deliver- 
ance; a devotement of the soldiers and 
standards to God, with earnest petitions for 
his prospering blessing ; and a general inter-, 
cession for the government, nation, church 
and all mankind. 

*' It has been questioned by some, whe- 
ther the profession of a soldier be consistent 
with the principles of our holy religion. But 
we remark, that it is no where forbidden or 
condemned in any part of the sacred scrip- 
tures. Ou the contrary, we are there pre- 
sented with various instances of persons the 
most eminent for their piety and devotion, 
who were also renowned for their skill in, 
the art of war, and for their courage in the 
field of battle. The gospel of Jesus Christ 
is a system of peace. It is calculated to re- 
concile and unite man to man, as well as 
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man to God; and, if its benign influence 
Were universally felt, wars doubtless would 
'* cease to the end of the earth." But in 
the present state of things, it requires not 
the soldier to lay down his arms and aban- 
don his profession." (He instances in John 
the Baptist's exhortation to the soldiers, and 
in the histories of the two centurions.) 

*' The service of this day, however it may 
furnish a subject for idle and pro^e ridi- 
cule to some, who seem disposed to brand 
every thing serious with the reproachful 
term of superstition, is, I will maintain, rea- 
sonable in itself and honourable to you. For 
what are we to conclude from it, but that 
you wish to approve your love to God, and 
engage his blessing upon your institution ? 
And is this a business, which you need to be 
ashamed of, or which properly calls for any 
scornful, ignominious censures ? We would 
ask the scoffers of the present age, would it 
be better to cast off all regard to Jehovah 
and erect an altar to right reason, to ap- 
pear as her votaries in contempt and de- 
fiance of revealed religion, and devote your 
colours to this modern idol? Abhorred be 
such Pagan superstition and folly ! No, sirs. 
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you stand in the bouse, and before tbe altar 
of the living God, acknowledging yourselves 
the creatures of bis bands, and professing a 
hope in his mercy through Jesus Christ 
You vrish not to bear your arms for any 
other purposes than such as may be con- 
sistent with his will : and, accordingly, you 
bring your standards that you may present 
ihem at his footstool and intreat his gracious 
acceptance of them, as a token of your pro- 
foundest homage. You are constrained to 
feel your entire dependance upon him ; and 
therefore you lift up your prayer, that he 
would vouchsafe to take both you and your 
banners under his care, and to support and 
prosper you in your undertaking." 

I have given this extract, as furnishing 
not only a fair specimen of the style of the 
Address, but a complete vindication of his 
character, in a transaction in which some 
of his warmest friends will be glad to under- 
stand what were his precise views and mo- 
tives. The Volunteers wei;e used to attend 
as a body at his church, on the first Sunday 
in the month; when his sermons, in which 
he usually had some reference to their jat- 
tendanee, were found highly useful to many. 
He had a great respect for the military cha- 



166 SOME ACCOUNT 

radter, ei^ecially when sustained by a persim 
of true piety. He cherished the acquaint* 
ance of two or three particular friends in 
that profession, whom he loved the more 
for their occupation. He veneraled the 
memory of Colonel Gardiner, and fencied 
he saw his likeness in some of these his 
favourite admirers. 

A remarkable circumstance, accompanied 
with much that was awful in its result, 
befel one of these monthly attendancies. 
A young man, who had once made some 
profession of serious religion, but had been 
seduced into habits of profligacy and de- 
bauchery by giving ear to infidel advisers 
and to certain infidel publications of the 
day, had a company in the Leicester Vo- 
lunteer Infentry. The captain marched 
with his company to church one particular 
Sunday, but was observed by Mr. Robin- 
son to face about as soon as he had reached 
the door, and, with much sullenness and 
scorn strongly eifpressed in his countenance, 
to turn away from the chnrch, leaving his 
company to shift for themselves. In the 
course of the ensuing week, this poor young 
man was attacked by a constipation in his 
'bowels and died after two days illn^s; but 
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not before he had sent to Mr. Robiiison/ 
had owned the corrupted state of his mind 
pointing out its fatal source, had bitterly 
lamented his audacity and contemptuous- 
ness shown on the preceding Sunday, and 
pouring out many fervent supplications for 
pardon and acceptance through the merits 
of Christ had obtained some faint hopes 
that '^ his unrighteousness was forgiven and 
his sin covered// 

Nearly the same considerations which 
had led to his appointment of chaplain to 
the Volunteers were instrumental in pro- 
curing him the chaplainship of the town 
gaol : to which he succeeded, by the choice 
of the Mayor and Magistrates for the time 
being, on the resignation of Mr. Pigott in 
the year 1797. His designation to this 
office was no inconsiderable proof that his 
merits were now more justly appreciated 
by the town in general; since, in some 
earlier stages of his ministry, he might as 
well have expected a bishopric as this ap^ 
pointment from the leaders of the corpora- 
tion, though the salary was only twelve 
guineas a year. The duty consisted of a 
single service on the Sunday once a month. 
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and occasional visits in seasons of particular 
ui^^ency*. 

Persons who greatly disrelish the doc- 
trines of grace will sometimes go so far as 
to admit that preachers of a certain character 
are * all very proper in hospitab and prisons :* 
they are wanted in such assemblies of 
thieves and harlots, though they ^ould be 
banished from more polite and well-prin- 
cipled audiences. However false and self^ 
delusive such exceptions may be, and how- 
ever contrary to the views of his patrons, 
Mr. Robinson was peculiarly fitted by 
his natural and by his spiritual endovir- 
ments to be ' a teacher of felons/ One 
of the last stories which he told, and that 
with much emphasis and cheerfulness, was 
a conversation he had just been holding 
with a poor convict in another prison, who 
in speaking of a kind clergyman that had 
visited him remarked, that *' he was much 
obliged to him for his kindness, and was 
sure he meant his good, but he had not 
discernment for such cases as his/* The man 

' To the praise of the present bench of magistrates it 
must be added, that the duty is now performed regularly 
every Sunday, and the salary raised from twelve guineas 
to thirty pounds a year. 
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meant, that he had not a sufficient insight 
into human nature, and into the varied de- 
eeitfulness of the human heart, to qualify 
him for an instructor of villains. 

Mr. Robinson had no deficiency of this 
kind to lament. He knew the heart well, 
both from his Bible and from personal ob- 
nervation and experience. He was also " able 
to comprehend," from the same sources^ 
^* what is the breadth and length and depth 
and height*' of " the ui^earchable riches of 
Christ." Thus he could convince. of sin, in 
its cause and root, as well as in its more 
obvious and gross abominations; thus he 
could arrest attention, force the eye ipwards> 
and constrain the hands to rise up. His 
plan was, chiefly by alarm moderately tem- 
pered with love and persuasion, to drive 
these " stout-hearted" into the way of es- 
cape. '* Ye serpents, ye generation of vi- 
pers, how shall ye escape the damnation of 
hell?" Here we have ** the serpent'' (which 
leads to some account of him and of his 
seed;) *' helV (which leads to some ac- 
count of the eternity and fierceness of its 
torments;) ^'escape'' (there is a refuge for 
'the lost.) — This is the outline of one of his 
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sermons addressed to these unhappy persons, 
of which he gave me some account. But 
he was sometimes pecuharly mild, affection- 
ate and inviting. 

He was used to detail with much pleasure 
the success he obtained in visiting two 
heinous convicts, by the names of Smith 
and Harrison, who suffered on the 19th of 
April, 1800, for a burglary committed in 
the house of Mr. Henry Richards in Lei- 
cester, some months before. One of these 
(Smith) had been a long and daring offen- 
der, habituated to all the artifices and atro- 
cities of practised thieves. In the interval 
between his condemnation and execution, 
Mr. Robinson saw much of him ; and, when 
his heart had been soflened ' by the blessing 
of God upon much earnest and wise counsel 
of his minister, he freely confessed many of 
his shameful stratagems and excesses, to one 
whom he believed to be his sincere friend. 
The know;ledge thus imparted was, I be- 
lieve, made useful in future experience to 
Mr. Robinson. Amongst other acknow- 

^ " Sir, I do not know what to make of this man/' said 
the gaoler, meeting Mr. Rokdnson on his entering the 
prison, in one of his earlier visits ; ^^ he says he has got % 
stone in his breast.'^ 
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ledgments, he confessed that when Mr. Ro- 
binson was one day preaching very earnestly 
in the chapel, before his conviction, he was 
employed in considering how easily he could 
rob him of his watch ! 

Brought to a better mind, through the 
sovereign and effectual grace of God, which 
can ** make the nether millstone feel;" he 
and his partner in crime and suffering died 
composedly, with lively hope and joy. Mr. 
Robinson had looked forward with peculiar 
dread and apprehension to the circumstances 
of their execution, in which he was to act a 
prominent and important part as their fei- , 
low-helper, counsellor and comforter. But 
when the morning came, his fears had 
vanished. He described with much emo- 
tion the high gratification he had enjoyed 
in witnessing their last scene. He had, im- 
proved it with much effect to the multitude; 
and he came away declaring of them that 
" they were gone as to take possession of an 
estate." 

Possibly there might be a little too much 
of ardour in Mr* Robinson's representations 
of this and some similar transactions, in 
which, by an attendance upon felons and 
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some other persons of notoriously base cha^ 
racter, he seemed to witness a peculiar ma- 
nifestation of the invincibility and freeness of 
grace. I would by no means disparage his 
general discernment, or deny his conclusion 
in any specific instance : much less would I 
contiivert the principles on which he found- 
ed his exhortations and his confidence. 
" This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all 
acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners, of whom I am chief. ^^ 
Unequivocal declarations of divine truth, 
illustrated by broad examples, will justify 
our most cheerful and sanguine expectations 
even in extreme cases. " The publicans 
and the harlots have entrance into the king- 
dom of heaven before you." Nor would I 
withhold from my own mind, or from the 
mind of the supposed penitent, the as- 
surance of that good hope, which upon 
much sober, accurate examination and ob^ 
servation, I had deliberately formed. But 
we should surely be exceedingly careful and 
scrupulous in forming our own conclusions ; 
(so deceptive are appearances, and so cal>- 
culated tQ originate and to foster delusion 
$tre the circumstance of the pers6ns to 
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whom my remark is specially applied :) and 
still more guarded should we be, in bearing 
a public and undemanded testimony ; lest 
we wantonly encourage sin, and lest wc 
wantonly give occasion to " the enemies of 
the Lord to blaspheme." 

Mr. Robinson's ministrations in the pri- 
son were made useful, in some well attested 
instances, to those who did not suffer but 
were spared to show forth their fruits : and, 
during the last two or three years, of his life, 
he was usually attended in his monthly visits, 
by some of his young friends and other 
earnest seekers of the kingdom, who found 
it ** good for them to be there,'* his sermons 
being, as we might well expect, of a pecu- 
liarly interesting and impressive nature. 
His service was at eight o'clock in the 
morning : he did not usually read the whole 
Morning Prayer, but pursued nearly the 
same plan as at the Infirmary ; his sermons 
were about twenty or twenty-five minutes 
in length. 

It would not have been possible for Mr. 
Robinson to undertake the various stated 
services for which he had thus at length 
become responsible, without a regular assist- 
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ant In the earlier period of his appoint- 
ment to St. Mary's, be stood alone;; wkh 
such occasional and partial help as he could 
fMTocure. But his two full services on the 
Sunday^ with the Tuesday evening lecture, 
the three duties at the Infirmary, and the 
daily burden of visiting the sick, and of per- 
forming funerals, baptisms, marriages, and 
other appointed offices in a parish whose 
population amounted to between three and 
four thousand, were found too much for his 
health, (which was by no means strong at 
that time) and it appeared to his firiendis 
that he was gradually sinking under the 
accumulated pressure. Some of his more 
earnest adherents, therefore, (amongst whom 
Mn W. Ludlam was not indifferent or idle) 
took the matter in hand, and privately pro- 
cured subscriptions to a fund which might 
pay a curate ^ The present Sir Abraham 
Elton, on his first going into orders, assist* 
ed him for some months in this relation 



" I have since learned^ that a part of the money was 
furnished at first from distant places, chiefly Cambridge 
and London; twenty-five pojunds only being supplied 
from Leicester, and other twenty-five from remote friends : 
but that arrangement did not continue long. 



OF THE LlflE, &c. 17t 

/ 

gratuitously, 1 beliere,' or nearly so* ; and 
from this date, the year 1783, he was never 
suffered to be without one. No doubt those 
who contributed laid out their money wisely 
and well, ef en in an interested view, by 
assisting to preserve and enlarge their be- 
loved minister's usefulness. But it was done 
freely; it was done handsomely; Jt was 
done permanently, yet without weariness; 
it- was done by those, of whom many con- 
tributed cheerfully to him from their sufei- 
stanee^ in other ways. He always spoke of 
it as^ an exercise of affectionate liberality 
wfiich was honourable to the contributors, 
and in which he rejoiced on their behalf, 
specially en account of the liberal spirit 
with which it was conducted, (they made 
no conditions, they never attempted to in- 
terfere in the appointment ;) more than on 
his own.. There was also a little subscrip-^ 
tion raised exclusively from among his own 
parishioners, and amounting at last to about 
.£.37 annually, which was considereid as 

* I have heard Mr. Robinson mention, that the Bishop 
was very particular in his inquiries, whether he was bonit 
fide to be his curate ; but I understood this to refer to the 
labour, rather than to the salary. 

. N 
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supplying tbe claim to an afternoon ser- 
mon. 

By the kind providence of God he was 
much blessed in his curates: in general, 
those were sent whom God had adapted to 
their work^ and whom he owned in the 
performance of it. In the number^ amount- 
ing to not less than tw^elve, to whom Mr. Ro* 
binson was the instrument of communicat- 
ing, I think we may venture to say^ quite as 
much benefit as he received, by his expe- 
rience^ teaching, and example, it would he 
invidious and unjust to select individuals 
as peculiarly verifying the remark^ which 
has been verified in various degrees by all. 

But personal gratitude, as well as high 
esteem founded on persorml acquaintance, 
must be my apology for making special re* 
ference to one of this number''; who, being 
amongst the earliest of Mr. Robinson's 
assistants, disc;harged his office with a 
judgment^ knowledge, literary ability and 
$uavity of manners, which are remembered 
by many of the congregation with the most 

y Rev. Thomas Lloyd, Rector of Lewesden flear Tow- 
cester in Northamptonshire. 
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cordial affection, after an interval of many 
years. This gentleman resided in Mr. Ro^ 
binson'B house as an inniate for four years, 
and received a testimony from his host (which 
I have often heard repeated by him with 
much emotion) '* we never had . a word 6v 
even a look of discord/* Father and son, 
brother and brother, could not have been 
more truly ** of one mind in an bouse." 
Mr. Lloyd suffered considerably from ill 
health, during the time of his en^genlent 
at St. Mary's, insomuch that his public 
duties were often interrupted ; but bis oc- 
casional lack of service was amply compen- 
sated by an abounding spirit of humility, 
tenderness, and love^ with which to, and 
sometimes beyond, his power, he laboured 
to serve his friend and his friend's Master. 

It was no inconsiderable benefit to the 
church of Christ at large; that this liberal 
arrangement which afforded Mr. Robinson 
a: curate without charge, gave also the as- 
sistance of this near connection to many 
excellent young men, whose character and 
habits he materially contributed to form on 
the best model. I could produce many living 
witnesses to the attestation, that '* this grace 

n2 
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was not in vain :" there are many ready to^ 
rise up and say, if there be any thing judi- 
cious, orderly, comprehensive in my mi- 
nisterial views and plans, I owe it, under 
God, to my early disci phne in his church 
and parish. Who can calculate the exteiU: 
of this benefit, when it is considered that 
each of these is now a shepherd of Israel, 
leading a flock of his own and building up 
his tens, his hundreds, or his thousands, to 
be " a spiritual house, an holy priesthood^ 
offering spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to 
God by Jesus Christ/' 

Specious objections have been raised, and 
more recent institutions have rejected this 
division of ranks in the ministerial office, 
but argument and experience will bear us 
out in maintaining that the order of cu- 
rates is a salutary appointment in our 
church.^ How desirable is it that a young 
minister should spend a year or two under 
the direction and superintendance of a ju- 
dicious senior ! that he serve before he rule ! 
Thus he commences his course as a com- 
mander, with the experience of a veteran. 
— Let those who are blessed with such sta- 
tions rejoice in them ! Do not account your 
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inferiority a burthen- " Before honour is 
humility/' You are preparing for com-' 
mand. The truth is, we have to lament a 
strange deficiency of such subordinates. The 
]ate legislative enactments, we may hope, 
will eventually do much : but we must pray 
more to the ' Lord of the harvest/ May 
he give us the desire which such prdyer 
impUeSy and fulfil it to us in diie time I 

This arrangemientv in Mr. Robinson's case, 
had the ful*ther advantage of enabling him 
to yield assistance occasionally to others, 
and regularly to take upon himself ian adr 
ditional service in his own dbturch :0n the 
Lord's day. Emboldened by the: prospect 
of constant help, and refreshed by the 
effectual relief which he had now for some 
time experienced froth a division of labour 
with his curate, after much serious thought 
and with full conviction of its expediency, 
he commenced his Sunday Evening Leci- 
ture in the summer of 1787. It was largely 
attended from the first; and possibly, if his 
good were to be estimated by one part 
of his labours singly, we should find this 
the most widely and most deeply effica- 
cious of his various exercises. I am not 
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fond of this kind of estimate : I think a mi^ 
nister's labours must be weighed collec- 
tively. It is not possible to separate one 
source of his efficiency from another; ai^ 
mjnutely to ascertain bow much is du^ 
to each. But in this ordinance, it may be 
remarked, his hearers were more numerous 
and more various, and were of a class, si- 
tuation and character more suited to receive 
religious impressions ; whilst hii^ manner of 
address^ possiUy, was more calculated to 
£darm, impress and give the first turn to the 
perishing soul. However this be, he enjc^ed 
the service much himself; it was usually 
one of his most favoured seasons : and there 
appeared to.be an increatsing liveliness ahd 
energy in his own speakings and in the 
hearings of his peojAe on those occasions^ 
which. continued till his death. 

It must also be noted, that much of that 
^neral savour of religious knowledge, which 
Mr. Robinson was the instrument of A\i- 
fusing throughout his populous town, was 
communicated through the medium of this 
service* Many heard occasionally, who did 
-not hear constantly; many heard benefi- 
cially, who did not hear savingly : the air 
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was puiriiied ; the soil was fertilized^, th^ 
mordX fraiBe was strengthened; the tone of 
the general system was heightened, though 
iew coinparatively might receive " perfeot 
soundness" from his doctrine. " The day/' 
ofily, *' shall declare his w<Mrk, of what sort," 
and what in quai^ity *^ it was/' 

From the period at whidoi hb .Sundby 
evening service commenced, Mr. Aofadnsoa^ 
stated doty became la Iteirmon eyeiy Simday 
morning and evening; prayers' in ttie! aftei^ 
noon, his curate preachiilg; and a ^nrioe 
pvery : Sunday morniiig or afternoon, (he 
con&ied it to the morning, beginmng punic^- 
tually at nine o'clock, for the last ten years) 
alternately with his curate at the Infirmary. 
To these, when he received the appointment 
of dbaplain to the town gaol, he added the 
monthly service there. This full employ- 
ment on the Sunday, in conjunction with 
his Tuesday evening lecture, attendance on 
the sick, and attendance on the various 
committees of the public charities which he 
diigently superintended, made as large a 
demand upooot his time and strength as he 
was able oonveniently to answer. Some- 
times he undertook the morning prayers as 
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well as sermon, and set his curate at liberty 
to assist a friend : but, as his communion 
was large, amounting usually to about 250 
persons, he always declined this additional 
service on the sacrament Sunday. Occa- 
sicHaally he preached a week-day lecture 
for some of hLs numerous brethren; and 
usually, during the summer, made an ex- 
cursion to one or two favourite haunts in 
the country, in which he refreshed some of 
liis pMest hearers with his venerated voice 
and with his solid instruction. 

Occasionally he yielded to solicitations, 
and preached, chiefly for the benefit of 
charitable institutions, in some of the neigh- 
bouring larger towns, in Yorkshire and in 
London. Birmingham was a place which 
he visited on this plan, more than once. 
In the years 1810, 1812, his affectionate 
regard for Mr. Cecil induced him to under- 
take the supply of St. John's chapel for 
some Sundays in succession. He always 
assigned the date of his first marked decline 
in vigour to the exertion of preaching his 
Church Missionary Sermon in the year 1 808 : 
he had preached a Visitation sermon at Lei- 
cester just before, which was published by 
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the request of the clergy. In his absences 
from home lie seldom declined preaching 
when seriously invited, till his visit to Wey- 
mouth in 1811; when he studiously kept 
silence, on account of his health. 

But in general he was a stayer at home, 
loved his own pulpit better than any other, 
and never forsook it without a strong call 
and cause. He considered that much de- 
pended not cMily on the solidity, but on the 
continuity of the instruction given ; which 
for the most part requires an identity of 
person in the instructor. ' They had Mi> last 
week; that^ the week before; and should 
have thiSf to-day.' He would avail himself 
of another's testimony now and then, if he 
had the opportunity ; and, where there was 
a fair opening, if his place could be desirably 
supplied at home, he would now and then 
go to bear his testimony elsewhere ; but in 
general, his motto was, " each shepherd to 
his own flock." He kept a minute of the 
sermons preached in his church : and, upon 
a friend once delicately hinting to him, afler 
an occasional absence, that possibly he was 
more frequently out of his place than was 
quite desirable, it appeared from a reference 
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to his minute-book, that he had preached 
140 times in his own pu]pit» within the 
space of that very twelve months which had 
given occasion ^o the su^estion. His last 
excursions for preaching were to his friend 
and ' beloved son in the faith/ who had for- 
merly been his curate, the Rev. Mr. Cocker 
of Bunney> at his annual charity ngieeting ; 
to the New Church at Nottingham, (be had 
preached with much impression some twenty 
yesjfs before in that town, when . his name 
and doctrine were rather less acceptable 
tiian in this latter visit;) for the support of 
tbe Church Sunday schools ; and to hii^ af* 
fectionate brother, the rector of Lutterworth, 
(who is not ashamed of the testimony of 
our Lord, nor of him, his mimsier^,) for a 
similar object, where he did not forget diat 
WicklifF had once stood in the same pulpit* 
Mr. Robinson, as I have already taken 
occasion to remark, had an up*hiU course to 
run for some years : but by a slow, yet not 
less sure advance he at length came near 
the summit. His doctrine was better un* 

 See sermon preached for St. Mary's charity school 
in the year 1813, by Hon. and very Rev, the Dean of 
Wells. 
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dei^ood; (his life as well as his more (k^ 
quent sermons had assisted to explain it;) 
his activity, benevolence and good sense; 
his '' blamelessness and harmlessness'' united 
with commanding talents as a preacher^ 
won gradually upon the public attention 
and upon the public fevour, and he might 
be justly called ' a popular man/ The 
time haid been, when it was enough to keep 
the richer and higher gentry of the county 
away from a charity sermon, to have it 
known that he was to be the preacher*: 
and, when it would have been enough to 
put down any projected public measure, 
that he thought well of it and patronized it. 
But, after about twenty-five years of •' pa- 
tient continuance in well-doing/' there wa« 
a change in the public mind towards him. 
The poor he had always with him ; th^e 
W9s no need of change in their sentiments : 
the rich of town and county were not, as 
formerly, dismayed by his name or by the 
sound of his voice ; the clergy no longer 
started or shrank at his approach, but b^an 
to seek his acquaintance; no public mea* 

* The anniversary sermon for the Infirmary is preached 
by the chaplain, in defect of another governor. 



188 SOME ACCOUNT 

sure, ia which morality or religion or even 
general politics were implicated, was set on 
foot without his advice and sanction. He 
might be said to have attained the zenith of 
bis popularity about the year 1790, and to 
have preserved his ascendancy without in* 
terruption for the next ten years. About 
the year 1800 his reputation began to re* 
ceive a slight wound, irom which it after- 
wards recovered; recovered, I venture to 
say, perfectly; though sensibly impaired ibr 
some six or seven years : of this wound I 
feel it due to his memory that I should 
give some account. 

About the time of high tide in Mr. Robin* 
son's success as a minister, the late William 
Huntingtoh's doctrines and writings became 
known to some of his people. One of Mr. 
Robinson's stated hearers had made a visit 
to Grantham, and had drawn it from the 
capacious cistern which overflows there. It 
is of the essential nature of this doctrine, 
(perhaps the same may be said, in a degree, 
of all religious truth;) that it cannot rest in 
the bosom of the recipient: it kindles a fire 
there, which must light up the neighbours. 
^ The new opinions therefore spread rapidly 
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and widely in the congregation : Mr. Ro- 
binson did not preach the Gospel, he was 
one of the '' blind leading the blind." The 
effect in a few weeks was such, that the 
whole foundation of his spiritual edifice 
tseemed shaken at its centre: and l^e has 
often told me, that "when he got up into his 
pulpit, he did not know where to look with 
confidence for a friend, amongst all his 
hearers." He had, all the while, many firm 
and stedfast friends; but the unsettling was 
so great and so wide, that he did not know 
who might be leaving his seat, the next. 

I do not profess to have a perfect know- 
ledge and understandingofthesystem, which 
thus, suddenly infected my beloved friend's 
household and robbed him for a season of 
much ministerial comfort. Avowedly I have 
not waded through the whole twenty vo- 
lumes which reveal its mysteries at large: 
but, fi*om the little that I have read and the 
much that I have inquired, I am induced to 
consider it as a system which caricatures 
and outrages the gospel; it is gospel, but 
gospel *run madJ The doctrinal priaciples; 
when sifted to the bottom and reduced to 
their primary elements, are sound and script 
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tural.: ** God is a Sovereign ; hs CDvenaiit 
standeth sure; He is the First and the Last 
in the work of salvatioo." But there is 
much of arrogance, sophistry, delusion, and 
danger in the language in which these ra- 
dical principles are dexterously wrapped up 
and intermixed with others of a more ques* 
tionable character ; in the deductions drawn 
from, and the applications made of them. 
Though God be sovereign, and his mercy 
flow purely and solely in the channel of the 
covenant ; is it meant, that He would not 
have men to ask, seek, and knock at mer- 
cy's gate? Though man in his state of 
nature be as the dead carcase; may we 
not say to the paralytic, *' stretch forth 
thine hand ;" to the sleeping and the dead, 
^' awake thou that sleepest and arise from 
the dead? Young man, 1 say unto thee, 
arise ?" Though ** without me ye can do 
nothing;" though " it be God that work^ 
e(h in us both to will and to do of his good 
pleasure;" is there no meaning in the com-^ 
mand, •^ work out your own salvation with 
iear and trembling;"' '^ give diligence to make 
your calling and election sure ;" '^ strive to 
enterin at the strait gate;" '^labour for that 
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meat which endureth unto everlasting li4 V It 
is plain, that, if we are not to demand vigorous 
exertion, both on the part of those \vho have 
the grace of God, and of thoSe who have it 
not yet, great violence must be done to the 
sacred volume, much of it must be contra- 
dicted or evaded, or in eflfefct expunged* 
This I apprehend is the cardinal point in 
debate : whether God's sovereignty, and 
man's natural inefficiency and supernatural 
sufficiency be of such a nature, as to render 
exhortations and excitations of all kinds 
useless and unnecessary. Which of the 
two most obediently follows his Bible; 
the man who takes the whole text of scrip- 
ture, and finds in every part of it an honest, 
plain meaning and a sober use ; or the man 
who puts a construction on many passageis 
which is obviously alien from their natural 
import, and who, to say the least of ik, has 
no use for many of its most forcible direc- 
tions? " God is all in all;" but man is not 
wood and stone : '* the Son quickeneth whom 
he will;'' but the bones are to be prophesied 
to : " where the Spirit of God is, there is 
liberty ;" but the gift which is in us must be 
stirred up. 
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Other points in dispute, which make more 
noise, are, in my view, strife of words. 
Whether is easier to say, that the law of the 
Ten Commandments is our rule of life; or 
ta say, that the spirit of life in the heart, 
(which breathes substantially the same 
precepts) is our rule? The Ten Com- 
mandments; the two; the whole Scrip- 
ture ; the New Testament ; the Spirit with- 
in; all, when rightly interpreted, teach 
the same thing. Though I grant there is 
a consistency in stating the whole mosaic 
covenant as dissolved, and in representing 
" the law put into our minds and written in 
our members,*' (ratified and settled and set 
forth as it is, by the whole volume of Reve- 
lation, and especially by the New Testament 
Scriptures;) as the believer's rule of life : yet 
in substance I maintain there is no differ- 
ence. Again, with respect to the sanction 
of this rule, whether is easier to say, the 
believer in Christ Jesus is no longer liable 
to the penalty of everlasting death for his 
deviations from the pure will of God, but 
bears all his rod and stripes in the present 
life ; or to say, though in many things he 
offend, and thereby incur the penalty of 
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^verla^ing dpath, tb^t penalty through re- 
pentance ^(yl sprinkling of the :bl6od <k 
Jesus Christ is ag^n ^nd a^in and again 
remitted! : « . 

I am far from meaning to deny» th^t there 
isf ihudi of exttavagance^ irrevepenoe : find 
incidental mischief, in the bfald and ungitaid* 
ed statements which are made* by Mr. 
Huntington and his followers oq t|he subject 
of Christian privilege; especially, Iwouldl^y 
no means hold excused the horrible levity 
and indifference with which sins of the grosfi^ 
est kind are represented as veni^ and as 
pardoned. God forbid that sin ip its priur 
ciple, or even in its lightest exercises, much 
less in its most glaring abominations, should 
ever be spoken of in langus^ which does 
pot convey the thought of strong abhorrence! 
J3ut I maintain, tfa^^t when the sentiments of 
opponents are fully weighed and narrowly 
searched, there is not that essential differ- 
ence between them, which the form and 
]/inguage of their statements might seem to 

imply. 

. Mr. Robinson tqck his firm stand against 
the n^w opinions and their abettors, as $Don 
as ]they made their appearance in his flock. 

o 
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He broke his ground as near to them as he 
thought he could, not denying the free grace 
of the Gospel because his adversaries held 
it more broadly, but stating as clearly as he 
rould) how far he went and where he sepa- 
rated ; aimed his hardest blows at the bad 
spirit with which they spake ; (•' We are 
the men'* — " Ye know nothing at all — •') 
inculcated his own ancient and authorized 
views in opposition to the mystical fancies 
and self-confident dogmas of the innova- 
tors; and in a tone which perhaps would 
have borne a little more of conciliation, 
gave them leave to depart. 

The effect was a departure from his con- 
gregation to th^ amount of about twenty 
heads of families ; on many of whom he had 
placed his best hopes, . and whose loss, for 
his own sake as well as for their's and re- 
ligion's sake, he sincerely deplored. ** The 
beginning of strife is as when one letteth out 
water." Many of these revolters, I doubt 
not, soon regretted the step they had taken. 
Did they find a purer communion, or more 
edifying ordinances? They had wounded 
their benefactor's heart, and for what? Some, 
I know, would have been glad to return : but 
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It is not so easy to return, as to wandei^. It 
is more easy to make a second and a third 
separation, than to heal the first breach. 
This therefore was the remedy which tire 
dissatisfied had recourse to : one small hive 
after another was formed out of the original 
swarm — who agreed in nothing so much as 
in dislike of their original dwelling — and 
few, if any, returned to Mr, Robinson's con- 
gregation. 

I think he was afterwards disposed to ad- 
mit, that he had erred in saying so much 
upon the subject: he thought he should 
have done better in pursuing his course 
quietly, without giving consequence to the 
malcontents, by arguing and expostulating 
with them. His statements might possibly 
have been brought a little nearer to coin- 
cidence with those he condemned without at 
all injuring their substance and vigour ; and 
possibly more of gentleness in his aspect and 
manner, with less appearance of feeling a 
personal injury, might have done some- 
thing towards staying the plague. At all 
events, he would have acted more wisely 
in saying less. But it is easy to give advice 
when the battle is over. He felt the strife 

o2 
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to be important; he foogfat acocmlii^ to 
the best of his jadgment; and I doubt not, 
he did substantial good l^ his argumenta- 
tion, though he feiled as to his immediate 
purpose of convincing and holding them to 
his ministry. 

It is said the opinions which he combated 
gain ground, and that some of his &ithful 
adherents have received them since hisdeatib. 
Let not this be construed into an assurance 
of their soundness. Boldness of statement ; 
an intrepid disregard of consequences ; con- 
tempt and neglect of opposing arguments 
and of opponents ; personality and self^c<m- 
sequence will raise followers and stir up ac- 
clamations, so long a^ man is what be is. 
But truth must stand upon its own evidence, 
and more generally requires stiUness that 
it may be discerned, and length of lime 
that it may be accepted. I beg to be un- 
derstood as speaking, purely of the senti- 
ments under observation ; without the {light- 
est disrespect to the persons who maintain 
them ; many of whom I know and believe 
to be most exemplary in their conduct. 

The efifect of this separation, was not eon- 
fined to the seceders, but tended to impair 
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for a time, the general acceptance and esti- 
mation, with which Mr. Robinson had been^ 
regarded. 

In the year 1797, Mr. Robinson married, 
for his second wife, Mrs. Gerard, widow of 
the late Rev. Dr. Gerard, who had for- 
merly been Warden of Wadham College, 
Oxford, and having vacated that situation 
by his marriage, had become resident upon 
the valuable living of Monk's Risborough 
in Jl^ckinghamshire, which he obtained 
through the appointment of the Archbishop 
of Canterbury^ on the resignation of his. 
father. Mrs. Gerard was a lady of emi- 
nent natural talents, of cultivated under- 
standing and of refined habits; who 1^ 
been accustomed to polished circles of so^ 
cicity, had known much domestic affliction^ 
and, at the period of Mr. Robinson's first 
acquaintance with her, was in search of hap- 
piness from the exercise of true religion. 
She had been deeply impressed by a ser- 
n)on which she happened to hear from him 
during one of his absences from home ; as 
he on his part had been, by the dxfid at- 
tention with which she appeared to hear 
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it. This led to an introduction, to a cor- 
respondence on religious subjects, to future 
conversations and unreserved communica- 
tion of sentiments, and at length, after an 
interval of some months and some consider- 
able demur on the lady's part, to an engage- 
ment in marriage. 

They were married at St. James's church, 
Bristol, by the Rev. Mr. Biddulph, in the 
presence of the Rev. Mr. Tandy, v^ho acted 
as father. Mr. Robinson had at that time 
five children living, by his former wife, and 
Mrs. Robinson an only daughter. 

Mr. Robinson has been condemned for 
forming this connection, and for some habits 
and transactions which were supposed to 
have resulted from it. I should gladly for- 
bear from touching on this part of his his- 
tory, which I feel to involve considerations 
of peculiar delicacy, and which I fear cannot 
be so touched as altogether to avoid inflict- 
ing a wound where it should be, and is, my 
earnest wish to apply only balms of con- 
solation. But the task which I have un- 
dertaken seems to preclude me from the 
possibility of keeping silence ; and if I am 
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to speak at all, I must speak with pre- 
cision as well as tenderness. I hold in much 
abhorrence the vicious, ungenerous taste of 
the present day, which disturbs the sacred 
secrecy of domestic life, and seems to delight 
in rudely and unnecessarily tearing the veil 
fi*om the fire-side and the closet. But if a 
man will be a public, character; " a bum« 
ing and a shining light;" he must submit 
to be looked at, where he would least 
choose to be inspected; and even those 
about him, and those connected with him, 
must be mingled in his blaze. When I 
hear it said, " Say what you will, I 
can never think well of the man who 
turned his daughter out of doors. How 
should he be useful, who shuts his doors 
against his parishioners and his friends?" 
it becomes necessary, not to the main- 
tenance of individual reputation only, but 
to the honour of the christian character to 
inquire. Is there ground for these insinuar 
tions ? Was there a blot here ? 

Whatever error there might be in the 

formation oi this connection, clearly Mrs. 

Robinson hiad no part in it. Her cast of 
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mind, her habits, her style cf acquftii 
had' been' Ioi% formed ; it Was for htm wbb 
ttiade the proposal to juidge how far those 
dispositbdifc and habits were likely to ao* 
ddmmbddte themselves to the situation into 
which it ?iras proposed to transplant them: 
and it was for the lady to say on what terms 
af ar^aiagement she would join his femily; 
And for him to consider how far, under all 
the Circumstances of the case, it became him 
<SD accede to those terms. None but the 
paity concerned, or he to whom that party 
jev.ea£$ his whole: mind and all the diffel*eiit 
doniiiderabions on wbick his decision is 
fiotmed, can be ti competent judge of the 
propriety or impropriety of any proposed 
trani§acti<!)n% It is here that I think the world 
of mankind,, religious and . irreligious, is so 
strongly to be ^condemned. We judge our 
neighbour every day, opcm points of con^ 
duct, against which there is no law, with* 
out having siich testimony hefore us^ ai^ is 
absolutely indispensfahle to ^ sound and 
rightful verdict. Who knows what had 
been the precise state of Mr. Robinson's 
purse, of Mr. Robinson's ^tmily, of Mr* 
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BdbirKon'^ dtstorit and bear '■ dofinections; 
€ff Mri 'Roibinscm^'s niiAd and feelings, and 
<rf niany other minute but strongly in- 
fhltncing subjects of inquiry, before he wq,4 
called t6 rfe^olve what he should do, and 
what' he should refuse ? You will not unJ 
dbrtak^ to say, of ati action not in itsetf 
CFitniiial; but generally iinadvisable, thai? 
it is absolutely indefensible. I happen t<> 
ktiow^ %Vithdut having the least design of 
Feflectitlg upon any individual or numbeH 
df persons; that there Were peculiarities itr 

* 

Mr. Robinson's condition, which rendered 
the proposed connection highly expedient 
ferhim ;; though I freely admit there were* 
sbttib very ^questionable sacrifices to be made 
by bitn ; sacrifices of which t repeat j if they- 
were blairheable, he must bear the undivided 
blertie hiniself. Possibly, had he seeri the 
whole matter as it afterwards was practically 
egdhilMte(i to him, 6t had he carefully weighed 
Ate whole, as he might justly have antici-- 
^ated' that he should be made to see and* 
feel it ; he wotfM have hesitated, he would* 
have declined the connection. There was 
another party in the transaction, who could 
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not and did not know, what he knew and 
might have considered, which would have 
done the same. It was an error in Mr. Ro- 
binson's mind that he sometimes took a ge* 
neral view of his subject instead of a minute 
one ; and hid objections from himself which 
seemed almost to stare him in the face« with 
an ' all will be well/ Was not this principle 
at work here ? 

His house became less accessible to his. 
parishioners and to his friends, than it had 
been before. But perhaps formerly he had 
erred on the opposite side. A clergyman 
should, doubtless, be accessible at all times 
to his people who really want his presence 
and bis counsel. But I do not know that 
it is necessary his house should always be 
open to visitors, or that some little dis- 
tance may not advantageously be pre- 
served between those whom he ccxiskkra 
as fully his equals in the scale of society 
and himself^ without giving just cause to 
suspect him of pride. Of this, however, I 
am fully persuaded, that the system which 
Mr. Robinson pursued after his marriage> 
was the result of much serious reflection ; 
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and that if he was a little too reserved and 
distant in the approach which he allowed to 
his person and to his house ; he was guided 
/in this and in every other particular, by a 
sense of duty; of duty on a broad scale, 
which included his wife amongst its ob- 
jects as well as his people. Of this too I am 
well persuaded that his duties as a parish 
priest were not less punctually or effica- 
ciously performed than they had been pre- 
viously; and that he was in all respects, 
both within and without, the same man. 
though he might wear something of a dif- 
ferent aspect to a superficial observer. Did 
he preach less often, or less vigorously, or 
less spiritually? Did he neglect the sick? 
Was he less beneficent ? Was he less con- 
siderate of the poorr Did he withhold 
his attention, his affection, his substance 
from his children? It is well known, that 
his own private income was devoted to 
their use, and feithfully expended in pro- 
moting their interests and their comforts, to 
the very last hour of his life ; with a libe- 
rality which the survivors would feel a 
melancholy pleasure in attesting. If the 
foundation be not cast down but strengthen- 
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ed ; if the walls and roof remain soand ; we 
need not stay to ascertain with mathema- 
tical exactness some little alterations which 
the owner has seen fit to make in the shape 
or dimensions of his door and windows I 
. Having intimated a douht whether he 
exercised his full judgment and his usual dis- 
cretion in the original formation of this con- 
nection; and having, by implication, seemed 
to cast a slight sb^de of ceQsure on that part 
of the transaction^ on which, if any, blame 
rests; I feel it mpst due to my belwed 
friend's memory, to my own feelings, and 
to the .feelings of those whom I sincerely 
love, to add that I never heard one syl- 
lable or sound of rpgret escape his lips; 
that he many times in my presence so- 
lemnly expressed hb sense of thankfulness 
to God for that dispensation of his provi- 
dence which gave him $o tendier and so- 
feithful a wife; that it was obvious, his 
health and strength, his usefulness and his; 
comfort were greatly protracted and ex-, 
tended by the various arrangements with 
respect to mode and habits of life to which 
his second marriage gave occasion; and that 
however he might be adventorous awd expose 
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liimself to prei^nt diflSculty and inconve- 
nience by too readily applying that consola- 
tory principle in prospect, it ciertaitiljr was 
one of those ** all things which work together 
for good," (for good temporal aiid for good 
eternal) " to them that love God; to them 
who are the called according to his pur- 
pose/' 

In the year 1797, Mr. T; Ludlam's enmity, 
which had now been working secretly and 
privately for some years, broke out at length 
into a flame, in the form of four metaphy- 
sical CwSsays, which were afterwards followed 
by six more. There cannot be a stronger 
instance of the instability of human attach- 
ments than that which was exhibited in the 
case of Mr. Ludlam. He had appeared 
almost to idolize Mr. Robinson in the earlier 
years of his ministry; had deserted his own 
public services that he might haVe the ad- 
vantage of hearing him; had holden himself 
ready at his call to render him every perso- 
nal and ministerial assistance in his power ; 
had delighted in his society, arid hiad spent 
many hours (sometimes protracting his 
SrisittiH midnight) io tears, whilst he was 



206 SOME ACCOUNT • 

unfolding his own personal experience to 
Mr. Robinson, and receiving practical direc- 
tions from him to improve it But oq a 
sudden, (I speak rather of the manifestation 
than of the internal progress of the malady) 
he conceived a disgust ; a few words spoken 
only half seriously provoked his indignation^ 
and, as it was not possible that they could con- 
sistently with truth be retracted, they proved 
the foundation of. perpetual bickering, irri- 
tation, and sneer. It is not conceivable, that 
these were the prime origin of the enmity 
which now rose to its height ; they served 
however as the spark to a train, which had-for 
some time been laid. The secret cause of ex- 
asperation I suspect to have been pride of in- 
tellect ; which was wounded by the fact that 
he was not much accounted of, and had not 
been courted and flattered, as a man whose 
opinion and favour were highly valued, by 
Mr. Robinson or his evangelical friends. 
Mr. Ludlam was a man of considerable 
acuteness and erudition, and possibly de- 
served rather more of respectful attention 
than he received from them. But are we 
not taught to '' call no man master i^oQ 
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earth ;" and would not our best friend act 
.wisely, if he saw vanity to be our predo- 
xnioant failing, in avoiding to load us with 
notice? Other causes co-operated in pro- 
ducing the result, which, like this, were 
neither acknowledged by the immediate 
subject of them, nor sufficiently adverted 
to, by thdise with whom he contended. 

The offensive words arose, and were as 
follows. " I am going to Cambridge, sir ! 
Will you lend me your cloak ?" " O yes, 
not my cloak only, but my head if you 
like." /' Your head I I should like some 
things in it very well.'* " Nay take it 
all; take it all; it is as God made it.'" 
** Excuse me, sir ! not as God made, but 
as you jiave corrupted it." Note after note, 
explanation after explanation, followed 
these words. But all in vain. Every thing 
was now wrong and was made the subject 
of cavil in doctrine, precept, and even life: 
though in the midst of all, and after the 
irritability of the author and controver- 
sialist had mixed itself with the displea- 
sure of the man, he allowed to one of 
his most esteemed acquaintance, that Mr. 
Robinson was an '^ excellent parish priest." 
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But still ingenuity must be taxed to fiod 
feult. The gallery was at this time a subject 
of some dissension, though there was strength 
enough to erect, it. This therefore, though 
he had subscribed his money to it, was de- 
monstrated to be an unnecessary, inexpe- 
dient, dangerous erection, proposed for no 
other purpose than to gratify vanity, and 
to rob the sister churches. The preaching 
at St. Mary's was unscriptural ; an undne in- 
fluence was yielded to the minister ; pride, 
assumption, ignorance, credulity must be 
diligently counteracted by the pen aiid by 
the lips. 

At first it had been the purpose of Mr. 
Lcidlam to publish the correspondence by 
note which had passed between himself 
and Mr. Robinson on the various trifling 
topics of dispute, which had arisen from the 
conversation reported above, as the first 
stumbling stone. But, upon Mr« Robinson 
strongly protesting and remonstratingi^inst 
this expedient, (the notes had been written 
on his part in all the confidence of unre^ 
served friendship;) Mr. Ludlam changed his 
plan and resolved to give body, weight, and 
substance to his objections by detailing the 
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prineiples from which they flowed, and de- 
ducing a demonstration of some ofMr, Robin- 
son's principal errors from the establishment 
of hi§ own j uster principles. Want of clear- 
ness in ideas, and of precision in the use of 
terms; mistakennotionsasto the nature ofthe 
spirit's influences, whereby they are said to 
operate on the understanding as well as on 
the will and affections ; a resting too much 
on the ground of personal experience as to 
the power of revealed t^uth ; and a con- 
sequent tendency to enthusiasm and fana- 
ticism, are the chief charges brought against 
Mr. Robinson's preachings and writings : and 
in aiming to establish those charges the 
author spares not his heavy artillery of 
metaphysical profundity' and undeviating ac- 
curacy, nor yet forbears to use his lighter and 
more penetrating weapons of sneer and in- 
sinuation. The attack is not made upon Mr. 
Robinson all alone ; but upon Mr. Robin- 
son in conjunction with his then surviving 
friends, Joseph Milner, Henry Venn, John 
Newton, Thomas Scott, &c. 

I remember that a learned friend of mine, 
who now fills an important station in one 
of our Universities, and had an high esteem 



$W SOBfE ACOOUMT 

for Mr. Robins€^y remarked to me when 
Mr. Ludl^m's Essays first came out, ^^ he had 
made here and there a hit ;" meaning that 
there was force in some of his objections. 
He did not specify the particuUus to which 
he would apply his remaii^: but I would 
appes^ to the decision of any candid and 
competent judge^ whether the objecticxiis 
made by Mr* Ludlam be such as to impair 
the general validity of Mr. Robinson^s 
statements^ or to oyerturn any single poant 
of doctrine which he maintained. His 
answef would be in the negatiYo. I would 
. .dvance a ,tep further, and inquire;,, Is 
there even an expression of Mr. Robin- 
son's, which, however you might possibly 
wish it changed and imagine you can 
substitute one more exsiet, is absohitoly 
untenablie^ and must in aU reaaon b« relin-^ 
quished ? I venture to say, no. We may- 
be allowed to admire clear ideas, and pre«> 
eiaioftCff enpression: but with all the care 
ofithe snost ^rupuloua metaphysician it is 
not possible to speaJk or even' tpi write 
on (heplogica) sul^ects, without introdudng 
terms; .wbMh* shall be Jiable to a perverted 
interpyQl9tit>tt.. . All' that can be fairly de-^ 
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tnanded is, ypur terms shall be such ^ are 
generally known and received; the ideas 
which you seek to coftvey by them, such 
as may be comprehended by a plain under- 
standing; and your obvious meaning, yoiut 
t^al meaning. His disputfe with Mr. Ro- 
binson and his friends; as to the influence of 
the Spirit upon the understanding, seetlis 
for the most part to be a question of words 
liilid Aames. Whether theSpirit influences the 
understi^ing by an immediate efficacy, or 
by an eitetacy exerted through the medium 
of a sanctified will and affections, is a dis- 
tinction not of substantial, assuredly not of 
tJtal, importance; by Mr. Ludlam's ad- 
iiysision the agency of the Spirit upon the 
iKiturat faculties of the human soul is ne- 
6diMdry before truth can be effectually re^ 
Reived, In the matter of experience too, 
¥htR <^ argument h divested of its shades 
kiid colours, it will be found that Mr. Ro- 
binson did not substantially contend for 
liajote than Mr. Ludlam would, however re- 
luctatitly and ungraciously, concede. 

How can thte believer of modern times be! 
H Witofess of ^e rfesurrecticm of Christ ! a 

p2 
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competent witness is one who declares a fad 
from his own personal knowledge. But has 
not this believer a work wrought in his soul 
by the spirit of grace, which would not have 
been vouchsafed if Jesus were not risen? 
The existence of this work therefore is with 
sufficient propriety declared to be a testi* 
mony to the fact, from which it ultimately 
derives its origin. 

Mr. Robinson has been censured for not 
publicly answering these Essays; ami it has 
been inferred, as in other cases of contix>. 
versy, that he answered not, because he had 
no answer. The fact is, he yielded to the 
advice of some temperate and judicious 
friends, who thought silence the best answer. 
He acted wisely: his writings/ like his ser- 
monsy were not addressed to metaphysicians 
but to the people ; he was convinced that 
truth bore him out in his statements^ and 
therefore he had no material error to retract ; 
controversy would but embitter his own spi- 
rit, and puzzle, perhaps unsettle his fiiends. 
Indeed, if the account which has been given 
of the origin ^f Mr. Ludlam's publications 
be correct, if it was not truths but victory 
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or rattier detraction which he sought hy his 
argumentation, we should prognosticate 
silence will be the best reJDly to his ob- 
jections ; and we shall find our counsel con- 
firmed when we arrive at the last three 
pages of the first series of Essays, if not 
much sooner. 

"And now if I should affirm, as is very 
properly affirmed**, that * we are all con- 
cerned to promote truth as well as right- 
eousness ;' and that, * with a full persuasion 
* of it% none should be afitiid or ashamed to 
stand up in vindication of it;' that * we 
ought to examine for ourselves^ with gtrict 
impartiality,' and * judge with the most 
serious deliberation*;* ^ not forming our 
judgment fi'om human decisions';* espe- 
cially if we consider * how fi^equently good 
men,, through haste or bigotry^ ^ take um- 
brage at the conduct of others;' * how 

** * Scripture Characters, vol. ii. p. 152, or 184. 
^' • Ibid. p. 207, or 247 ; vol. iii. p. 482, or 565. 
« « IbiA vol. iii. p. 429, or 502. 
« • Ibid. vol. iv. p. 409, or 494. 
<' ' Ibid. vol. iii p. 3 11, or 364. 
'' « Ibid. vol. iv. p. 248^ or 298. 
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prone they are to condemn such as accord 
not exactly with their systems'*;' and ' -bow 
much candour is required to correct oor 
mistakes*;* — I should not woader, never- 
theless^ if what has been said be called 
* boasting of clear perceptions ;' * pretend- 
ing to science'' like most haters of the 
gospel^;' ^ leaning to our own underatattd- 
ing*";' considered as ^ vain speculations 
indicative of an unhumbled and captious 
disposition and a fondness for dispute';' 
and * subtleties not deserving a leply^" 
And the less when I see good Mr. Scott, of 
the Lock, calling ax.l those who di^r froia 
him ' pretended inquirers after tputh;' 
charging them with ' leaning to their own 
understanding, neglecting prayfr, wsuiting 
diligence in the study of the word of God> 
and a believing dependaoce upon ^iptive 

" *• Scripture Characters^ vol. iv. p. 256, or 309. 

*' ' Ibid. vol. ii. p. 137, or 165. 

«' ^ Itid. vol. iii. p. 344, or 403;. and 2j36j or 379. 

*' » Ibid. p. 237> or 279.- 

''- Ibid. 425, or 497. 

'' • Ibid. 487, or 570; vol. iv. p. 7, or 8. 

" • Ibid. vol. iii. p. 350, or 4l0. 
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{MFomises:' reproaching them with backing 
their opinions with the authority of great 
HEinesHH^and yet^ when it suits hi^ purpose^ 
backiog his onvki with those of Bishop Hall, 
J>T» Reynolds% &c. &c. Thus Mr. Vena 
teJte us^ that the doctrine of two justificar 
^ioiis: spriags from pride: what it springs 
torn I know not; this I know, that mmy 
.pious men among the reformers held this 
opinioh^ of whom Mr. Venn can speak 
well when he supposes their notions coin- 
cide with his own. With the like spirit 
Mr. Joseph Milner shews how perfectly his 
modesty aqcords with his discernment' : — 
what reason he has to plume himself upon 
the latter qualifkaticm the reader may see 
by turning to the note at the end of the 
Preliminary Dissertation, p. 10/' 

What profit would there be in sitting 
4own to reason with an acrimonious dLspu** 
tant whoBe argument consists in a series of 
bantering innuendos ? 

These Essays^ however, and the known 
hostility of Mr. Ludlam^ had an influence 

'' » See Scotfs Force of Truth, p. 137, 165. 

^ « Preftce to the Net^^ Duty of Man, p. 1, and 10. 

'' ' See his Remarks on Gibbon, p. 102, 103/'. 
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upon the general estimation of Mr. Robin^ 
son. Those who were glad to have the 
means of saying, '' Aye, but he is proved, to 
be in the wrong ; his doctrine has been 
confuted; be is demonstrated to he no lo- 
gician ; an enthusiast, a fanatic and presmnp^ 
tuous:" found in Mr. Ludlam a. name 
suited to their purpose. There were not a 
few, who made full and free use of thk 
name, endeavouring to give it a dignity and 
authority beyond its real worth, amongst 
the more learned and respectable oif his re- 
vilers* Such unstable dependencies shew 
but too plainly, the zeal and malice of those 
who lean upon them. They would get a bet- 
ter prop if they could, but this shall serve. 
And so it is not to be inquired whether the 
argument be sounds the matter weighty, 
ithe spirit honest and fervent ; or the con- 
trary. We have got a champion, and we 
will rally round him, and all the meta- 
phj'^sics and the learning are on oiir side ! 
A temper and a strain which have not con- 
fined themselves to Mr. Ludlam's partizans, 
but have lived in our fathers* times, and' 
shall be transmitted from ours to our pos- 
terity I 
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But before I conclude my mention of 
Mr. T. Ludlam in this place, I must beg to 
be understood as not pronouncing any de- 
cided judgment upon his spiritual state and 
character in the sight of God ; of which, 
notwithstanding all his errors, I am in- 
<:tined to hope favourably. It is plain, he 
was the a^ressor, the sole aggressor, a foul 
aggressor in his controversy with Mr. Ro- 
binson, if controversy it can be called, 
where there is only one di^utant ; 

'^ Si pugna est, ubi tu pulsas, ego vapulo tantum/' 

In Other altercations too, connected with 
this, he became still fiercer in his wrath, more 
vindictive and more scurrilous. Indeed, his 
general habit of jesting and raillery was so 
profuse and so intemperate*, as to expose 
him to this severe animadversion, from one 
who had lived in close familiarity with him : 
** I tell you, sir, the Confrater would sacri- 
fice bis God, for a joke/' Harsh as this ob- 
servation was, let it be a lesson to those 
who, it may be without any unkind inten- 
tion, are apt to give the reins to a laughing 

* See his reply to Dr* Milner's observations on the 
Messrs. Ludlam, in his account of his brother^ the Rev. 
Joseph Milnen 
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mofcking spirit! His ydbeibeoce too, eveo 
where the object he pursued vtbh goddL 
such as the reproviog and io^ucti^ of his 
poor fellow timers; too oftea seeined to 
denote the absence of pity and tenderness. 
An acute observer who had only seut an hour 
w:itb him one ds^y, as a stranger introduoed 
by a friend) on leaving the house remark- 
jed, ** there is no hve in the man, brother V* 
His vanity, moreover, was. of no mean size, 
which obtruded itself in frequent and of- 
fensive mention of his own talents, attain- 
ments and performances, and which allowed 
him to couple his own name with that of 
Mr. Locke, by way of apologizing for the 
very inadequate reception which his pub- 
lications obtained from the world. 

But it will be difficult to account for 
many excellent qualities which he clearly 
possessed, and especially for that unaffected 
waripth of spirit with which he cultivated 
Mr. Robinson's intimate friendship and so- 
ciety ; assisted him in his labours, preached 
for him, and preached his sermons; de- 
fended him in all companies, and was ready 
to fight, I had almost said to die for him, 
during a space of more than twenty years : 



I 

it wtH be di^ult to recount fpr the simple 
and undivided reliance which be '' with 
strcMQg crying aiid t€aars" uniformly declared 
that he placed upon his Redeemer; and ibr 
the liberality with which he sought to assist 
the poor; without beheving, that the ef' 
fectual grace of God was with him, and that 
he had a measure (we need not determine 
how much) of the true love of the Saviour 
dwelling in his heart, amidst much of un- 
subdued pride^ anger, vanity and censori-^ 
ousness. . 

I am inclined to hope, tha^ a good deal of 
what was evidently so exceptionable in him 
might be attributed to no^anj^r and expres* 
sion rather tha^ to spirit and feeling ; and' 
I cannot doubt that there was an eccentri- 
city in the natural constitution of his mindi 
which shewed itself in an excessive degree 
of irritability throughout his whole life, ^nd 
increased with his increasing years and 
bodily iofinf^ities* His feverish inindj^ s^E^ted 
upon by circumstances which were pecu-* 
liarly calculated to stim,ulate his peculiar 
corruptions, was at length overthrc^vn; and 
be went over into decided hostility towardf 
tibo£i^ whoi;^ be had extravagancy loved^ 
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Neglected, as he thought, by one party and 
caressed by another, he was tempted, partly 
by indignation and partly by self^lation, to 
shew to each what he could do ; and though 
he was not unconscious that his weapons 
were fiercely brandished^ yet he determined, 
as he said, to write as he could do best, 
without regard to profession, character or 
consequences. 

I have been assured that the last year or 
two of his life was peaceful, and that his 
irritation on religious subjects had almost 
wholly subsided, before he died, 1 would 
gladly hope it was so ; and that his earnest, 
unmixed dependence upon the merits and 
death of Jesus Christ, which to his la^ 
moments he continued vehemently to ex- 
press, steered him safely " into the haven 
where he would be/' But I confess I could 
have been glad that he had availed himself 
of some expedient sufficiently public to de- 
clare a real concern for many of his expres- 
sions and for his apparent dispositions, if 
not for some of his sentiments : and I could 
have been glad, if on both sides there had 
been manifested something more of a wiU 
lingness to bend, and to *' take wrong/' 
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Contrition was due from Mr, Ludlatn for 
iojuries which he had done to individuals^ 
and, if not to truth itself yet to the cause 
of trjuth. Such contrition, (except there 
be some grand peculiarity in the case) to 
be genuine, must be expressed and avowed 
as well as felt. I never heard of any 
such avowal made by Mr« Ludlam. The 
same peculiarity of circumstances may 
also serve to extenuate the other defect. 
Otherwise, I think we shouM rather have 
expected from the calm dignity *^of Mr. Ro- 
binson's mind, that he should have used 
means which mig^t compel bis offending 
brother to be reconciled to him. How 
pleasing would it have been to relate, that 
hand once more joined hand, and tongue 
met tongue with assurances of forgiveness 
and auction, before they left this world ! 
Mr. Robinson was frequent in his inquiries 
at Mr. Ludlam's door, and continued to 
maintain a friendly intercourse with Mrs. 
Ludlam, after the division had formally 
taken place. Nor did he fail to assure her, 
thstt he should be always willing to obey 
the first word of summons by which Mr. 
Ludlam might intimate an inclination to 
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see him. But perhaps he tnight have gone 
a step farther, and insisted upon their cause 
of difference being forgotten. He forbore 
and fof^ave, could he not also have deter^ 
mined to be silent ? We hate the comfort 
however of remembering, that there were 
singular circumstances in the case, whilst 
we must be allowed to regret that each has 
gone to his " long home" without ft c(Mtlial 
adieu from the other. 

Let us make haste to compose our di^^ 
enees, and be sure that we are sincerely re* 
conciled to those with whom we have been 
at enmity, lest the hand of death be itiCA^ 
pable of receiving our pressure, and lest 
the quietness of our own dissolution be in^ 
temipted by the reJBlection that those have 
gone before us, of whom it is doubtfnl whe^ 
ther they were at peace with us. Let those 
who were keenly sensible to Mr. Robinsoh^s 
wrongs, which were indeed many, deep, 
and wide, remember that there was a time, 
when Mr. Ludlam served him with warmth, 
and served him efficaciously: and wher^ 
there is undeniably much to esteem, let ui 
forget the vehemence and the acrimony, 
and hope that they are now converted i nte 
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gei!itleness and love. But, above ally let 
tfae intellectual pugilist hear a voice from 
btsigrave^ What 8haU all your logical di»* 
tinctions, be they itever so correct and re- 
fined ; what shall all your viotoriotis eneera 
avail you, be their provocation never so jui^ 
and so h vely ; whetn you come to your death 
bed ? Then at least you will find^ that the 
troth i& written in broad characters^ and 
that the line of separation is drawn not by 
the greater or less degree o[ acuteness with 
whidi you may have distinguished minute 
differences, but by the spirit with which you 
liave embraced and obeyed funckmeirtialy 
acknowledged principles. You believe that 
Jesus Chrsst is the alone and allnsufficient 
Saviour of lo6t mankind^ and that those who 
are saved by him have '* put him on/* and 
are animated by his spirit. Is your spirit 
then his spirit? Did he debate* and rail^ 
and malign his adversaries ? 

In the year 1805, Mr. Robinson produced 
his • Christian System; ' designed to be a po- 
pular body of divinity, but not conveyed, as it 
should seem, in a ve»y popular form. The 
^ Essays' are plain, sound and judicious : the 
matter of them ha4 bteen delivered in Ser-< 
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mons; and^ I think, he would have met the 
public taste and demand more satis&ctorily, 
if be had allowed them to retain their 
original appearance. They were not re- 
ceived with avidity by the public; and I 
am rather inclined to believe, that the au- 
thor was not a little disappointed. Milton is 
said to have estimated his ' Parajdise tie* 
gained' above his * Paradise Lost:" and 
Mr. Robinson thought his second perform- 
ance more weighty than his first I have 
seldom seen him so much hurt as by the 
review: of this work which appeared in the 
Christian Observer, some few months after 
its publication. He considered it as an un- 
iair statement: certainly it was not the 
statement of pne^ who wished to encourage 
and assist the circulation of the work. The 
Reviewer evidently did not relish the dis- 
criminating principles of his system; and 
appears to have carried this dislike (to bor- 
row another illustration from Milton) as 
Johnson did his dislike of Milton's politics, 
into every essay and page of his volumes. 
I have been tempted to think Mr. Robinson 
a little too keen in his sensibilities with re- 
gard to the flight thus put upon his child : 
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but I have sdsd thought the reviewer by no 
means did.him justice^ with reference to the 
dompas^y weightiness and execution of his 
design* He. did not give enough of con- 
sequence and magnitude to the undertaking: 
an enlarged system of divinity was to b^ 
idbcussed in a few pages. 
* . Mr. . Robinson conceived that this un- 
feyourable review nxaterially interrupted the 
sole of his work ; and was wont to say half 
jiestingly of the Christian Observer, that he 
iwas^ OP Jew, ibr he loved his enemies and 
Jiated his friends. 

.. ;T.hese several causes, operating in differ- 
ent .degrees, and with different bodies of 
men,, combined to detract a little from the 
Jofiy general favour and veneration with 
^bic^ Mr« Robinson had for some years 
jM^viou9ly;been regarded. But their com- 
Ji^ined ^ect was short-lived : it was but as a 
thin cl^oud ^hich; for a little moment over- 
-shadowa the. m]^< In the course of a few 
YitfLT9, iA» toiiiigue of obloqny was stifled: 
J^;wa9.s^0i tq be;i(irhathe had been thought 
bsSore^.An^iiW?^ loved the more dearly, as 
|he.maii{ whp had been falsely aspersed. 
ui B/sspoote^l and caressed, he pursued his 

Q 
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lELhcientv vreU-'Considet^ed iltod jttdidnitfs balMts 
trlth stedfastness *tad ^mpoiuK. He wai 
n knkh of gf eat toetfi^eKl md bt&tit iti ^ iift 
teays ; and What h^ did, Wfts ulually ditt 
r^stiltt^f ^evious thxD^ht and aitaiigeittieiit^ 
He rose toon after si!!C ; otaiitled matiy par- 
ticulars of his dresffliag^ arid qoidcly retiiped 
ihfo bis stiiiiy where be pet^lDaed bi& pri- 
TMe dieVotions, and t6ok ati eafly bMidsfert 
betvreeh seven and eight o'clock. He Gio^ 
Itinued in bis retirenretit till the boor df 
family bi^eakfast, after which be «itilted witii 
bis houshold in domestic worship. Thd; 
^rly jiart of the day was Wbat fee iftost 
Vklued^ as aflPordinfg biih the only UMtoieMk 
ttecbuld ensure for tininteh-iirpted neiftectiMiv 
Letteiis ^ impof-tahce ; thciughts for pr^aiieh^ 
ing; pM^^hi^h rei^uii^ed a cnilm jtifdglil9eilt> 
hkd Yhfefr p J*ce bef^e. ff h^ 1«*bed to c«i^. 
V^rse ptivately \tSth a friend trpSfltt te«ered(> 
ib^ rnkttef^, he admitted Mmm hisfmvat^ 
br^kfast; ai)d seemed to alMi at mouwliiid^ 
xk l^t RbiHmes pbedselif^ «ltt>iit tte 
^krt¥i^ss xirhis hbiit. Iii hfe Miiily ^drsj^ 
l^^fiiek^uefntly VaHed his plan, and that \sp&k 
printi^fe. . Iii <^sfofti?aty setH^cw 
ls6 te-^ti^ifltljrv we must dd aH it^e 'cao to 
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keep interest aiivec sameness doyst change 
tiieugh it be sometimes from the better to 
the worse . revives feeling. In the morning 
he fiotnetimes used a commentary^ and was 
partial to Mr. Scott's practical observations : 
ki the evening ke made his own remarki»on 
Scripture; and at both^parts of the day he 
jvas copious and comprehensive in piraver. 
«n>g moeh of ^Z»«>n with h^ Lp. 
plications. > 

Soon after his femiiy worship he com* 
pJieted his .dressing and weaak out; but not 
before he had received many visitors rich 
and poor/ who came to him upon business. 
an morning out-going was devoted to 
cfluBs and ^^isit8 : ' t^ more important and dif- 
^liit icsaaes of the sick he ^tended in the 
fyreMSCfOVL; his parisbiosiers, ^rifends and va- 
mms menolberfi of ihis congi^gation |t was his 
practice to cd^l )»poQ^ with some t^egularity ; 
afid he would :make many short visits of 
tins ifiind, witid his watch in his hand^ 
that he might not CKceed hii^ five or ten 
miatftes. I believe he judged very pru- 
dently in imagining that such visits though 
apparently ^oo'i^ort to do much good^ were 
ntidful 'and necessary. Few comparatively 

q2 
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of his stated hearers could say^ they never 
saw him at their houses. If he was to make 
many such visits they must be short He 
generally contrived to drop some profitaUe 
remark ; asked if they had any thing par* 
ticular to say ; gave them reason to believe 
that he felt a real interest in their welfere^ 
and convinced them that he was ready if at 
any time they might want him for more 
urgent services. He returned home to his 
luncheon between twelve and one o'clock, 
and then, if the weather was favourable, 
took his exercise for an hour or two with 
Mrs. Robinson ; a recreation, which greatly 
promoted his health and vigour, and of 
which he had been too sparing in his earlier 
life. He was to be seen near his own door 
again at a stated moment, when he dined ; 
and no man had an higher relish for plain 
British fare, which he sweetened with tem* 
perance, appetite, thankfulness and prayer. 
Indeed no one ever seemed to enjoy life, 
according to that innocent and sober use of 
it, which is not only its fit but happiest use, 
more than he did. He left it as the ' con- 
viva satur;' having experienced mudi cheer- 
ful gratification from the air, thie sky, the 
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water, the bread, the wine, the society, the 
leisure, the occupation, which God had 
allotted to him. About an hour after din- 
ner he went out again, to make a few more 
visits which required less stretch of mind, 
than those of the morning ; and spent 
the rest of the evening after tea, wher^ he 
had bo engagement with company either 
abroad or at home, in some lighter readiqg, 
letter- writing, aciK)»unts» and coijversatidn 
with his femily. After his l^st devotions, 
and before he we»t to bed, he. had three 
little books to settle : his owfi mpney ac- 
(QQunt, the accQ*mt of his okmity punse, 
and a short cUary — iw which be , noted all 
hd had done in the day. Fornjerly be bad 
kept a minute detail of his thoughts and 
ifeelihgs as well as public transactions; 
and he recommended this habit to young 
people as leading to the most irresistible 
coi¥victiohs of sin and depravity. But in 
the latter part of his life, his object was 
to furnish himself with the means of re- 
men^rii^ how each day had been em- 
|doyed» ^d of assisting his memory with 
r^pect to questions of fact, which might 
afterwards arise. He could in general 
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prove ah aUbi without diffiisultj^ wider any 
fake charge. 

In this account of his dayv the Eepre^ 
sentattionis taken from the last fifteen yeara 
of his life, which was a fair model of the 
whole, though with some, trifling varieties; 
Mr. Robinson being always the same pra-> 
d^nt ceconomist of his tiine^ thoogb in the 
farmer period he dined at one^ made bis 
visits in the afternoon^ and' spent mueh^time 
in his study ; in the kctter^ he changed his 
dinner-hour to three^ made his visits in -the 
morning, and spent more time in bis parioor. 
But he pursued the same great obj^tt hi 
eatch period, and the differewce in the^mati-- 
jtiiir tras suited to his diffefemt age and cifA' 
bumstliftces; : ^ - . . 

Mr. Robinson's mts were confined chiefly 
to tea-parties, though he sometime received 
and visited his friends lit dinner, and more 
If^equently protracted his* entertainment to 
his most social meal of supper; when he 
ui^d often jokingly to ^y, that he im-^ 
posed the - condition of '^ no prayep no 
supper/' His prayer and exposition of 
scripture were amongst the most usefol |ind 
interesting parts of the recreation. It was 



a raw tljiiiftg-t* ^^ hmM^ ^n^ eHtofftpiritsj, 

uisq^y h^ v^ ^hf g^y host ».b4 th^ Hv^ly 

gij#«f,..^bp p»i4 fichjiy fpr hi§ en^^rtftjqmicirt 
vslwjre be w^s T^^iyed, and. g^tye. »ffeft^ 
w»^ Mtpr tl^^q hi^ i repast, whj^e he Yfm 
Ipi^^tjike, iavit^r, ia the plf^s^ntFj? of .:fej§ 
5l9e94Dfie,^ cpnyersation, ip tMsunpiTie^^ 

l^ij^()^s|„^4 in i^t;has be^q s^fti^ly tem^ 

%.t»lffljl; ;wbj(^ bf .p^ijVJb #<Jliiif§<J m"]^\ 

Y&m? ^.jes^fi', Gh«?a^t§f8i sJkil&lJgf, m^ 

he couljl ^ rfgulWe tfejs .fois^y^ifi^mt, 
^ fitter by rt^ry pi mi»afk b^^ ^pld 

l^„ without w.<?mi4iflg. His pftrtipit% |3» 
l^«ti4B tbjp kind. iY#-dmwn forth Iq? ft 

lOJpc^l /epmpemy . ...H§ \f jj?. condmoaly 2)ai4 
t^ ^rtJlH lift of pur cify^f(a(U.. The Mayo* 

a^ C^ppptipn kiftdJy iovit^ the Qei?gy 

t^ (41 Jliheir pubJip festivities? ^ ^om^ qf 
<^ ip<»e! Meet of the«5 parties Mi, Ror 
l^^i^n wds ft (?b«erful partak#r^ H^epi^fi^ 
Iqk ^^afici^qt and iisetju} ioititHt)oq^»n4 &« 
mupy ^ its (Dfimhevs;, an high s^nae ofitbe 

benefits derived Iron) cqrdial good  uadem 
atanding between the Cl^gy and the Mflh 
gtttrates; an^ Ifae remembrance <3i much 
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j^ersooal and miaisterial civility which he 
had experienced ; made hiiri very unwill^ 
Hig to be suspected of slight and inattention 
when his company was required. His mo- 
deration aided the impression of his viva- 
city ; he excited no disgust, he conciliated 
respect and affection. Many heard his next 
sermon with increased patience and with a 
disposition to approve it ; friany would go 
purposely, and out of their usual ccHirse to 
hear what so interesting and insibructive a 
companion would teach his people; * 

Tuesday was his day of attendance at the 
weekly committee of the Infirmary: ThunsK 
day, his catechising day ;* Saturday his day 
of preparation for the sabbath ; . SuiMlay his 
day of greatest enjoym6ttt. Oh Satunky 
morning he was mithful as * the eliHik to the 
hour of nine in his visit to; the- market, 
where he bought his oWn provisions, and 
rathe^ piqued himself upon making good 
bargains; Accident led him at first to an 
occupation for which we might have sup- 
posed him little qualifiedf but there were 
few things which he could not quickly learn 
to do well. He would easily have beea 
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taught to escel as a physician^ an advocate, 
or a chamber-counsellor: but especially, 
as a man of business, a merchant or a 
tradesknan ; so apt at his accounts, so shrewd 
in buying and selling, so wary in giving 
confidence. His visits to the market af- 
forded him an opportunity also of some 
^ greetings' which he liked ; thus contriving 
to know what was going on in the little 
world around him, to get a word with per* 
sons whom he wished to see, and to insert 
a few weekly calls of inquiry on some of 
bis more intimate friends. He found him- 
self again in his study about eleven o'clock 
in the forenoon, and seldom moved &r from 
home aikerwards, only making a short visit 
or two by way of variety to some of his 
sick pensioners between his dinner and tea; 
which he took half an hour earlier on this 
day, that he might make a long evening. 
But though he had a good deal of interrup- 
tion on a Saturday from his office of Surro- 
gate and other calls made upon him, he 
usually found more leisure for writing on 
this <kiy than on any other : much of his 
Christian System was composed in the 
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The; wtiale of a {GOg. evening, . iittWQvefi. 
ke QonsidQrad a^ altog«tbi9r aac)«d lo bis 
preparations far the pulpil. Mueb fmyer^ 
much tlmught, much eiianuriatioa of t»ak^ 
preceded the arrangatacnt of his waiierfab-frn 
qjid he did not r^tii^icomfhirt&bly,loitrwl:if 
be had not hia morning semfnem: fuliy set i» 
order aixl drawn 'out x>|ii:ptiper; and the 
general outline of hisevi^niogsermon fixed^ 
9a "well aa bi& mthje&t £:^ the g^l or ii^ 
firmary determined, and metibodizad. la 
the early part of bis ministry; aft Leicester 
when he wuote his senmc»)$ verbaAim, hd 
was often greatly; distressed through waat 
of time ; not able to begin tiU after midrday^ 
on Saturday, and! obliged to sit up to a 
very late hour, of the night, that he might 
complete it. But when he no longer wrote 
his sermons, he managed to eonolude bis 
preparations usually about nine o'clock, and 
enjoyed' his family worship Tery ^i^ordially, 
into, which he introduced mboh of lively 
interesting allusion to the anticipated sab^ 
bath, and the subjects which were to &i^ 
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gage his ministry. I have seen him in a 
very de}ight&l frame of imnd at this season 
of hope^ whidi reminded me of the sensitive 
and heart-touching Bums in his beautifbt 
" Cotter's Saturday night." 

Those who have seen Mr. Robinson most 
nearly during the several parts of the Sun- 
day» especially of the sacrament Sunday, 
which J, confess has not been my fe- 
\K>ured pcnrtion, assure: me that there was 
somethiklgK. peculiarly, placid, dignified, ai^ 
Ibetianal^.aiid heai?enly-minded in his spirit/ 
which beamed from, his countenance, broke 
forth from his lips, walked in his step, and de- 
9«end^ Hke Aaron's ointment from his head 
t»:the ivery skirte of his clothing on this day 
q£ *ndeJight,";this *' holy of the Lord and 
honourd^le.'' What began in his college 
life, was transmitted with increased energy 
to bis advancing, closing years; and he 
might be truly said to receive an earnest of 
that " rest which remaineth for the people of 
God/' as often as he rested on the Sabbath- 
day, because he *' rested according to the 
commandment/' No doubt much of his 
feeling was such as could only be realized 
in a christian minister, whose day it may in 
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a peculiar sense be said to be, even as it is 
God*s day. But every servant of God 
M^hdther minister or private cbri^an, has 
but to enter truly into the spirit of the oiv 
dinance, and he shall ensure a portion of 
his dignity and of his joy. 

The first Monday of every month was a 
day of active employment in superintending 
some of the public charities. At eleven he 
attended the committee of the Femafaor 
Asylum ; at four in the afternoon, the com- 
niittee of his own parochial day-8ch«K>l and 
Sunday schools; at half past six, the com* 
mittee of the Benevolent Society. Tliese 
institutions were in &ct children of hk own; 
which had not only originated fixnn the 
spirit which he was the instrument of di^^ 
fusing throughout the town and neighbooi^ 
hood, but were suggested and proposed to 
the public by his own mouth and pen. 
The Female Asylum owed its first hint and 
movement^ as I am informed, to a lady of 
much active benevolence, who continues to 
be a diligent promoter of its important ob- 
jects. But the plan was adopted and modi* 
fied by Mr. Robinson, and obtained its 
accomplishment through his influence, ac- 
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tivity and zeal. Its design is to provide a 
place of refuge, education and instruction 
for a number of indigent girls ; orphans, or 
in a state bordering upon orphanship; (the 
more destitute being considered as having 
the stronger claim to admission ;) who may 
be trained in virtuous and useful habits, 
under the care of a prudent superintendanf^ 
to fit them for service. After some changes^ 
an eligible situation was at length procured^ 
which had the particular reconimendatidii 
of submitting the houshold to the near in^ 
spection of Mr. Robinson's discerning eye. 
The number, which commenced with 
twelve, has been increased to sixteen ; its 
prospects of success, with respect to the ac- 
complishment of its object, have seemed to 
vary from time to time, sometimes discourage 
ing its firiends and advocates, and sometimeb 
cheering them : but I am assured they Imv^ 
seldom been more favourable than at the 
|Nresent period; Mr. Robinson was its cor* 
dial well-wisher and fruitful benefactor; 
inspected it publicly and privately; preached 
£oT it; gave religious instruction to the young 
people; extended its patronage, and did 
much towards making its plans effective* 
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He never «6raitted his osirn atteikbiice at 
the comDDiittees, and took pains to prociire 
the attenrdaQce of his fiiebds^ 

Of the various scbocds of diaritable m- 
^tmdJOB in I^eicefiter Mn Robinson ifras the 
ncknbwledged parmt. la the year 1785, 
having previously condnoted some iionibler 
^aiis, he procured the ereotmn of a ittrge 
and cbnmiodious huildibg which ml^ht be 
liable of receivitig morelhaii one hnodnd 
children of a certain age, for (daily teaitdii^ 
4mder a >m^^r and mistress; and afteiw 
wtBLtds added la smaller bnilding as a (dace 
of preparatory instructioti for still youi^r 
children. Tbe expence of these bufldings^ 
^idi amounted to a very ^oonsidbrafale ^oiq, 
«» defmyed in g.«at meas,^ by )k t,v 
luntary loan of ^ certain nunxber of contr>- 
butors, Mr. Robinson being himself one; 
i>ut the favour of the public sooli senafaliM 
the governors to liquidate their debt, and 
gradually increased to such an heig^'dbal: 
their funds enabled them to consider oi-^st- 
inent ^s well as use, and to accomplish 
ievery ofcgect, so far as money could give 
power, which it was in the wature of their 
plan 'to attempt. The annual sermon from 
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'miiidh a Idrge ^tt of tbek revefnue :flo^0(i 
Itaight bie tiofisideted ^a sort of gag« to 
Mr. RioIbiasOn'^ popularity^ and never had 
rijsen 190 high ^ ht his last collec<^ofl. In^ 
d^ed his siirdcete Viras such «is to "^ f^mvoke'^ 
hi* neighbours ^* to. jealousy/* Kindred 
itlstiMti^Mi ilrdse €ind fkMjtish^d, df whStth 
W& WAi thfe foi^e^rfattwer ; and We cto b«p-- 
ipSly'tdStify of all theSe,thttt *bofugh the rivftl* 
I9hi^ has ceased^ the exeition conUlkttbi^ and 
* fipteads. The new method of edad^kfti', 
to which Mr. Robinson was feVouvaW^i 
though he considered it ias requilring mi^ch 
care tfnd watchftiteess ia ^Jts exercisfe*, htiA 

* Oeconomy of time, of labour, of room, and of 
books atad 6dfer ]m{dertietits of itrstru^rtion, ^fe great 
yeah : pi^ecttlon of ^^ciuftioii^ taattly rgeituffe, quickuers 
of reply to questioifts on 'demand, are valuable attainment»; 
apt mechanism will do much ; but there is much which 
the aj^test fiaechfenifetii cati'not supply, ttiuch which liiuslt 
be left to the occasion and to the mind apt at availing 
itself of occasions ; and there is much O'f evil incidental if not 
Heeesdarily attached to our ,gobd^ (what human good is 
widKKit its aUay df evil i) wfaieh vigilamse must discevn 
ttDd.pmdftKoe couatdract. If emalalion be a justifiable 
tmd even latidable |irindple to make tise of, must, it >not 
be vmtcfaeA least it become erivy or strife ? If manliness 
«ik1 4Sroidess arid adroitness be just 'habits ofintind to en- 
Hxmrage, is thei^ not a ^reoit danger 4eadt th^ make boy« 
/<:piioad, boaiiters, inVeMdrs'ofevil thin^, disdbedient to 
•psreots, beoHy, iiigh*minddd?'' !AU Mrtich show^ the ex- 
cellency of Dr. Bell's seventh requisite in his ^ Sndimary 
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not then appeared ; so that the expence 
iociirred wbs not . n^e as productive as it 
would have beeo in later times. But it is 
to be remembered, the public education of 
the poor was at that day a prefect in its 
in&ncy, spariqgly attempted and perti^ 
naciously opposed. So that it was no in* 
considerable achievement to bring together 
an hundred and fifty children, who were 
daily taught and annually clothed through 
the exertions of an individual minister and 
his congregation. 

St. Mary's Sunday schools arose out ok 
the division of one general institution, un,- 
der which children of the several parishes 
in Leicester had been united to receive 
Sunday instruction. After a few years it 
was thought more advisable to separate 
this community into smaller portions, ob- 

of Management.' '^ Ttfaly, Last of all come« the scperin- 
TENDANT, (who may be the chaplain of the establishment^ 
parochial minister, trustee or yisitor,) whose scrotiniKing eye 
must pervade the whole machine, whose active mind must 
give it energy, and whose unbiassed judgment must inspire 
confidence, and maintain the general order and harmony/' 
See Dr. Bell's '< Instructions/' p. 1£. Mr« Robinsoa too 
saw the need of this office ; and I misunderstand him very 
much, if he would have modelled his parish schoda ac« 
cording to &is plan, without being himself this active sn* 
perintendant 
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serving the recognised division of parishes, 
and placing each portion under the siiper- 
intendance of the incumbent. The Sundays 
schools of St. Mary's parish contained many 
children; received liberal support from the 
vicar and from the congregation, and were 
diligently inspected and instructed. But Mr. 
Robinson's time was so fully occupfcd- on the 
Sunday, that he could do little more than 
see that they had instructors and supervisors, 
and regulate such of their concerns as were 
within the controul of a treasurer and 
monthly committee. 

The Benevolent Society is an institution 
which was founded through the same in- 
fluence in the year 1786. Its object is to 
assist the sick poor, or those who from what- 
ever cause may be reduced to temporary 
need, with small donations or weekly sup- 
plies of money at their own homes. For 
this purpose, cases are proposed and con- 
«dered by the subscribers at each monthly 
Committee, and^ the treasurer, together with 
the clerjgy in their several parishes, has the 
privilege of advancing sums on account of 
the, society in the interval between the 
meetings : the degree of relief is apportioned 

R 
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to the necessities of the stiflferer, and a 
sttor is appcnntedy who not only distribotes 
tfie alms, but is cfaai^;ed to admonishy io- 
stmct and promote by all means the ^it- 
ritual wel&re of the person relieved. Mr. 
Robinson highly valued this society, con- 
teibuted much to its supplies, and found it 
greatly conducive to the usefulness of his 
ministry. Its funds have seldoiii exceeded 
one hundred pounds a year ; but I quertioQ 
whether any hundred pounds has been laid 
out in the twelve months with more ex- 
tensive benefit. Much praise is due to the 
several treasurers who have successively 
filled the office with all patience, disinterest- 
edness and kindness^ as well as to its main- 
ipring and founder, Mr. Robinson. 

These committees recurring so fiiequentJy 
and in such close succession were a constant 
exercise of laborious self denial to him who 
was their head and their life, their promoter 
and thdr conductor. It required an en- 
larged view to be willing to persevere in 
them. Many times little seemed to be done. 
The question would occur, " Why need I 
go?" The answer is, *' the institution will be 
abortive and will fall, if its conduct be not 
steadily watched. There may be little done 
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to-day, but much possibly at the next meet« 
ing, and much certainly in the course of the 
year. You are there to do what may be 
wanting; and to rejoice and testify if nothing 
be wanting/* — Would to God that we bad 
many such husbandmen who might be con- 
tent to " wait for the precious fruit of the 
earth, tmd to have long patience for it/' 
doing here a little and there a little, without 
expecting to see it grow ! " In due season 
ye shall reap if ye faint not/' It is the 
labour which reproves itself, that conquers all 
obstacles''. 

Mr. Robinson excelled in the manage-^ 
ment of these committees. He could plan 
and he could execute; could scold and 
could command; could direct and could 
appear to be directed; with all wisdom, au* 
thority, self command and long-suffering. 
He complained, however, that this Monday 
was more to him than the preceding day ; 
and it had the disadvantage of coming after 
it : but he went on. 

* It must be a great satisfactioii to Mr. RobinsonV 
fjiends to know that he has a successor who does not 
neglect his favourite institutions and plans; and in whose 
kands it seeniys likely that they will not suffer loss. 

r2 
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In the quarterly committees of the Lei- 
cester Auxiliary Bible Society he acted^ by 
appointment, as the chairman in the absence 
of the president ; and with his usual sagacity 
and judgment became the adviser of the 
secretary and president on any emergency 
which required active measures. In the 
spirit of courtesy and kindness he has been 
styled the father of our provincial society, by 
one who might possibly prefer an equal 
claim to be hailed by this title *• Doubtless 
his personal applications, repeated testis 
monies, and known attachment to the pa* 
rent iustitution, were beyond any other 
individual's influence effective in the forma- 
tion of this project The free unbounded 
circulation of the scriptures in our autho-i- 
rized version without note or comment, and, 
what is a-kin to it, the circulation , of the 
plain, unadulterated, uncommented text of 
scripture, in all the languages and through- 
put all the countries of the earth, were 
objects nearest his heart y. He approved 

' See the Rev. Robert Hall's eloquent and pathetic 
eulogy on the character of Mr. Robinson. 
' » Next to this I venture to say, was his zeal toY the 
circulation of the writings of our reformers, of which be 
gave proof by recommending and assisting the publication 
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too of that degree of union betwixt chris- 
tians of all denominations, whether catholic, 
dissenter, or churchman, which is the sim- 
ple element of the society's constitution. 
He rejoiced with a father's joy in its con- 
tinually increasing patronage, and in its 
advanced and still growing success. Its 
plans too he thought judicious, efficacious, 
consistent, dignified: he particularly ex- 
pressed his approbation of the silent gravity 
With which it forbore, as a. society, from is- 
suing any reply to its antagonists. Thus cor- 
dially impressed with an high sense of its 
merits and efficacy, we cannot wonder that 
be should have manifested hiniself its stre- 
nitous advocate, calling forth support for 
it both publicly and iii private, making col- 
lections by •sermons from the pulpit, and 
detailing its excellencies in written addresses 
and speeches'. Like his esteemed friend, 

of *' the Fathers of the English Church ;" a work con- 
fflsting of loi^ extracts from their writings, conducted by 
an able, and judicious editor. He had a story of our 
present beloved king, which he connected with this pub* 
lication. " What are you publishing now at Oxford ?'^ 
Some of the principal works of the Fathers of our Re- 
formation. '* There were giants on the earth in those 
days." 

* At the formation of the Leicester Auxiliary Society, 
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Dr. Jowett, he gave the bible society hi^ 
last labours and nearly his last words ; the 
secretary had just called upon him to arrange 
the proceedings of the approaching anni- 
versary, and had scarcely left his house, 
when he was seized with his last illness. 

Mr. Robinson was in the habit of making 
irequefnt short excursions from home during 
the former part of his ministry at Leicester. 
In these he usually visited some of his more 
distant ministerial friends ; and, at cme pe- 
riod thinking a change of testimony desirable, 
he made an interchange of services for some 
weeks with his beloved fellow-labourer Mr. 
Newton. His friends were truly amongst the 
excellent of the earth, and the hours which 
he spent in their society were amongst the 
happiest and most valued of his life. When 
I mention the names of Mr. Romaine, Mr. 
Berridge, Mr. Venn, Mr. Newton, Mr. Cecil, 
to which many others might be added from 

Mr. Robiiason was nearly the only speaker^ and addressed 
the meeting at a considerable length : the second address 
to the public was written by him; in the first and second 
anniversaries he took an active share, and drew up his 
speech for publication, as delivered at the second, which 
will be found to be an eloquent argumentative statement 
of the claims of the society. 
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amongst the living and the dead, I shall not' 
be charged with bestowing praise undeserv* 
edly. To preach for these and to receive 
their testimony in return, was one of his 
highest gratifications. He had the oppor* 
tunity of giving here, more than of receiving. 
Mr. Berridge and Mr. Cecil never preached 
for him at Leicester ; the others sparingly, 
with the exception of Mr. Newton. Latterly 
hd confined his absences from home to one 
longer and one shorter excursion, within the 
year ; in which he generally visited London 
or the sea-side in company with Mrs. Ro- 
binson and his hmily. In the year 180^ 
he had an absence of four months in con^- 
sequenee of Mrs. Robinson's continued in- 
disposition, which he spent at Cheltenham^ 
Bath and Bristol : and in the year 181 1 he 
resided two months at the sea in pursuit of 
health for himself. 

In all these excursions he appeared to 
have much enjoyment ; every thing be saw 
heard and tasted had a charm for him^: 

" My father made them all." 

Though he always left his home aiid ministry 
with great regret, the change of scene and 
habit were salutary and enlivening; and 
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uniformly, he returned with an increase of 
strength, energy and cheerfulness " to his 
work and to his labour." When he ceased 
to make so frequent visits to his friends^ he 
did not cease to remember them : ** be had 
them in his heart;" maintained a frequent 
correspondence with them by letter, (parti- 
cularly with Mn Newton;) and enriched 
his conversation with many interesting traits* 
of their character, in a strain of lively de- 
scription which gave them all but bodily 
presence to his company. 
• ^ With what manifest and touching sym- 
pathy did he describe the impression con- 
veyed by Mr. Romaine's preaching, as ex- 
hibiting the preacher^s own mind ! How 
did he pat his brea$t and say — beseemed 
to be eating and relishing the food of hfe 
own words; a food which twas ** sweeter than 
honey to the taste !" The Saviour proclaimed 
by his lips, in his name, person, character, 
offices and great salvation, .was truly as 
" ointment poured forth." 

With a subject little varied, he spoke 
(he would say) as though it were quite new; 
as though he had just found and dug it out 
of the mine. '* Have you changed your 
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mibject yet> Mr. Romaine V No — brother^— 
my subject is *till the same — ^' waiting faith.** 
Comprehensiveness and variety are said to 
have been wanting in his- ministry ; but, for 
the one point which he laboured— the ^and 
cJiaracteristic motive of a christian — love to 
the Saviour — none could equal him. The 
-preacher was to be seen in the man. He 
had a good deal of the Baptist's austerity 
about him'; his outside was ias rough as 
John's garment; but the kernel was love, 
Mn Robinson was used to r see him chiefly 
at his early breakfast, and once todk tw6 
of his Kttle children with himi, to whom 
Mr, Romaine spoke, kindly as though he 
accounted them his own ; and I doubt nc^ 
they were remembered with their father on 
his Litany day: of which Mr. Robinson 
delighted to tell, recomniending a similar 
psractice*, . - 

Once and once only, and that with no 
small difficulty, he was induced to preach 

' Every Friday Mr. Romaine devoted two hours to 
particular intercession with God for his friends. He 
had their names written down on paper, and used to walk 
about hia room, mentioning them one by one, and spe- 
fying their wants as far as he knew them, with earnest 
supplications. ' 
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for Mr. Robinson at St Mary's ; whieo 
ihe did not change bis subject or forget his 
motive. " To him give all the prophets 
witness, that through his name whosoever 
believeth in him shall receive remisaon df 
sins/' Nor did Mr. Robinscm forget his re- 
vered friend, when some yeais after his 
death he preached for the Church Mission- 
ary Society from his pulpit, and after ap- 
pealing to the congregation as having seen 
with their eyes, if they had not yet ex- 
perienced with their hearts the immense 
benefits of christian preaching, he turned 
round and fixed his eyes stedfastly upon 
Mr. Romaine's monument, whilst he re- 
peated these words : ^^ I cannot forget that 
honoured servant of the Lord Jesus^ who, 
for so many years of extended usefulness, 
occupied this pulpit ; and, by whose labours, 
numerous converts were added to the 
church^" 

In. the venerable vicar of Everton, he 
described the man of vigorous understand- 
ing well furnished; who, when he restrained 
himself from the indulgence of his natural 
jocoseness, (though his wit was first-rate, 

* See Proceedings of Church Missionary Society^ wl. 
li. p. 288. 
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and though he often powerfully exemplified 
the poet^s maxim, 

*^ ridiculum acri ^ 

Fortii^ ac meliiis magnas plerumq^ue secat res ;") 

addressed his people in a strain of manly, 
convincing, overpowering argumentation, 
with much apt discrimination of character, 
and many home thrusts at the conscience, 
" above his fellows/' He described him 
also as a man of deepest self-abasement, 
rather infected with low spirits; who re- 
quired the magic of a brother's voice to 
draw him out of his cell, but when his 
tongue was loosed could teach the aged: 
the experienced fether of many children, 
•' the first-born amongst many brethren/' 
How did the dear man risQ in his seat, when 
be told of the services of Everton church, 
and declared them to have been a model 
and a proof of what the Church of England 
is capaUe of exhibiting and effecting in a 
community of lively worshippers. 

« The Lorcl be with you T 
<< Aqd nvith thj spjrk !" 

It was " as the vdce <tf many waters." 

Mr. Venn, by a slip of the tongue, he one 
day let me know was iiis prototype; the 
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man whcun he most of all admired in his 
own ''line of things/' and ^ji^hom he imagined 
that designedly or undesignedly he most of 
all resembled ; *^ My great prototype Mr. 
yminJ' In him he (x>nsidered the eloquent 
;m«0, .the s^^holar, and the gentleman as 
.etntnently united with the wise^ penetrating, 
warmly affectioned christian. In his best 
and most favoured moments he jhad not 
known his equal, as a christian speaker. He 
would teH of his family worship-— how be 
could discriminate every character present, 
. ^d give his word in prayer to each ; of his 
:enchanting convea^tion — by whidh he car- 
,ried ftU away with him ; of his courteous ad- 
dnegs— by which he could win ladies to hear 
i>f Christ ; of his profound kQowledge of the 
heayt, and skill in applying apposite treat- 
ment to the most untoward cases— by which 
he could bring one, who had a devil, to re- 
pent. His favourite sentiment in a social 
circle of christian . friends — " the universal 
flow" — was always coupled with Mr. Venn's 
name ; and I can never read Coloss. ii* 
13-15; without beingi reminded of his last 

m 

.interview with thi$ . honoured servant of 
God;; of brother Bie^n'9 fean tigxt—* verily it 
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i^all be well with the righteous ;' and of that 
better text — "having spoiled principalities- 
arid powers> he made a shew of them openly-; 
triumphing over them in it" — which having 
f»K)nounced on tip-toe, he sunk fnto his cus- 
tomary state of stupor and childishnessf 
Above all, let me mention the tt-ait of hu- 
mility in Mr. Venn's character on which 
he delighted so much to dwell. Mr. Venn, 
when removed to the obscurity of Yelling, 
never appeared to gain acceptance with 
the rude rustics amongst whom he sojourn-^ 
ed ; and at length, being incapable of much 
service, he was assisted* by a curate from 
Wales, who drew the people surprisingly. 
** Honest Evans,*' said he, '^carries all be- 
fore him." His family were a little jealous of 
this unexpected preference ; but he rebukecl 
them : '* Carry roe to hear him," said he; 
" God honours him and I will honour him. 
Have you ever studied that text, Brother ? 
(John iii. 30.) ' He must increg,se, but I 
must decrease ?' 'A man can receive no- 
thing, except it be given him from heaven." 
Dr. Conyers was another subject of his 
most interesting representations :^— the truly- 
episcopal gravity, stillnesi^ and solemnity (^ 
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his life and spirit— how he had preached for 

80tne years, without declaring what he at 

length found he had not known— how he 

was surprised to read that there are &uch 

things. He considered the history of Dr. 

Conyers as exhibiting an affecting proof 

that the world will love its own, and will no 

longer love those who are no longer " of it." 

Dr. Conyers had been holden up as a pattern 

of what a minister should be, when^ upon 

studying his Greek Testament one day, as 

his custom was, he came in the course of 

Jbis reading to Ephes. iii. 8, " Unto me, 

who am less than the least of all Saints, is 

this grace giveti, that I should preach among 

the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of 

Christ." '' Riches of Christ !' said he with- 

in himself: ' unsearchable riches !' What 

have I preached of these ? What do I know 

erf* these?" — Such was the beginning of new 

views, new sentiments, new declarations, 

with this truly conscientious pastor; who 

had the honesty to inform his people on the 

very next sabbath, that he feared he had 

been a blind leader of the blind, but that he 

wa^ now determined to begin afi^sh; he 

trusty the liord would lead him arigbtr 
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and, as he should be led, so he would guide 
them. The, broad seal of the Spirit conr 
vincing, converting, sanctifying large mul* 
titudes through his ministry put it beyond a 
doubt who had been the author of this re* 
volution in his opinions and feelings, and 
that "the vision was of the Lord/' But he 
was no longer the world's reUgious idol. — 
The closing scene of this good man's life— 
when, after having testified to his congre- 
gation in a sermon on Acts xx. 26, 27, that 
'* he was pure from the blood of all men," he 
felt himself on a sudden to be a dying maOf 
called his servant to take him down from 
the pulpit, was led amidst his weeping hear- 
ers with this pathetk; adieu-—" 1 am going 
to my Master — I am going to my Master*'-^ 
and became a corpse befi>re the afternoon 
service was finished — ^will be brought im- 
mediately to the recollection of every fre* 
quent partaker in Mr. Robinson's convivi^U 
conversation, by the very mention of Dr. 
Conyers's name. 

Mr. Cecil was entwined round his heart. 
Indeed, who could know him as Mr. Ro» 
binson did — ^who can ever read a volume of 
bis works^-^without conceiving somewhat of 
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a romantic veneration for his dignified and 
refined mind ? Perhaps no two minds were 
more dissimilar than his and Mr. Robin- 
son's : yet they coalesced. I have reason to 
know that Mr. Cecil cordially clung to -Mr. 
Robinson, and can testify that Mr. Robinson 
delighted in Mr. Cecil. Eminent in genius, in 
originality, in solemn devotedness to God — 
the man of eternity — ^the man who knew the 
world — ^the man who could expose trick 
and cheat — who loved his kind — ^who could 
devise and execute a bold and enlarged 
plan of acting — comprehensive, energetic, 
disinterested — so he would describe Mr. Cecil ! 
He has sometimes doubted, as others have 
done, whether his plan at St. John*s, of ad- 
vancing gradually to the full developemeni; 
of the truth, was altogether salutary ; though 
he never doubted his integrity in it : he 
was sure, if it were a plan for any man, it 
was for a Cecil only. God however was 
pleased amply to bless it, and, whilst we 
can but prognosticate and conjecture what 
the effect of another course might be, we 
have experience and fact to assure, us that 
this was at least an excellent, if not *^the nkcxe 
excellent way . " He had many fine touches 
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of his masterly hatid to paint, but none 
with which I have be0n m6re impressed than 
what he related from his last interview. 
" What did you preach about yesterday, 
brother ?'/ (Mr. Robinson was preaching 
for him some Sundays in. succession.) ''Now 
then we are ambassadors for Christ as though 
God did beseech you by us : we pray you 
in Christ's stead be ye reconciled to God." 
(2 Cor. v! 20.) '' Right, brother! Christ 
your subject. What do you think of 
preaching about next Sunday c'' '• Even the 
righteousness of God which is by faith of 
Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them 
that believe : for there is no difference. For 
all have sinned and come short of the glpry 
of God. Being justified freely by his grace 
through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus." (Rom. iii. 22-24.) "Right again — 
more of Christ : were I to preach again, I 
would preach nothing else/' It is not to be 
inferred that Mr. Cecil's ministry was dcr 
fective in this particular; it was far other- 
wise. The morbid state of his mind often 
expressed itself in reflections upon his own 
plans and conduct which they ill deserved. 
Mr. Robinson (no man was better adapted 
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to sach a purpose) soi]^t dexteromly to he 
his comforter, when he bad been poitriog 
out many mournful self-reproaches. " Well, 
brother, but what do you hate?'* •' Sinr 
" What do you love ?'• '' Christ r " My 
mind/' said he, " is quite enfeebled. If I 
grasp a subject, it is the gra^ of a delicate 
lady, who has been exhausted with long sick- 
ness; she holds her pencil, but it slides from 
beneath her hand/' 

Mr. Newton was a sort of second self: 
" I John who am also your brother and 
companion in tribulation, and in the king- 
dom and patience of Jesus Christ,'' were 
the words with which Mr. Newton saluted 
hhn in London, when they met for the first 
time aifler each had within a few months 
lost the wife of his youth. But it was not 
in seasons of tribulation only that they were 
brethren : one mind, one view, one object^ 
one feeling, one plan — it might be said in all 
things, certainly in those of real momeirt — 
knitted them, close as kindred hearts can be 
cemented, to each other. In Mr. Newton 
he described */ the Isrsielite indeed in wh^m 
there is no guile'* — a plain man— one who 
would not satisfy the cavilling philosopher, 
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iHjt would guide the humble inquiFcr and 
t«>infort the broken hearted-rr-one simply 
turned of God from an ' Afitican blasphemer' 
into a servant and apostle of Jesu3 Chrkt — 
one who * loved much because much had 
been forgiven him' — one who saw 

'' Sermons in stones, and God in every thing/* 

** I have often regretted, brother^ thatyo^ 
did not ^ve us the character of Eliej^r of 
Damascus amongst your histories — a faith* 
ful steward, who swore to his n^^er and 
disappointed him not ; who waited fin* Gtod's 
jaand and noted it; who prayed and the 
luord prospered him — a &ther Tather than 
a servant to the dbiJd of promise — was.not 
this man worthy of a separate niche ia 
your biography?" When he was gpi^ 
once to preacjn amongst a number of cle^ 
rical friends, ^' I cannot get a subject, said 
he, brother!" TJaey set out together to go 
to the ohnrdb, which was at somi@ thrqe or 
four hundred yairds distance. Their walk 
wsfl on a kind of tecrace, with a valley [on 
their right and rising ground beyond it; 
oommanding a piFoepect beautifully diversi* 
lied with wood and water, a modest village 

82 
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diarch just peeping at their feet io the midat 
of it *^ 1 have firand it," said he; * How 
goodly are thy tente, O Jacob, and thy ta- 
bernacles, O Israel. As the valleys are they 
spread forth, as gardens by the river sid^ 
as the trees of lign aloes which the Ixurd 
hath planted, and as cedar trees beside the 
waters." Mr. Newton applied this descrip- 
tion to the constitution, ordinances, and 
services of the church of England, in a 
sermon of much simplicity and effect, of 
which the impression must have been strong 
and pleasing at the time, since it was many 
years afterwards that, Mr. Robinson spoke 
. of it to me with great animation and delight 
Mr. Newton could compose sermons as di- 
ligently and as classically as any man, when 
he felt himself called to it ; but in ordinary 
cases his mind was his preparation. The 
matter was within him, and a few minutes 
served to arrange his subject. He has been 
justly blamed by his biographer for speak- 
ing too carelessly upon this subject. What 
he allowed in himself he was willing to 
yield to others. But how peculiar was his 
case and discipline ! To persons so trained 
we may safely grant the privilege of de- 
viating from rule and method. His style 
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of preaching too'was peculiar, consisting very 
much of observations drawn from experience 
and suggested by his text; which he had 
carefully studied afid could illustrate from 
memory by an accumulation of accurate 
parallels. He once entrapped Mr, Robin- 
son to preach for him o£P-hand^ which was 
very contrary to his usual method^ though 
he could do it, and do it well on an oc- 
casion. A very few years ago, it happened 
that a friend who was to preach for his 
curate found himself without a sermon in 
his pulpit, and was obliged to cCme down 
re infectd. Mr. Robinson happened to be 
present and took his place, preaching on the 
spiritual advent (from Rev. iii. 20,) in con* 
nection with his morning and evening sub- 
jects, which happened to be the first and 
second advents of Christ, the appropriate 
improvement of Advent Sunday. But, in ge- 
neraL no man was more intent upon making 
seasonable preparation for the pulpit. 

The maxim " de mortuis nil nisi bonum" 
is most safely reversed with respect to the 
living. Otherwise I could relate many ex- 
cellent things which he has exultingly spo- 
ken of living men, and those not a few. 
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The venerable Mr. Ryland of Sutton Cold* 
field will however pardon me, if I venture 
to say that he often mentioned with great de- 
tight the simplicity and humility with which 
he took shame to himself and extended it to 
his brother ministers, as being *' very poor 
jpreafchers indeed" — the indefatigable vete- 
ran, Mr. Scott, will allow me to assure him 
that the love and esteem which he has so 
feelingly expressed for Mr. Robinson sinet 
his death^ were troly reciprocal in ardour and 
in kind'' — and a third " pillar/' who shaU 
be nameless and whose peculiar ptaise is in 
the mouth and heart of the yniunger clergy, 
will forgive my hinting what a testimony 
to the truth and power of the gospel his re- 
vered friend was accustomed to draw firom 
the abounding " riches of his liberality/' and 

^ Mr. Scott had kindly promised me a letter of Mr. Ro- 
binson's which he much valued for its wisdom and faith- 
fuInesS) written to him when he had bis appointment of 
chaplain to the Lock Hospital under consideration. Mr« 
Scott remarks — *^ he was one of the few friends who spoke 
out and gave me their opinion freely^ and I owe it in good 
measure to him that my manner and pronunciation be 
not more displeasing than they are." The tetter however 
was unfortunately mislaid, and with all diligence of search 
could not be found| when^^ after much unseasonable delay, 
I took occasion to apply for it. 
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£roai' that exemplary self s^ai^ment whk^ 
kd him to inqJ?e a journey of an huadre4 
ajid forty rnile$ that he might knpck at hi^ 
door tq acknowledge an error ! 

His clerioal friends who resided in the 
neighbourhood of Leicester were in the 
habit of calling upon him frequently. He 
was their great adviser in questions of diffi- 
culty^ and had a pleasure in being con- 
united. With them he occasionally ex* 
changed visits in a domestic way at his own 
hoi^e, and at theirs. But, in general, his inr 
tercourse with them was maintained by pe^ 
liodical parties of a mixed nature, social 
and deliberative ; of which he was an earnest 
promoter. In his recommendation and 
adoption of clerical meetings for the pur- 
pose of prayer, discussion and famiUar con- 
versation, he considered himself as fortified 
by the suggestion of the pious Bishop Burnet, 
in his * Pastoral Care;' who recommends the 
fonnation of such a society in each deanery, 
under the rural dean as its head. He con- 
sidered himself as receiving a fiirther sanc- 
tion to his recommendation by the more 
recent institutions of the present Bishop of St. 
David's; who may be hailed as the tempe* 
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rate yet zealous restorer of priihitiye dis- 
cipline. It^ould be idle to say that Mr. 
Robinson had no supremacy in these parties; 
but it is not less true that he assumed none. 
What was said by the discriminating Mr. 
Burke of his then friend Mr. Fox might in an 
humbler sense be applied here. " Give him 
what name you please in the cabinet hie 
will rise to the top." There was a weight 
and authority in his (suggestions, whatever 
mi^ht be the subject of consideration, which 
declared who was the wisest. His talent of 
illustrating and enlivening his remarks with 
pertinent anecdote, was useful to him on 
these occasions. His expertness in appealing 
to scripture, his prudence, his selt-command, 
his good nature ; all combined to give him the 
first place amongst his brethren : but they 
did not tell him so, neither did he appear to 
feel his preeminence. He gave consequence 
to every man's opinion ; seldom " spake un- 
advisedly with his lips ;" and bore faithfully 
in mind that good or evil would flow from 
his words. He had his eye chiefly on 
the younger members of the company, 
whose views and habits might be greatly 
enlarged, enlightened arid improved, as he 
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conceived, by the judicious administratioii 
of this free interchange of sentiments. He 
knew how to be gay as well as how to be 
serious, and, by his harmless pleasantry in 
the afternoon, won the affections of those 
whose esteem and confidence had been con- 
ciliated by his broad and manly statements 
of truth in the morning. 

He had formerly taken part in many de- 
liberative meetings of this nature, by the 
solicitation of s6me valued friends, at Bir« 
mingham, Rauceby and Aldwinkle, as 
well as Creaton. But latterly he confined 
himself to a few private parties of clergy, 
meeting three or four times a year in his 
own immediate neighbourhood, and to a 
society assembling once a year at Creaton. 
Here he regularly met his clerical fiiends 
from some of the adjoining counties and 
from Leicestershire. He was not ignorant 
that this regulated sort of intercourse, in 
which he experienced so much pleasure 
and profit, excited objections in many 
minds, and in some where he would have 
been peculiarly glad to allay them r but he 
could never allow that- these objections were 
valid. *' Why may we not meet to pray/' he 
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would say, ^* when others meet to play at 
bowls ? Why may we not hare our delibera* 
tive assemblies, when others of our brethren 
have their drinking and dancing assemblies? 
Why may not we seek to edify one another, 
whilst they care not if they corrupt one 
another V* He was always strenuous in de- 
nying that this *' assembling of themselves to- 
gether" fairly subjected them to the charge 
of promoting '* inrperiu4[n in imperio,** 
of detracting from just canonical obe^ 
dience, or of assuming authority to which 
there was no title. He regarded it as a just 
^exercise of British liberty. ^* A number of 
equals, •• he would say, " are brought to- 
gether without any convention or solici- 
tation — to pray, to speak of God*s mercies, 
to assist each other in forming correct judg^ 
ments, to advise and be advised, to com- 
fort and be comforted in points of difficulty 
and distress — ^to meet, to converse, and to 
separate in a spirit of love to all mankind, 
of increased reverence towards theii rulers 
and of increased anxiety for the people of 
their charge -hereby confirming and re- 
joicing with one another, both in the gene- 
ral principles of the gospel and in the pe- 
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culiar doctrines and constitutioii of tbekr 
national church. Can this be evil? Is il 
fifot " putting bitter for sweet" to call it soi 
What if there be a rumour and a shaking of 
the bones through this concourse ? What if 
there be a spirit of inquiry stirred up amodgst 
the watching neighbours? — ^Which is in the 
rights these men or I ? — Are they holier than 
me? more zealous than me ? more efficacious 
than me ? or are they <Hily more clamorous 
and meddlesome ? — ^These questions will lead 
to favourable condusions: and what if 
greater; eniniiy be excited ? Would all enr 
mity cease if tiiese ceased i they may call 
it forth, biit they are not the creators of it/* 
There was much of truth and solidity in 
all this argumentation, but possibly he did 
not rend^ full justice to the objections of 
his adversary, and possibly he over-*rated the 
advantages which he ardently expected fixim 
these meetings. Is it necessary to maintain 
higher ground than this, that with some ,Qb- 
jediions of more and less weight, no '' malum 
per. se'' can be justly charged upon them, 
and that the advantages greatly preponf- 
derate over the real and even imagined 
evils ^ In questions of practice how rarely 
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is it that we can adopt an unexceptionaUe 
expedient ! how much of edification and 
moral improvement must we lose, if we are 
to reject every golden rule which has a 
particle of alloy in it ! 

However, Creaton was his ** garden of de- 
lights." He always enjoyed this delibera- 
tive kind of intercourse with his brethren, 
but Creaton was his scene of highest gratifi- 
cation. Of that pulpit next to his own it 
might be said, it was '* his glory and his joy :'" 
of his teachings and exhortations delivered 
there, that they were amongst the choicest 
, of his whole ministry ; of the common peo- 
ple thereabouts, that they nearly idolized his 
name ; of his brethren and companions in 
the ministry whom he metthOTe, that they 
" took sweet counsel together and walked 
in the house of God as friends/' Well 
might he write to me, Jum 1809, " Last 
week I attended the annual clerical meet- 
ing at Creaton, and a very pleasant profit- 
able season I found it. I know not how 
it is, but I alwajrs find the meetings at Crea* 

» 

ton more pleasant than any other!" 

In the calm indulgence of these habits, 
(which I have been minute in describing. 
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because the habits give the picture of the 
man,) Mr. Robinson met the gradual loss 
of his vigour, and, after a few years of de- 
clension, his sudden close of life. He had 
never enjoyed robust health, his digestion 
being naturally feeble, and his fibre lax ; 
and for some years he suffered frequent at- 
tacks of sore throat, which occasionally pre^ 
vented him from duty. His constitution, 
however, seemed to strengthen as he ad- 
vanced, and he was used to say of himself 
that he was built for .his work. His chest 
was broad and open, his voice powerful ; he 
could speak with great ease to himself long 
and loud, without any local inconveniencfe* 
The more generous diet, and frequent ex- 
ercise in which he allowed himself during 
the last fifteen or twenty years of his life, 
appeared to invigorate him ; and from the 
age of fifty and upwards he had a tendency 
to corpulency : insomuch that he could no 
longer have excited the envy of his friend 
Mr. Berridge, who had looked with admi- 
ration upon his leanness 9 the characteristic of * 
his person when he was young. In 1808, 
he first became sensible of a difference in his 
organic powers, and ascribed it to an excesi^ 



270 SOME ACCOUNT 

of exertion in the delivery of his mis^<Niwy 
sermon, when his perspiration had been 
profuse, and he described faimseif to have 
felt ^ as though something had cracked in 
his head/' In 1809, he suffered much 
distress from the premature death of bis 
youngest daughter, Mrs. Thomas H^l, of 
Hull. But it was not till the spring of 
1810, that his decay became marked and 
visible. He spent some weeks in Londoii 
about that period, in vrliich he assisted at 
Mr. CeciPs chapel, and performed many 
idther services which called for exertion, so 
thsit he returned jaded rather than refreshed 
by his out-going — a very unusual event with 
him. In the autumn of that year, Mr. Scott, 
who had not seen him for some time, was 
much impressed with a sense of -change in 
fafis appearance and powers, and more than 
glanced at it in his truly apo^olical sermon ; 
which was so well fitted to prepare his 
inend, his congregation and himself *' for 
the putting off of this tabernacle/' Thisex- 
cellent and seasonable sermon did not seem 
to obtain all its just acceptance from Mr. 
Robinson, who had this property in ^m- 
raon witii many others, that though he 
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would dpeak of himself continually as a 
tlyiDg tnan^ he did notquite relish a hint ift 
liis neariy approachipg dissolution from ao* 
other. The winter of 1810 tried him, tt,nd 
m the spring of 1811 his infirmity seemed 
rapidly to increase. He now declined some 
of his usual services and attendances ; omit- 
ting first to read the prayers, and after- 
waids to attend at the church during the 
afbernoon iservice, and avoiding all he could 
in th6 way of visiting the sick. A small 
fiind was now raised which might enable 
hkn to employ a second curate. His visit 
to the sea, which he had delayed r^her 
longer than was advisable, appeared to ro- 
crint him : he returned with much ^kk to 
bis labour, but feund he had not his old 
rtrisngth for it His winter passed favoui^ 
aUy ; bM ia the spring he had a serious 
warning, by a sudden stupor (not indeed 
of many minutes* continuance, but sufficient 
to alarm both himself and the congregation) 
coming upon him whilst in the act of adini<^ 
nistering the sacrament. At length, after 
some montte of anomalkMs uneasiness, in 
which it WBs only plain that he wm ill and 
that some 4serious attack might be appro- 
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hended at any moment^ though its precise 
iiature was uncertain— ^having sometimes ap- 
pejared dropsical, and sometimes shewn, a 
strong disposition to pal^ — ^he was seized 
with a decided fit of apoplexy, from which 
it was for some hours doubtful whether he 
would recover. He had thought it impos- 
sible that. he should be apoplectic, his con- 
stitution in early life had shewn such very 
opposite tendencies ; but he had always en- 
tertained fears of palsy, his father and some 
other relatives having died of that, disease. 
Frcmi the period of this decided attack, he 
thought of himself spake of himself, and 
acted for himself as one half in the grave. 

I have sometimes thought that if he had 
known the real state of his constitution, and 
could have allowed himself to believe that 
the tendency of his frame was what it turn- 
ed out to be, he might have been spared 
to us some years longer. , Unfortuna.tely he 
was disposed to attribute his /symptoms to 
other causes : and having been, admpnisbed 
by an experienced physician in iwhom he 
had perfect confidence, at a very. cMfferent 
period of his age and habit, that' he would 
Qot bear lowering and must never suffer 
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a lancet to be applied to his arm^ he was 
rather pertinacious in opposing antiphlogis- 
tic remedies; and, till the disease became 
too strongly marked to admit of a doubt 
what was to be done, he would not hear of 
bleeding or of diluents, resolving the dis- 
order of his head and of his whole system into 
an effect and consequence of disordered sto- 
mach. '' You want my blood/' he would 
say, iu something between jest and earnest, 
to his medical attendant, '' but I cannot 
9pare any ; you want me to dilute, but I am 
too feeble alr^tdy/' Mr. Robinson was not 
/wholly ignorant of disease or of medicine; 
he had been told by an adept in the art, 
that he knew more than half who practised 
it. But the physician does not always heal 
himself; * nor would he have prescribed ' to 
others in tl^ same circumstances, as he acted 
for himself. Yet if we speculate upon the 
{MTobability of his life having been protracted 
by other remedies, how vaJn is it ? Had it 
been the will of God that his days should 
be lengthened. He would have directed him 
to another course, or given him continuance 
W this. He died in God's own time. " Not 
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a sparrow falleth to the ground without your 
''Father." " My time? are in thy hand/' '^I 
kill and I make alive ;'' " I wound and I 
heal/' To use his own words in a case 
somewhat dissimilar ; '' Can it be^ that such 
an event as this, is without the Lord V Is the 
death of his saints of so little account in His 
sight that he leaves them to chance or some- 
thing even more precarious than chance, their 
own inadequate and incorrect conceptions 
of their disease and its remedy ? 

Mr. Robinson's mind all the while was 
composed, but not triumphant. The ac« 
count he generally gave of himself was, 
*' I am composed, I have peace ; * I know 
whom I have believed / but I cannot boast 
of raptures, in the deliberate prospect which 
I now take of my dissolution." I doubt not 
if he had been deliberately called to choose, 
he would have determined like the pious 
old man whom he visited, and whose exem- 
plary resignation to the divine will he de- 
lighted to mention and to extol, '' / would 
put it to him again ;" that is, if God should 
insist upon his choosing for himself whether 
he would live or die, he would refer the 
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choice back to Him. But he was by no 
means indifferent to life, and desired, I 
should rather believe anticipated, some years 
of further usefulness. 

From the period, however, to which my 
narrative has now brought him, and in 
Which many slight threatenings of no very 
equivocal nature were succeeded by a re- 
gular apoplectic seizure, he seemed to have 
received Hezekiah's warning, and to be em- 
ployed in obeying it. Like that pious mo- 
narch too, his heart and his lips implored a 
respite, with many tears and pleading sup- 
plications. " The grave cannot praise thee, 
death^ cannot celebrate thee, they that 
go down into the pit cannot hope for thy 
truth. The living, the living, he shall 
praise thee, as I dp this day, the father to 
the children shall make known thy truth.*' 

This seizure which formed an epoch in 
his history was scarcely more alarming in 
its access than rapid in its removal. His 
insensibility continued for about four hours, 
when after aXcopious blood-letting by the 
lancet and by cupping, he was materially 
relieved. Much anxiety having been ex- 

T 2 
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cited throughout the town by the rumoor of 
his attack, some of his more intimate friends^ 
who occasionally found admittance into his 
study, were surprised to find him walk- 
ing about in his dressing gown before noon 
the next day, relating what had happened 
with much composure and animation and 
arranging the serviees of his church for the 
approaching Sunday. He was sufficiently 
restored to tak^ hi3 usual place in the family 
at dinner, and to conduct their evening 
worship. But those who have had expe^ 
rience in these plagues well know, that 
there must be a recoil after all this exertion, 
and that it is an evil to get well too fast. 
His medical attendants, who were amongst 
the kindest of his friends, iatreated him to 
avoid all exertion, and, above all, the ex* 
ertion of preaching, for a considerable time. 
It was a severe trial t6 him :- the raai^ and 
the man of God strove against the mandate. 
He yielded to their entreaties for two Sun- 
days, on the second of which he was prasent 
at some of the services of his church ; and 
on the third Sunday afler his attack be ap^ 
peared in his own place, addressing bis peo^ 
pie from 1 Cor. xv, 1, 2, with much of his 
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usual energy, and with increased solemnity 
of voice and manner. From this time he 
continued to preach every Sunday; under- 
taking one sermon only for a Sunday or 
two, and then resuming his usual portion of 
duty, till his death. Humanly speaking, if 
it were intended to save his life, he should 
have been removed as soon as possible from 
home, and not have been allowed to return 
to his pulpit or to his former scenes of ac- 
tivity for many months. Remaining as he 
did, upon the spot, I question whether the 
irritation which would probably have arisen 
from a rigid imposition of silence would 
not have been nearly as prejudicial to him 
as the exertion of preaching. In fact, he 
always maintained that it was not the 
preaching, but the business of his parish and 
situation at large, which wore him out 

Had he possessed the means of a perfectly 
calm and dispassionate judgment, we should 
be disponed to condemn him for not yield- 
ing to what seemed to be the voice of God 
in this painful appointment, and for not 
determining to keep silence and to attempt 
Aothingi till he could reasonably hope that 
1^ should speak and work with safety. But 
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how should he be expected to exercise this 
clear judgment ? his miod was not so vigor- 
ous as formerly ; his feelings were strenuous 
advocates on one side, a questionable point 
of duty addressed him faintly on the other: 
nor was it easy to provide for the customary 
services of his church. The event was, he 
adopted a kind of half measure which failed 
of its object. He would go out when the 
season was sufficiently advanced^ and when 
he could make a suitable arrangement for 
his absence. Alas! this advanced season 
and projected arrangement were never 
realized ! Meanwhile he was working pretty 
much as before. He had many bad days 
and many ominous evenings, in which he 
secretly whispered to his faithful attendant, 
*' I shall not be here long, but do not tell 
Mrs. Robinson." He carried it however, 
in general, smilingl}^. " I am come," he 
would say, ^' from the grave to speak with 
you; to give you one warning more:" 
and he would tell the history of his attack, 
and some little about his habitual feelings 
circumstantially. But again, as before, he 
evidently did not wish others to deal with 
him, as he spake of himself. His visits were 
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very short, like one who feared to be found 
out if he stayed. He suggested the con- 
versation chiefly himself; and there was an 
heaviness upon his forehead, in his eye, 
upon his tongue, which made it nearly 
impossible that you should forget the apo- * 
plexy. He made his will ; put every thing 
into a train which might harmonize with 
the event of his dissolution; and never 
united with his family in worship, or prayed 
in secret, or retired to bed, without setting 
his death strongly before him, and strongly 
representing to himself the probability that 
he might never wake again in this world. 

His sermons were in general correct, 
though his memory sometimes failed him 
in them. They consisted more of experi- 
mental observations than of lengthened ar- 
gument vigorously pursued; they were spi- 
ritual, affecting, short* In one of his Tues- 
day evening lectures, in which he was per- 
mitted to finish a little course he had com- 
menced on the epistles to the churches in 
Revelations, chap. ii. and chap. iii. having 
just previously heard of his highly esteemed 
friend the Rev. Mr. Wightman's death, he 
broke forth with his ancient animation in 
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enlarging a little upon his character, and re- 
cited a fevourite verse from an hymn, which 
had been Mr. Wightman's dying testimony 
concerning himself) with accents and a 
charm which seem still to vibrate on the 
eara of many of his hearers. 

^' Lo^ glad I come^ and thou blest Lamb 
Shalt take me to thee, as I am : 
Nothing but sin I thee can give. 
Nothing but love shall I receive." 

One of my most pleasing recollections at- 
tached to this period is that of a numerous 
circle of clerical friends assembled at my 
own house, in which Mr. Robinson, quite 
himself, without diminution of sagacity, dis- 
crimination, vigour, or cheerfulness, took his 
full share in the conversation, and with an 
emphasis which I cannot forget, seized the 
occasion which fairly presented itself of 
declaring, ** I leave the world and this 
county better than I found it: I am as- 
tonished at the sight of evangelical advance^ 
ment which my eyes behold.'* I had the 
pleasure of his company once more, within 
a week of his death ; but the impression 
made by this latter visit upon my remem-* 
brance is widely different. 
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Early in March he visited one of his most 
esteemed friends in the neighbourhood of 
Ashbourne, Here he spent ten days with 
unusual relish ; and recorded his feelings in 
a tender and aflPecting inscription written on 
a blank leaf of his ^Essays on the Prophecies/ 
presenting them to the lady at whose house 
he had been entertained. 



a 



To- 



a token of sincere affection from the Author, 

and a grateful memorial of the ten peaceful days 

\7hich he spent with her at Ashbourne Green, 1813." 

He was obUged to hurry home ; where 
be met a pressure of unforeseen and haras- 
sing engagements, which suddenly threw 
down all the little good he had been heap 
ing up during his short absence— and the 
end drew on. 

March the 21st was the Sunday preceding 
the Lent Assizes : a season which he never 
allowed to pass without improvement, in 
his public ministry. He preached at the 
town gaol in the morning, and twice at 
his own church in the course of the day. 
His evening sermon was on James v. the 
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ktter part of verse 9, " Behold the judge 
standeth at the door:'' in which he spoke 
alarmiDgly on the nearness of death and 
judgment, and adverted to the cases of 
some of the prisoners he was visiting. 
On the Monday he preached again at the 
town gaol, and visited some of the capital 
offende,^ in the other prison. He was clearly 
working too ^t ; and some of his friends 
from a distance who happened to call upon 
him in the course of the day were forcibly 
struck by his appearance, which was that of 
a inan making great exertions with an ex- 
hausted frame. He appeared to have given 
himself an impulse which kept the body in 
motion, when its strength was spent: he 
would reach the post, but would die in 
gaining it. The impression was so painful 
that they became impetuously urgent with 
those who had the management of his 
pulpit concerns, to procure him help imme- 
diately, or it would be too late. On the 
Tuesday morning he made several calls in 
the town, and conversed, during short inter- 
vals, with much of his usual cheerfulness. 
A distant stranger who introduced himself 
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to him for the first time on that morning, 
and who had never seen him before, was 
charmed and surprised by the great kind- 
ness, affability and frankness of his con- 
versation. But Mrs. Robinson who was his 
companion the whole time, and some others 
who saw him only for a few moments to- 
wards the afternoon, had been led to appre- 
hend much serious mischief from his air and 
manner. His face was vacant, and he who 
had been acciistomed to lead the song, sat 
mute. On his return home, no longer ob- 
serving his usual delicacy which had been 
extreme in avoiding to give Mrs. Robinson 
pain, he acknowledged that he was very 
unwell; ate his dinner without appetite; 
endeavoured to say a few words of consola- 
tion to his distressed wife, and retired to his 
study to prepare for preaching. Whea 
Mrs. Robinson followed him not long after, 
she found him leaning on his table and 
poring over a written paper, but apparently 
with little intelligence or sensibility. 

Difierent accounts have been given me 
of his sermon. Some have said that it 
was remarkably clear arid vigorous ; others 
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that it was manifestly inferior, and others 

m 

again that it was not remarkable either for 
vigour or for the want of it The last of these 
statements, I should imagine, is the most cor^ 
rect. Probably he had less of animation than 
was usual with him, and confessedly his voice 
was low. The subject was his favourite 
doctrine of justification by feith ; which, 
like another Luther, he held to be the * artJ- 
culus stantis vel cadentis ecclesiae;" from 
Rom. iii. 2 1*24 . It was a subject so familiar 
to him, that he could scarcely fail to jspeak 
upon it correctly if he spake at all, having 
some notes also before him : and it was a 
subject so near his heart, that if he entered 
into it at all, he must *^ put much of his heart 
into his act.'' He introduced his subject by a 
further allusion to the assizes, and was pro- 
foundly solemn in his prayer both before 
and after sermon. He spoke shortly but 
kindly to some friends who were waiting to 
see him in the vestry, and hurried home. 
Here his ordinary habit was reversed. If he 
had a lively moment in the day, it was his 
half hour by the fire-side, after preaching. 
But now he shrank silently into the corner; 
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looked on the iire and said nothing ; only, 

when he was inquired of^he answered plainly, 

that he was very poorly, and went abrupitly 

to bed. He rose at his usual hour, and 

took a little opening mediciner— pursued his 

customary course--*ate his early breakfast—* 

carried Mrs. Robinson her cup of tea — saw 

# 

Mr. Wood, the secretary of the Bible So- 
ciety, upon business — ^retired to dress hiro- 
self-^and -when he had just taken the razor 
in his hand the stroke was given. He con* 
trived to ring his bell, whicb brought Mrs. 
Robinson and the maid servant into his room; 
when his wild and glaring lock told plainly 
what was the matter. They supported him 
gently to his bed — all proper nfbans.were 
used— but he never spake again, and ex- 
pired within about six hours firom his attack, 
at five o*clock in the afternoon, on the 24th 
of March, 1813. 

WoiAld ray reader have expected more 
of a sign in the prophet's death? Let him 
remember it is God who ordered it: that 
'* only wise God/' *' who seeth not as man 
seeth.'' Let him remember too, that no sign 
was necessary, either for the consolation of his 
friends, or by way of testimony to the truth. 
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His life (how much surer witness than the 
most lively death !) was the sign and seal of 
his "acceptance in the Beloved:" his pulpit 
from which he was allowed to proclaim so 
discriminating a portion of the " good tid- 
ings of great joy" within so few hours of 
his dissolution, was the appropriate scene of 
his testimony. A dying man for more than 
four months, and wishing it to he understood 
during that whole season that he was de- 
livering the testimony of one who had 
come as from the grave, and expected 
every day to return to it — ^what could he 
have added to the weight and circumstance 
of this testimony, by an assemblage of weep- 
ing friends and the interrupted breathings 
of expiring nature ? 1 could have been glad 
possibly to see more of the apostle's desire 
to depart— of the " rum tamerepta vita^ quam 
donata mors esse videatur'* — during the last 
few months; and to have heard something 
of the " henceforth there is laid up for 
me a crown of righteousness, which the 
Lord the righteous Judge shall give me in 
that day," at his twelfth hour. But I re- 
press these infirm desires by reminding my- 
self that God is a Sovereign who gives and 
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withholds these choice, superadded gifts, '*as 
it seemeth best to his godly wisdom;" and 
I am permitted even now to see, that in so 
highly favoured a Servant, in so accredited 
a Messenger, in so manifestly dear a Son, 
such fleeting, insubstantial honour was quite 
needless. The want of intenseness and 
ardor in his joy might well be attributed, 
in no inconsiderable degree, to the dead- 
ening influences of his bodily complaint. 
He had peace; he was composed; he 
rejoiced: but he was not rapturous. Un- 
equal and obstructed circulation; a con- 
tinual disposition to accumulation and pres- 
sure upon the brain, accompanied with 
enfeebled digestive powers and with a ner- 
vous system much shattered and deranged; 
will go far towards account in g for a fre- 
quent interruption of spiritual vivacity, and 
for the frequent intrusion of indifference 
and even desolation of mind. But I am 
far from meaning to say, that this was all 
the assignable cause in the present instance, 
or in any instance. "Let him do what 
seemeth him good,*' is the man of God's^ 
reply to every com plaining.suggestion, which 
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would account it hard or strange that he is 
so tried, or that he has not more manifest 
tokens of favour. " Make me desolate or 
make me joyful ; take me when thou willi 
and as thou wilt, with the clouded silence 
of MoseS) or with the glorified energies of 
St. Paul ; only be thou ' magnified in my 
body/ as thou wast in this faithful brother's 
body, ' both by life and by death;' only let 
me ' serve my generation' as usefully as this 
dear brother served i^ ' before I fall on 
sleep:''' will be the salutary improvement 
which this part of my narrative suggests to 
eveiy pious reader. 

I was kindly indulged with the melan- 
choly satis&ction of contemplating the dead 
countenance of my fi*iebd, whom with un- 
affected reverence I would also call my 
&ther, as he lay on his death-bed. It ^as 
only slightly altered : some little traces of 
his disease in his knitted brow gave it an 
air of deep and pen^ve thought; but much 
of the same open, affectionate, benevolent, 
enlarged spirit, which had animsriied it io 
life, still beamed from it. How peaceful 
was that chamber! angels had minc^red 
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there. Is it no more than this, to die ? This 
little is not little. That voice shall never 
awaken sinners more; that hand shall never 
again deal its bread to the hungry. Then 
go thy way from this chamber, and remem- 
ber that though thousands should hang upon 
thy lips, those lips shall soon be silent:' 
though thou shouldest be the instrument of 
saving thousands from perishing, it will profit 
thee nothing except thou hast saved thyself. 
But is this all which now remains of my 
beloved friend? this lifeless bbdy^ which 
shall soon be a perished body? Q! no. 
His spirit has not died with his body. Even 
now he is before the throne of God : angels 
see him, though I see him not. I will go, 
and, tlH'ough his Redeemer's strength, be 
made like him ; that 1 may follow him thi- 
ther where he now is, and, when '* in his 
flesh he shall see God," mine eyes also may 
behold Him! 

Consternation and sorrow were the leel-^ 
ings which pervaded the whole town and 
neighbourhood on the tidings of Mr. Robin- 
son's dearth. All seemed to feel that they 
had lost a friend : many that they had lost 
a father; some that God had taken away 

their id^. 

u 
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Oh Monday^ March 30tb» he was interred 
with much solemnilyy amidst a crowd of 
truly ihouming and deeply attentive $|;>eo. 
tatort* near the Communion Table^ in his 
own churoh. Some of the neighbouriog 
dergy men, to the number of sixteen, united 
in marking their respect for his memory by 
Walking before his corpse. It is scarcely 
pdfisible Co conceive a more affecting si^ 
than that exhibited in the congregation a^ 
seml^d on this interesting occasion. Tbs 
fiiherftl 99fvioe was read by Mr. Wetherall 
and myselli Three appropriate hymnSy 
Qhdbon .fixHn his own selection of ' Psalms 
and Hymns/ were subg irith one commoo 
fosling by the whole muMtude, It wet 
difficult to . put an end to the c^^emobyi* 
The |ie6ple beamed to ding to the ispot^ aad 
to forget that it i^^as a transient (fervice-^tbat 
the body* was left but tiie spirit had fled^ 

On Tuesday evening, Marbb 30th# hia 
faaeral ;Sermon was preadied to an equially 
crowded dudito^, froni Gaiatians uStOi. Jk 
Mi to my lati a distinctnxi of whinh kk thia 
more difltoht recollection I feel mysdf pe^ 
culiariy unworthy^ tx> be the preacher on 
that occ»n«ii. The mftniteii consisted:. chiefly 
of an imperfect sketch of his history and 
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character : im> other topi<?s^ as I conceived^ 
ocHikl b^ interesting ^it such a moment. 
I €ho» the text;, as ascribing the db^ 
tingUished hondur he; had recdi¥ed to its 
true author ; to it^bom friy friend, the im-^ 
mediate^ stibject.of our c(inteinf))aibk)ii9 wouid^ 
ml wdl kii^w; hav^ felt an urgent sc^ioi^ 
tu^ that it ^^d unequivocally and uh<^ 
B^xedly be ascribed. I had imagined, too,' 
tbent I . oflesi > traced ho uiconsiderable t6^ 
semUldooe in dies^rit and chMacti^ of Mri 
Bobinaos, fchou^ not iu his history, tb thsifi 
of ^t. Faub of hiiOQi doubtless, in sbitle inferiol*' 
"di^grfBe, as' of hib great exempliaFy it niighib 
be m^%-^^ And they gkMrtfied Gifd in ml;/^ < 
Iq t^fi cigittfse ofaibrtnight.after lilis ileafeU; 
it was proved to eneiet a tablet to hSs me^ 
OMMyp |thr<ougb the jMrivnte ooBtribatiQiis of 

eisi. Whe« a small toeeting hr the purpose 
of coDsideiring this expedient had ibeenncoQ*. 
Yened«it\t(is .thought more eligible to attempt 
8^ puiblie t^mtmyj io whidi^ the ivjhole town, 
and <eyen mw^ nemote friends^ might unite to 
express the high yenerlktioa they entertained 
for his prificiftles, conduct dnd public ser- 
tioas. il doialeBs liek it to be an obyect«of 

u 2 
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110 small moment, diat this more extended 
and more honourable testimony should be 
borne, not merely to his actions and ex- 
ertions, but to the principles from which 
they flowed. The worshipful the mayor, 
Mr. Alderman Fox, who happened to be 
presenti was kind enough to coni»der the 
wishes of the company present as a suffi* 
cient requisition ; and called a meeting of 
the town at the Guildhall on the Thursday 
following, when resolutions conformable to 
this design were prqx)sed and adopted. 
The result has been a subscription of nearly 
five hundred guineas : of which three hun- 
dred are appropriated to a monument, and 
the residue is to meet such dispositicm as a 
special committee nominated at that general 
meeting may see fit to appoint ; a ^ecific ob- 
ject however being proposed for it;s adoption. 
.. A, subscription was about the ^me time 
opened ibr > the express purpose of assisting 
one . particular member of Mr. Robinson's 
family, whose situation was suppoted to 
require it About five hundred guineas have 
be^n raised for that object ako. 

After some deliberation, Mr. Bacon was 
selected as the artist who shcMild plan and 
execute the intended monuments 
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The principal composition represents the 
late Mr. Robinson receiving his commission 
to preach the Gospel immediately from the 
hands of our Saviour himself) who is re- 
presented as having descended on a cloud, 
and as placing the pastoral crosier in the right 
hand of Mr. Robinson ; whilst He is also 
committing to him the Bible, on the open 
page of which is engraved, " Thh is He who 
came by water and blood/' 

At the upper part of the monument, 
immediately over the principal subject, is 
a small group representing the good Sa- 
maritan raising up the object of his com- 
passion; in allusion to that active bene- 
volence, by which Mr. Robinson was so 
eminently distinguished. 

At the under part of the monument im- 
mediately below the inscription table is a 
medallfon representing a shepherd and his 
flock, illustrative of the ministerial office. 
In the back-ground of this small medallion 
is a represent£U;ion of St. Mary's church. 

The whole of this sculptural part of the 
monument, together with the inscription, is 
executed in the purest statuary marble, and 
is placed against a pyramidical back-ground 
of polished black marble. 
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In proceeding to the more particular con- 
sideration of Mr. Robinson^s MINISTRY, 
with a view to forming a correct estimate of 
its merits, I begin with remarking, that his 
pre-eminence consisted in the high degree 
of excellence to which he attained in all 
the several parts of his extensive office, 
rather than in the exalted superiority with 
which he fulfilled any single department. 
He not only preached well, but catechised 
well; not only preached and catechised 
well, but was assiduous and skilful in 
visiting the sick, kind and active in per- 
sonating the character of a friend and father 
to his people, the zealous superintendant 
of public institutions, the patient hearer, 
adviser and helper of those who sought 
admittance, however unseasonably, into his 
presence. Some have equalled, a few, it 
may be, have surpassed him, in each of 
these exercises distinctly considered ; but I 
should question whether any individual in 
any age, '^ has made fuller proof of his mi* 
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nistry** in these combined exercises, which 
constitute the useful parish priest of a po- 
pulous town. 

To PREACHING he always assigned the 
throne in the various and distinct offices of 
his ministry* *' Preach the word:'* this hfe 
considet^'as the main article of hk com- 
mission, which the nearest of the rest 
followed at a long interval. ** It is well," he 
would say, " to visit ; it is well to show kind- 
ness, to make friendly ; to instruct at home, 
to instruct at their own houses ; to educate 
the children ; to clothe the naked : but the 
pulpit is the seat of usefulness ; souls are to 
be confverted and to be built up there : no ex- 
ertion must be allowed, which may have the 
effect of habitually deteriorating this ; what^ 
ever else is done should be with the design and 
hope of making this the more effective.'* The 
word of God fully justifies him in this ex- 
alted estimate of the ordinance of preaching. 
It is " by the foolishness of preaching** that 
God has been pleased to '^ save them that 
believe." " The preaching of the cross is to 
them that perish foolishness, but unto us 
that are saved, it is the power of God." 
^' Whom we preachy warning every man 
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foid teaching every man/' " Go ye into all 
the world and preach the Gospel to every 
creature/' " So, as much as in me lies, I 
aiyi ready to preach the Gospel to you that 
pre at Rome also/' Why should one part 
of our excellent institution of public worship 
be made adverse, by corapariBon, to another? 
Praying; however excellent the form and 
substance, will not supersede the necessity 
of preaching, nor preaching the necessity 
of pmyer. They are help^neets to each 
other. But if it be asked i6rom which of 
the two we are to expect the greater 
e^icacy, we mqst answer, ' fi'oin the hithr 
fiilly preached word/ Iodeed» we preach 
th^t m^n may be brought to pray; and 
we pray, that w« may not preach i» vatp^ 
EKperience too, howtever wie way cod* 
dtfUin much of the spiitit whence th« habit 
and opinion pnocefed; concuits with spriptur« 
t^itnoay in giving the preHsminence to 
'' speech and preaching,'' when conducted 
** in the demonstraiioo of the spirit and c^ 
power /' nor is it found practicable to a«h 
semble worshippers in any proportionate 
nttmbers, where preaching is not united with 
prayer. 
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Mr. Robinson well knew the weight of 
this " hammei*," which he was to lift up 
and to let fall ; the penetrating, kindling, 
purifying, cheering nature of this *' fir^*' 
which be was to keep alive and to diffiise* 
To ** do the work of an evangelist'* he must 
have correct views of that gospel which he 
was to preach. *' Take heed unto thyself 
and to the doctrine/' In his visitation ser- 
mon which he preached from this text, and 
preached at alate period of life, he stated wha:t 
he considers to be the essential principles of 
a christian minister, without expressly men- 
tioning some of those weighty Nicies of the 
&itii5 which it was well known that he 
;c<H*dially embraced* In this act of forbear- 
abce he gave proof of his candour : he did 
not cpnciiive every doctrine which he main- 
ts^ed^ occasionally enfereed> and Ibbnd 
€ontributi\'e ' to the comfoct and vell-^'ng 
of his own soul^ to be indispensable to saU 
Vation, or to the fidelity and soundness of 
pastoral instruction. But his own system was 
round and fiA\. He designated his opinions, 
by a tei*m which he also applied to those of 
a lcu*ge number of his brethren with whom 
lie njosfc closely united in sentim^ut, ^' mo- 
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DERATBD Calvinism." He Called himself 
" A MODERATE C ALViNisT ;" adopting this 
short title, as one which, though not ex- 
plicitly and precisely, yet with due regard 
to the imperfectness of familiar speech, con- 
veyed a just impres^on of his discriminating 
principles. He meant to have it understood, 
that he did not draw his opinions from the 
writings of John Calvin, though they ap- 
proached more nearly to those of that 
venerable reformer, than of any other mere 
human teacher whom he could specify : he 
meant to have it understood, that he did not 
hold all Calvin's opinions; from some he 
abstained altogether, there were others which 
he received neither to the full extent, nor 
in the exact form in which Calvin taught 
them. He yielded to custom in this giving 
and assuming of an human master's name ; 
a custom, which, though not without its 
evils, has the advantage of ^^onveying some 
general distinctions of sentiment, in few 
words. 

But we are not to be allowed this expres- 
sion, it seems : ** Moderate Calvinist, is a con- 
tradiction in terms; if you tell me you are a 
Calvinist, I understand you ; if you tell me 
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you are no Calvinist, I understand you ; but 
if you tell me you are a * Moderate Calvi* 
nist/ meaning hereby to shrink from the in* 
defensible conclusions to which some of your 
professed principles lead you ; I chaise you 
with being unintelligible an<i un&ir/' — It has 
been said by politicians, that no man is fairly 
chai^able with consequence and con<» 
elusions, which he disclaims and denies. 
Why may not a similar consideration be ap> 
plied to questions of abstruse theological doc- 
trine? Why may I not be allowed to aver, 
that I hold this principle and I hold that prin- 
ciple ? but if you press me into this and that 
conclusion from these principles, I stop short 
I do not see it necessary to push these prifi^' 
ciples to their conclusions, or I do not seQ 
that these ccmclusions necessarily result from 
the premises ; or, if they do, I am content 
then to be inconsistent : I see my way thua 
£u and no farther; here will I hold, let 
what may come after. — I believe many of 
those who have such objections to ' Mo- 
derated Calvinism/ are themselves, in fact 
if not in name, * Moderiated Arminians f at 
least they would disclaim conclusions which, 
may as logically be deduced from their ac- 
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knowledge fnndfplesN The truth ^ is^ we 
mdA forhesx on these subjects. The.serip- 
ture has so declared them^ that oiodefatiQii ia 
xmr statements seems to be the trdeei: wifr* 
dom, and ibrfaeaianoe in judging those who 
have not just &e same /nind, a acriptural 
exeKise of candour. We may be allowed 
in the mean time to maintain^ each &at 
himself^ that there is far less difficidty 
in explaining passages of the diriue word 
^ which seem to militate agaioflt his fitvourt 
)te hypothesis in consistency with it, tibin 
qm the opposite side. I remetiib^ to havie 
been much impressed with ian uncoodeoted 
Qhs€^ati(Hi of Mf. Robios^'s, wlx^h Jbe 
n(iade to mei- a feur yews* ago, wjb^a lie «()- 
pQar«^ to bsfv« be«D f^volvtng: bb opioMno 
aneWr after reading some dbarp oonixfy' 
TfiRvU treatises: *'tkisy m^ s^y^wifhat the^ 

l^ower to. embrace it* One maa embraces, another re^ 
jects. Whence is the difference ? Fropi man certainly. 
'Hien God is no longer sovereign— Nor* is boasting ex- 
dhid0d« That iff/imienmdl of mao's^ which makes ithe di^ 
feren^e, destroys die apostle's conclusiou. " Where is 
boasting then? It is excluded." But the objector disr 
dhifnto this concluston-— and why should I drive hhn to 
hi 
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please ; there are difficulties quite as gteat 
on their side as on ours/' . « 

Hotvever, whether wie be Allowed the 
term or hot, Mr. Robiusan S|f>oke of himsejf-^ 
considered himself-^-exlMbtted himself botfar 
in the pulpit and in the press^-as a ' !ft|o^ 
deAate CALviiNisT/ He did nbt wish *« 
say one word mc^e^ nor could he brin'g^ 
binjself to say one word }e5$> dmn the atM 
ticles of c»ir church, interpreted according' 
to their broad and palpable mtenmg^ 
which * be always rigidly contended wd9 
Calvinistic rather than of any other school^' 
declared ibr him. (He ^ had rather a dik^ 
reUsdi both' to the idei and to the term ^f siA 
gemris^' to applied to die^ dbbtrinal "^m^ 
dples of the Charch of England^ nor did 
he approve the qualifyifig es^ression ^ ^»w« 
than my otketf* he dedomintited tibeih witfrt 
oiit any r^tricting or modifying <inti^iqp^ 
latiooi *^ Cakinistia'/) I .^lai afafict hbdMtnity^ 
with these^^ as he understood them/ he 
preached and wrote* He mamtained th^ 
uoiYersairextfeme, tolal^r deprapity of il»n*.2 
that, he was very i&r gone^ ^^ qukm img^f-* 
sin^f' from onginal righteousness; that his 
had 00 pQfwer of himself to repent and 
turn to God* He tracied all this evil iip 
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to the fall, *and left it there. I never 
heard him express a decided opiDion even 
in priirate, mudi less in his public teaeb- 
logs, which coidd ctetermine whether bis 
tiews were those c^ the SuUapsarian, or 
Skipralapsarian : I think he was to he ad* 
mired for keeping closely within the express 
tertimony of scripture, and for exercising 
that command over himself which enabled 
hknto suspend his judgment when the trudi 
dki not explicitly direct it The salvaticm 
«f man he ascribed wholly and unmixedly 
ta the sovereign and super-^abounding grace 
of God; who was under no obligation at all 
to provide a Saviour for his sel^destroyed 
c^ieatures. He thought sone teachers were 
too much in a hurry to bring 'forward the 
xemedy ; thereby leaving ground for a sus* 
pkion that God would have been unjust in 
taking vengeianoe cm all, and for a presump- 
tion that He was in a manner constrained to 
devise and exercise mercy. ^* Jesus Christ, 
the same yesterday, to-day and for ever;'' the 
co-etemal and co-equalSonof the everlasting 
Father; very God of very God ; was the great 
omtre in which all the various lines of his 
widely extended doctrine met and harmo^^ 
nised. He maintained the doctrine of uni- 
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vef^l redemptioD,. whilst he admitt^di ihei 
its benefiis were applied wh<Jly .tiifQugh 
the gift of the Spirit, which. God bestoif^ 
absolutely and irresfi^ctiyely, ^* aftf^r th* 
couosel of hi& own will." Thus he was oot 
§md, of the distinction between ^i^a^ 
and efficient, as applied to the: blood of 
Christ; nor of that between *na^M:9Pd 
Tnwal incapacity ; nor of the r^^plresentation 
tibat Christ had certain peculiar ol^*^ts:(^ 
hk love,; whom he contemplated in his pre- 
cious: bloodTsheddi^g, and for whom' hjt 
might peculiarly be said to die. 'f Why 
contemplate these points at 'all/' he w6u]i4 
say: ^' why not say, ' he died to take away 
the sins of the world;' 'he diedibr all;* '.he 
feasted death for every man ?' Here is eyil x 
here id a remedy; enough for all, I pmpose 
it to all/'— Howheit, he spake much of ti^ 
bovenant All the love of iGod.to ,&HeB' 

 

man is of covenant; the fruit of etmial 
counsel ; the everiasting purpose «(^tbe.evt^r 
lasting Three : by which the .cufse jb ntitir 
gated td ill ; by which a fuU ransom is pai^ 

for countless, nameless millions, aod infkiit9i»- 
super-aboiin^mg mercies, both bodily an4 
spiritual, both tempofal and eten^UfV^' 
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IniufiBgly Mcmed by ^t» w^ aad 
of tte vmOmmgtaMt I AM. Tbk pcfaond 
«lBOIioii ttod fini penefeniace of tbe saorts 
lie ofiMfmrooaUf i miirtMund ; never «1> 
loiTdig MtDMif to gaiMay tfieoi ena bjr 
vnplkaitkMD, i^eii i^andag st or ekprcalf 
WBtttbg them, lud aonetoBtt |wanng, ^ 
fimdo^ dad eaferdi^ them at taofe. The 
liiMftrine <]f rtpMbatkn he new wmomei, 
voA i qmedtiMi wh^hcv he a i tewmi hiiii8cif 
i» ikTitur to flolBcrfte to it : tbsi^ beapafat 
itf*'' then thtit iaro lost;" of thaw ^ left t» 
ik/etneelyWf** ci thoK ** "^jwea cmr to a vc^ 
hmbMemind." Bat he feit no miriction in 
UddiKmcig himitlf to his hlkm-asanets: ke 
«M«dei«d thatmM wers tDbedeak mMbfaf 
th«fr miruEfter as iotdieetaal beings; wlmn 
^Oi^eKlandiBg, dfibtU an s a^ oraaaienafe 
were capable -ef b^ig interested -by aidcmii 
appeal^ i^uch he left «irith the Spirit^ God 
to moke iefiboliaai» urittioot faring to pso- 
«aibe How> iHnd, or to wfaook Jit m-hoiB 
indeed, ttmi be aoted his ooimrtiDti iis£ the 
fwtror of pnadiingi He "wovH h&te aH 
htM ; th«»e vflert noae of rnshoHi he dSA not 
li»pe» that heaiiii^ they noighftiliM; then 
wn« Mme of wbMi he judgvfl it aopcp^ 



/ 
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flaous Hi^tbey should hear: but itinsTK 
heea«e« ill this ymy laore than anjr )Ci:bcr 
he '' waited for the proiiAise <>f t^ FatiifeV^ 
f^^^ing to .Aefoar mnds to coniteaiii 
hHmtheiupask tbedlam^andiaiMteitbe reirtr^sd. 
, ^ TIpo great obfilaclesy'' ob he wMl mmarhs 
in his Ykitatiott :Serino», '' seen at ooce te 
hsit the 4iuatcix of raorcji towards &U«n 
IBMii utitkr the diCN«ikik)n of a jastand hoiy 
God. How shaU eatisfactkm be niade to 
4» ikifinite Beiof for his guiki How sfaaH 
the undeaii be imde meet for His pre- 
«eifeC6 ?'^' Both tfaase. ob^des are remonred 
by the ''compete'' tfalMttioti c^ Jjesas Christy 
Not ooty dow His pMscious bloodHshetMio^ 
4dt(atise from all guilt, but His perfected ligb^ 
leoQsness gives a tide .to rieward ; not oilly 
mte the siafiii* vietitaQB of eternal fire dothed 
wfith dgfatQcyu»e9B astd nuade hdrs of eteriial 
i^my^ but the filthf;^ the dboamuMe^ 1^ 
idolatrom are ffinie mdet §at the iohefti- 
tanceof lheMwteii»I^bfk9 ca/pableof eaji^« 
ing, aa well as worthy toier^df, the pneienoe 
of God Mid iof hifidTig^ls, aiid of the Lflimb: 
^p^he man^eUow aiid haiiijUeemed reeom^ 
fiiense of His dbodiaDoe ymin ideotfi.' Mr. Bo*^ 
|nnKi»\«^i»aoefHfconM(l8iRG^ to iliiniiiaiiMiti 

x2 
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what tome have thought tbit the ncr i| it iiw » 
do notso pointed^ dJatHigiiwh, the eMeacf 
c£ibeSaL^kmfs aciwe mad pgsiwe obed]«io& 
JngtifiratJen, a rtate of entire and meii* 
timoiB.aooeiitanoey obtained by ftith ooij, 
withoot.the.deeds.of the law, and when 
tibtaioed never losti — that fidth, the g^ and 
work of God in the humam soul-^^sanct^ 
oitioQ the flteiling evidence of jnstificatioQ, 
'^. of the operaticm of the Spirit -of Gk)d'* 
only, ccHnmeDcing with regeneration, (which 
is quite distinct and separable fix>m bap- 
.tism,) variable but progressive in aH God's 
accepted servants, to be sought and to be 
carried on by the diligent use of all . the 
updated means of grace, and by ^jwdboh^ 
ful^^sel^enying,. self*govemed and firuitfiil 
walk — ^these were the fundamental [Mincij^ 
of his doctrine. IBiy enlarged views of dK 
lierfections of God — hy^ vigorous and heart> 
affectmg statements of the spirituality of the 
divine law— by minute repifsentations . of 
the works of the flesh and of the. fraks of 
the Spirit— by lively portraits .<^ the relative 
duties-'-of the spiritual conflict, of the^^fripe^ 
seiitand^rnalniisery of the wicked, ofithe 
fwesent privileges and everiasting glories of 
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righteoas, whidh vary in degree, though 
they be exquisite and abuiidaot uhtb ^^ ev^ry 
son whom God receiveth" — and, finally, by 
E'^ complete dievelopement of the grace, 
power, dominion^ glory, and various offices 
of Christ: he endeavoured to ^' root and 
to biiild up,-' to " stablish, strengthen, 
settle** his hearers in these fundamental 
principles of his doctrine, which he knew 
to be '* not a vain thing for them, but their 
Kfer 

It was a favourite consideration with him 
when he heard a preacher, indeed he car- 
ried it into every thing which passed heSxe 
bis eyest, or met his ears, ^^ cut bono?** what 
good is this to do? nor did he &il to put 
this question rigidly to himself, in all his in- 
tended ministrations. Thje result was, that 
he might be justly characterized, as 'emi* 
nently a practical preacher. Generally, he 
had much of evangelical doctrine in his 
sermons ; sometimes he was experimental ; 
but he was always practical. Never did 
he discuss a doctrine without drawing from 
it strict (Hectical conclusions, and closely 
applying them to the coracience ; never did 
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he detail diriatian experienee witfHmt npea- 
fically pcmtiag out ks practiiail imdencieB; 
often, be entered very nmittftdiy and par- 
tieidariy iato a fidl «ad heartrwarehing de- 
Telopemeot of distioet parts of dfatjr t id-* 
flDmuoh that soioe of his heaiers who <fid 
oot greatly approve his doctrioal opinionB 
were led highly to extel his mioistry, as 
heiogrejdefe with aaeflrl' Ibmiyy instradien* 
Such were the priobiples^ by the due 
admixture and exhibition of which, he was 
to exerciae taa art and folfil its ofajeets. 
These implements and mtensils of his trade 
he not only had by him, es in the workshop^ 
but m him as a living man, ^ rooted and 
grounded and settled/' whieh he could caH 
forth and embody on demand. He could 
truly testify with those great masters of his 
art, *' I am not adbamed of the gospel el* 
Christ ; for it is the power of God onto salva* 
tion to every one that hebevetb ; to the Jew 
firrt, and also to the Oreek."^ '^ We speak that 
we do know, and testify that we have seen/^ 
'* I believed and therefore will I speak/' It 
was this manifest experienee of the truth in 
his own soul, and the confidcmee to whfdb 



it naitoraliy ^ve. b«r^, that QOQstkmtj^^r 
much of tbe charm ftd4 pQww Qf hH 

preachlogr* 

But libough hit m^emls wete so 8tini|>l^ 
(in fiiqt, we have bat few thln^ t(> ^ ; thft 
f0sp«l is almost m « nttt^shie)! ; nmmd ^mii 
pttmrn-ed by Chriit $ or, ** Jesi^kr ^h» Christ* 
Iktt Sion of the livii^ Cnod;") he contrived t4 
l^re an air of much vari^y to his fnifmt^v 
He exhibitod the s^une^lwciad truths iu many 
Ibnitt. BoctriuQ^ pnecept, warmag^ pro. 
mise» privikgQ^ du^ji, a«crame»ts. mor^l 
rales^-Jnidmcih tbeir w^ll-^^ppctetion^d sh«ff« 
to his immslratiotit^ suoc^ediE^ tQ eaich otheit 
in due lime imd oidoTt Sometini^ he 
Kroukl «xJbibit truth in plain itol«m«Qt, 
aosnetiitieA i& figure; s«iaieituQ«s be w^uld 
sdiiow ita illustration ioaparahte, sptmitimm 
be would elifiift it m the.ftwm ef inlbr^nQci 
fitom a miracle ; sometimes he would su19n 
i^ntiate sin m gt««« ma ^ripture cbar^ 
racier, fiom«tira«i h» vrou^d olu^idfll^ ^ 
prophecy; sometkoea he would pre^ob 
the go^wl from QUI X><mi'» movitbf wim^ 
iamm £rotn St PauFs$. now he would show 
the Saviour io a type as '' H« w]»ch shonid 
come ;'' j^^mwiiij, as '^ Chrisfc our paMCjvex 



/' 



313 SOME ACCOUNT 

which was sacrificed for us/' not iii 
Egypt but on Mount Calvary. But in 
no way did he so much secure variety to 
his ministrations, as by adopting enlarged 
(>lahs of exposition. He coni^ered that he 
had three sermons to preach every week in 
the same churchy and to many of the same 
heat-ers. If he .would not be tedious by 
appearing to be saying always the same 
things, he must force his mind iiitd wide 
excursions: and how could he do thismcte 
safely than by making scripture his guide 
aAd his path ? . Taking his ^ matter chiefly 
from the sacred text^' and going step hy 
i$tep with the sacred text, he would at least 
have all ' the variety which God has seea <fit 
to bestoW upon his people ; and his va- 
rious subjects of iQi^uction woukli come 
in that course which the Spirit of God had 
jtidgeli to be most instructive. Thus^too^ if 
he were honest, he would show the mind 
of the Lord,: not his I own mind;, God, 
more thah man, would be the teacher; ;« he 
would make himself and his stated a|ten- 
dants "mighty in the Scriptures;" the re- 
kuive importance of the; several* parts .of 
divine truth would be determined and se- 



( 
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cured by a better director tban his oWo 
choice; his own views and the views of those 
whom he taught would be expanded and 
corrected by trackig the com^tion^ scope* 
and pervading argument of the seycml 
parts. How different does any single text 
appear when examined in connection with 
those about it, and in compaigson with 
others ! How difBcult will it be to; mislead 
those, who have ascertained, that it is not so 
much the words of a particular verse, 83 the 
general strain of inspired argument, which 
establishes the received doctrine ! 

Influenced by these and similar cen- 
sidarations, it was his custoni to preach two 
of his three weekly sermons upon the, ex- 
pository plan : and in this method be passed 
through a very considerable portion . of: thie 
whole volume of scripture, in his Sunday 
morning and Tuesday evening sermons. 
His sermons on Scripture Characters, which 
were preached 'on the . Sunday morfiing, 
might be coni»dered as so many expositions 
of large porticMis of scripture. His plan of 
discoursing upon the several principal events 
recorded in .the Pentateuch, from the crea- 
tion to the establishment of the Israelites in 
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Ommuhi, might be considered as of dkeseme 
kind. But bendes these^ he expressly^ and 
▼erse \>y veise, commented upon att the 
Apostolic EpiskleS) most of them twice oY^t, 
upon the Book of Job^ tibe Ptelms^ the Goa* 
pel of St. Jchn and the Acts of the Aposdes; 
His method in these eiiposttioiifli, I sbouM 
have been disposed to tUnk a littte exeep* 
tionable ; at least as applied to some of die 
sabfects. They vrete rather sermons upon 
so many vefses, than expontions of the text 
and argument; The most correct viesr of 
expository preaching seems to represent it 
as a shewing forth, in the way of expkinatton 
amd elucidation, of the saored text ; with such 
improvemeot as itnatnrally sug^ests^ brought 
hiNne t;o the conscience and mad^ capable 
of use. Correct interpretation of terms, 
dear statements of argument, just exhibi- 
tions of doctrine and (Hrecept, with ckm 
practical application, seem to constatnte its 
several parts. To this end the porticNi should 
in general be large and full, imd the matter 
m it, not fetched from far. Mr. Rc^inson's 
expositions were not always squared to thk 
view. His poriimiis were minute; he introf 
dueed ibreieii matter ; he preached radier 
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tlmn ttiBgfati-^I t^ouid mabe tihis remafk 
lioireTfer i ^ith ' maoh reserve: I have 
9oarcefy mdtemli^ oh which to form a €sx* 
net judgment^ aad I doubt not that fae 
Qoold ^ivte^a very satisfactc^ am^wer to my 
objeotidn tf he were at hand to state it. B^- 
sides« J.hare the testiinony of a fttend, for 
whose decisnoa I hate a»'high yeasra»^aiioQ| 
aiMi who possessed ample meaos of ibriBki^ 
a judgment^ haying assisted him for s<>me 
tfane as his eurate; that in exposition his 
pecoliar exceUence as a pteftcber shoae 
foitli* ^ In his sermons/' said my bbasryer^ 
^ he was sometimes dilKise^ and said more 
than be needed to say ; but in his expflsitiofii 
there was neither too mwh nor too little; 
it was every thing just as itdsootd be." 

Exposition most not stand alone. It is 
by a judicious admixture of preaclni^f wkh 
expoun^g, that the ends of our ministry 
will most efficaciously be secured, Mr# 
Robinscm was fiilfy aware of this^ and re- 
aesved one of hk three weekly dwctosse^ 
Iw this more popular and empasi^ohtdkiDid 
of exca:4^iae. BoC hero ein, for similar reaf 
SOBS, bd fiteqnently priosecuted a. coura^* 
Tims he at different timea pffeaiebed a semes 
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of 49ennoiifl on the Creed, the Lord's Prayer, 
the Ten Commandments, the Thirty^ne 
articles, the Parables, the Miracles, the ser- 
mon on the mount and some others of oiir 
Lord's > discourses, Prophecies of Christ, 
Types, &c. Sometimes also, he took a par- 
ticular chapter, or portion of scripture, and 
preached a number of sermons in connec* 
tion, from it ; as Isaiah liii. Iv. I Cor. xiii; 
Ephes. vi« 10-18. Rev. ii. iir. &;c. See. More 
generally, he selected a single text, in which 
he was guided by what he conceived to be 
the particular wants of his congregation : 
what they had lately heard, and what they 
had not heard ; evil calling for caution ; 
deifect, requiring exhortation ; occasion de- 
manding judgment and advice ; * distress 
supplicating for consolation ; always how- 
ever observing, as he once told me, to keep 
as far as he could firom the subject and topics 
ofhis morning sermon. '' 

Jn the arrangement of his matt^ he ob- 
served strict order and method : he usually 
divided his sul^gect into two, or at most four 
heads; which again he subdivided, keeping 
tliem all perfectly distinct, and for the most 
part expressly mentioning his main siibdivi* 
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sioas as well as his leading heads, but leaving 
some minuter ramifications . unexpressed, 
though oasefiilly noted. He often used 
divisions in his expository sermons; and 
in his sermens on detached texts pre^ 
ferred the .textual^ to what Is called the 
topical method. Let hjs text be '^ Buy the 
truth and sell it.Bot/^ What are the main 
points contained in this text? Here is / the 
truth' — * to be bought;* — ' not to be soldi,*— ^e^ 
would he his main divisions. It was his me- 
thod, to introduce the subject by some gene- 
ral remarks of varied kdgth; then to prooeled 
imn(iediately to his diyisionii andchief matter^ 
without paying much regard to the cc»i- 
nection of ^he wprds ; to apply each head 
distinctly^ (he entitled his^method , the me- 
thod c^ continual application ;) and in the 
'^concluflioOf to address distinct characters 
,ii;ith suitable exhortation, caution, and re- 
proof He did not approve the method of 
leavii^ application to the end. '^ You had 
been, half an hour" (he once said to.me) 
\* without one word directly aimed at the 
,C9ii^$ience.'' ^^ It^ was one of his peculiar 
'.talents/' (as a judicious itiend writes to me) 
^^to arreist the conscience ki a mostdose and 
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iferoible miobcr ;'' and this takmt he amrar 

Jaicliip ID a napkin, from the begiimii^ tx> 

iheeadof hisBermcm: it iv^as always ia on. 

His acgonieDtatiOQ, the materiais of In 

'dweourse* coii»sted of plain^ irhoksome, 
sbMd topicsi drawn irom tb& resdorem of 
ids <ywD mind, 6^m ))rau3ticat cbminentateM 
wid prodentcommon IlfiB writei^, but loaiiiijr 
^m an accurate a&d i^teimiiira knowled^ 
^scripture: .'■'■ x 

^ AttS'M fats stretygth from Mtipttire ^ew^ 
T^ Iroarlj use ii|i|>ttcdb'V 

He ti0t only qudted, 6«t gav^ tn^cii Off t^ 
attbglance of scriptore in hk denlMtis^ the 
matter of scriptore withiAit the woitds; he 
^reeited «nuch without refferrin^; anad he ^es- 
|»«sidj by chai|D«er and r^tm tdfesred ^ften. 
Me told me he ha4 learned tiiia kMer 
4aibk fi*em t^ obsecration of aai agied 
Nearer;' '^ there is a greaik deal of tttriptiRie, 
rnVf in your sdrmoiM; : bM ycUi do* Aot lefi ii|s 
^where.*^ He, in confiequeiyce, bi^qdlost^KCs 
formally ^wfaeret^r he xmdid «oiilfom amy 
poin^t of doctrine ;• Ua he iiad Also an happy 
talent, «as you may j^ge from his ^wnliiMg*, 
of iritl-odiacing'^ptave pMsagesby nhtf erf* 
ilhislTaitiRg and enlivening, where lie#d«ot 
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vraHt to prove ; and in soch eases he 
not refer. But he -was v^ry- sOfOpulous in 
cfttotnog, to quote correctly; he cooid not 
Midure a careless citatiim: and on this ao 
eomit never tnssted his memory in a quo*- 
tatMin which he deemed important, birt 
always read the teact as it stecicls* He ob^ 
jected siso to an aiCGumulatioa of texts ; '^one 
or twvs^' he woiiki smf, ^<n as good as an him^ 
dred/^ I think he seldom named more than 
tiirtte^ w «jt most four textts, in confirmatioii 
of odie poifit; Hie <lid SKat possess mii«h 
or^nafity of cxMcepfcion^ be adofited tbe 
commonly received interpretatiDn without 
exploring' it critically. He had little imagi- 
nation; and in preaching did not usually 
exercise hiii fMOWears ^ familiar iUu^bwltilsA : 
I say» dill not asaaUy exercise his pokvton^ 
because it appeared from odber parts of his 
«^e that he had theni^ if 1» had seen M to 
cuttiiratis^and call them fevth. When he a{^ 
pearetilD aim at being pathetic, he did nait 
succeed Ikie best« His nmst aAedting pathos 
Was thfltt which arose from genuine, invohin^ 
tairy, not excited feeik^, which he dearly 
had in his l»^east, and to which his couiite- 
nance and manner bare witness. But with 
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litHe invention and no fimcy, no grandeur 
of genius and no lively touches of sensibility, 
he contrived always to exdte and; to please, 
whilst he convinced and instructed his 
hearers. The truth is, the eflfect which he 
produced by his pubUc addresses was inder 
pendant of these natural powers, and arose 
chiefly from the comprehension with, which 
he embraced all the impcxTtant points be- 
longing to his subject; from his talent of se* 
lection by which he avoided unsavouriness 
and prolixity; from his good senae,quick^n<ed 
with accurate knowledge of mankind, wl«^h 
suggested topics generally interesting and 
affecting; from the unquestionable veracity 
and authoritative firmness of his; statement^; 
and from his undoubted, indisputiBible perso- 
nal honesty, his zeal for his Master and his 
love for his kind. 

His language « was simple, conspicuous 
and forcible, occasionally elevated, never 
low; the collocation of his words quit<^ na- 
tural ; their meaning obvious. He told, oie 
once with great satisfaction, a poor mem hp/d 
complimented him that morning by saying 
'^ he was the poor man's friend ; fqr IhqA 
the poor bould always understand him/^ 
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I should have been inclined to doubt this, 
if fact were not all against me; for he some- 
times used what might be cdA\ed hard words ; 
buthe maintained that "itwasnotthe words— 
they would guess at an hard word or two- 
it was the structure of sentence and cast of 
thought which made thie meaning obscure/' 
I think he derived considerable advantage, 
in this respect, from the deliberateness and 
distinctness of his^ articulation, from the regu- 
larity of his method, and from the simplicity 
of his thought and argument. 

He was the man of authority : he stood 
firmly, looked every man firmly to his face-^ 
isometimes deeper than his face — and spake 
firmly, as cme who had lio dtfubt, and could 
allow nadoabt, of the truth he declared/but 
whdkhew it to be of Godj eternal, invincible, 
immutable, " the power of God and the 
wisdom of God," for their salvation. His 
T0ice was sometimes harsh from overstrained 
efibrt, and sometimes disappointed the feel- 
ings by too sudden variations. In his latter 
years' it was observed, that he had radier 
ebore of gesture than formerly, and that he 
did. not' excel in the use of it. But this fault, 
if iit existed, was compensated by that more 

Y 
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Qiellowed grace ia his matter, which had all 
the richness and ripeness of autumn. 

During the 6i^t i»ey»ti yeai^ of his minislry 
he composed all his sermons before preadi- 
4ng, and delivered them without alteration 
or addition, from the manuscripts he had 
prnpan^. After that periods he usually 
preached from short notes; which con- 
tained the main divisions of bis subject, and 
a sketch of all the leading ideas which he 
meant to introduce, together with his for- 
mal references to scripture. He was led to 
this latter, practice, w he always dei^red, 
by dire necessity. Having many we^;iity 
isBgagements and many unc^r(»ain inteim^ 
tians in the course of the w«f^k, he wtu 
pneyented from applying himself to dbe 
composition^of his ^uiKiay's sermons > till the 
noon of Saturday ; he ooi^ld not »be 9e«iii^ 
from avocations evj^ti duriqg the xemaindw 
of 3 that day; often he vms called to eome 
parodnal duty in the evening, the effeet c^ 
whick^was to. keep him at work to a lalae 
Iraiikr of^he n^ht, or rather to a late hour of 
the morning. His health sulPeredfixm this 
habifc; ^d not unfireqnently hys Sunday ww 
a day ofdisease and pain, from ^tkmShxaty 
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to which he was liable in his bowels. What 
was to be done ? He had acquired some fe- 
ciKty in speaking without book by the private 
and public exercises of his college life, by 
his family worship, his custom of talking and 
praying with the sick, and especially by his 
services at the Infirmary ; where he had tor 
three years delivered an uncomposed exhor- 
tation thrice a week. He determined there- 
fere, that with the divine blessing he would 
attempt preaching from notes. No attempt 
could be made more gradually; no person 
was by nature, education, and habit more 
ftiUy authorized in making the experiment. 
He would have added for himself, that in no 
case was thfere a more pressing necessity for 
avoiding the fetigue and exhaustion of close 
sitting and elaborate composition. He pre- 
p9rpd hm way, or rather, he aflerwards 
^r«ngthened his groui^ with his hearers 
and with the public, by an * Essay on Preach- 
ing ; wherein is conadered the expediency 
of using or of laying aside a written prepa- 
radafi for the pvilpit;' which he published 
wttiboat his name. 

The argument on both sides of this diffi« 
ciak and oomplex question is ably and can* 

y2 
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didly stated in this tract: nor does be 
venture to draw a decisive coricliisioo» at 
least not as applicable to all cases; thougb 
it is plain to which side he inclines. An 
unprejudiced inquirer will be disposed to 
maintain, that in some situations extempore 
preaching should by no means be attempt- 
ed; that in others it may safely and wisely 
be attempted ; that the written sermon and 
the extempore address have each their ap- 
propriate advantages; that whether the 
sermon be written or not written, it must 
be preceded by much devout and diligent 
preparation of the heart and head. But 
under a favourable conjuncture of circum- 
stances, we may fairly expect that the ex- 
tempore speaker will prove himself the 
more effectual agent, if impression be the 
great effect to be sought from preaching. 
Mr. Robinson taught his people to relish 
either; and to consider book, or no; book, 
as one of those circumstantials in the ful- 
filment of the ordinance which was of se- 
condary, or rather of no moment. In his 
honest judgment, however, he certainly 
prcfferred a sermon preached from short 
notes, after due preparation, to one wholly 
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written. Sometimes too, he was apt to 
speak a little disparagingly of written ser- 
mons, as the " ready cut and dried ;" and 
it was his counsel to a friend in whom he 
thought he could confide, ". if you preach 
extempore, you must be content now and 
then to be thought, and called, and to feel 
yourself a fool, but in the main, taking due 
pains, your foolishness . will be the foolish- 
ness of God/' He would at the same time 
recommend very cautious steps; *' let no 
man attempt to preach without book, till he 
has patiently written all, and the whole of 
his discourses for seven years : let him then 
begin sparingly and gradually/' There are 
objections however to this sage advice ; the 
ihan who has been accustomed to the pre- 
cision of strict composition for seven years, 
and has not allowed himself hitherto in any 
extemporaneous attempts, will in general be 
so disgusted with his first essays, as to for- 
bear fi*om all farther efforts in despair. The 
judicious Mr. Cecil's advice was contraty ; 
" beginat once; take the ease and pliancy 
of youth into the formation of your habit." 
Mr. Robinson was successful from the first. 
He frequently meQtioned the fear and 
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trembling with which he had ealled upon 
Mr. W. Ludlam after some of his more 
early performances in this kind. He told 
the story to shew how in£idequate a judge 
the speaker is of his own address. He had 
been preaching two sermons on the ^ pa^ 
rable of the talents:' with the first he bad 
been highly dissatisfied; with the second 
greatly elated. Mr. Ludlam spoke favour- 
ably of the first, but expressed his disap[Nno« 
bation of the latter. After comparing aotes^ 
Mr. Robinson broke out into an exclama^ 
tion, *< Well! I will never judge my work 
again by my own feelings, either during the 
performance or on the review of it/'— I caiH 
not however but think, as I have often goih 
tended with him, that a fair dealing man is 
at last the best estimator of the merits and 
demerits of his own sernum. 

Doubtless Mr. Robinsoa improved as he 
advanced, but be was never a bo3f^ in %x* 
tempore preaching; and his exftempei^ 
sermons bad very much the air, peculiaritiaa 
and advantages of sermons written: they 
were orderly^ full of matter, close to the 
point, correct in argcimeat, sentiment, and 
diction. I have sometimes thought> th^t 
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be would have been much more inleresling 
as a speaker^ if he had left more to be sup- 
plied at the moment. There were times 
i^hen he seemed to hamper himself with 
his notes, which gave a stiffness, heavinessi 
and quaintness to his method, matter, and 
expression. Had he not clipped his wings 
so closely in his youth, he would have 
flown higher and more gracefully in his 
mature age. But I believe here, as in many 
other instances^ he judged wi^ly, being con- 
tent to sacrifice grace and delight to caution 
and grave edification* 

The impression produced by his written 
and by his exten^pore sermons was much 
the same ; only it was remarked of the latter 
that he was slower and qiore deliberate in 
the delivery of these than of the former. 
I^t one whose judgment will not readily 
be disputed, be allowed to declare, from the 
testimony of his own eyes and ears, and from 
the ccmcurrent observation of^ inany wit- 
nesses, of what nature this impression was. 
'^ It is not nec^sary to recal to your recol- 
lection the talents of Mr. Robinson as a 
public instructor ; you have most, if not all 
of you, witnessed his pulpit exertions, on 
that spot, where he was accus|;onled t% re- 
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tain a listening throng banging upon his 
lips, awed, penetrated, delighted and in-: 
structed by his manly, unaffected eloquence. 
Who ever heard him without feeling a per- 
suasion that it was the man of God who ad- 
dressed him ; or without being struck with 
the perspicuity of his statement, the solidity 
of his thoughts, and the rich unction' of his 
spirit ? It wasthe harp of David, which, struck 
with his powerful hands, sent forth more thmi 
mortal sounds ; and produced an impression 
far more deep and permanent than the thun- 
der of Demosthenes, or the splendid confla- 
grations of Cicero/' ** He preached 

immortal truth with a most extraordinary 
simplicity, perspicuity, and energy, in a style 
adapted to all capacities, equally removed 
from vulgarity and affected refinement; 
and the tribute paid to his exertions con- 
sisted not in loud applauses, it was of a 
higher order, it consisted of penitential 
sighs, holy jesolutions, of a determination 
of the whole soul for God, and such 
impressions on the 'spirits of men as will 
form the line of separation betwixt the 
happy and the miserable to all eternity*," 

* See the Rev. R. Hall's character of the Hie Rev. Then 
jtos Ifobinson, pp. 7, 8, 
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But. we hfave a surer witness than Mr. Hall, 
though not so eloquent. Multitudes quicken- 
ed from spiritual death ; multitudes alarmed, 
self-condemned, confounded j multitudes en- 
couraged and made active amidst ignorance 
and opposition; the bruised bound up^ the 
sick healed, the driven away brought again ; 
many sent on their way rejoicing and many 
tormented before the time ; many in heaven 
and many in darkness ;— are and shall be 
swift witnesses, that he did not go up with- 
out the Lord into that place ; and that he 
did not come down from it, without leaving 
a " still small voice'" behind him, which was 
heard when his louder tones had ceased'. 



^ I subjoin one or two specimens of the notes from which 
he delivered his extempore sermons. 



Dan. V. 27. 
A careless and presumptuous sinner suddenly arrested 
and terrified— how many of like character — ^yet insensible 
of danger — ^we would alann^ and state the handwriting 
which they see not — God holds a balance in his hands — by 
him actions and characters weighed — I judge not, but re- 
fer you to his decisions — who can stand ? 
i. According to his right? law — 

This binding upon all men by nature--T 

Many appeal to it and put themselves under it — 

reject Christ. 
Try yours! by it and you are found wanting. 
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CATECHisiira was an exercise in which he 
took pleasore and was skilfoL He would 



1. In ontward actions. 
8. In words. 
3. In affections. 

(1.) Absence OT defect oi good. 
(£.) The positive influence of bad. 
4* In every relation. 
5. In every command. 
Who will dare to remain under the law — 

O how thankful for the gospel ! Is this your 
hope and plea ? 
. Then cap you bear to be weighed — 
ii. According to the declarations of the gospel of 
Christ. — It prepares an adequate universal remedy and de- 
liverance. But all are not redeemed^-^we cannot Qatt^— 
aniong professors many would be found wanting — such as — 

1. Unhumbled and stout-hearted. 

2. They who exalt not the Saviour, as all in all^ by 

fi reliAncQ simple and entiro. 

3. They who do not rastsmble him* 

4. The slothful and unprofitable. 
No other standard to appeal to— - 

The final condemnation now tremendous ! 
Certain — irreverrfble — speedy — 
But 1 wopld speak for the encouragement of some. 

1, Of those who have truly fled to Christ — who, 

though conscious of many defects, yet love 
him — he has taken away the handwriting, will 
answer for you and complete his work in you. 

2. Of those who desire to fly to this refuge. 
The time is not past, he waits. 

We rejoice in your alarm, only follow your con- 
victions. 
He will receive and supply all your need. 
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have been glad if all the young people of 
his parish cotild h^ve been brought to re- 

Yet let careless sinners remember — they must be 
weighed-* 

Not only now in the balance of God's word — 
But hereafter in the judgment — That the trying 

day — 
O what a sifting and weighing of characters ! 
Many now hidden will then shine^ and many 
now admired will then be abhorred. 
I refer you to that day — judge yourselves. 



Isaiahlvi. 19* 
A sad description here giyen, but hope suggested — De- 
liverance foretold— Particular case referred to, but de- 
scribes God's general dealings— The state of the church, 
of the world, and of our own experience mdy distress us, 
but there is help, and deliverance may be at hand. 

i. The irruption of an enomy"^ 
Who this i% and to whom he is an enengr.-^-He may be 
for a time permitted to break in like aflood^-^-^uddenlj'^ 
with desolation to a vast extent-^ 

1. Upon the church in general — ^he is die God of 
this world. 
(1.) By persecution. 
it.) By infidelity. 
• (3.) By heresies. 
(4.) By dissipation. 
This power may seem very formidable. 

SL Upon individual believers-«^has access to the mind. 
(1.) By doctrinal difhculties. 
(2.) By perplexing doubts of their own state. 
(3.) By violent temptations — 
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ceive regular and appropriate instraction 
from his lips. As it was, he was obliged to 

1 . To blaspheme. 

2. To suicide. 

3. To indulge their own corruptions. 
All may seem desperate — 

ii. The effectual opposition made to this enemy, — ^The 
spirit of the Lord is strong — takes up the contest — He is 
the author of all good — b^ins and maintains : religion — 
will interpose at the worst — lift up a standard, 

1. In general. 

(1.) By disposing the minds of others to favour re- 
ligion. 
(2.) By stirring up believers to activity and zeal. 

(3.) By raising. up ministers and qualifying them for 

this work. 
(4.) By prospering their efforts to the enlargement 

of the church. 

2. In particular — 

(1 .) He will enlighten more and more. 

(2.) He will testify of Cfarist.and administer comfort. 

(3.) He will rescue believers from danger. 

(4.) He will subdue their corruptions, and sanctify 

them. .i 

Then— 

1 . Praise and glorify God for othersy for yourselves, 
fi. Implore his aid to assist, and to counteract what 
is wrong. 

3. Shew that you are under his influence. 

4. Consider — ^if you act with the enemy, whom 

do you oppose, and what will be the issue i 



1 JoAniv. 17. 
What are christians? — Import' question! Redeemed 
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content himiself with his triennial training of 
the matiirer youth for confirmation, and 

by Christ — Rejoicing in him — But | character as well 
as state is changed — they are followers — or imitators of 
Hiin — Who can adopt these words ? — Examine — 

i. We are not so by nature. Rom. viii. 7. Eph. ii. 
1-3. Titus iii. 3. 

ii. We are made so by grace. Philosophy and reason 
do not effect this change. Rom. viii. 9Q. Gal. iii. 27. 
2 Pet. i. 4. Eph. iv. 24. Fruits of the spirit. 

iii. We must appear to be so. 1 Pet. ii. 21. 1 John 
ii. 6. 

1. In zeal for God — public and private devotions. 

2. In abstraction from the world — not of it — and 

hated by it. 

3. In holy tempers — ^meekness; and love. Matt. xi. 

29. Eph. V. 2. Phil. ii. 5, bearing — ^for- 
giving — kind. Psa. cix. Rom. xv. 3. 1 Pet. 
ii. 23. 
iv. By what means we must become so. ^ 

1. The scriptures — study him there. 

2. Contemplation. Heb. xii. 

3. Faith. John vi. 2 Cor. iii. 18. 

4. Prayer for the spirits Psa. Ii. 13. 

Apply 

1. To christians — -jour likeness is defective here, 

will be complete hereafter. Phil. iii. 21. ' Col. 
iii. 4. 1 John iii. 2. 

2. To sinners. Whom do you resemble — with whom 

can you dwell f 



Coloss. i. 19. 
My business is to speak of Christ^— 
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with his weekly assembling of the children 
in his parochial day-school^ to which he in 

But O ! how unfit — O Lord, assist ! 
This is the apostle's subj^ — ^most glorious-— 
i. The fulness of Xf as head of all things — 
This is— 

1. The fulness of Deity — Sheckinah — Christ's body 
is the Temple — Godhead resides in it — 
(1.) It was manifested 'm Him-* 
(2.) The Scriptures assert that it was in Him — 
(3.) His works and offices imply that it was in Him — 
(4.) He sustains and supports all things. 
O worship — adore — serve Him! 

£. The fulness of all spiritual blessings — ^The view 
here is not to his own character, but to his office 
as Mediator. 
He is the fountain-head — grand depository — Having 
purchased grace^ he bestows it — 
1. Righteousness for justification. 
2* Wisdom, as light from the sun. Col. ii. 3. 

3. Strength for duties and trials. 2 Cor. iii. 5. 

Eph. iv. 7-16. « Cor. xii. 9. 

4. Comfort John xiv. 27- xvi. 33. xv. 11. 

Ps. xvi. 11. 
These graces he possesses without measure — enough 
(1.) For all the wants of believers. 
(2.) For all believers however numerous. 
By faith you must receive — 
ii. The good pleasure of the Father — a blessed union. 

1. The Father hath appropr^ this way. 

2. considers it as most glorious to him- 
self. 

3.   requires the acquies^ and submis- 

sion of smners. 
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later times adjjed^ tbe atteadance of 4^ 
girls in the Female Asylum. <i)a thesie<)attffl* 
occasions^ some of his yaunger heai?^ (of 
the richer femilies accounted it one of their 
highest iprivileges ^nd enjoyments to be 
present: when, if they were iprevented 
from hearing all, they would be thankful 
to come in for a:part. His CoofilFmatioQ 
season was one he .particularly valued, and 
had reason to esteem as his choicest seed- 
time. He prepared his coi^regatton for it 
by sermons ; he collected the yocmg peopk^ 
arranged their names, ini»sted<oii their regu^ 
lar attendance as a condition of giving them 
a oertifioate, and addressed a sort of £imily 
lecture to them on the church catechisim 

Improve by «dmiilg— - 

1, To cease from man — who is vanity. 
(1.) from yourselves. 
(2.) £hiftiothers-^v1io^RrUAsa^{»biftt^ou. 
i 2. To study the. glory of Christ— 

3. Not to object ^ own emptiness — 

4. To communicate to others — thus resembling 

Christ— 

(1.) la spiritual thingy. 
(S.) In temporal. 

5. To be satisfied if Christ be yours. 

But' let nothing less^ nothing else^ satisfy you. 
iJCor. ill. 2il. 
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which he accompanied with solemn ' and 
earnest prayer, during five or six weeks be- 
fore the bishop appeared. In this interval, he 
would talk with some of them familiarly, but 
seriously, in small parties ; with some, sepa- 
rately in his study ; to all he made a present 
of his excellent little tract on the subject ; 
to all he gave special and appropriate ex- 
hortations from the pulpit ; to all he shewed - 
himself as the faithful shepherd, leading his 
flock with great solemnity, oh the morning 
of the service— pray ing, exhorting, and at 
length presenting them with his own hands 
to his superior, and to his superior's Lord ! 

I have an image of him at this mo- 
ment gliding through the green trees of St. 
Martin's Church Yard, with a neat, nume- 
rous and well-ordered band behind him, as 
he appeared at the visitation of 1812. 

tn his weekly catechisings he varied his 
method from time to time : but his habit of 
attendance upon the duty was unbroken. 
Sick or well he never failed to assemble the 
children on some one day in the week ; and 
usually was strict in observing the same day 
and hour. He divided the children into 
two great classes, which repeated selected 
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]»art;k>w of s0ripti»re; b, Ubie ofess an<l a col* 
leot ()l»ss^ They hegim with rep.«asfcing theif 
t9^, each dbfa) ssi^^^ing a poe^Mao. Wfasa 
the whol^. held be^ gti^Q through, he ox^^ 
plained fmk the scriptore test, add then tke^ 
cfette^. It was here that he more par^ 
ta^]ft% displk»yed hm skiB : his eisposkiaD, 
i^kfiy IB the fonpfi ^ ^jfue^tikufi, was ao in- 
tjdligibl^^ m $ttikm^ ^^ u^elul ! His fnatter' 
was ^l in t^) hmk; kv^t iti was pqt inta 
au^b a feFm that jblq hook <»w^d syiipply it 
He gaii|«d th^ir aJUbQiil^<»^ ^tfid hc^ lu^ver Ipsfc 
it} iUustmttog &Q prio^iple. he wotttd conferee, 
sofMtime? firoiu the vcirk» of »aA)»^ around 
thoJS-'«^Q m^ the air« thQ gteeo f|eldi^; 
the r^ th« eattldr-^axDaM^^mm^^ from what 
panod in thmr own ho«ifies, the miautegb 
ioferior of whish he sfifiioed to hnc^w ; soomn 
tunes fr<Hii ^o meol«idQifim of their &thef% 
txttda, ^kh evary pin and needk of whteh^ 
ioL its several uses, he. dsiewed that he' i^raa 
acqu^ited; sometimea fpoixi thair daily 
lesfionfi and extfroisai, their ooHiooon tampera 
and dispositions, and their sports. Thei? 
eyes 9pmH^d ; thekr ear; wera pricked up ; 
^ey were i:e»dy ta da hi^i homage with 
tlMHT hands mA with their hoad$. '^ Britk 
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goeth brfore destruction^ and a haughty spirit 
before a falV ?' What is a proud man ?'' 
One who does npt obey God, ^ir!- One 
who does not give God the gloiy> sir. '• Do 
you remember any proud man that was de- 
stroyed by his pride ?'* Yes, sir, Nebuchad- 
nezzar boasted that this was great Babylon 
that he had built, and was made to eat grass 
Hke the ox. . Yes, sir, Herod was .eaten of 
worms, because he gave not God the glory. 
" Are none proud besides rich men?" Yes, 
sir, a beggar may be proud in his rags. 

He could be stern as well as affectionate. 
They feared, whilst they loved him; but they 
liked, and longed for the catechizing day. 
Many are now walking in uprightness, who 
ascribe their first serious impressions to what 
they heard in these hours of elementary in- 
struction; and. some, few have gcme to their 
graves, in peace, before they had arrived at 
man's. estate, i having *' been jsufifered to 
come" iby this early road to the Saviour, 
because " of such is the kingdom of hea- 

Of his diligence, assiduity; sagacity and 
success in. msiting the sick ; of his private ' mid 
social visits, which he desired to he oon- 
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sidered as performing in the character of a 
christian pastor; and of his faithful, seltde- 
nying attention to all public institutions xyhich 
could be fairly said to fall under his super- 
intendance, I. have spoken already : I have 
therefore only to add here, that he made him- 
self accessible to all who had needpf him, at 
his own home and at theirs ; that he seldom, 
if ever, shewed anything like impatience in 
being interrupted at any hour of the day ; 
that he would go quickly and search the 
parish register, on demand, in the midst of 
his dinner; that he would heaf the old 
woman's complaint and encourage the vir- 
gin's bashfulness, with equal patience and 
tenderness; and that he possessed a most 
useful versatility of mind in the discharge of 
his ministerial offices— could pass from the 
festive gratulations of a wedding to the plain- 
tive solemnities of a funeral— not feignedly 
but sincerely rejoicing with them that did 
rejoice, and weeping with them that wept* 
If you were one of those that rejoiced 
or wept, you might be tempted to say, *' I 
do not understand this man : he has no 
real feeling; how else could he turn so 
readily from the one scene to the other ?'' — 

z2 
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He did feel, but he had his feelmgs in com* 
fnand. *^ It was an admirable and angular 
trait/' as a judicious corres^ndent remarks 
to me, ^^ in our departed friend's character, 
that he had all the energy of strong afiee* 
tions completely under the conduct and con* 
troul of his masculine understanding f ' — a 
property, which signally qualified him for 
ministring in an extensive sphere ! 



In examining Mr. Robinson's writings, it 
is not my purpose to enter into a minute in- 
vestigation of each work, but to give some 
account of its origin, design and general 
execution, which may enable us to appre- 
ciate with sufficient, though not critical, 
exactness his merits as a writer. However 
desirable it might be on some accounts, to 
prosecute that more full and particular in- 
quiry which scarcely falls within the com- 
pass of a memoir ; its absence will be less re- 
gretted by the reader, when he is reminded, 
that Mr. liobinson's writings were pro- 
fessedly of the popular and practical kind, 
which does not so exactly address itself to 
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the rigid inspection of tlie critic, and that 
he wrote for the most part what and m he 
taught: so that his puhlicatiojis may be con« 
sidered as a sort of delineation of the more 
public parts of his ministry on paper ; their 
plan, their matter, their very form anc^ lan- 
guage being nearly the same. The same pro- 
perties which he exhibited as a preacher, m 
the pulpit, with some allowance for situation 
and aspect; will characterise him as a teacher 
irom the press : though his merits as a 
writer will not, according to my judgtnent;^ 
convey an adequate representation of his 
exalted eminency as a preacher. 

J have given the history of his ' Scrips 
tupe Characters' at the date of their ap- 
pearattce. He had taken up the plan 
without any thought of publication. He 
was in a manner £)rced into it by discerning 
friends ; who must have rejoiced that they 
liad persuaded him to so ^utary a decision. 
His design is to deduce and display tb^ 
great principles of the faith which he 4exi;i* 
braced, from the history and conduct of the 
w»fe eminent icharactcss which meet us in 
the sacred volume. Example not only 
proves the rule, but illustrates it : not only 
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confirms, but makes it manifest. The teach* 
ing of the ' Scripture Characters* has a por- 
tion of the peculiarity and of the excellency 
of the teaching of scripture. It instructs not 
formally, systematically and obtrusively, but 
as by surprise — as by hint or suggestion — 
as without design ! Who expects that he 
shall find in the short scripture record of 
Abraham, of Jacob, or of David, all that he 
hath need to know for his everlasting sal- 
vation? every gospel principle made promi- 
nent? the duty, the experience, the enjoy- 
ments, the discouragements, the zeal, the 
courage, the misgivings of God's now mili- 
tant servants drawn and painted to the life? 
His method is to bring forward every im- 
portant incident which occurs in the history 
of the person under consideration; to shew 
the bearing of his action or word or' state of 
mind upon christian doctrine ; to apply it to 
•the common transactions of life and fo the 
ordinary emotions and workings of the 
heart ; and to make every reader his own 
accuser, convincer, judge, and guide. His 
-table of contents will shew, that be has^not 
omitted any character which required ob- 
servation, and that his work furnishes an 
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interesting practical commentary on a- large 
portion of the Bible. 

Here, as in his sermons, he is orderly and 
- direct; not vague, desultory, and indetermi- 
nate. He usually begins with some genteral 
observations which the particular character, 
or particular circumstances of his subject 
might be supposed naturally to draw from 
him : he then details the events in chronolo- 
gical series, improving each by a personal ap- 
* plication made on the instant, and adding 
some more enlarged remarks at the close of 
each, in which he generally has his eye on 
the various characters of his readers. His 
arrangement, it may be observed, is not so 
well adapted to exhibit character, as con- 
duct, and is suited rather to ' Scripture his- 
tories' than to ' Scripture Characters:' a 
title, which would perhaps have expressed 
•the nature of his work more correctly. 
His matter throughout is plain, simple, na- 
.tural, for the most part obvious; not the re- 
sult of refined cultivation, abstruse thought, 
or elabcu'ate research, but such as meets the 
capax^ities, expectations, and wants of ordi- 
nary minds. His style is inartificial and 
: easy ^x)cea$iohally; animated, always correct, 
generally forcible. • 
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His nMtliod will be b^ illiotraited by «6 
instance. Take the chaMcter b( Jad*6 ^ 
<mA<A. ; t^ich is <>ae acktiowk^ed .to be 
4axibng8t hib more esteellent. 

He begins with wome gemeral botioe of 
his office and eharacfeeiv-^'aiii apostle, butfMr- 
JtoiHld— a Creim6mki»s«ase, bntotte ntA with^ 
<&at itfi piavailels. Many passages of scrip- 
itite wam us togaiast tcxmJfkii^ in professions, 
privileges and appearanee& Ijet us jadge 
ftttfiselvesiaaid be^ncere^-^so stkall we t>e pf«- 
:setved ^(ta the doom «f JuckkS. The ittd- 
«0ei)rt6 of bis 'hi«t^ are then idfetatled aittd 
iMprof^d yn t\mt tard^. PV(>bsilily, he a»- 
ONiftied a ¥el1^«M6 fA-dfessioki fnm ati&oSmr 
t4ewk; yet appeal^ lbd> hav« peMcssed 4m/d 
«6 Ihftve eiif@rfcised aU the pdwen with whiioh 
the lifiifef ^pbAlts W<ere favoareel. BeimiHe 
^rf* thinking that cmr JLiOrd was imeipbfled «& ! 
He knew what was to be^ but peraiitted ik ; 
■«nd "does iso «oti<&n«ally. Tiius k was wUh 
Phatttoh. ¥«t woe ends are faeraby aa- 
4w«red: hmmatfi deprliTity is AeiiK»iB(!rattMl-^ 
the saints wft tsneA aad improved ^ God^s 
^MinbuteB «f fdi^beaKinae «neid justiDe lasuii- 
ifiMted. 

. Jwtbis easttfed <(lte tmg ttnd leinibezsaltid : 
made an outcry for the pobt^ o^sut4iig (the 
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«x)3«!hsive Ubcr&lity t>f M«ry towards hiet- 
Lord, but had tio true ftelin^ for them. 
Hypocriteis are getifemlly censKxrious, and 
<6D«deiit»i zeal. Ho«^ great thit «vil atid 
sfiare of o(]V««oixsii6« ! Lifoeralky in the 
^{lUise <df Chtist i« betlcti comiki^tided and 
«lhft)rced^ B& m^e ywi are not afi uAiritb- 
ful steward. Be siir<e yoa am not se^etly 
a«ta«teil ^ tivd traitco- Xi^as, by mdtivefi very 
different from those which yon 'profesb foie- 
ibre the world. 

Judas took tAuth paiiifc to <dil9goi9S lifs 
real chiamcter, objDcte, auMl OMtrres. His 
very befsettin^ »n kept Mm ifitsm witie 
ii(^€ws, and ittadtt kika eaorafd ^md ocem- 
plary m scftiit parts tilif im toHdoct Bewvne 
<^ >eoiidudia^ that you aare a tsMrtiqnit lof 
<i>od, beoatise yon have «£tMiiM«i anKl ^tein 
an ^utvixard np|>ea0amfe of ptey. Y«ur 
iMsart biay be andean t ^ineerfty t#iK«6 
k 1^ iM)t isun^tedi by m«ii tiiHcy be obvious 
l» God. But >be ^imient tand ehayftabte ih 
jndigkiig your bretifren. ClIiiriM;^ ))«rfeody 
«(rtu«i^the ehainfeier of J«da«k «iftcn de- 
4eribed bis ^jas^ tept^ved ianvd 'warned biM. 
Ym be |H»si(*id. WKat bardi»es$ I Wbiat 
UMiiMgBt) ! What im^i^qs '^antmy I 
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bably he received the eucharist. What a 
.manifestation of depravity and of divine 
forbearance. Many hypocrites proceed to 
like lengths in our day. The Lord will 
Bt last manifest, his justice in their punish- 
ment. Why will they not turn and con- 
sider? They are warned by friends and by 
ministers, even as Judas wsa by his Lord — 
but all in vain — *• at length they shall receive 
greater damnation. " 

Judas covenants to betray: .said to be 
instigated by Satan ; but this does not ex- 
cuse or extenuate. , Satan takes advantage 
of our evil inclinations, and assists in. our 
projects; but we act freely, the guilt is our 
own. He. gave himself up to Satan, and 
accomplished his purpose, with circumstan* 
ces of the most atrocious aggravation. Geth* 
semencr— an apostle the guide— a kiss the 
signal! How paltry. his reward! In how 
many ways we may act the same diabolical 
. part ; exposing . his cause to contempt by 
our un&it)ifulness— and crying.hail master ! 
.when we jare entertaining the basest inten- 
.tiofls against him.-— He remonstrates upon 
the vileness, . unprofitableness, , and ii:iexcu- 
sableness of this perfidy. Judas r<dbQnt«d> 
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but in vain ; he made his confession to the 
rulers, but they would not desist from their 
plan ; he cast away the reward of his ini- 
quity, but it was only to add sin to sin. 
" He went and hanged himself," " he went 
to his own place :" " it had been good for 
him, if he had not been born." The man- 
ner of his death proved that he had no true 
penitence, though much misery of soul : he 
died in the actual commission of sin ;. of 
that sin, which from its very nature excludes 
repentance. He died as a murderer ; " and 
ye know that no murderer hath eternal life 
abiding in him/' 

Remarks on suicide — ^a frequent tempta- 
tion, against which we should especially arm 
ourselves and others, as a stratagem of the 
great enemy, which renders our salvation im- 
possible; and to which, under inconsistencies 
of conduct, in states of desperate wickedness, 
arid under deep convictions of sin whether 

just or unjust, we are peculiarly liable ^ 

   • 

. * Mr. Robinson was remarkaUy successful in preadi- 
iog against the sin of self-murder. Three times in his 
ministry he discoursed upon it at large : and each time 
received thanks from persons who declared they had been 
meditatkig the crime! ' ' . 



S48 80MB ACCOUNT 

I'Jie hirtery is impK>Y«d ikiore fully hf 
conbiderihgv L Hdw the 4tpo9ttKsjr of Judtts 
stkcbdd die disGipks of Ckrist It would 
lead them to Mspect the troth of their ptto* 
c^ks^^to fe&r ket the work of God come 
to fKMight; and le«t they uAsk) ^should at 
length Apostatise. 3. How k nfiebted the 
eoctiiKs of Jesusw They wtmld tdi4kii2()h — 
()bey would strengthen themselves in their 
tmbelief^they would pronounce all the 
(tfcMnAed religion to be a <hlcaL Cttution 
teiggested. They dn^ jiot really believe 
idlat tfasy say. Maciy of them perish mise- 
'rably under convictions and ia desoklioii^ 
liybe those of Judas. Truth must be si^a- 
mted from the chaftioter land coiduct of its 
fxtofbssoeSk 3. How it affected himsel£ It 
broif^^ 'tipoa him the most aggravated 
aisery; lie had Ho coknibrt in his «aitigbt- 
eoiis gaiits; ha 4^e^ed the <teadly friuts 
of tht love of money ; and how God can 
even in this life afiiict ungodly men, whilst 
he suffers them to accomplish their wishes. 
^^ Hfe chose BlTan^ing rather thati hk" 
But what is his portion in the world to 
come ? — ^Under each of these aspects the case 
is applied to present paralleb ; «»d wami^. 
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consolfttioii and exhortation are deduced 
and powerfully brought home from it The 
adaptations of scripture sentiment bjoA ex- 
pression are peculiarly lively and appoeifcet 
The composition, we perceive, is i^gular : 
the essay has its beginning, middle, and 
end. The beginning awakens, and natu- 
rally introduces the main subject : the end 
as naturally flows from it. No important 
incident is omitted; no incident which is 
V mentioned, escapes its just improvement: 
many of the remarks are such as indicate a 
profound knowledge of man's natum and 
of the deep things of God, ap{^ied to the 
case before him with much acute, patient^ 
and spirituaUy^ninded reflection. How 
does he contrive to bring every principle of 
his doctrinal system into view, in this one 
character ! How does he contrive to en* 
foroe from it the most sanctifying dineetioiisj 
The ian and hypocrisy of man^*-4:he person, 
offices, work, and love of Christ— God'te 
agency, Satan's agency, man's accountable^ 
iiess — ^frequency and danger of self<iecep- 
tion — certainty and eternity of hell tor- 
ments--Ood's electing love, and the ffiectwd 
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workiDgs of the spirit, making men to differ — 
security in the covenant — sincerity, watch- 
fulnes9i rigid attention to the means of 
grace, and fidelity to our master's service 
and commands — all seem to force them- 
selves upon our notice, belief and obedience, 
from i simple detail and unlaboured con- 
templation of the traitor's history. The ex- 
tteme caution with which he seems almost 
to hesitate at ascribing these mysterious ap 
pointments to God; and the determinate 
boldness with which he arraigns the sinner 
as, one without excuse, though his crimes 
have been the subject of prophecy, and 
tlK>ugh Satan has been an active agent in 
accomplishing them ; are proo& of his de- 
licacy, wisdom, moderation and zeal» which 
should be carefully noted. 

I confess, I have always been more in- 
terested in < he characters of the Old Testa- 
ment, than in those of the New: a fact, for 
which it would not be difficult to as%n 
re^oiiis which are quite independent of the 
execution of the work. There is more of 
surprise and novelty in the den[K)nstration 
and applicatioix of broad general truth from 
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su6h ancient, less explored, arid les^ ob- 
vious .sources. The " prodesse" is seen to 
be the primary object in the latter his- 
tories: we are allowed, and almost led to 
imagine, that the " delectando" is chiefly 
aimed* at, in the former. The character of 
Jesus Christ is in eflfect an harmony, with 
enlarged comment, of the four gospels; 
From its very nature, compass and extent^ 
it partakes of the peculiar recommenci^tions 
of his plan, in a less degree than any of 
the other characters. But it has the same 
mind> at work upon it, and that mind 
throws itself out in the • same . temperate, 
full, and feeling exhibitions of doctrine, 
precept, and experience. His whole gospel 
is preached in these Characters : not a prin- 
ciple that he maintained^ but is to be found 
here. Especially, his great subject-the per- 
son; chapter, dBcef and^wikof.the S,^ 
vioiir^-^is fully developed Jh them. Him he 
not only shews at full lengtii in an express,^ 
separate and widely extended character, but 
sketches vividly in every typical person: 
Him beholds up "as the Lamb that was 
slain/' the propheti' the intercessor, the great 
king, in all his -confessions and Jan^ntations 
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^ sia: to Him he pipiats the view in all hit 
supplications, directions, and rejoiekigs fof 
righteousness and salvation-*- 

** HiBf first, Qi¥ las^ H134 lo^dst, and thi^oughout all/' 

I have already remarked what* an exten- 
sive favoorite the * Scripture Characters' 
has proved itself with thb puUic. The 
young and the aged; the scholar and the 
rustic; the man of rank and the citkien; 
have read it irith different eyes, but wiA 
nearly equal ap(m>hatioiL 

The ^ Christiaa Systcpn'' was a work of 
years. Mr. Robinson had for seme time 
been engaged in preparing a series of essays 
on tfaei principal doctvinea and duties of soRpr 
ture^ with a view to piMieation, when If r. 
Skeott^ excellent volume oi essays was in pro* 
grei^, which h^ tibougbt migh^^ olais^P^ with his 
plan, and therefore for a tim^ rdku^uished 
it. Finding however that his order, method, 
9Bd mode of abatement were nifficiendy 
difl^rent, he resumed his wofl^ in oba^ 
dienoe to hi^ two favourite maximi^ that 
every writer has his owq partioular rear 
dets who will read Mm and perltap^i no 
one else; and that the edilieaticai of pHUHf 
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iind is to be promoted by eacii patthig 
his ^' line upon line'' aod his '^ precept 
upon precept^" tli^ the taste for inquiry 
may be excited as well as satisfied^ At 
length therefore^, in the year 1805^ he issued 
his three volumes from the press : at a period, 
when the late contro^eFsy respecting the 
just interpretation of our articles, and the 
question who is. the sound and orthodox 
churchman, may be considered as having 
gained its greatest height and heat of dis- 
cussion. He gave me the pleasure of hear^ 
ing the [»:eface before he sent it to the press : 
and I remember to have been highly grati- 
fied by its candocn*, decision^ soiemni^^ 
and earnestness, t have not been less satis« 
fied with it oi a later perusal , He therein 
details his object, general method, sources 
of inte»igence, views of doctrine and ex. 
pectationa 

^* He has been labouring not without 
effect, to establish among the people cf 
hb charge what he conceives to be the 
itindamenta) principles of the gospel^ and 
upon them as a ifirm basis to erect the sui- 
perstructure of christian morality, of solid 
devotion, and of vital holiness. And now, 

A A 
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with a view to their spiritual pn^ress, and. 
in the hope that his instructions may be re* 
membered with advantage after his perscmal 
services on earth are terminated^ he sends 
to them from the press the substance of what 
he has invariably delivered from the pulpit. 
They are requested to consider the work, as 
primarily undertaken for their benefit^ and 
to accept it as a token* of his pastoral care 
and most affectionate regiard for them. . :!r{. j 

'* His desire is to speak to them in private- 
as well as in public : and he has here en*- 
deavoured to provide them with a course c^ 
reading in their families^ comprehending all 
.the main articles of our creed in a conniected 
order, and from the belief of Christianity 
enforcing its practice by a particular and 
earnest application. Let such a plan of do-^ 
mestic instruction be introduced and con- 
stantly maintained in their houses, and he 
shall indulge the hope of enlarging and 
continuing his usefulness among them." .. . 

It might seem to be rather an a^y'ontiirv 
rous^ undertaking for a person ^so'iUll>of?pub^ 
lie occupation, and with so slender izneaast 
and opportunities of far-fetched -aid, to at- 
tempt giving to the world a new and com- 
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plete system of christian divinity. But Mr. 
Robinson was now advancing rapidly. to- 
wards his climacteric; had long filled a* 
large space in the field of public estimation, 
had acquired much experience in the pro* 
mulgation and application of his principle^ 
professed to write for his own hearers with 
a view to their special edification, and for 
the people, not the learned ; and, above 
all, avowed that he drew his matter fi^om 
the scripturjes, and ;from the scriptures only, 
which he might; fairly be supposed, in corin- 
cidenccwith his own assertion, *' to have 
searched with diligence/' It has been ques* 
tioned how far the sta|;ements of scripture 
are reducible to system, and has been de- 
nied, that it is wise to aim at such an ar- 
rangement of them. ; That there are just 
cJbjections to ;the enforcement of. systematic 
.views, and that, such views should be enter- 
tained with .much gentleness and forbear- 
ance towards those who do not receive the 
3»ine, and towards those who entertain con- 
trary views ; are truths which will readily 
be admitted. . But will it not also be ad<- 
mitted, that there are advantages in a cour 
nected representation of divine truth, and 

aa2 
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in aiming to trace an ^ Analogy of Faitli/ 
if it be done with ffimess and sobriety? & 
it not desirable to preserve our own minds, 
and in the case of public ii^ructors to pre^ 
serve the minds of those that hear us, from 
confusion, inconsistency^ and contrar^ty of 
opinion ? Mr. Robii^on pursued, and cof^ 
ceived that he hsA accomplMied this pro- 
ject: that he had traced out certain broad 
lines within which he could* comprehend 
every ^cred priiici|)le; that he had dis- 
covered the centre and the i|tdius which 
enabled him to describe the circle of gospel 
truth. God all perfect, man all depraved; 
salvation by grace made effectual to a rem- 
nant, by the outward work of one <fivine 
PerBon, and by the inwaixi work of another; 
that remnant glorifying God by living so- 
berly, righteously, and godly in this present 
world,*' and through many conflicts and dif 
ficulties preserved to his heavenly kingdom. 
It is impossible to describe his outline more 
concisely, vigorously, and intelligibly than 
in his own words (p. 9 to p. iL); nor 
can I give a shorter view of his general 
method than that exhibited in his own lucid 
table of contents. From this it appears, 
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that after two introdiictory essays, he enters 
ujpoii the eon^ideration of the divine attrw 
butes» the power, wisdom and knowledge^ 
goodness, patience, holiness, justice, mercyj, 
veracity of God in the eight following essays 
from Ess* iiL to Ess. x. The mode of the 
divioe existence is represecibted in the 11th 
essay : whence he proceeds to the creati(»i 
and present state of man from £ss« xii. to 
Ess. x:^i. The 22d Essay opens the plan 
of salvaticm generally : and from thence to 
the end of the first volume he is occup^ 
with the. person, character, and offices of 
the Lord Jesus Christ The second volume , 
contains a full exhibition of the work of the 
Spirit ; the third o£ the dtity of man as a 
believer in Christ Jesus, comprehending 
hb rule of hfe, his mea&s of grace, his 
present privileges and enjoyments as mem* 
berof a christian commimity, and his ever* 
lasting state m body and souL Scripture^ 
illustrated by acute and extensive pb- 
servatioD of the natural and moi^ world 
around us, and ccMifirmed by csureful notice 
of his own internal experience, and by 
iesvent appeals to the experience of his 
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readers; furni^iesalldiedireadof liisugii« 
ment lo his interpretatioQ of scripture, lie 
is guided by his own diligent and labotions 
investigation of the sacred text rather than 
by haman helpers, the comments and dis- 
quisition of men. '^ It would have be«i 
easy/' he observes, '^ to multiply referaioes 
to writers of high credit, and to produce 
large quotations, in support of this view oi 
the christian system. But he has purposdy 
avoided all unnecessary sweUing of his pub- 
lication, all ostentatious display of reading; 
all aim at adventitious embdli^ments." 
His plan in each essay is much the same' as 
in his sermotis. He has his divisicAis, and 
sometimes his subdivisions^ isis in them, but 
tather less of instant and continual appli- 
cation, from the different nature of his' com* 
position ; (though he does not entirely omit 
this his favourite ibethod in any essay;) 
and his more enlarged improvement is re- 
served for the conclusion of each. His 
style and diction may be characterised as 
in his former work, plain, dignified, ener- 
getic. 

Here, as in the former instance, we shall 
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judge best by selecting an example. Let 
this he his ' Essay on Salvation by Grace 
alone/ 

He begins with some cheering remarki 
on the prospect which after so much gloom 
is opening upon his reader^' Man is not 
left in despair^ deliverance is. possible. Ood 
himself hath wrought it^ and proposes it to 
our acceptance. " We are saved by grace.*' 
He explains the term ; '^ God's undeserved 
fevour." The blessing is bestowed jtieely; 
according to our divine Master's expression, 
which is the only scriptural account of it, 
" Event so Father, for so it seemed good in 
thy sight." He adds other texts to shew 
tlittbLtbe scriptu«l view of <j.e origin of 
salvation. How faring to controvert this 
position by ascribing any thing to man's 
merit! 

. He proceeds to his proo1&. 1. The pktn 
originated with God, and was the object of 
his counsel from eternity. Such a scheme 
could not hare originated from maA, and 
in. point of fact, it was devised and pro- 
pounded by the Lord God himself, and 
that beift>re the world was made (as applfars 
from Ephes, i. 4. 2Tim. i. 9. Titus i- 2. 
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i .Pet. i. SO): a consideration mort eSec^ 
^aaJly; excluding all human merit ^' For 
what could our obedience avail before -we 
were called, into exbtence ? or what could 
W.e contnbute even to the formation of the 
scbeine which was agreed on and fixed m 
the everlaMing covenant V 2, The f)jan was* 
carried into effect by the Lord : aloxie. 
After fuU trial of man daring a space of four 
thoiisand years when it bad appeared^ that 
\m could do nothing towards conciliating 
hisMaker, but just the contrary, the Sa* 
'yiopf came; nor waa he at all assis^d in 
his work by those .whose cause he under- 
iiookf His reception piov^ that, man is so 
f»r JitiHn having $my share in the Saviour^s 
Xjfmnt, that he is quite adverse to, and would 
0V€» destroy bis work* Had it depencted 
upon man, the whole must have faileki, and 
ned«mptioo would have ceised for ever. 
Ii,at all the. praise be given to him^ whilst 
we ,bow our beads in the dust. (Psalm iii» 8. 
X John iv. 10» 2 Cor. viii. 0. Ber. i. 5.) 
5* It was of pltce^ thit God adoiitted of 
his Son's ixiedi&ttion dind Agreed to ai)c<^ his 
sacrifice* Justice might have asserted its 
(daim^ in all its strictness* It is mercy wfaicb 
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allows of any plea aod recei^e^ Binders' to 
fkronr, though it . be throu^ the exrpiatoiy 
sufferings and meritorious obedience of an- 
other. The blessing, is secured by cote^ 
nant^ but it is a covenant c^ grace. 4. The 
publication of the gospel, containing the 
ofier of salvation, is so ordered, as to shew 
it is of grace to those who are fevoured with 
ijt From how many is it mysteriously with«* 
held ! Those who have it, dkl not in the first 
instance solicit for the i^inistry of the gos- 
pel : it was sent to them. In general men 
are averse to it, and oppose its acUnis^n 
amongst them. But if willing diey cannpt 
open die door. There is ime who hath the 
key of David. That in any case he is 
pleased to remove obstructions, and to pre- 
pam the way for his ministers, should be 
allowed to be a merciful interposition; a 
sp^ial &vour of his providence. He raises 
up the suitable instruments. He gives the 
word : their sufficiency is of God; he is ** the 
Lord c^the harvest." Do you as^ why are 
not all places equally favoured with tbe 
means df grace? ^' He worketh all tfatngs 
after the counsel of his own will,'' and he 
has a right ^' to do what he will with his 
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own." 5. The reception and enjoyment of 
salvation depend upon a divine influence, 
which is also administered in such a way as 
to abase our pride, and secure the honour to 
the grace of God alone* . All are by ndture 
unwilling : wl^re . qbjectiohs ' arei overcome, 
it is of God. '* It is not of hiia.that mlleth, 
nor of him that runneth, but of God that 
shewetii mercy.'' The description given in 
scripture of the experience of all those who 
arfe reconciled to God by Jesus Christ, 
agrees with this account. Many texts are 
quoted, appeal is made to the experience of ^ 
the . faithful. What was it^ that induced 
you to accept the mercy;proposed?fHe^in- 
clined your wills to make the choice^ o The 
previous characters also of those who are 

redeemed from among men are oft^a of 

« 

3uch a sort as to display the freenfessrand 
efficacy of divine grace in their con\^rsion. 
*' To the poor the gospel is preached,'* and 
more generally they welcome it : " he hides 
these things from the wise and prudent and 
reveals them unto babes.'' (1 Cor. j. 26-29.) 
Many, once profligate and. abandoned, are 
turned t<o.Godiin righteoumess,^and obtain 
mercy. Almighty power is 'displayed in 
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the conversion of the most obdurate^ and 
infinite grace in pardoning and efiacing all 
their sins. Manasseh^ the woman of Sa- 
maria^ Zaccheus, the dying thief, Saul, 
many of Christ's murderers made objects 
of salvation; prove that it is hy grace. 
" Where sin abounded, grace did much 
more abound." 6. The progress and cmn- 
pletioii of the work prove it to be of God. 
How has he preserved his church! ** The 
gates of hell shall not prevail against it.*^ 
What is said of the security of the whole 
church, may also be asserted concerning its 
individual members. For, if one of these 
may finally perish, another also may; thus 
all might be lost, and the scheme entirely 
fail : which is an impossible supposition. 
Believers are in themselves feeble and per- 
verse, and would be easily overcome ; but 
the power, the fiiithfulness, the immutabi*- 
lity, the love of their God and Saviour pre- 
vents it. He engages to preserve them 
from: apostasy, to carry on the mysterious 
process of their sanctification, and to pre- 
sent them faultless belbre the presence of 
his glory. (Phil. i. 6. LPet. i. 5. Zech. iv. 
7.) WhsX other account of this amazing 
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1^0 can po»iUy be given^ than tibat of 
the apostle ? Bom. ybL 29, 30. How ex- 
actly, does our church exfuress her agree- 
ment with the doctrine, whilst she des(»bes 
the character and privileges of '' those that 
are called o£ God according to bis purpose/' 
" They through grace, &c (Art x?ii.) He 
coodudes with giving encouragemmt to 
the penitent seeker, and with cautinming 
the careless sinner as haying no relish for 
the gospel salvation, and enhancing his 
guilt by despisiog it * 

We have here a full representation of 
the gospel in all its leading tnths, stridiy 
according with the views which I have 
idready ascribed to Mr. Robinson. Man 
utterly undone, guilty^ depraved and help* 
less, is saved .solely hf the mfinite love 
of God in Christ. God foresaw, but it 
is not said he appointed the &U: fore- 
seeing^ he provided ample means c£ re- 
covery, such as should not be disappointed 
All his purpose is carried into dffiect ; not 
one tittle of it ^uls. The origin, the me* 
thod, the aK^complishment the acceptance, 
the application of the plan is of God in 
his Three Persons ; and of these alone 
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and altogetiber. No regard whatever is 
had to prevKHiB character and conduct^ or 
to foreseen willingness and subsequent obe- 
dience, in any individual of the saved. The 
sovereignty, the freeness, the indefectibility 
with which salvation is dispensed, are main- 
tained. Mr« Robinson makes no mention 
but of the objects of mercy. Whilst he 
ascribes all the cOiinsel, might, and glory^ of 
deliverance from the beginning to the end- 
ing, in every human being that is delivered, 
to God only ; all the misery arid shame of ' 
eternal destruction in all that are finally 
lost, he ascribes absolutely and perempto- 
rily to themselves. As his statements and 
proofs are drawn from scripture exclusively^ 
so in no instemce does he go beyond the 
written word, though in some })articulars 
he may seem to come a little short of it, not 
asserting all in which £he scripture would 
warrant him. Those however who would 
isay more than he has said, must at least pre- 
pare themselves to meet strong objections, 
if their ground be at last tenable. It is a 
part of his praise, that he does not main- 
tain his argument at the expence, or through 
the neglect of scriptural declarations, which 
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may seem to militate against his opinions : 
bis system^ as stated by himself^ is shewn to 
be compatible with dl ,the word and the 
testimony. I could have wished that he 
had been sometimes less scrupulous in 
avoiding the use of terms which he knew 
would be obnoxious; though his design w£» 
good/ and might in some considerable de- 
gree have been pursued usefully. But why 
should . he so cautiously abstain from the 
terms election and final perseverance, whea 
he strenuously upholds the thing ? It may 
be questioned whether such extreme cau* 
tion does not defeat itself 

This essay furnishes a fair example of his 
styJe/ both in language and argumentation. 
The following extracts are a sufficient illus;: 
tration of each, and may be considered as a 
just specimen of his manner of writing in 
general. • 

" That we are saved by grace/' is a 
fundamental doctrine of the gospel, and 
one of its grand peculiarities. It hath 
pleased God to rescue sinners from destruo- 
tion, • without any thing on their part ex- 
cept their misery, to excite his regard ; of 
his own will, by a sovereign act of unde- 
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served favour. This is what we mean by 
ORACE. It stands in opposition to our sup* 
posed goodness^ and excludes all merit and 
all boasting in the creature. *' If by grace 
(says the bold and able champion of the 
doctrine) then it b no more of works : o*er. 
wise grace js :no. more grace. But if it be 
of works, then, it is, no more grtce; other* 
wise work is np more work.'' , (Rom. xi. 6.) 
The blessitig is bestowed freely and it is 
sufficient to give this, which is the. only 
scriptural account of it, " Even so. Father ; 
for so it seemed good in thy sight." " He 
loved the .world ;*' — " accordingto the riches 
of his grace,'j wherein he hjM^h abounded to- 
wards us;''^— ^'; that we ^pjild be to the 
praise of his glory."* '''Therefore his own 
arm brought salvation." (Matth. xi. 26. 
John iii. 16. Eph- i. 7, 8, 12. Isa. Ixiii. 5.) 
Who will controvert the doctrine ? Let 
him make good his claim on the plea of his 
own inerit Vain, presuknptuous ndan! 
The very attempt must turn to thy con- 
j^^ion. Rather bow down and deprecate de-r 
servejl vengeance, and exclaim in grateful 
and dey9ut admiration " What hath God 
wrought!" O what thanks and praise and 
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love and service are due to him who hath 
csommanded light to break in upon us, in the 
midst of that profound darkness, whieh must 
otherwise have overwhelmed us with hor- 
ror. 

A more eloquent spescitnefi may be copied 
from pp. W3, 294. ^' Still mcMre mysterioiK 
is the discrimination of characters in a movBl 
point of view. Many who were once pro- 
fligate and abandoned, are turned to God io 
righteousness, and obtain mercy. Almighty 
power is displayed in the conversion of the 
most obdurate, and infinite grace in pardon- 
ing and eflacing all their sins, even those of 
crimson dye. What shall we say, when 
we see the most atrocious offenders become 
eminently devout, and assured of their ac- 
ceptance and salvation through the Mood of 
the cross, while many of regular and de- 
cent ccHiduct will not submit themselves to 
the righteousness of God ? Shall we murmur 
at the favourable reception they meet with 
from the Saviour, and petulantly object like 
the Pharisees of old, '* this man teceiveth 
sinners and eateth with them?*^ Or, Kkc 
the elder brother, be out of temper, because 
the prodigal is admitted into our Father's 
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&mily I Rather let us admire the dispensa- 
tion which so effectually abases the pride 
of man and magnifies divine grace. Such 
characters being selected, as the idolater 
Manasseh, the adulterous woman of Sa<^ 
maria, the extortioner Zaccheus, the dying 
thief upoti the cross, the blaspheming Saul, 
and the murderers of Christ, what can we 
conclude, but that the Lord delight^ to 
show. mercy, when we should abandon all 
expectation — ^that ^^^here sin abounded 
there grace did much xnone abound" — and 
that as the heayens are ihigher than the 
eaiih, so are his waj^ higher than our ways, 
and his thoughts than our thoughts/' 

'The Christian ,8y)stem,' then may he 
considered as a Uvely and judicious com* 
pendium of divine truth, exhibited in an 
interesting form. His table of contents yriSi 
show that be has not <»n>itted any importiHQt 
subject; and the careful candid reader of 
his Essays will allow, that he has. not in 
general omitted any important, topic, in the 
disouAsion of those important subjects. iPosr 
sibly, ^i»0. of4;he Essays might with ad van- 
tage ^hwe been consdidated, some .would 
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have been improved by greater precision 
and explicitness^ of statement, and others, 
by the intrbductton of easy and familiar il- 
lustratioQs« There is much of sameness and 
repetition in his delineation of the divine 
attributes, which would have been more 
interesting and more weighty had it been 
compressed. Indeed he seems to have been 
aware that he had exposed himself to this 
objection in many parts of his work» and 
endeavours in his preface to invalidate it, 
as of little moment. Here and there his 
composition is flat and dull, like that of a 
man who has been frequently called down 
stairs in the course of his morning's work. 
But if the '' quandoque bonus dormitat 
Homerus/' be allowed to the epic poet, 
may not a similar indulgence be claimed for 
the composer of nearly an hundred theo- 
lo^cal essays in series, when he occasioaally 
loses a little of his animation, fredbness and >^ 
vigour? 

In his description of the divine attribute 
of mercy, Mr. Robinson has been censured 
as introducing a remark of dangerous ten- 
dency, when he observes^ that " thiis mercy 
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of God is not forfeited even by the ingrati- 
tude of his children :" — a wary form of de- 
claring^ that even the sins and failings of 
his regenerated, believing servants do not 
provoke Him to cast them off! But does not 
scripture example confirm this declaration ? 
Did Abraham forfeit it by his twofold act 
of unbelief? Did Noah, Lot, Moses, David, 
Hezekiah, forfeit it by their several acts of 
gross sin and ingratitude ? Whilst it is a fact 
to be stated with awe, with caution and 
with delicacy, is it a feet to be wholly sup- 
pressed ? Does it not fitly find its place of 
mention in the consideration of that lattri- 
bute whose peculiar province it is to show 
favour to the undeserving ? 

The application of certain passages in the 
prophetic writings to individual believers is 
strongly objected to. But is it not a re- 
ceived principle of interpretation, that what 
applies primarily, if it must be so under- 
stood, to Israel as a nation, applies seconda- 
rily to the spiritual seed of Abraham ? How is 
the whole beauty of the prophetic scriptures 
marred, if this canon of interpretation be 
withdrawn? And is it not maintained by 
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the calmest and most jadicioujs inlerpi^lers, 
that the privileges of the whole ;are the |Jri- 
vileges of every part ? that what is trtie of 
the church as a community, is true of every 
liidividual member ? The doctrines of elcfc- 
tibn and final perteVerance (as Mr. Robinton 
would have maintained) do ndt rest on single 
feind solitary texts for their proof— they are 
interwoven with the whole thread, and 
breathed forth in the getieral tenbr of scrip- 
ture. Would Mr. Robihson consider him- 
self ais answered by the quotations from 
Ezekiel ? Would he not have quoted them 
as boldly as the reviewer ? Would he have 
contended that a righteous man dyiag in 
unrighteousness shkll behaved ? Wotild he 
tibt have maintained that the provisions of 
the covenant preclude the pd^ibility of such 
a supposition, with respect to the saints df 
God ? *' No niah jplubkelh theih out of my 
Mtid. " Many, no doubt, who ' hate a:p- 
pe'Ared to be/saints, 1iftd vJ^hOste unsbundn€^ 
We had neither diScierhed h6r eVen suspteted, 
fidVe departed ahli died miserably. But are 
not these, they of Tvhbtti an ipostle 'speaks? 
^* They virent out frofti us, biit they were not 
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of US : ifor had they been of us, they would 
iio doubt bave cpntinued with us : but they 
w^t out th^t they |night be made maniiest 
tl^q,|: tbey were not all of us**/' 

Thei Essays on the Person, Work, and 
O^ces of Jesus Christ, are atnongst the 
best of his whole performance; particularly 
that ' on the Deity of Christ' and that ' on 
the Atonement/ In his description of the 
work of the Spirit, which is copious and 
compxehen^ye, there is occasionally a w^njt 
of specitication and exactness. 

Mr. Robinson did not usually jeiccel in th^ 
statement and exposition of questions on 
ijirhich metaphysical accuracy is required. 
In general he avoided such quiestions, and 
with great dexterity evaded their abstruser 
dfifficukies. It is with much goqd huiQQur 
Femarked of him by his reviewer, after ob- 
serving " that if he occasionally errs a little, 
he errs only after the manner of Qther doP- 
trinal writers, almost all of whom appear to 
jbecome rather obscure and perplexed when 
they ^Qter Jbhe region of meta|)hy$}cs s 
iiappily Mr. Robinson seems in genen^ 



^ 1 ^J^h^ ji. 20. 
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very glad to make his escape from this 
ground^ almost as soon as he finds himself 
upon it." His view of the doctrine of the 
Spirit is an illustration of this remark. Wh«i 
enforcing the reality and necessity of divine 
influencfes for the enlightening of the un- 
derstanding, he leads you to expect an ac- 
curate description of those influences which 
may distinguish them from natural — or as he 
less properly terms them — rational percep- 
tions : but after coming near to the expected 
decision, he at length faces about and leaves 
them unexplained*. 

^ I would be far from so presumptuous an undertakii^ 
as that of supplying the deficiency of his statement on 
this most difficult question^ nor would I venture with any 
thing like confidence to attempt an answer to that hum- 
bler form of ity what are the limits of the natural man's 
understanding as to the things of the Spirit ? But may 
it not be maintained. 1. That the natural man is in 
general grossly ignorant of revealed truth; that, from 
whatever cause — many might be assigned — the great bulk 
of natural men have very slender and scanty perceptions 
of the discriminating truths of Revelation,? May it not be 
maintained, 2. That there are some revealed truths, which 
the natural maii cannot comprehend**-is not even capable 
of perceiving f The pious and intelligent Doctor Owen 
remarks, that ^* all the doctrines of the Gospel may be 
taught in propositions, the meaning of which a natural 
man may understand.'' But there are scriptural truths of 
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It is slightly objected, by implication ra- 
ther than in direct terms, to Mr. Robinson, 
that he proceeds too metaphysically in his 
consideration of the work of the Spirit upon 
the soul, by showing that this work extends 
to its several leading faculties, which are 
previously in a state of ruin^ The danger 
which the reviewer points out is worthy of 

which this may be questioned : such as the union of the 
believing soul with Christ — the fellowship of the Saints 
with the three Persons of the Godhead and with each 
other — ^the spiritual conflict^ Sec. May it not be main- 
tained^ 5. That the natural man cannot comprehend the 
connection of the several parts of divine truths by which 
one harmonious whole is formed i A man may be able to 
demonstrate many propositions in Newton's Principia, 
who has no connected view of that philosopher's prin- 
ciples. May it not be maintained^ 4. That the natural 
man has no perception of that beauty, excellency, and 
suitableness of the whole and several parts of divine tradi 
by which the enlightened servant of God is made to ad- 
mire, approve, and embrace it ? The scripture seems to 
justify us in answering th^se several questions affirma- 
tively. It is not only said, the natural man receiveth not 
the things of the Spirit of God — by which we.may under- 
stand that he does not approve and embrace, does not 
subscribe to them, ybr ttiey are foolishness unto him: but 
it is added, neither can he kmm them^he cannot pex" 
ceive — comprehend — understand them — because they are 
spiritually discerned — judged of, after investigation or so- 
lemn inquiry, by the S{nrit, and by the Spirit only; not 
mlhofut His kifluences. 



S76 SOME ACCOUNT 

regaord; but surely the distiu^^tioQ » strip- 
tural and important. The man '' who faais 
his senses exercised by reason of u^e" 
would not allow hiiiBsetf to rest satiified with 
a general dedaratiotl of the obj^ts aiiid 
effects of these iniluencies^ when the word 
of Ck)ki so clearly marks them out» as apply- 
ing themselves severally to our sevenril fa^cul- 
ties. Is it not declared, that the " understand* 
ings" of liian is by nature ^* darkened ?'* that 
his eyes are blind ? that he is ** foolish, dis- 
obediebt, deceived — ^serving divws lusts afid 
pleasures?'' that he "loves darkness rather 
than light because hLs deeds are evil ?" Is not 
tifie word 6f l9«lvat»on'sent, that it may " opefe 
bur eyes and turn us from darkness to ligbt, 
and frcHn the power of Satan unto God?" 
tlifflftwe 'fai^y bfe **Teneiv«d5n knA^^rledge'afteir 
the image of him tlhiat created us ?*' thalt we 
may be ** knit together in love and unto aU 
ivkhtebf tbe iuU ladBuronce of tmdersAartidiQg'P' 
tMt btir '" Warts may be purifited,'' adcl 
"Ohristmay dwell in them by faidi?'* that 
we taay ** live In the "Sj^rifc, and wAlk ia 
the Spirit/' " whose friift % loVe, jby, peace, 
kc. ?" It is -possible we may be too minute 
and prolix in these statemc^tsr, 4mt it «s no 
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more th^ ju^ to sp^dify ahd partk%ilaiise 
wbiat tli6 irord of Odd has inoiiifestly dis- 
criminated. 

His account df ^uch, which occupies se- 
veral E8SSky% whilst it is clear enough for 
comfiCxiit) use kati qwte i^uffic^eat to sa^ve a 
soul, is neither i9o sittipie nor so philoso- 
phically Gdttedt, as k fnight be. The defini<« 
tibn given in Heb< jd. 1, will be Sovtad to 
odtnpreh^nd every «idtiiig of that enlarged 
^t^ciplie, witbo^ diniiag it into so many 
kinds, and giving it ^e appeas's^e of things 
distinct from it; " A ttialisang view of things 
licM: testified of by >tbe senses>" applied' to the 
gettteral ^aMs 'of chri^iiUi tra(3»^o the se- 
veral thingd iand ptiysons alM>ut which iht 
avim Word ii^ «^iivrersant'^Will inclade all 
its opemtiofirs. Mr. llidbit«s(M[i 'ooM^uads 4t 
with tttliftnce^whiish k '^ ft^it k» e&e&. 
of t^is ptiatA}^, iMt thfc pt<indpte itself. 

His 4«p»68e9itation of tke ^nk <«f <4tfty, 
wkich is jn^wkieed by ajftA(khii'«A/l6 ' iBssay 
on cbawtiHn (tobedietooe «^^;««Knd/ h|is hieeik 
dt^eeted to, as »& ^yiitem iotf" ittmp^SmiM, 
Whkdi pircd^rs datiaiesB, or at bcfiit tv^^ght^ 
to Migi*idiiEkn ^y ; iamd 'wfan^ii tiendft >to put 
^le 4Dtoftd, pa^bte, tttfd tunequivoeal •attfto 
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mandments of Christ and his apostles in the 
back ground of the preliminary and intro- 
ductory dispensation. There is much force 
in the objection, though it will scarcely be 
questioned that every moral precept may 
be deduced fix)m the law of the Ten Com- 
mandments, and may be resolved into some 
one or other of its broad statutes. Here 
however, Mr. Robinson errs, if at all, in 
good company; and, in speaking to the mem- 
bers of the church of England, may be said 
to err by authority. It must also be ac- 
knowledged, that the decalogue furnishes 
a convenient ground-work for a systematic 
view of duty ; and that if you take the 
whole Bible, or the scriptures of the New 
Testament for your standard^ it is rather 
more difficult to exhibit a . compendious 
rule. His Essays on the Commandments — 
considered as such — are peculiarly excellent: 
comprehensive, energetic, didactic, alarming. 
In his view of the sacraments, of public 
worship, of ecclesiastical institutions — go- 
vernors, discipline and forms — he proves 
himself the wise, temperate, and manly 
defender of our excellent establishment 
(plain sense and firmness being the charac- 
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teristics of his statements) to which he was 
cordially and, from solid conviction, inviola- 
bly attached. He with much reason exults 
in his preface, on finding himself in so per- 
fect agreement with our national church; of 
which it may be questioned whether a more 
zealous and affectionate defender has existed, 
since the days of her foundation. In con- 
troverted points of doctrine, institution and 
moral rule, you find him always close to his 
mother's side, and appearing to take the 
law from her lips ; or if prompted by ano- 
ther, yet speaking in harmony with her 
voice. In his representations of election, 
the decalogue, the sacraments — whenever 
there is a shade of difference between his 
brethren and companions with whom he is 
most closely agreed—whatever others speak, 
he is built on '* the pillar and ground of the 
truth." 

The * Essays on the Prophecies* were the 
child of his declining age ; in which whilst 
we trace the same man and the same mind, 
it is the man growing old, and the mind 
which has yielded its best fruit ; it is the 
Odyssey and not the Iliad ; Homer's setting 
8un. It had been his custom occasionally 
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ta preach sermcms, ^om^tunes two or more- 
ia series^ ^ oa the Prophecies coQcemipg 
Christ;' and he had commiinic9,ted the suh* 
stance of these sermons in series to the 
* Christian Guardian;' an useful monthly 
publication^ in the success of which, as being 
nbuch i^cqlated to promote the increase of 
religion in the Chunch of England, he hdd 
felt a peculiar interest. When these coni* 
munica4ions had proceeded to a considerable 
extentt he determined upon collecting liiem 
into a volume^ probably intending to go on 
wjl:h and to complete bi$ design, in th« 
method he bad begwn. But let h«n ^peak 
ferhtmsdf. After i^emarkiog the ^iiiter^ti^ 
period of Miiich he nFrites, and the anxiety 
which is afloat to vascertain whether God be 
nc^ at woiic in ,fulj(i}Uog the j^edictions of 
his word; be prpceed$, '' Th^ author c^ 
these essays, in common with others, is ifeel- 
iogly alive to msiiteTs of such incalculable 
momemt.; yet bis chief solicitude is dircK^d* 
not Ao any ^^tem of ^polilics, 'Qpt to this 
secular affairs of his country or th^ world, 
but Hither to tjie universal church otf* Chri^ 
and the eternal salvation of bis ^Ijawr 
creatuiPes. He wa^es» tbecefive, to fix ^ 
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pi:it>lic attention on those events, which are 
ihost clearly predicted in the sacred volume, 
dti which ottr best hopes are founded, aiid 
ifrom which our strongest consolations are 
derived.'' He then states the prophetic 
nature of the Bible, and the argument 
to be drawn in support of its authentidty 
from the fulfilmeiit df its manifold predic- 
tions. Salvation is the prominent poifit 
to which the sacfed writings are directed ; 
salvation to be wrought out by a Mediator, 
who should appear in due time. This 
Mediator is the great object and subjec^t 
df prophesy and promii^. *' To Him give 
all the prophets witness," that through 
his name whosoever believeth in Him shall 
receive remission of sins. " This subject 
has engaged muxih of the author's thoughts. 
He has delighted to dwell dn it for his 
bWn ^edification, and thit of ^ his beloved 
hrearets, to whom he dedicd.tes this part of 
the fruit of his labours." He adds an apo- 
logy for some of the supposed and acknow- 
ledged defects of his work, and concludes 
with a prayer that it may bdnade to pro- 
mote the Messiah's kingdom, arfd the salva- 
tion of his people. 
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His work extends no further than to the 
end of the Book of Psalms; from which 
the subjects of the greater number of his 
essays are derived. His table of contents 
exhibits a collected view of his subjects; 
from which it appears that he has not omit- 
ted any prominent prediction within the 
limits specified. His plan is to ascertain 
the sense» or rather to adopt the most inter- 
esting interpretation of the words ; which 
he afterwards amplifies, dilates, enforces, and 
applies in their several parts. Take for ex- 
ample, the 21st and 22d Essays ; which I do 
not. hesitate to pronounce the most vigorous 
of the whole, and which contain a spirited 
exposition and application of the cxth 
Psalm. 

• He begins with remarking, that in many 
of the prophecies of Christ there is a type, 
which in some degree shares and obscures 
the beauty of the great personage pre- 
figured. But here there is no shadow ; his 
beauty is unclouded. He then cites the 
references to this prophecy in the New Tes- 
tament. Our Lord himself, St. Peter, St 
Paul, all quote and refer to it. (Matt. xxiL 
43—45. Acts i. 34. lCor.xv.25. Heh.i. 13; 
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X. 12.) David then was led by the spirit of 
prophecy to foretel the exaltation of Messiah, 
the government with which he should be 
invented, and the conquests he should obtain. 
And here, 1 . He declares the Father's address 
to him and decree concerning him. Ver, 1. 
" The Lord said unto my Lord" — one 
divine person addressing another. — The 
Father welcomes his well-beloved Son after 
his resurrection, to a seat at his own right 
hand; and determines that all opposition 
shall die before Him. Such is the general 
purport of the everlasting covenant. Infer 
hence the original dignity and proper God- 
head of Christ. He is David's Lord : the 
root as well as the of&pring of David. 
Others by the same appellation have given 
him the same honour. Thomas, Stephen, 
St Paul. (John xx. 28. Acts vii. 55, 59. 
1 Cor. ii. 8. Rom. ix. 5.) Let us see that 
we call and acknowledge him with our 
hearts to be Lord. He is our Lord by 
creation, but has bound us to himself ais our 
Lord, by a still stronger: tie, in having '* re- 
deemed us to God Jl^y hk own blood.'* Mr. 
Robinson very affecticmately ami powerfully 
edfbrq^ SMid opens this claimt 



1 
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The pradktiDa also represeBta him in a 
state ^f exattatioii aiid gl(Hy. The Fialliei^ 
calls hmk to a participation of his throne^ 
andfJtai^R hiiii m rtfae tseat of highest honour. 
^' Sifc Ahou at my ngiit hand." Tbk k in 
his «^ce of Mediator. He has fidbmitted : 
he has ?$arned bis crown : in human nature 
he is now called to wear it. 

The maai^llous consideratioo here si^ 
geetfd k, that theiman Christ Jesus ^lould 
be Jdbarah's '' fellow'" iW eompeer, and tc- 
ceiivie ^eibomage. of heaven. (Ephes. i. dl. 
PfatUp. ii. 10, 11.) IhfBi^ 'irom this doetirin^ 
hope and joy ; ft pkdge of .ow acoepta^ice, 
security,.fiDal admissiMi intoibeaven; ^our 
intertessor, ;adraoatet /representative, is at 
i's ri^t thaiid. ^ ^* Thitiier'the cfomrun- 
Ipath £x <us entered/^ Butesf^eially 
him as a>l:ing upon bis^tibrone : '' f^ 
^veBBBMnt^upon hi&4hottlder/' • ^ all things 
under his fm/k,'' tiSpft tihegood of hi]» people. 



Yet this mediatorial kingdom is limited « 
duration : < it shall end, when its endsibave 
baen accomplished : which is not yet. At 
present there is 'ConlKct But the time 
cdmetiii w^eni the deeree^iHiich is goneJ forth 
shall be fulfilled,^ ^' 1^11 m^e thy 'fees^thy 
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IbotBtool.'' Look to this aftd be strottg^ 
Believers, your enemies dre his^. atid his^ 
victory shall soon be yours. 

King David addre^es himself to Messfah/ 
as if he wer6 present, and stood beftwe hini 
arrayed in his glory. The change of speaker 
is abrupt, but perspicuous abd sublime; "The 
Lord shall send the rod of thy strength out 
of Zion : rule thou in the midst of thine ene- 
mies/' We have here, L." A prophesy :'* 
the rod is the yrovd of his grace : the gospel 
of Christ, which is the power of God unto 
salvation. No other word, no other system 
producer an efficacy like this.. It. is to be 
sent forth " out of Zion.'' It has gone forth 
thence, in the hands of the apostles: it was 
glorified on the day of Pentecost and after* 
wards : it shall receive a commission to go 
forth again. 2. A prayer. ** Rule thou in 
the midst of thine enemies." No true ser- 
vant can be unconcerned about the honour 
of his maimer. We should pray thus for 
ourselves and for all, others around us, and 
throughout the world: that as all human, 
hearts are hy nature hostile to Christ, so 
they may be subdued by him. " Establish 
thy dodiinioii in these rebellious hearts, and. 

c c 
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bring ev^ry tliought to the obedience of 
thyself: assert thy own authority, maintam 
thy cause ; turn the councils of persecutors 
and unbelievers io their own confii^n. 
Thus minutely does he unfeld and enforce 
fhe prophetic word, after his fiEivourite nie* 
thod'of continual application; concluding 
his siecond essay with an address to different 
characters. 

What a source of instruction and encou- 
ragement is here ! 

1 . His followers are armed by it against 
complaining un<^r sufferings. They, like 
their Lord, must drink of the brook by the 

waV. 

2. The contrite and penitent are warned 
to lay aside their fears. Fury is not in Hfan: 
he bids them take hold of his strength, that 
they may make peace with him. As is his 
majesty, so is his mercy. 

3. Sinners are warned to dread the day 
of his wrath, and deprecate their deserved 
punishment. What means your cdnt^mpt 
of this* exalted personage? ts He to be 
trifled with ? O think what refuge can hid*^ 
you from his notice, or secure yoii jfrom tAk6 
storms of his indignation \ ^*JS.is^ th^ SpH 
lest he be angry!*' 



I consider 4his As a!ii iiigbly ferourable 
specimeh of his essjiys, and itnftgihe that it 
contains the matter of one ^ the Moit itsot* 
pressive and successfiil discourses whreh he 
ever delivered from the polpit His first 
lecture after he becatne Ticar of St. MsLfj% 
was preached on the evening <5f Ghristmas 
day, and consisted of an exposition of this 
psalm. Its fruit has been found oAet many 
days ; and the memory of it is istifl the* 
fished with delight by his older hfiarerS. 
In all, however, of these essays (in which 
the same plan and method are pursued) 
the fi>llowing properties will be Qoted. 
I. Great zeal for the glory of CJhrisft, aijiii 
great personal delight in his name. i. 4% 
niianifest desire to bring all his bearers to a(i 
equal love and admiration of Him. 5. A 
heart much in futurity: in the conquests 
md reign of Messiah; in the joys and glories 
cf heaven. How does the subject suit hk 
age f How fitly does it exemplify the remark 
tff die pious Baitter, that as he grew older 
he was less in himself and more in Gkxl ! 
tlow 9Weet is the reflection, that this good 
inan was permitted btrt a few months before 
iiis^ deatHi ^' to set to his seal that Ood ii 

c c 2 
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true/* and to leave his people with the pro> 
phetic volume in his hand and in their's, 
suddenly bidden to '^ come up hither/' that 
be may see fully, broadly, and in the light, 
what has rejoiced and refreshed hidn, when 
seen but partially and in shadows; even the 
glory of bis Redeemer King ; the Lanib 
standing on the Mount Zaon ! Could he have 
left a more affecting, a more exalted^ a more 
jBiwakening, a more consolatory remenv^ 
brancer ? 

His smaller and occasional pieces come 
from the same hand, the same heart, aiid 
the same mind. I have sometimes thought^ 
that a more just, imposing, and endearing 
impression of Mr. Robinson, might be 
formed from the perusal of them, than 
from his more elaborate and extended 
works. The selection of topics is so judicious^ 
so interesting, so suited to the apprehensions, 
wants and feelings of those whom he ad- 
dresses. In them we have the solemnity, 
earnestness and precision of Doddridge in 
his best work, without bis quaintness, dry* 
ness,. and artificial method. His ' Paroclual 
Minbter's Address to his Parishioners/ which 
he published soon after he took possession 
of St. Mary's ; his Tract on Confirmation, 
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liis Address preparatory to the Fast of 1795i 
his Address on the Peace of 1802, and his 

* Serious Call/ partake in nearly equal de- 
grees of this dignified character. No topic 
is omitted whicii is likely to affect plain, 
right-judging, honest minds : no topic is in- 
troduced which could reasonably offend; 
each ia sufficiently expanded ; none iis pur- 
sued to. weariness. His political sentiments 
Bre brought forward in some of these ; from 

which it appears, that he was a loyal subject, 

• • • • . • . . - 

who dared to give offence when duty called 
him to avowal and remonstrance, not as a 
party man, but as a christiain teacher. 
What he considered as the essential prin- 
ciples of religious trutK are inculcated hi 
all; his more discriminating principles, which 
though very dear to his heart, he did not 
consider as vitally important, are from mo- 
tives of prudence suppressed : prudence of 
that broad kind which does not seek to serve 
self; but to " please our neighbour for his good 
to edification." His * Serious Call' is' one 
of the best popular defences of our establish- 
ment; best I mean, as exhibiting the largest 
mass of solid argument iti a form most cal- 
culated to meet the judgment atod feelings 
^f the great hulk of . mafikind ; that has 



modofation, the wkdom, the coBseiebtiQiM' 
iie$8, the brotherly Ipndiwii^^f the 'writc^ate 
each as. to comipial aieotlDp^ to cei^iriQces' to 
allur^f te^ eoostiaw. Hisf dktMm ifavoag^iit 
all his wi^fka ha& the sagie^ charitfter: itk 
elevirted wik]aifMi obsoM^ oHeiflatiMi^ 

H]»^ ' VisH^tiDB St^roeii,^ and'fafe ^ SepftKNi 
ior the GhOFch Misskinaiy SdH^ei^,' ivbi^ 
fire the oii)y^ tivfo sermooi&^ htt pfofiipded)|r 
pubiiished^' partai^ ofthetgeBeml pi^pi^w 
Mifaioh i hiU'eafieribed to his miiiisterial,' aiad 
Cjspecially tQ bis pujpit exerciser; they aM 
90iHid^scus&idiii$of his text (the firsti 1 Tiqif 

lllideF« ai natursdr arraogeiiieiit' of geoi^a} 
luat^ aod Hcomprehendiog, all 8|)€^ topios 
uoderr^ eajsAi . d^yisioo: fvp4 siibdj¥i&iQa as.^ 
plain e^ > vigeimisr under$takM|iDg Would 
W£B^' ^ hekbw>49ies^he'ftHi^ 
h«ai:ep5t-iu»t wood or- stoaoe-Miatvte a- jydg^ 
fneat^ afibp^kHM^and a cooseienee^ aU^^j^ 
He^ of es^Jteioent and impreseioih- la^ his 
f Vi^ti^liop: Sermon' he. w^* ooodtisAeit t by 
icffl^ olP htsi]«»ir«rt fi>r «av4>idiag to'idtFodiiiQs 

i^orerted poifits (f for^ which faow9\|»}' the 
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Blremhr Ijcien afledged :-rtlie powei?ful ,ip»- 
pre»i<m which it so generally i^ad^ap^imio 
prcnre that be did vfisely . In: his ' Missionary 
Sermon' he not only presses the general 
argument in support of missions to the 
Heathen, but enters with some minuteness 
into the inquiry ^ who shall have power to 
send/ and urges the Clbims of the society 
upon churchmen, as presenting a coofess- 
«dly worthy «bje<^ in an unesx)eptiona)>lf 
fytm. Mis «emion was welji received from 
the pulpit and from the press. 



Irh^ been said, that a man's character 
may be collected from his hand writing! 
How much more from his familiar letters f 
With this impression, I could have been ^)a4 
to afibrd my readers the satisfaction; of judgr 
ing freely^ for themselves, by inserting a co^ 
pious selection from his correspondence ; as 
being fully persuaded, that it would exhibit 
a most ju$t qnd pleasing , view of his honest 
heart and <^ his capacioiis jmiod* I ragret, 
that my materia!ls and my limits confine me 
to a few extracts : but these, whilst they ex- 
cite the desu^e of a more enlarged coUectibn, 
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-will be found usefol in confirming some of 
the former parts of my^ narrative, and in 
assisting us to Ibrm a correct judgment of 
Mr. Robinson's character. 

j^o. 1, illustrates Mr. Robinson* & attachment to 
the first people of his charge at Whicham. 

No. 1. 

MY DEAK $ISTER9 1787* 

I LOOK back with gratitude jfbr the mercies I 
received in my journey ; it was a very agree* 
able and I hope not unprofitable excursion, 
My visits to your neighbourhood generally 
afford me a mixture of pleasure and pain. I 
cannot but be grieved for the continued igno- 
rance and Cupidity, of maiiy> to whom the mes- 
sage of the gospel h^s. been delivered, for the 
awful , declensions of. some who have departed 
from the faith^ and for the low state and incon- 
sistent conduct of others who^ I would hope, are 
not Restitute of the grace of God. But amidSit 
^ discQuragiog neflectionsj^ there is macb tp 
jgive one real pleasqrie. 

I doubt not, many around you havQ received 
ihe truth, and are walking honourably and com- 
fbi^tably in it ; and therefore I rejoice in the hope 
of noieeting them, at the ^eat day, when we sluiil 
join pur praises and acknowledge our obligaUons 
to the distinguishing grace of our God, for bring- 
ing us acquainted together in the gospel of his 
fiibn. 



t ^ St 
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jVb. S, 3^ 4^ 5, o, 7, 8, 9, exhibit his resignation^ 
dewtedness and zeal for God under stroTig 
farriily afflictions. 

• r 

No. % 

DEAR SlSTERy 1790. 

At length it is judged safe and expedient for 
us to dismiss poor C- — -— wi(;h her nurse, and 
consign them over to yoii. Her recovery is 
truly wonderful; so that she appears like one 
raised from the dead. I hope she is spared for. 
good, and that the whole 6f her affliction has 
been appointed in rich mercy. 

She is  still extremely weaky &nd i^ill require 
feonsidetable attention. M. will dxplain par- 
ticulars. — ^She has lately beeii very backward to 
talk : indeed her spirits are so weak, and the 
hysterical affections return so frequently; that it 
is not proper to press any serious conversation 
upon her. I apprehend, she must leave us this 
morning without bidding farewel to any of us. 
I need hot tell you that this affliction has been 
particularly trying to us, on account of the! 
situation of xny dear wife. I wish I could send 
you better news Concerning' her. But her state 
is indeed truly deplorable ; which is extreniely 
iistressing to us all^ — I still entertain a comfort- 
able hope that the issue will be favourable ; but 
she has no expectations of it herself. • We have 
been kept in a very painful suspense for the last 
6ix weeks ; in daily and almost hourly expecta- 
tions of her confinement. At timeis she has 
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suffered e;coepdk|gly» aad js n/m, v^ Jour. 
Mi^ pur God mamfest his p^ver in bor ir^ak- 
ness! — Cease not to pray for otf; aiid beg 
especially that she may have a bright view of 
her interest in the covenant^ and of the glory 
that 19 to be revealed. 



No. s: 



 i .J 



DEAR SISTER, Jf/av. 17, HSO* 

Thb last accounts you received fropi J^-^ — rn^ 
contained good news of yqur d^. sistfsr;.jbp<f 
this letter brings voii painful tidings* Q|i ]4^n* 



day before lasf me took ^old, and^^igs^ 9$tfed 
with a chillness^ ^ and violent .£^ver jocceeded^-rt 
Since that time she has been in the utmi)it 
daB|;er, and is reduced to j^ degree (^ i|0;alqi9S8» 
you would scarcely coi^ceive^-n^Yest^d^y Pr^ Y# 
thought her considerably bejtter ; but tbi^ vtwa^ 
ing I think jbier worse again« Thff Pr^ flatten 
me witb the hopes of her recovery i bjit X QW4 
my fe^rs ^e alarmed.— The prospect of Wbnl 
is before me at times alipost ov€arwhehQS(.^inr; 
but I se^ the hand of God in |his dispensotiQn^ 
and bow my head ^ bcfqr^ Ifim. } d^gs Jiol 
reply — ^I bless and praise his naine j^r^ thai 
support and cpmfort which He adoiinistgrg ttg 
her in her low estate : she appears ;C9mposed» 
easy and cheerful. I am enqpimiged «dso to 
hope, that d^ may yet be'restored to jitu^ Bnl 
I woiild sayi Let the Lord do what $eemeth 
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fnm gDp^— H0 cap smtaia me and nuoe*-;- 
Inde^ I am opOB t^ie whole wcMiderfidly' upl 
hekl'— Hdp u» with your pra^ra. 

1^0.4. 

My^ mar miBKiD; JkceMer W, 17«r.' 

I tHANK you far your congratulations on Mirsw 
R/s recovery ^ they would have been morib 
agreeable to xne^ had they not come at a 
time, when I 'had given up- all hopes of her 
Wq : she has had many awful relapses and has 
continued for maiiy weeks in a very dangerous 
situation. At times I have been flattered with 
expectations^ but have been soon cast down 
again. At present there are favourable appear- 
ances^ but she is weaker than you can well con- 
ceive. She has lately suffered much from rheu- 
matic pain^ and is now much afraid of losing the 
use of her limbs. She cannot walk at all without 
Support, — ^The Lord has chastened and corrected 
lis, but he has not given us over unto death. 
May we live to -declare his works and testify of. 



hii^' goodness. 



No. 5. 



MY DBARn friend AND BROTHER, Jim. St, 1701. 

letter of oonddbnce was extremely season- 
able, and peculiarly welcoftie to me. I received 
it' on the Tuesday evening^ just before we set out 
on the mofct solemn "prociessicA, in which I ever 
joined>' tp adeompany the delft* Remains ' to the 



«fe6 SOME ACCOUi«T 

grave. We went to church at the usnal time of 
the llecture and continued during the whole ser- 
vice. The congregation was immense, and the 

sermon, which Mr. H preaclied from 

1 Cor. XV. 51, 53, most affecting. 

I know your anxious concern for me; and 
therefore I am willing to relieve you hy teUing 
you' some particulars concerning the state of my 
mind. I need not tell you that I have gone 
through such distress as I cannot de^ribe ; but 
it may excite your thankfulness, to hear that I 
have been supported far beyond my expectations, 
and am enabled to possess my soul in patience, 
I had been mercifully prepared for the awfiil 
stroke, by her long preceding illness, and at last 
was constrained to pray for her release. But 
wheii the event had really taken place J found 
my preparation fail me,' and I was almost over- 
whelmed. My health seemed to be much im- 
paired by my close and long attendance in a 
sick room, and by the anxiety I felt. Then also 
fears and distresses came upon me with such 
violence, as to bear down all my principles ; and 
I was ready to sink. My enemy perceived my 
weakness and took the advantage. I trembled 
at the view of those hew dangers and tempta- 
tions, to which I am now exposed, lest I should 
be- lefk' £o dishonour my God and Saviour. I 
looked^ upon my dear children with most painAil 
apprehensions both for them' and myself, and 
then almost for the first time, felt this chak^ge ib 
a real burden. But the dark cloud has been 
dissipated; my God has graciously iifterposied 
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for my help and restored peace and serenity to 
my mjnd. Doubtless my loss is great, and I 
f^xpect that I shall be more aa<d more sensible of 
it. But I am silent, because the Lord hath done 
it. I bow my head in the dust before him, and 
adore his compassions which are still; continued, 
to me. I see through the whole of this afflictive 
dispensation, that I have peculiar cause for 
thankfulness y — and I will encourage the cheerful 
hope, that, though my burden be increased, a 
gracious, and a faithful God will supply all my 
need and take care both of me and ipine, 
. Respecting my dear wife, I could tell you much^ 
that would, satisfy and comfort you. Her 
long illness liad a happy effect upon her mind. 
Whgn there were the most favourable appear- 
ances, and we were flattering ourselves with the. 
hope of her recovery, she looked for no other 
than a speedy dissolution, and spoke of it as an 
event which she longed for. She was mercifully 
delivered pot pnly from the fear of death but 
also from anxious care about her young family. 
She lamented lier former solicitude about her 
domestic concerns, and gave up her children, 
who were extremely dear to her, with, a com^^ 
posure that astonished me. On the Monds^y 
before her death she desired me to tell her faith- 
fully what Dr. V. had said about her state ;-7- 
to which I replied, that he had no further hopes 
of her recovery, and thought her change . ap- 
proaching. '* This declaration,'' I observed, 
" will neither surprise nor terrify you."— r** No," 
said she, ^^ I have long expected it ; and I hope. 



89S SOME AooeCnrr 

you are resigned/' — I answered^ that I had 
given her up into the hands of oar * covenant 
'God and dared not to recal the surrender. She 
repiied, that she believed all was well; — ^in- 
treated me not to grieve for her^ but to expect 
that God would do better for me and the chil- 
dren, than she could ever do, and charged me 
with a peculiar earnestness to cleave unto Him 
with foil purpose <rf. heart.-~I said, '* Let the 
Lord do what seemeth Him good." — " Yes,'* said 
she, '^ ] am willing ; He has made me so; — ^for 
I was not willing at the first." For the last 
twenty-four hours, she had but little recollection, 
and could not speak intelligibly; — but though 
lier body seemed to endure a conflict, her coun- 
tenance, even to the last moment, expressed a 
sweet serenity. 

I will not distress you any further with my 
painful feelings. But I call upon you to praise 
our God, who afforded her such seasonable sup- 
port, and has given me so comfortable an ex- 
pectation that she has entered into his rest. — ^As 
to what lies before me, I know not, and I am 
afraid even to think upon the subject. May I 
be satisfied with God, as my aH-suffictent por- 
tion ! — My daughter M — -_ — has been apecuKar 
comfort to me, through this long aAiction. 
Her steadiness, care, and tenderness have asto* 
aisbed all, who have observed her; tor maQy 
weeks she was the principal nurse to her dear 
mother, and throughout she has had the entire 
charge of her young brother, both by day and 
night. — ^Our friends around us have discovered 



a peculiar kindness^ and all seeined desirous to 
li^teii' ifty burden. Dear Mrs. M. especially 
has ilttended us with 'such a warmth of afieetion, 
as I have scarcely ^seen equalled — God be praised 
fer a loving people, to whom t believe I am dear 
for the' truth's sake, idy work has been inter^ 
rupted for a week or two; but our valuable 

friend H— has well supplied ray place. 

I trdst he will be a blessing to us all. ' I am be- 
ginning to return to my employment; but I 
^1 much shattered both in body and mind. 
Help me with your prayers, your counsel^ anid as 
soon as you can, with your company and con- 
versation. 

O, what a chasm is made in my family, within 
a short season * An amiable child, a faithful, 
affectionate servant, a very dear brother and 
fellbw labourer in the gospel, and a beloved 
wife — atl taken from me ! But it is well. He 
iVl whom I trust, says, I will not leave thee, nor 
forisake thee. 

No. 6. 

DEAR SISTER, March Z. 1791. 

I DESIRE to bless God for your safe arrival at 
home. The little alarm you had by the way 
might be permitted, in order to remind you of 
your continual dependence on an invisible arm^ 
aod to increase your thai^cfiilnes& for your pre-? 
servation. Thus in general the Lord deals with 
us: he mdSerff many st<^ibs : aoid temj[>ests to 
arise, wUch greatly tercify us, and cfiuse us . to 
cry ottfc. Lord save, we perish : then he mamfests 
his power and his love aod w^ ar^ ooade mojre 
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sensible of our , unspeakable oUigsatioiis to lAm^ 
I thank you for your kind visit and. for all the 
friendly offices you have 4one for us. Your 
company alleviated my sorrow ; but upon your 
departure I seemed to feel afresh the pain of the 
late awful separatipp. I have had some very 
dark and distressing hours^ since you left us. 
But I am better : I begin to feel myself tolt* 
rably comfortable^ and hope^ if God is pleased 
to spare me, that I shall receive much real ad- 
vantage from the heavy stroke. You also,^, I, 
trusty will be supported^ and will profit from, the 
afflictive scene, to which you have been witness. 
May you have strength and wisdom given you,, 
sufficient for your present important post. 

^0* 7> 8, 9> refer to a period which I have not. 
particularly noticed in my former account, but, 
which must be considered as one of the most 
discriminating of his life, a season qf continued 
and alarming sickness in his family , which took, 
place about three years after Mrs. Robinson! s 
death, and which wets embittered by the sense 
of his being left to bear it alone. 

No. 7. 

BEAR SISTER^ MtOf 3, 17M. 

My poor little boy ^ is also much afflicted*— on 
Thursday night he began to complain^ and was; 
extremely feverish, yesterday. Last lught. iti 
appeared^ that he had got the scarlet. fever^. audi 
Dr. v. apprehended nmch danger $ bpit this^' 
morning he. seems rather. better^ and we tte^en- 
coutaged.to hope, that hewiU y^ be spared; to. 



s 
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us. Tte Dr. has ordere4 all the children to be 
separated from him, imagining that the fever Js 
\ery infectious. Who next may faU^ we know "^ 
not I but the Lord of Hosts^ I trust, is with us, 
the God of Jacob is our refug». At present, 

the rest are pretty well, except jf , who gave 

us some alarm a day or two ago. He was 
brai^ht home a cripple; and it was supposed 
y>at « either his arm was broken, or his shoulder 
put out. But it now appears, that.it is nothing 
more than a violent bruise on his arm, which he 
received by a fall in play ; he has recovered its 
use again. You £i^ ^hat the Lord is exercising 
our faith and patience. May he increase those 
graces in us, and purify us to himself. You will 
n^it fprget us. > We unite in k>ve to you all. 

i am, dear sister, 

yours affectionately. 

No. 8. 

DEAR SISTER^ Map 10, JL7M. 

I WILL sing of mercy and judgment. The hand 
6f our God is upon me, and presseth me sore; 
but bis grace preserves and supports me. One 
of my dear family is taken, but myself and the 
others are yet left-rrYour poor little boy appears 
to be recovering; but the infection from his 
fever has spread almost through the house, and 

has carried off your dear G — • after an 

iHaebs of two days. On: Thursday morning the ' 
fever apprared^ and last night, about nine, she 

B D 
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left a br^itbless corpse (a mass of <iotruption) 
while i^he took her flight (I trust) to a better 
World. A great part of the time she was del^ 
rious, but we apprehended no danger, till yes- 
terday morning, when the scarlet spots whi^ 
covered her suddenly disappeared and ^tie be- 
came .convulsed, and so continued till she died, 
To*night her remai^8 must be committed to the 
earth. What an awful dispensation ! I will not 
attempt to tell you my feelings, but they are 
such as to prevent me from administering that 
consolation to you, which I cdold wish. I am 
dumb I because thou. Lord, hast done it. 

Just before the convulsions came on, dear C« 
Maid to one that waited on her, ^' you seeto n^at 
a state I aiQ brouglit/'; And to M^^— ^ — 3 who 

looked in at her, she said, "Sister M ',you will 

recover, but I shall not: Good by! I wish you 

better." M- yet continues very ill with her 

throat, but she is better, and I hope in a good 

way. On Wednesday J— — and A began to 

droop, both in the same way : the latter has the 
disease in a favourable way, but the former has 
been extremely ill. I think him much better, 
and the Dr. does not now apprehend any danger. 

On Monday U — — W • — ^ came to nurse 

T , and on Thursday was obliged to go to 

bed ill with the same diswder ; and has not been 
up since-^-so that I have had six sick beds to 
attend in six different rooms. This attendance 
has been harassing both to my body and mind^ 
J have been expecting every hour to &11, but am 
yet upheldi J ~ ^ and R - "  "  - ab9 are in 
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good heAltb. The children all unite with me in 
love to you and the rest of your family. I can- 
not wish you to be with us. You are wanted 
where you are^ and all necessary assistance we 
can have. If you were to come, probably you 
would receive the infection. We have many 
kind friends about us ; but I desire them to keep 
away^ except what we absolutely want. I trust 
in a day or two to inform you^ that 9II sire 
recovering. 

No. 9. 

DEAR SISTER, ilfoy 16, 1704, 

I WILL not withhold from you the information 
which you desire, and I bless our gracious Lord^ 
that I am able to send you so favourable an 
account. I wrote to you by Monday's post, ta 
acquaint you that my surviving diildren were on 
the recovery ; and this letter, I hope, will remove 
any remaining anxiety you may have for their 
present situation. 

As to myself, I am merciiRilly upheld. I 
think I have had a slight touch of the disorder ; 
having felt my throat affected, and an extreme 
languor through my whole frame. But I am a 
wonder to myself. Our God is gracious, and 
He has heard the many prayers which have been 
oflfeped up for me. On Tuesday night I took 
my place again in the pulpit, to the great joy of 
my people; and my subject, which came in 
course, was suitable and affecting ; the latter 
part of the xvith Psalm. It was a word in sea* 
son to myseE The Lord seems to have had a 

dd3 
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coDtFoversy with us ; but he has done all thin^* 
well ; and through the whole dispensation, ca^ 
lamitous as it has been, there has been a wonder** 
fill mixture of mercy. A tender sympathy for 
pur distressed situation seemed to pervade aH 
ranks of people ; and the kindness we have met 
w:ith from friends has been singularly great. 

» 

}^o. 10, expresses his solemn feelings after re- 
covering from sickness. 

* 

No. !©• 

D^AR SISTERj ' Mwch 17, 1790. 

Xhopgh you have heard from other persons of 
my recovery, I doubt n.ot that it will give you; 
pigculiar pleasure.tp be assured of it from my8el£ 
I bless God, that I. am restored to my usual 
strength, wd am once more permitted, after an 
intermifiion ,of sjx weeks, to resume my accus- 
tomed work. It has, I trust, been a merciiiil 
4ispen8ation9 and will be productive (tf the most 
bcQeiicial consequc^iices to me and my. people. 
I am looking up in prayer to .God, that He, who 
has continued the connection, will make it the 
ineans of more extensive good. You will job 
with nae in this petition, as well as in thanks* 
gij^ing for the gracious deliverance. I have found 
the wort)i of gospel principles, and desire fri^m.a 
firmer conviction of their truth and excellence, to 
reconimfsnd them to others. May God arise 
and plead his cause ; that his work may be 
abundantly revivigii.bpthin ministers and people! 
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•iVb. 11, 12, .... 21, will show the lively interest 
which he felt in his children when fhey^ were 
Separated Jrom him. No. II, was written to 
a friend after he had been placing his eldest 
son with a gentleman in Yorkshire. No. 12, 
ISf .... Qly to his youngest daughter, when at 
school 

especially in leaving my boy J under the 

care of such a man : you know not what, the 
anxieties of a parent are, but you will encourage 
me to hope that the blessing of our covenant, 
God and Father will be upon my children, whom 
I have endeavoured without reserve to dedicate 
to Him ; and in this hope 1 will rejoice* 



No. 12. 

Feb. 11, 1790. 

•Never forget your religious duties, be con- 



stant, be serious, be fervent in the performance 
of them. Any neglect at one time will dispose 
you to neglect at another. I wish you to be 
cheerful, but beware of levity. 

4 .... 

No. 13. 

As I am writing to £■ '  I must add a word or 
two of affectionate remembrance to you. Hasty 
and short as my note must be, I know you will 
6e glad to receive it as a token of my love. 
Though for the present (with a view tia your own 
good) you are removed far from mq I bear you 
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on my hearty and every day omimend you to 
the care and keeping of our heavenly Father. 
My hope is, that you are seeking His favour, 
and that he will be your friend here and your 
portion for ever. Go on, my dear girl : strive to 
enter in at the straight gate, and press forward 
with unwearied assiduity in the narrow way. 
These are your best years, give them to God, 
whose service is perfect freedom, and whose 
favour is better than life itself. 

No. U- 
-^ You enjoy many valuable religious opportu- 



nities under the instruction of such ministers as 
I should always wish you to hear. But, my dear 
girl, do not be satisfied merely with going to 
church, or suppose you have done your duty 
when the sermon is ended. Forget not to pray 
earnestly to God, that your ears ^d your heart 
may be open to instruction, and that you may 
experience the powerful eflBcacy of the gospel to 
the saving of your soiil. Let your bible be 
precious to you, and let some portion of it not 
merely be read, but be seriously studied, and 
treasured up within you every day. Without 
this. I shall have no expectation of your making 
any progress in the knowledge and experience 
ofifeligion. 

^0.15. 



hanidB 



1 wish to leave you, praying, that however yoii 
may be separated firom each other now^ IliDiay 
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have the unspeakable joy of meeting you all 
before the tlurone of glory^ 

No. 16, 
•Be concerned to make advancement in the 



knowledge of those things which belong to your 
everlasting peace. Seek the teaching of God's 
holy spirit, and follow his guidance. O how 
blessed is it to set out early in the road to 
heaven ! I sometimes hope you have begun, may 
you persevere in the spiritual pilgrimage, and 
finish your course with joy ! 

JJo. 17. 
-Takb care always to have some' work before 



you, and take cq.re you never trifle. I am sorry you 
have not more frequent opportunities of attend* 

ing St. M— — , B- , but religious in- 

i^truction is not neglected at B ^r — ^ and 

remember whatever privileges you might have, 
either in the church or in the family, tlley woiild 
be of little or no avail without private devotion. 
Let nothing tempt you to give up or neglect 
the duties of the closet. Retire for the reading 
of the scripture meditation and prayer. Without 
this your other employments will be unsanctified, 
and the divine blessing canpot be expected upon 
them. When I was your age my mind was 
miich engaged upon spiritual subjects ; and I am 
thankful to God that he inclined my heart ' so 
.QitTlyitQ sQek after. him> and thus deliv^ed me 
^filQixi man^ «$l9#res ,and distresses. O .be per- 
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fiiiadedj^ my dear ^rl^ to devote yoenelf witlKXit 
further delay, and withoiit reserve, to the servie^ 
of God in Christ Jesus. There is no other way 
to be happy or to be useful. When I think of 
the snares to which you are ^{;posed I sometimes 
tremble for you. But I commend you to God 
and to the word of his grace which is able to 
build you up, and to give you inheritance among 
all them that are sanctified by faith in Chri^ 
Jesus* 

No. 1», ' 
OvKR your own temper keep a continual 



watch. Knowing something of your depraved na- 
ture, you must pray for divine grace to sanctify 
your heart, and tq implant and maintain in you 
al] holy principles and dii^sitiops— I have re- 
marked with great pleasure your attention to 
religious spabjects, and I now rq^oice tha(. you 
have those around you who will be glad to con- 
tribute to your spiritual improvement. Desire 
to make^n unfeigned surrender of. yourself to 
God through Jesus Christ, and ^enew that sur- 
render daily. His ^service is the ^ most .perfftct 
freedom, and it is a peculiar blessing to be called 
to it in early life. May God preserve you and 
comfort you in his ways : I am looking up to 
him in prayer for you, and rejoice, in hope that 
you are taken into his family. 

No. 19. 



'  -Be attentive to the formation of your man- 
ners, the cultivation of your mind in idl usefbl 
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kn^wledge^afid to the care of your immortal sduL 
What I mentioned last ought to be your^rrf 
and chief object, but the others are of gf^at 
importatices and should never be neglected. 
Always be employed, for idleness is the inlet to 
all manner of temf^ation, and the source of in<^ 
nunierable mischiefe. You must get a habit of 
diligence, and then it will be most pleasant to 
you ; much depends upon habit in religious as 
well as in common concerns. By habit con* 
sicieDtiousIy persisted in under the influence of 
divine grace, the duties of prayer, meditation, 
aifd reading the scripture, will be retideried far 
more easy and delightful than they will appeaiir 
at first. I hQpe< you are paying a serious at- 
tention to them, and experiencing the benefit of 
4;hem. Remember that your religion must ap- 
pear in the whole of your deportment, in the 
regulation of your conduct and temper towards 
^11 around you. 

No. 20. 

As I wish to address a line to you, Mrs* R 

will not write to E till next week, as she will 

hear of our welfare by yoti. Last week wef paid 

our intended visit at R • — , where every thing^ 

appeared pleasant and delightful. We returhed 

on Saturday, and on Sunday Mrs. R wais 

twice at church, by which you wiH jlidge how 
stout she is. Let us know whether. it be settled 
on what day you are to break up--^if so early as 
^ the 9tfa of June, you may be able to ^attend the 
bkhop's confinnation^, which will be held here 



/ 



4ie soHE AOooiTirr 

both Km the 7tfa and lOth. This is a sok^eefc td 
which I CQDchide your present attantion is di^ 

xsoted^ as well as that of £ : and it will give 

Mrs. R   and myself great satisfiaction to 

he assured you are both inaking it a matter of 
earnest prayer to God> that you may have grace 
to dedicate yourselves most sincerely to his ser^ 
▼ice in that ordinance. You mtill find that it is 
an ordinance continued from our Saviour's time, 
for young persons, who had heea baptized, to be 
brought together that they might publidy avow 
.thonselves the discij^s of Chnstj and that the 
apostles (and after them their successcNrs the 
ibishops) might lay their hands on themand pcay 
over them, that /they nii^ receilre tl^ Holy 
iGhost* Your biqitism was administered in your 
infancy, when you could not nnd^^tand it, 
You are now to declare your approbation of what 
'Was then done for yon, and in yimr\osm% n^ime to 
enter into a solemn covenant with Ihe Lord. 
The temis of this covenant, therefore, you should 
well consider — they are well expressed in what 
we call the baptismal vofw, by whicb you engage, 
1st. . Xo renounce land fight agamst yqnr thr^ 
.great spiritual enemies, the devil^ the world, jmd 
tbeiflesh. 

:Ad« To belie.ve.all the articles of the christiap 
fititb. 

8d. To walk inholy.ohedi6n0e:to Crod'scwn* 
.nmndments. 

. The undertaking »may seem formidafhle^ but 
surely you will allow the engagement .tp be tw 
moreithan your rbound^i duty, and i^ mg^t leett* 
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service. Would any advantage be gainoil 
by rinsing it } Would you tberefore be at liberty 
to . live without nestraint ? Would not that be 
sayiBg, in fact, we do not allow pur baptism, and 
we will not st^d by the pn^amses then made for 
us ; or» in other words, we will not be christians ? 
You would be shocked at this, and justly, And 
diffioilt as the work before you really is, yet yon 
may rejoice that strength is provided o^d pro- 
mised in Christ Jesus, and by faith and prayer 
you will receive that grace which will be suf- 
ficient for you. This should be a time of serious 
meditation and self-examination, and then I 
tni^ it will be a season of great spiritual profit. 
While you solemnly avow yourselves to be the 
Lord's, He will graciously avow you to be his 
children, and seal you fpr his own by his blessed 
Spirit. You will have my prayers that you may 
thus be received into the church, and into the 
Lord's family, and henceforth walk as becomes 
the heirs of heaven. I have many young people 
in a state of preparation who meet twice a week 
at church for instruction and prayer, and I am 
sorry you cannot meet among them/ Accept 
the love and blessing of 

Your affectionate father. . 

No. 21. 

Yova letter has given me salisfectiQii and com* 
fort. I have not time to enter iminutely upon the 
subject of it, and t as I hope to. see you isoon i%M 
the lesjs necessary to wdte. It may reliei^ your 
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ttiihd perhaps merely to ssy, that I think yocrr 
l^ay to the Lord's table is opeiiv Come and seal 
your vows there by a covenant never to be fop- 
gotten ^ Come^ and doubt not of a gracious 
acceptance^ and of an abundant blessing, through 
our dear Redeemer. I shall rejoice in the hope 
of your being joined to him, and of your growing 
in meetnes£; for his kingdom. I commend you 

to him, and am with love to E , my dear 

R , 

Your affectionate £aU;her. 

• * * 

No. 22, 23, .... 31, were written to a friend i 
No. 22, 23, 24, were written to him, when in 
college i No. 25, 26, ... . 31, at a later period. 

} • 

No. 22. 
W hat think you, my dear sir, of entering 



into orders ? Is not this your plan ? and are you 
not making preparation for it } Do you study the 
scriptures, and pray most earnestly with a re- 
ference to this ? How glad I shall be to see 
you a faithful minister of Jesus Christ! you 
know that I consider this as the highest cha- 
racter. I pray God that you may be preserved 
from every snare, and estab]ishe4 in every goidd 
principle. 

No. 23. 

You do me justice in believing that I feel 
la lively interest in your welfare. I beg there- 
fore ' that you will accept my most sincere 
congratulations on your late appointment, which 
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I-ti*ost will prove useful atid comfort able> as k^ 
16' certaiuly honourable to yourself. It has 
come in the veuy way I should have wish^;. 
Your recon^mendation by the master^ is a 
sort of public testimony in your favour^ &r 
better than any private interest; and the eaU^ 
ployment^ to which you are called, - ma^^ in 
itself tend . to your own improvement, antf 
teave you suffici^fit opportunity for making gOod 
'prog»6s in otlier studies. But as you know I 
am always disposed to preach to yoa, on the 
present occasion you will allow me to offer, 
some serious advice, which is dictated only- by* ft 
desire to prombte your real happiness. 'Re- 
member then, my dear E , that a peculiar 

importance and responsibility will be attached 
to your office. You are to be not merely the 
]^t€»*ary tutor,, but the guide, the friend, the 
Counsellor, of your pupil, and to perform a parent's 
part. ](t will be proper for you to endeavour to 
' make him a good scholar y and prepare him for 
the part he will have to act as a, gentleman: But 
a higher trust is coinmittedto you, the forma-^ 
tion of his moral character. Right principles' 
must be inculcated, and christian dispositions 
and practices most earnestly recommended.-^ 
The cheerful, companion you may and should 
be ; but never forget or lay aside that gravity of 
conduct which the tutor should maintain. I 
wish your pupil may be a comfort and a credit 
to you : but, whatever he may be (for you 
itenpot command success) be you solicitous to 
discharge your own trust, that you may incur 
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no blaide fiir ^ly failuri in hkn. I hope you 
wiU still keep m viavr the OMch higher ol^ect of 
your admifieion into the church as a mioistw <tf 
Jesus Ghfi^t^ to preach the everlastiDg gospel. 
It will be your highest honour to be invested 
\irith that office and to discharge it with fidelity. 
O pray and study for every suitable q»alifica# 
tion ! I wish you th<»roughly to underatend, ect 
perimentaUy as well as specuiativefy^ the grand 
£Orstem of Christianity^ which you are to preadi 
to others ; and permit me to 8ay> that the more 
you enter into it^ the more you will be fitted 
with admiration of its excellency^ and fired widi 
zeal to make it known to others. 



No. S4. 

You do me justice in believing that I am much 
interested in your affitirs, particularly in that 
important event which is now depending, I 
should greatly rejoice to have you for my fi^ow- 
labourer in this place, and should hope th«fc 
your faithful and friendly coK^rationfs. would 
strengthen my hands and cheer my heart. You 
will not wonder that I feel a particular concern 
for the people among whom I have laboured for 
so many years: and now that my strength is 
declining^ and my removal may not be far dis- 
tant^ it would give me unspesJiable pleasure to 
see a faithful brother established here, that the 
people may not be as sheep without a shepherd. 
Respecting your prospects, I think with you 
that they are ^vourable, but a disappointment 
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b very piossiblej^ and I wish you to be 
for k in the state of your mind^ if k flhould 
please God so to^ order it-^^yan will not forget' 
that the matter is entirely in his hands^ and thaifc 
to his diq>osal you have surrendered yourself aood: 
your concerns. I trust he has given you a beact 
to serve him, and you need not doubt but he wUt 
provide a proper place in the right time^ and 
employ you for the most important and ho- 
nourable purposes. — 1£ L — -  • i  should not be 
the place ; or not be so at the present junctnve^ 
do not therefore be discouraged or draw any 
un&vourable c<mclusion. 

I am pleased with your account of what is 
doing at C'   .  4 May you not only sow the 
good seed there, but see it spring up in the 
fruits of righteowness suid peace ! Nothing but 
tile plain and faithful declaration of the gospel 
ever did, or ever can, produce the conversion 
of sinners to Grod and their establishment in 
holiness and comfort ! What if reproaches and 
opposition come ? — ^You have counted the cost, 
and pirt your hand to the plough ; God forbid 
that you should for a moment look back ! 

I do not forget you in my best moments. 
May we have grace to continue instant in prayer, 
and then most assuredly we shall obtain strength 
equal to our day. God bless you ! 

No. 25. 

1809. 

1 MUST begin my letter, as you began your's, 
with an apology .for silence, and I must join you 
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diso in declaring > that it has hot (H'bdeaded firom' 
want of regard. For the last fortnight I have' 
been watching for a vacant hour, that I might 
write to you, but I have not found one« My 
time has been uncommonly occupied : I trust it 
has been in my Master's service, and I ought 
liot to complain. Though many of my en-' 
gagements seem trivial; yet as they form a part 
of one great plan, the least as well as the greatest 
are important. I lament only that I do not act 
more under' the influence of spiritual motives. 
I was truly glad to hear of your welfare, and of 

your comfortable situation at after all 

your various movements. There I hope^ you 
w91 receive many blessings; the presence of 
God-^a< sense of his love> and> an increased m^* 
sure of strength and vigour both of body and 
soul for his service. It seems every way proper 
and expedient that you. should suspend ^ your 
labours for a time, in compliance with the ad-' 
vice and wishes of your friends. Such a sus- 
pension, I know, is painful to yourself, aind it is. 
an instructive lesson to others. I have great 
cause for thankfulness, that I have beep enabled 
to maintain my post for so many years and with 
very few interruptions. Mine has certainly not 
been an inactive life, but the review of it fills 
me with shame and sorrow. - I now. seem asi&r 
from perfection as when I first set out. God 
be merciful to me a ^ner ! My hope and re- 
joicing is, that ^^ we are not under the law" to 
be condemned by it, *^ but under grace" by 
v^lbich we are justified fi*om all .things. ^! 
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what.should we do without the gospel ! Through 
God's mercy my own health continues pretty 
good. I think I have lately been better. But 
Ifeel that non sum qiialis eram. However, let 
us be willing aild thankful to work, while life 
and strength remain; and then, whether our 
day of service be longer or shorter, all will be 
well. 

In this publication there are positions, to 

which you and I cannot subscribe. The writer 
is said to identify justification with baptism; 
and this indeed' he must do to be consistent with 
himself: and he also maintains that our justifi- 
cation is lost by every wilful sin, and that re- 
pentance restores us to it. This notion will 
not Satisfy us — are the modern divines aware, 
that by their notions of baptism they fall into 
the errors of popery ? For on the same ground 
that they maintain that every baptized person is 
necessarily regenerated and justified, they must 
also maintain that every one partaking of the 
sacrament of the Lord's Supper must necessarily 
eat the flesh and drink the blood of the Son of 
man. We, my friend, have very diflferent notions 
of justification, and are thankful that it is secured 
to us by the oath and covenant of God and by 
the intercession of Christ. " Being now justified 
by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath 
through him — we shall be saved by his life.** 
Who shall separate us from the love of Christ l 
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No. 26. 

1809. 

I GREATLY rejoicc to hear of the improvement of 
,your health, trusting that days of increased use- 
.fulness and comfort are reserved for you. It is 
a great honour to depart and be with Christ 
even in early life; but it is a higher privilege to 
be spared for the benefit of the church, . though 
it be through many trials. If it had pleased 
God to have removed you from us, the bereave- 
,ment would have been particularly distressing 
to me ; I should have had to lament not merely 
the loiss of a dear brother and an useful minister, 
but the disappointment of my own fond expec- 
tations, that you are designed to take care of my 
poor sheep when I must be taken fi'om them. 
I will now encourage the hope, that I shall have 
more comfort in your society while we are con- 
tinued together, and that the people of this 
place will enjoy the benefit of your instructions 
for many years after my departure. We ought 
to be solicitous for the ark of God : and yet we 
should not prescribe to Him the means of pre- 
serving it. On this point, as well as on every 
other, we have need of much faith and submis- 
sion. Dum vivimus, vivamus. Be the measure 
pf our life what it may, only may it be weH eini 
f)loyed; and we m^y cheerfiiUy leave to our 
Divine Master the care of his church and the 
promotion of his own glory. My hands are 
quite full, and therefore I have but little leisure 
for letter-writing. But I have a hundred things 
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to say to you, and must spare a few moments for 
the purpo^. Every thing here is interesting to 
you. The churches are your main concern, and 
you will be pleased to hear that in your depart- 
ment all things are going on well. Your repre- 
sentatives are diligent, faithful, acceptable. In 
my own place too I trust that we have a measure 
of light and life and love. In myself I continue 
to complain of deadness, darkness, and an earthly 
mind. But I see many aroiind me walking stead- 
fastly in the way of peace and righteousness, and 
I trust that good seed is sown ; and shall yet be 
sown, which after my decease will spring up with 
abundant fruit unto eternal life. 

No. 27. 

1809. 

I AM now removed from you to a distance of 
three hundred miles ; but let this paper convince 
you that I am not* unmindful of you. I trust 
we are looking to one object, and knit together 
by one spirit. I think of you with affection, 
and rejoice to hear good accounts of you. In a 
short time I hope we shall be restored to our 
respective posts with renewed vigour to labour 
together in the service of our blessed Master.—— 
I need say nothing of this place: you know it. 
We must both lament the gross spiritual dark- 
ness that hangs over it. Thank God, there is 
some light. I have been pleased in meeting 
with some pious persons : and the pulpit is open 
to any faithful and prudent dispenser of the truth. 
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How much should we long and pray for^ the di& 
fusion and universal prevalence of the knowledge 
of God and of his Christ. — I was pleased and I 
hope profited by your letter : but it wore a 
gloomy aspect. It contained many complaints 
of yourself : but they are complaints in which I 
can most cordially join you. The malady, 
which oppresses you, I feel most painfully : but 
we are in the hands of the great Physician, and 
we shall be made whole. You appeal to me, 
r^pecting your case; and I beg to say, that 
^om my observation of others and from the 
whole of my own experience, my convictioa is 
that our blessed Lord is pleased to appoint for 
his people especial seasons of trial and tempta- 
tion, and that the measure and continuance of 
these are wisely and graciously ordered by him- 
self« It iis a point of peculiar importance in our 
school, and we have need of its continual appli- 
callion i — that the Lord tryeth the hearts. It is 
his invariable plan to dj*aw forth what is within 
usj to shew us to ourselves, and to manifest our 
folly and perverseness, by such dispensations, as 
are calculated to exerpise our various corrup- 
tions. For this purpose he varies our situations 
and circumstances, and places us in different re- 
lations^ (both by giving and by taking away;) 
so that christian experience in general consists 
of a succeission of changes, and we should look 
for seasons of dejection and seasons of joy. At 
different timeip and in different places, we lef^ru 
the . different parts of our extremely d^pra^ecl 
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character ; but this very knowledge is itlost sa- 
lutary, and by a most wonderful process contri- 
butes to the formation, the growth, and useful- 
ness of the christian. I remark, as in the church 
at large, so in each particular member, God not 
only carries on his work by a constant agency, 
but he revives his work by intervals, after seasons 
of a dark and distressing appearance. I wout<) 
therefore say to myself, as to you, " Hope thou in 
God : thou shall yet praise Him.** 

I should have rejoiced in meeting . There 

are few men, whom I more honour, esteem, and 
love. But I should not expect his religious system 
to be very profound or exact. His reading, his 
occupations, his connections have all been of 
such a sort as to prevent him from coming to. 
those conclusions which you and I have been 
driven to, as it were of necessity : and perhaps 
the very amiableness of his temper and conduct 
may have contributed something to the same 
ctase^ But though he know it not, he is a Cal* 
viniiBt in his heart : and with such men I can feel 
no difference. 

No. 28. 

If I had more leisure and better spirits, X would 
have written to you sooner* I have now to 
thank you for two kind letters, and especially 
for the latter, in which you express your affec* 
tionate regards for me in a time of great afflic* 
tion. It has indeed pledsed God to ^' break 
me vrith br^tch upon breach/' The blow wa« 
tremeodoua ; but the sttoke was accompanied 
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with so many circumstances of mercy and 
tokens of love, that I am more disposed to give 
thanks than to complain. My beloved child is 
taken, but not till she bad lived to give decided 
evidences of sound religion, and to adorn the 
doctrine of God her Saviour. Her spirit and 
conduct were truly christian, and of late had 
been peculiarly exemplary. She produced a fine 
boy, with every favourable appearance of reco- 
very : but two days afterwards, inflammationcame 
on, exactly as in her sister's case, and for five 
days she sufiered excruciating pains. But her 
mind was serene, and during the intervals of pain 
she was constantly praying, praising, instructing, 
and exhorting ; declaring her * faith and hope 
^and joy in God. Just before the last struggle 
she tenderly embraced her femily and friends : 
then exclaimed Christ is all in all, and imme- 
diately before her eyes were closed, as if she had 
Jooked into heaven and shrunk from it with sur- 
prise, she cried with broken accents. What! 
saved ! — What ! me saved ! . — O Salvatioii ! 
This was likie a song of triumph at the gate of 
heaven. I cannot grieve at such a death as 
this. The dear little babe sickened soon after 
its mother's death, and has now joined her in 
heaven. Poor dear Mr. H. who feels the stroke 
inexpressibly, manifests the t^hristian in his af- 
fliction, and shines the brighter for it. My 
heart bleeds for the surviving children ; but God 
is all-sufficient. I thank God that urider. this 
shock I have been supported, and my health has 
not suffered considerably. To m^ the instruc* 
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tions and warnings- are many. May I listen to; 
and profit by them. I have maintained my post^ 
and still hope to do it. You are returning to 
strengthen my hands and comfort my heart. I 
shall rejoice to receive you, and hope that our 
intercourse will be improved to better purpose. 
We have much to do: I thank God, there are 
good appearances in our churches. May our 
great Master make us more wise to win souls; 
more faithful, diligent, humble, ^ spiritual, and 
successful — I have a thousand things to say to 
you, but I have no time and no spirits to. write 
more at large. Excuse me for the present. We 
$hall have many subjects for conversation when 
we meet. 

I find my Tuesday evenings, when I am. ex- 
pounding the book of Job, particularly season- 
able to me in present circumstances: and the 
subjects seem to excite much interest in the 
people. I pray God to bless you abundantly 
and all your domestic circle, and with every 
good wish, &c. 

No. 29. 



does, not afford me many leisure 

moments, but it does not so occupy me as to 
prevent my thinking of you or writing to you. 
I seize my pen to give you some intelligence of 
your absent friend, who has been mercifully 
preserved in the midst of much hurry and con- 
fosiom I thank God that my health continues 
better;, and that 1 have* been able to stand in 
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the important post of St. J . f  without incon* 
yenience. I love that place and am pleased 
with the appearance of the congregation. Mjr 
object there is to confirm the truths and to 
bring before them every main doctrine, though 
not in the way of a systematic plan. My texts 
have been 2 Cor. v. 30, Bom. iii. 2^-24. Ditto 
27- Ditto 31. Titus ii. 10. I have been deeply 
affected by visiting poor dear C   at 

H-^ who is a perfect wreck both in body 

and mind. Another similar case^has occurred in 
that very valuable and weful man Mr. S .* >. of 

C- — who is quite disabled by die palsy. 

May £rod help us to do our Master's work^ 
while health and strength remain ! our time of 
activity will be short. 

No. 30. 

-t^—r^lT is just a month since we parted, m^ t^ 
me it has been a month of close iei:igfigipm^^. J 
bave never forgotten you, bulhl hav(9 AOt found 
a leisure hour to devote to you. Tb^ ca^^ i^ 
upon returning home after a long absence I am 
generally overwhelmed with business. I must 
«ee every body : • I must answer many letters. 
Admit this as my just excuse. Maqy^ thanks 
ibr the history you have ginea me of yourself. 
You were quite right in travelling so leisufidy. 
Your journey is the more likely to be of lasting 
service to you. Pray, never forget the design of 
it. I trust God will restore you to your plaee 
U'ith renewed vigour both of body and qiind to 
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do y.our Mast^'s work. I know not hour it is 
with you in travelliog; but as to my^lf I gene- 
raily find that .locomotive state to be injurious 
to the spiritual principle. I hope y<H} can ma^ 
nage better. You can practice discipline upon 
yourself. Through God'is mercy I am got into 
ffiy worik again, and am aUe to go through mjr 
usual routine. My people received me with 
affection and joy^ They had complained of my 
absence, bitt I believe they have forgiven me. 
I arrived just in time to c1(h» the eyes of dear 
Miss M. who has been my patient for aK>re 
than twenty years. Her latter end was j(like 
her life) a striking pattern of serenity and peace* 
She had longed and fH*ayed to «;ee me once 
«gaan: and her desire wa3 granted most re- 
markably. On the day I arriv^ she was able to 
flay every thing she wished and gave me fiill sa 
tisfaction alMNut her state. I found that death 
vafluponher^ andin^tle mwethan twenty.-four 
jionrs she was gone* A more honouiaUe cha- 
racter we have not kaown> and her death has 
fizci^ed much interest, I have endeavoured to 
improve it by a iuneral sennom My text was 
perfectly appropriate to her case ; ^' I have duh 
MB thee in the furnace nf affiictionj^ An ab- 
stract of my sermcm is goms to the Christian 
Guardian. 

No. SI. 

Tn^fi!? was no need of so serious a charge, much 
h^ qf a menace^ to induce me to write to you 
^^in^ before you leave D » It was vij 
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plan to do so. I wish to give you another as^ 
surance that you will meet with a cordial wel- 
come upon your return to L' Though I do 
not see much of you when you are at home^ yet 
it gives me pleasure in passing by your door to 
reflect that the house contains a servant of the 
same Master, a fellow-labourer^ a friend, and a 
brother. If it shall please God to preserve us 
together, I hope that our intercourse will be 
improved to the best purposes, and that we shall 
strengthen each others hands in God. Allow 
me to remind you of an observation^ of your own 

at C , that " we should be solicitous to 

make the be^t of what plans we have formed for 
doing good, as well as to invent new ones/' On 
this day fortnight then I shall be looking out for 
you, and pray that you may have a prosperous 
journey by the will of God and come to us in 
•the fulness of the blessings of the gospel of 
Christ* — ^You have enjoyed some^ sweet leisure. 
You must come forth and shew us the benefit 
you have derived from it. ¥ou are called to 
action ; you are ready, and desirous to obey the 
call. I have been almost overdone since my 
return. I have not been quite well, but am 
now better. Indeed I have not been suspended 
from any part of my work, and am still pursuing 
my old course. 

You consult me al^out expounding scripture, 
I do most strongly recommend it^both for your 
own sake and for the people's. It will lead both 
yourself and your congregation into larger, clearer, 
Inore consistent views of divine truth. It cer- 
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tainly requires more study than preaching from 
detached texts, and will occasionally involve }[ovl 
in difficulties in order to rei^der your addresses 
lively and interesting. But those very difficulties 
will do you good. However, in expounding, you 
must not maJce a point of dwelling on every verse. 
You may give the sense of many verses together 
in a summary way, as 1 did in the Acts of the 
Apostles, and am how doing in Job. The 
Epistles to the Romans and Hebrews are both 
extremely proper for your purpose, and open an 
extensive and glorious field. I should advise you 
to begin with Romans : and if you wish it, I will 
talk fully with you on the subject when we have 
leisure. 

You mention Luther. I admire the cha- 
racter. The dean has drawn it well. This is 
a valuable service. The Comment on the Gil- 
latians I studied in expounding that epistle^ and 
as to the point of justification 1 do think it most 
excellent. Here and there he may appear un- 
guarded: but he wanted the doctrine (in its 
iull extent) for his own comfort. So do yon 
and L Others are unguarded in their way. 

^0. 32, 33 iviU shew that he was fw stranger to 
the inward trials and difficulties of the divine 
life, though there were scarcely any symptoms of 
t/iem in his outward walk. 

No. 32. 
-In my public work 1 seem to be assisted 



.and I caniQK^ Wt believe that God: is still with us. 
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But I appear to myseK to utter things which I 
understaad not ; at leasi I have no abiding com- 
fortable sense of them. I have no vigour in 
private duties and often feel very painful temp- 
tations ; yet I am enabled to trust that all will 
be finally well^ I have hope and confidence in 
ibe divine covenant. 

No. 33- 
^O ! f 6r more of that divine principle which 



realizes invisible things, and introduces the en- 
joyment of things hoped for. I am trying to 
get forwards in my usual way ; but if I were to 
describe to you my stupidity, perverseness and 
frequent deviations^ I should astonish and grieve 
you. How great is the patience of the Lord ! 

JS^. 34^ 55, S6 wiU serve to iUustrate what is 
mentioned tibout the state iff his congregation 
in p. 188-197 

No. 34. 
-The influence of that poison which has dif- 



fiised itself through some part of my congregation 
is in a manner checked, but the evil is not eradi- 
cated. Many begin to be awi^re of mischief^ 
which they had not suspected* and so make a 
^and against it^ and «ome who were carried 
away, seem to be returning to a better spirit. 
It is certainly a sifting time with us and I cal- 
culate upon seeing much chaff separated from 
the wheats — ^The matter has been a trial to me, 
as you know 3 bat I bless God that I am sup- 
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ported and comforted. He has not withdrawn 
himself from me or the people, and I trust he 
has further blessings in reserve for us. 

No. 35. 
Ovn separatists, I hope, have done their 



worst; we mourn and pray for them, but we 
rejoice in hope that our God is still with us and 
that his work will still prosper. 

No. 36. 
— r— Who shall stand up for our Zion? My 



hands are pretty well filled, mine is a busy life 
and thank God that I do not wish to be idle. 
His work is still my delight and I rejoice that He 
is still pleased to make use of me. You know 
that I have had my trials here among the peo- 
ple, The rent is not yet healed, perhaps never 
will be. Yet notwithstanding these departures 
we perceive very little difference in our congre- 
gation, and I h^ve no doubt but that, good is 
still done among us. 

No. 37. 

To a friend labouring under great bodily weak^ 
ness and depression of spirits. 

1 AM thankful that you have been supported 

in the exercise of right principles and that you 
continue to feel their efficacious influence. That 
this influence is much obstructed, you need not 
wonder. You have in common with all the 
heirs of heaven> a corrupt nature to contend 
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with, which will be the source of many paiofoi 
trials, though it shall not finaUy prevail; you 
have also the additional difficulties peculiar to 
strong nervous feelings, of the effects and ten- 
dencies of which you ought to be aware in 
estimating your own state and progress. The 
grace of God is with you and will ^ assuredly 
perfect that which concerneth you. 

No. 38. 

To a new-married couple. 
While you dedicate yourselves to God in 



this new relation — you have reason to expect that 
he will render you a mutual help and blessing to 
each other — ^you are not so sanguine as to look 
for perpetual sunshine, but I have no doubt that 
you will find this change of state, contribute 
materially to your happiness — new scenes, duties, 
trials, comforts lie before you, but you must live 
by the same principles, and depend on the same 
grace which has hitherto supported you. 

No. 39j 40 exhibit his political views in 1792. 

Seep. 145-163. 

No. 39. 

What an alarm has lately been spread 
through the whole nation! the storm which we 
had long dreaded, seemed ready to burst upon us 
in an instant. But the enemy triumphed too 
soon, and I now hope that their rashness and vio- 
lence have defeated their own purposes. Surely 
our God has heard and answered prayer, and will 
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yet remember his favoured land for good. — Just 
at the time when appearances were the worsts 
and the most horrid seditious speeches wer^ heard 
on every side^ I came in the course of my ex- 
pounding to Rom. xiii. 1, 7^ on which I spokie 
in a full and decided manner, condemning in the 
strongest language the spirit of the times. This 
occasioned a remarkable stir throughout the 
town; but I hope the e£fect has been good: I 
was. most earnestly petitioned by great numbers 
to repeat the same sentiments on the next Sun- 
day evening, which I accordingly did, to .an im- 
mense congregation. On this latter occasion I 
took a larger view of, the subject from Chron. xii. 
3S, endeavouring to shew from the aspect of the 
times, " what Israel ought to do." — ^Whatever 
would be the consequence, I could not but bear 
my testimony, and I am satisfied : but many are 
displeased, and are continually pestering me 
with anonymous letters of abuse : we have had a 
town meeting, and much harmony prevailed ; 
the discontented dared not to open their mouths^ 
for, the. present I apprehend the storm is blown 
over; yet. still I think our danger is considerable. 
May we be among those, who " sigh and cry 
for all the abominations, that are done in the 
midst of us !'' 

No. 40. 



^^ I HAVE long had similar views of our nar 

tional state and similar apprehensions of danger : 
for some years past I have been standing upon my 
watch-tower, in expectation of some great shock. 
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which would o^ertura us; the dreiMie^ stroke 
has been mercifully ddajed, and from severed 
appearances I am inclined to hope that we may 
be permitted to stand a little longer. The IxH^ 
has again fought for us in a signal manner. Oor 
beloved king is restored^ and the price of coili is 
rapidly declining : so far prayer has been heard 
and should encourage renew^ and increasing 
applications to the throne of grace. Who can 
tell ?-^Possibly the public tranquillity may be 
lengthened out till we lie down in the dust : but 
if otherwise, I trust we shall not be left to dis- 
honour or forget our principles, bat be able 
under every possible change of circUfKistances to 
say/' I am persuaded that nothing shall be sMe to 
sepamte us from the love of 6od/' ftc. 

No.. 41. 

To a lady wko consulted him on the su^ect of 

• card-pla^ng. 

pERiaT nie to tha^k you^ thoi^h late, for the 
fa^'our you have done me in consulting meiupon 
your di^culties* I shall greatly rejoice, if «iy 
thing from> my pen^ either in my books or my 
letters, contribute to yi^ur advantage or oom«- 
fort. I congratulate you, dear Madam, on the 
determination, which I trust you have made, 
under a divine influence, to prefer the friendship 
of God to that of the world. I congratulate 
you also on the favourable situation into which 
you are now brought. The opportunities; which 
you enjoy under Mr. C 's ministry, are 



ineslimabiy precSDikl. No .lk;tk difference^ of 
QpinioQy I hope, wilt iodispoie you for giving 
htm a constant and seridua attention » and 4i^bile 
with busDible and fervent prayer you wait upon 
the Lord in his instituted means, and listen^ ta- 
tiie.f^thfid. declarations of^ne whom he bath 
honoui!ed in his service^ you need notidoubt but 
you sbeiU receive a« blessing j^cl' mak^ ai.happy 
progress.' ' i   , . . i '. - ^ , .. j 

In the divine tiife^ on wbicb I ^triMit /vou ba?e 
entered, vaiiowdifjSl^lies.may h^^xpwied to 
oeeiir. It is.not'alita^ easy todiseernf tteipath 
jOf ^y £ and as inydbt ignorance, pridfe»worldlines$ 
andttiibdi^f .reinia&.iii aU christians^ tbdsa pro* 
bably: ma^ iblas ^m ddiiberatians ; mA > t^b^^is^ 
fore !we slif^uld ;be jM^pared. to ;inake. aUawai»{0e» 
^ni^ for anoid>er.  ilf, .however, dur eye befaingH 
and our bea^t be upright* we. $h)JUi not .bet,pet)- 
4Ditted to^cG^tinuelloi^fin any p^dioftpu^. error* 
Tbei;Siubjec(, on' /whi^ :yOu are plc^aqed^ to ask 
mji opiiaion^ is one ^of ..d^t sort, on^ ; which 1 
allo^w: tbat good men. may differ, asf^fye% I ^ 
prehendvthat byfar |tbegJC^dt^r part of.the jlrnly 
seriQus and mo^t spiritual decline aad.qaoideQin 
tte practice of Cftrd-t^laytQg/ Qk) t^r$\^§^ X 
oonfefss that I.faavejopg ;b§on.incli«Q(jl.t<]^ jrank^ 
frotnf the most fteltb^rate . coj^sider aj(ii9tn: I.^wiJl 
freely state to you my) iteaaons, not.iiiitfi any 
desire< of; dictating to yicm^ but only in com- 
pliance: with your own request. . Spngie of thes0 
reasons, p€»rhaps, canocft j«rith propriety) be. pro^ 
posed to ^1 : at least there .are many * personl, 
;wha;firom their principle^ and tempers cannot 

F F 
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MiMT 4ttto my vJiBMHi. But tf I in^ jtidgp 
fittttfettet, ycfu «^ fMiiity Mo^HieBte iathe ge> 
msftil {tOiitkMtti, wliieh I tMidd lay down., hcm^ 
«<r«r yioa Wily »^Mt «o the partkttfar ftp^ 

• Ktsto v(W HMute ilbi: «Im i»^«n»t, lAe iM«vki^ 
iMi |!lM*y •<]€ bis Ctod $ )ind «very -fAcfilup'>bo«h nf 
kd^f 'aftd IHiAd) atid, dv^ry AOMettt loF 1Mb cob* 
istenoe, should in one way or another, lie «di» 

fl«jied ^Jlb ii >rekmmDa to iA«» Midi of his 
ereai^lttiv- Snt ti» 48 >itiNd() luai inoapiMft of 
«dtititMiitd caMrtiMs.. iiii htfi f tbn^ikeqmatfy 
KequtM Olhtt kiiicbt tif «MN:fte) IdiM thMe iiiieli 
MkicMAftfoa txteopttionB ttfiinii 4ttin ; iSMl asMi 
«liHt ckMlMt 4fe 4i(V«)it* ttpvn Khe Mretoh' itt Ite 
WHWiii^tliitiiMi «f ^dkNMi Mi^i«dtSv <it vnm fat 

«aMa^«klfOii» 'be )tt»t»«flt. HcMM w« dStfoKK 
-dienil^eildfy iof aifi«todiwts» tvMch) tf pMpcify 
^hiMit wad porttteii, inapf faw« «h ^pf 'tm* 
3&iiii<9' ^ I'Mk're Ms <d«diiiith}|f vigourt^aid maiik 
likh «o r«H6w Ml a|ij|Mcaciofe to «he gMit <dtffiib 
-of Ife. Vm, abcordiKig Oo iMs 4ttstMgMe, «» 
^divefi^itMS ««ta 4»e 4Ak»wable> but ihMe Hi^btoh «tiB 
•omosiMMit with it^eitiAtposeii'i^fqiiB'cftMiM, «hI 
«QM»ft>lNe^ V teat hiA fet- his ttfppoitited pMU 
.l4Ki3d>h«t<^»|}Mfv« «& ydti> tfiiftithk giwbntfibf ^ 
itho* pl6a8vite») whkfhi{tt««Ml In 'thevwrld^ «aft 
tttft oififlhis >liind> 4Bii- dre'tlMr«f<»<fe titMily-inAi- 
"ftisttibl^. H i>ejolte #»t yoiii I»e4i«tiui «dvimile 
^Mr^lhose vanities: y^MKBagFi'thttf** thejr ave^eon- 
-inity to i*e1i^oii, ^and ileftd os <ir <6^Hn '<ted/' 
•But yob wil^ to distitog^i^ fvIi«t:Ate <lii«oemt 
■iEHid ^tierffline to 1«Ikiqu(Bh \MhatJfl#eqi<»t so-: f 
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vroidd. ^iaily mmst ycAir debberations tfer tknjf 
purpose. I observe ihen, nespectiag amuses 
tteots in generaly tbaft tbejr are ujtterly uusuitabie 
to a Christ iau, 1. If they take up too large a 
porti^ of his time. He should remember, that 
he )^^s bu&iness of unspeakable iJI^>ortal^ce to 
traasaf^/ and but a i^hort aeasoa allowed £ot it. 
H^ shofild pot therefiare dare to trifle away ^n»' 
BOcessarily any of ihat titne which ought to be 
impnwed to good, accounts 
" Or ^ If they are ^pedsivie. He is but a 
steiiyacd) aiid. npt^ the absdiite proprie^r of 
what he veceivesL . Though his gracious J^td 
aHow him to consult^ his . oomfont ia soipae pro^ 
portioa tp his inoome, y<et He gives hisEt no 
lioanoe to. squander away in vain pursuits, wiiut 
•might be employed for .t|i^ relid^ atxL support 
of hie poor saiutsj . , . i 

lOrS. Jit\ify engnos^ the thoughts, and. e^ 
tiv9te:tfae miudw His .heart must be fixed upoix 
things Bhovfl, and he oMuot eonabteutly with 
bifi prificiplea^ ^Mw himself ip those recreations, 
iviiidinequiffe so^imu^ofbis attantk>u^.tbdtlto 
yranid (be chiefly oeciipied witb thcpn^ aud of 
^nsequence^his^grand ot^ect wiould be n^eisked 
0r laiutly pursued. 

' .Or j4« K they ant oounei^ad with circunt«* 
stances^ >which are of a nnsohievpus tendoncyt 
though in themselves they might be indijSi&rent 
6r impooeut, they become. not only iuwpedient, 
bi^t shaSaX. Thus what ithe cbri^tiaa cfmnpt prac- 
tise .without ^mixing ndth.vfuu and trifiittg com* 

r f2 
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paby^ JOT necessarily indtilging in idle and &<^b 
coQYersatioh, he must consider as* dishonourable 
to 'his character, since he is charged to abstaiD 
from eiery appearance of evil. . . 

Or 5. If they are likely to produce any bad 
effects either in himself or others. If ihey pol- 
lute his own imagination^ excite wrong tem^ 
pers^ or unfit bim for spiritual duties, they ought 
to be shunned with abhorrence. Or,, while he 
allows himself in any gratification, if his example 
be. liable to much abuse, by encouraging others 
te sin, hardening trahsgressor8,y6r grieFing the 
minds of the truly religious, these are sufficient 
reasons, why he should carefully avoid those 
amusements, which otherwise .he mi^t inno- 
cently follow. See Rom. xiv. ISrS 1.1 Cor. viii* 
13. Mattb. xviii. 6, 7. 

Tliese are general remarks, in which pipbably 
we shall perfeclJy agree ; and I apprehend thi^ 
these principles will i^w the inexpedience, . if 
not the sinfulness of most feshionable drrersion^. 
The only doubt is, how . fiir they naake against 
the practice of card playing. Now it is aUowed; 
that card playing, simply considered . in itsdf; 
does not* necessarily appear, to be ^ sinful. It 
may be said to be no more than turning; over ^a 
few paiinted papers. But this is not a fair state- 
ment of ahe case; it ds a very partial consider- 
ation. : . 

Card playing has > sometimes been .objected 
to on this ground, that all games of chance (so 
called) are unlawful, as implying an appeal to 
the grand and Sovereign Arbiter of all events. 
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'wfiich.i^uld never be'made bat- on. a soleMn 
occasbn. This,: however, I forbear to insist 'pn* 
I apprehend, that 'most, if not aU, x>f the preoed* 
iog remarks may be ap{dkid to card 3^ as thejf ar^ 
Gonunonly used.: and though some pant .of tliis 
evil nay be prevanted, by certain qautious and 
prudent persons, yet. the sincere. and ispiritimk 
christian should be.afiraid of encouraging aipmo^ 
tice, which is generally productive; of much mis- 
chief. I would ask, do not cards encroach upon 
your time, which. is wanted for. other. and h^.t^^ 
purposes ? Do they not sometimes break in upon 
those hours, which are set apart for: family and 
private prayer? The stake may be small $ but 
are there not . various expences. attending this 
amusement which dipainish your ability fOr doing 
good ? . Is there not something &scinating;in'tlie 
game, which almost insensibly draws the mimi 
from better things? — It appears to tne, that 
cards are utterly indefensible^^ as not answiering 
the purpose, for. which amusements ar^ aliow«^ 
able. They afford no exercise . to the, body,cnor 
any relief to the mind: for if attencifed to, :Uiey 
require <much thought . and &tiguef xather thaik 
•refresh the spirits. They do. not, then, in .any 
view fit. a person, for the better discharjge of the 
rdutks of life ; . but on the contrary, I fear,* they 
tend to stir up many wrong teo^ry, c&ssipate 
aU serious reflections, and indispose the soul for 
.the spiritual eqiployments orthe doset. I have 
had some , experknqe of these effects, and must 
.say^ from my knowledge x>f the evil, that I can- 
not conceive of any .4)ne .going > from; die card 
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tttbldtd wait upon hb Gkvfl with f^imlk flnMr 
of ^L^votion.' I dbject to tins amiikementi^ not 
otklf' becaode it H a prdfusfe mispettdhip bf. tiine^ 
iMt IM9 It is a settled pUtn of dd^oting li ecnskfert 
AU portitm to tteit empiojment^ in which there 
ton be tio^poinbUity of i!it€iileafting dnj mMA 
IwMiti to others^ or making tany iin^t>yeiiient ftf 
emti^lfeB.' The conterdation^ during the gfeuin^ 
dsumot but be insipidifoc^sH^nddiagiislSng to ai^ 
imiibte person who would takfe an exact acctnUkt 
ftf it ; dud I ha?e beard that Mr. Lodce refased to 
phgr at oardB^on this ground. And ^e we not 
diarged to avdid ail idte vjordsy ahd to tofte eai^ 
that our 4»nmiunieatiQns be godd, to the t»e of 
edifying^ that they may minister grace to the 
hearts? Ah ! liow unlikely, or tatiier impossible 
n it that this injhnotidn sboald be dbsbr^M at 
the card table ( In dlher ck)ilipanies'hi Whiich we 
tBillt mix ofccaxionaliy, as ^ou a^gue^ mdch. unv 
profitable discourse tiiay 4rise, B«t in those 
werf ccmipailieB, when tbe christian is brought 
into theni, hfc will be watching for an opportunity 
ef A*Qppik^ soilie serious, bint^ that may produce 
lasiing good : and those companions^ ninong 
wlmm: be bartnot bear einy testimony ftr the 
ti%th and s^rribe of his God, will not :be his 
^«i6iK0d or most inttmatis a8soeiate$. I ^res«tnb, 
if caed' pvrttes he kept qptp it ^annot well he 
'nihbng the piops and devout 4 foie the time at 
leastyithat thiese 'palties ase held» e^ery thing idf 
te velijgtous itenflemgr tiiiM fmcesBarHy, and vapAi 
^ prenledkated system be atnlodid^ lubk iis adc 
aatexkv^/m\dx van be oar 'laotlve ibr seeking w 



vkat cffiict da we fiwl i}|^ one oaMs.! ¥hfft.arf, 
tbseon«o|iMDew dtra of 9ttf «o«|ll«!S* wit|i o^^^f 
Are w« nMt weakfuw^ltKe Irandfi <»C t^^ei wbe«ti 
we diottl4 Hoengt^bw? Af« V9 Hfil gt^Mvtnff 
U»cir JBtodawbomiw^ o«^ f^Di «IWB^^ ^^m 

tli««e, amoog whwn wl misbl opBV^rw ^fUi 
firoodMB on dinoc tbiogs^ 4«4 tbw ptdm^ ^9fk 
«dKr\[i flfdriUial ecU&»tia»2 TbQ p««^ <>f tllft 
Vforld are aot to be t^tali^ ayai^ } ^ pcrhipi 
rame piaus pMmpna hmrt^ hw» Aq« f 0ditf«» SiMA 
I thinjc -wte should ncA M«k the $oai^ <^ ifeptM 
who make mi pvefeanomof gQd)iqew».Mii^ltQttt..fi 
yinoper eeoaiiQMi, nor e/tK^t mm^ tfaMn 9»j ikum 
«Mi:gr«ttad. Ctor oginpKnf <« -wHb tl>e<t w^illA 
•iiljr Apoowfi^s than in tiswr. vain pws«Hfl} a# 
ImtA tbey ««)ld be raoce Iftdy.to ^mm.un.m^ 
iroiB iSod* tfaaato oleiii(k« tlimf mm^ *» ^^m 
idi|^ ; AS mapy mvM ^» Mn |ifi* prov^ Mi^ 
we learn wisdom from tlieur.frUt 

That 9<raw. good mm. ^ .Biihop Jionwlpo^ 
«^y) did , «ot condemn, (tto piwd;ice oC <ard 
irisyaigf . d^l^ oii^ tha( 4tey ifoigbt mat bf 
awwe of eiii the p^nicifinii QOMteqipQnoMi md 
«e .flhpnU be afraid of. beioi^ iaBueaMd by 
MBspB^aUe names. Ife.woHld bft dtAcplt ta 
pnodttce vof' instance. <oimiA .gDQdt» vffaiehtbqit 
did by their oanfonnily. 

I isioice Aat you Ma dettiauned • t» Jiise 
naore |p do with t|ii« d iiJlll li u > irhaa 
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ecmvineeci HmVir is wttmg ; akd :pamAt j^^ 
to obsehre/tliat y6li i>C(j^t tofialif fei»r r^uquisb 
it, till yoU' are^- suftisfi^, \on cleslr: grounds^ 
that it is perfectly flight. For w& ought never 
to practise whait we d^ubt of: otlierwise. it 
will become sin <o n^'- SuobV at least;^! under- 
stadd to-be the apbi»tle!s argument in Ti&m. -xtv. 
92y ^. ' I am p^rstiaded; thiit if you > give up 
cards and card parties on prop^ principles, yoo 
will not lose any recdpleftstire. 'Y^u.wiH bear a 
more decided testimony of your- serious aMach- 
ment to religion ; you will enter m'or^ithorougfaljf 
into it^ enjoyments, arid pfobaUy' form: inore 
Viduable connections, with whom you yM partuke 
of far superior entiEirtainmentsJ However, as I 
mtimated bdbre, I mean not to dictate.' I en* 
tredtr' you, dear madam, while you endeavour to 
oiiltitate a spintual fifniidijudge'^oiinMif ; }a^ 
you not been hindei^ iniyour pri^psess .by thia 
Wy aniucenient? atiii^does it not, in your best 
moments, appear t6' you unsuitable to: oue, who 
f^oC^sses'to be sm hc^r^of beiEiven,.»nd ei(pec^'to 
dwell with God &k ^ver? ' - - i- . — , ,r ! - 
- I have written inore than I intendod ; smd yet 
I seem to have said«but litile. ^ If a profer op« 
pdrttttiity should ^ oJOfer;* I ' ^11 rejoioe'. to;:entee 
more^at largje intO' tbi« subjept in private' cnn* 
yersa^ion with yj>u* < Xido'iiot-^ quite idespair '.of 
bavitigthat plmsure. 'InUhe mean ttmepamit 
ipe toi request the iMrow of an answer, in iwhioh 
I hope you will be so fr^ as to state all you9 
t^lyebtcOns to what is here advanoedi ^. You Jakre 
piy^ bes(l; iiriies« I pray God to give unto m 
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both the. needAil infloences of his spirit^ that we 
Hiay think and act agreeably to our hofy calling. 

I am, with sincere regard. 

Dear madam. 

Your faithful friend and servant. 

No* 42. 

To a friend on the biHh of a child, and containing 
' an account of his last illness. 

MY DEAR SIR, . Dnr. 3^ 18». 

I BATS been prevented hy^ iUness from andweriag 
to your friendly letter,' andi new, though far from 

being wdl,I wiril tryltogive you and Mrs. ~5 • 

this proof; . i>f my affectionate remembrance. 
Mrs.. R . — ..and I join our. sincere cbngca- 
tiila(tipns:on. the hnpoctaht event which baa taken 
place in y/oM iamilyr-God bias blesied you with 
a son ; may it be taken into his houshold as an 
heir of heaven;. and prove to both .the parents a 
source of cfmsoJation i-~But may I not warn you 
both to beware of loving the dear little creature 
with an idolatrous affection ? If you should allow 
it to usurp the place qf the Creator, He may in 
mercy demand it from you again. But receiving 
it from Him, devoting it to Him, and training it 
up for Him^ you may expect His blessing and 
much comfort with it — I rejoice in the prospect 

you have of the in&nt's life and dear Mrs. 's 

speedy recovery. 

And now as to myself, for I suppose you will 
be eager to receive some account of me — I have 



1 
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bad a yery serioiis attack of • dangerous diseai 
the i4[>oplexy-~aEid bj Grod's mercy ha?e ex^ 
perienced a marvellouft d^iveraac^. My life was 
despaired of, and yet my recovery was rapid. — It 
is possible I may live a short time longer, and be 
^labled to do somewhat more in my Master's 
service. I hope I can leave it with Him. — Last 
Sunday morning I was permitted to preach again 
for the iirst time since my lUness, The oocasioo 
was solemn, and the service knprea^ive. The 
people seemed to receive me as a witness raised 
frcn tbe dead, I remain in a weak state, but 
without any positivie. suiflbriiig. My^Eertioiu^ 
if I am s^iared, moat be much fewer and ahmter 

than they have been. My dear Mrs. R « 

has been much harassed by her ftars an^ land 
afcteations:to me* But I am thaakftd that she is 
BOt materially worse. We join in. best regaids^ 
and every good wish for you and Mrs. 
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May you long be qpaped tmde go6d in the church 
of Christy and to help and <;omfort one anotber I 
I oonnaend you to God, and am always. 

My dear air. 

Your affectionate friend. 
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An© now> wiih what I farust will be deemetf 
satisfactory evidence before m, 1 shall en* 
deavour to assist my reader in presenting 
himself Jtrilh a just cHAHACtiR of Mr. Ro- 
binson : a Ohariictfir n^ade up of pur«^ aolid« 
wdkiittbfaiftered materials* and oast in am*: 

ple'mctald. 

Somd jtitt c9nQeption of bis mind might 
be fbrmed fiiom hjt person and coufitenance* 
Like Agricola% tftie habit i>£ his body was 
** ^kcentifff qu^mekbUmm" becomii^ rattier 
thkil elev^^d. But he never appeared to 
want height in the pulpit* His shoulders 
meit bt^d«4iis chett open-^bis «rm 
sholt biit mu^tdar-T^his hand tn*oai aiid 
tenaeioos-r^bb step measured if not graoct- 
fol->*4i» /head erect— 'his eye pierdn^'^o 
hm oduntcnance meditative* penetratieig^ 
atid toraugnanb^^^his voice fil^ oAe of . the 
■"^mat 6f thtmderJ" Aa hasty moment's 
Tietr of hiai'*f-hi8 prBseDoe;^ air, figure, ad- 
^reskx-f^ould have, kd you to antiotpate^ 
%iiat: a fortower search cbofiroM. ** Bamm, 
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virumfacilt crederes, magnum Ebtmthr." — ^Yoo 
ooald Dot but think bim a good man : yoo 
would be inclined to think him a great one* 
The distin^i^ng qualities of his mind 
were. viGOUB, comtrkhkhsion, sAGAcrrr, 

JUDGlfBNT, FniMNESS^ PROMnTTUDB, om- 

On. eveiy subject which occu|Med his at- 
tention, he thought vigamafy : it was.not a 
feeble, pfttfllanimous, oerreleas hold, but a 
man's grasp with which he seized iL His 
theological opinions — bis practical pnn- 
ciple — his conversatian^ spirit and walk — 
all indicated a manly and robust mind. 

His view of every subject was compnt- 
hensive. .He. stood as on an hill, and his 
horizon was remote. He saw the point 
before him in. all its bearings. He took in 
all sides of it at once, and formed aa bar* 
monious whole out of many parts. In . every 
sermon he preached, in ev^ admonition 
and. opinion which he gave to friends who 
consulted him, heiniade proof of this talent 

He possessed an.hi^h degree of discern- 
ment : could • apprehend the! meaning of an 
author ^ quickly ; could . unravel mysteries 
in providence . and grace; could read meki!s 
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thoughts, and could^ hit ;so'vas both* to 
wound and' heal . His ' pmaching < and his 
conversation showed much of this talent; 
** The eyes of his understanding being en^ 
lightened," he dived far bdow the surface 
of the deep things of- God; stnd his natural 
acuteness, aided -by this . light, > made him a 
sbxe^f d discerner of characters, cdunsi^ls and 
events. Hie discourse, his project, his plan 
were nicely fitted' to r die - occasion and f to 
tl^ persons interested in. them« / - 

These, qqalities wpuld: prepare, us tp ex^- 
p^ct great >soiindiiess> of /jt^^gment in him : 
nor shall weibe di^ppoinjedf- Piainf^^odr 
sense, » candour and 0^Jfji?i-e^ were j qowr 
t^icyous in all hi$>jd^Qisi<^/ ^ It; was Aot a 
philosopher's, but a plain .man's i^ie;w ths^t 
he took <^ihis suhjeict ; it was not^a ^chokir'S 
topics that he selected,:. but i topics whioh 
would bi6 intelligible to <5onijnon n^indd,; and 
would ^aiect them ;. it was not- thei dictate 
of papsion but of calm r "right reaaon^^rwhiieh 
guided; h^ ) determination and^ hisr Step i|| 
the, more eyen^tra^ of his daily, life, aod in 
his; ascent pr. descent; to heights and vallies. c 

He Waftj^rw^t^ in heading .what he rey 
ceiyed. . He ^possessed a rmanly .confidence 
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m hb own dMmmmi unmed Amtt intoe^ 
fidlfp and iMJnteincd thsm witfamit wa- 
vering. It was lemaiked to me Iqr a ks 
coofide&t iMit not ktt abk mindt thsA '' he 
never seemed to fed the objectioBs whiA 
lay i^^BflHt fljyitems fike his own, as at sd 
afiectiog bis opiaimis 6r himself" Haviag 
dMught dispaa wo D Q trfy^ and jadged de- 
liberately, lie s^med to say, ^ I believadt 
afid thepefore have I spoken/ I jtaod on a 
rock : the waves aretioisy* the ^emeBHsave 
tompestooas, but my rock standetfi sure." 
He did not alwaj/a give a reason for hi| 
^Hmfidbnoe : he wodd have lost miidi of 
tiMt sai^eiss and iniaeaee whii^ he deaify 
HM^ed to this quaH^, had he ooodesoMMM 
/always to explain, decision insfwes oonr 
6denoe: eiij^anation, Aough just and sa* 
liffttftoiy, sometimes weakens tt. 

He waspiwTigMr toe in making vp Us min4. 
Often, he seemed to take in tl^ whole sub- 
ject at a glance ; to msAse no <fiiedti<m widi 
lanMself what was tfce right couise to pwsuef 
to have no difficulty in drawing ^ip and 
pottrii^ 4<^h bis aiatter. Of eourse dw 
was not always so : but on all subjeete he 
was oompansitivefy qaidcaadjeady. Some- 
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tautelMiriiBBMftdtad iipr«i while ^'aslifrttdt in 
hulMMtee»<aiDd^ asihe 'waflsed< by the wl^;^ 
bot he was sMottn fxrptexed widi <Hnill)ni> 
didjory loi^niiiferatiDiis, and never lecMitiniied 
long in -indedsiim. He turned the Bdtyjeol 
Well (Mrer : in he mind) soon resolved, And 
loon ladriscd or aotcNl. 

• To lAiat rpmfevdts he. <added the mstiM 
iuoaltyttdmhr; he ^ccetled in mediodi»ng 
and onraoging his thou^ts. He eofiM. 
break down ^is genemls into ^aetiovAtaa^ 
widaDfKft each in its plaeej Hint you HnotM 
tft ileait Bee hi* mtey to hb ieonelusion, if y«ii 
dkl-Jfdt<Bheo8ei|i»«o^iefliceln4t' Whu^htt 
Ik 3«isqted, or Bdvifeed, -or taught, be tiad 
•4 tdcAf' \HMch he tanraveied^  ; : r i - > : 

. With idle tii^er, or, as I i^onid iiEB^ei' 
telni >tlia!niy ^ner tpcmieM . of the ntott. 
Mr. Robinini 4^6 Qjlamigly >endi(iwr^r ^ 
git^iiu, iflitte ai^Mytfiim«iu;/4ie^MiMi8ediliCtle. 

He iiad Bothktg «f dnAd ^^ono^ption,; nioi- 
ihinf'iif Jivelf uma^^iitiani , mnthisg «if tnot- 
V4ltjf a<id brigupiaUl^ in hh el^af Uioiightf 
tHe^iit0uy<«oRi&ti9iei9^eiaii iKgoniMuifiemi 
49 i^siiiidberiaLi and; pulithea -feimtard with 
4i(f«n?0VbichftBade;yott;tbHdc<for« momstit 
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that Ihey were his oma, knd fieah fkm tbd 
mint. But, without much of iO(iiiaide;aJkioii 
and inquiry, you would distover it was'OO 
new flight— he said only what had been 
tlMDiugbt and said many times before. 

His tastt vr9^ o^nrect but hot refiiMd. I 
do not think he had any keen reUsh for 
the higher beauties of eloquence and po- 
etry; He had read and approved ' the 
more received classical writers of our own 
country, and of ancient times: but-I 
f|aefllion if he had that hide inexplic^ie 
giist, which is satisfied with light food; ^lat 
•delicacy of sense which rehires ho ^touch'; - 
an '^ar' which is as an heart. ^ Hisjudjgment 
restrained him from ofiendihg, biit he^hei^ 
thfer possessed* nor had the power of ekcitmg, 
t\»t sixth sense, which is in its tumrboth tiie 
agent and the subject of rapture. 

^' Not tooelt'd but wraj>t--^tiot wali^fi'd bat iksfk^d:' 

Sentiment, whether in the form of seiitehtious 
aphorism, or • of tender half-cohcealed ap^ 
peal to the feeKngs, had ho place in hts 
writings or in his mind: tlie bad hse of 
it he abhorred— the best- he would have 
thought generally unsi^asoncLble. What he 
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had not^ in this particular he did notgreatL3r 
covet; but when he aimed at something 
like it — ^those who understood it best have 
pronounced that he. &.iled. 

As he possessed not what are usually ac^ 
counted the highest powers of the mind, so 
he was deficient in some lower attainments. 
He had not his full portion of minuteness and 
precisum. He did not always* measure all 
his steps in argumentation, whether iengaged 
on. speculative, or on practical subject;^ by 
'the rule and square; but rather. disdained 
sudi' niceties, as t^iously scrupulous and 
unnecessarily exact. He looked broadly 
and generally, where it might sometimes 
have been better, if he had looked narrowly 

and clbsely. 

Now does not this short sketch of his in- 
tellectual powers exhibit him as one whose 
mind was just adapted to his i^ation ? What 
would those higher powers have availed the 
parochial minister of a plain people i Pre- 
ciseness and logic would have made him 
a better teacher for the schools; but would 
they have instructed him to be the edifying 
pastor of a congregation, consisting cfai^ifly 
of those '* not many noble, not many wise, 

6 6 
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iidtinaily m^;faty/' whom God 'hath /iiosefi 
ito'coia&mnd the ivise afid the m^ty ? 
. His l&Qowledge and learDing were a sort of 
twin sister to the powers of his mind. He 
oeyer appeared to want either. Phnb him 
where yovt would— ^in the pulpit, or in the 
public meeting, or ia the ^social drcle of his 
equak^he.neTer betrayed ignorance on any 
subject on which he could be expected to 
possess knowledge. At ^hool ancfc in col- 
lege, he bbtaini&d and preserv'ed the reputa- 
tion, of an exxieUent schokKT} He possessed 
a great &ci|ity of acquiring knowledgte : and 
there can be no^ doubt that, if he had devoted 
himself to hterary pursuits, he would have 
made admirable profidency in any art' or 
science, and might have died a prodigy 
of learriing f But this was one of those •* all 
things,'* mbre Valuable than Peter's fMiing 
nets, which he forsook for his Master's sake, 
and for which he is now' ^* rieceiving his huh- 
dred-foldjnore." I havd heard hiiii express 
a transient aiid almost invdluntaiy regret 
that he had not made himself ia learned 
man. '* I have sometimes felt,'^ ^aiid he,. 
*' that I Could have liked to be a learned 
man : but 'tis better as it is." 
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tt was not that He ever neglected the due 
cultiyation of his talents according to his 
time and means. '^ He was faithful to that 
he hadi-' But' from the moment when he 
entered into active life,- which he might be 
said to do when he kil the nmv^rsity, he 
had veiy little time for' enlarged and ex^ 
tensive ' reading. What be learned afresh^ 
be kanied hf little »iid littler and when 
he was called to a subject which required 
new lights he knew where to- look for it, 
sought it assiduously and oii the instant^ 
and so rapidly possessed himitelf of the sen-^ 
timents of dthens^ that he could bring them 
into immediate a,nid effecthr^ use. His chief 
reading 'ho wever, during the active part of 
his lif^ was in the bible$ and in books con« 
nected with its interpretation. I have not 
heeii accustomed to coniSider him as m* 
tieaify feix^ft in^ the knowledge of the dead 
languages — but he possessed what was far 
more profitsble tfa^n the <^ritic*s expertness, 
the eye of the Spirit/ abd "the mind of 
Christ/' 

His 'learaingr like his inental powers^ was 
of a aoit wtuch suited his place better than 

oo2 



«01IE ACCOUNT 

if it had been more profound. We ca]iiM>t: 
wonder at this, when we recolleet how plain 
it is, that he was sent to the place which 
he filled by Him who '' madeiman's mouth,'' 
and could teach. him what he aboold know 
and what he should say. ; We are .all ready 
with the remark, what wcnild it aT.ail him 
now, to hiaye possessed the knowledge .df a 
Bacon,, a Beptl^, or a Newton ?~a questi<» 
teiy ju0t and appropriate though it savours 
of c<Mnmon-place, and which ccHileB with 
additional height. tO;my mvid, through the 
recent testimc^y of two. or. three able, 
learned and pious mini^rsiy .who. had. en- 
joyed more fevourablc) opportunitiies <^ ac- 
quiring extensive , learning, yet on drawing 
near to death were loud and pointed in the 
remark .^nd Is^mentation, '^ How vain^have 
alliny ajttainments in learning beenJ^If 
my life were to be prolonged^ I would study 
my bible and nothing else/' 

His. HEART was PIOUS, AFPECTIONATB, 
frINCBRJB, STEADFAST, COMPOSED,. SfiJLF-OO- 
VERNED. 

. Deyotedness to God, even the Fdther of 
our Lord Jesus Chris(;-rrthe triune .Jebovah-r^ 
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the God of the Bible*-was the mainspring 
of all his actions. His piety was not so 
much that of the closet as of the life. He 
was a Jman of secret prayer no doubt ; one 
who had searched the scriptures diligently: 
for himself— for his own use 2^d guidance aa 
well as for others— and one who studied a 
portioa of them daily, as amongst the ap- 
pointed means of: grace. He applied the 
trufh too very faithfully to his own con- 
viction, reproof and consolation in many- 
precious daily moments of . holy meditation./ 
But his devotioa must be chamcterisied^ as of 
the active rather than of the contemplative 
kind. He had mbre'enjoyment, Ishould guess;, 
in soqial than in private Wiorabip. His medi^* 
tation was. carried on, a good deal of it, aa 
he walked the streets.-^If once had the 
presumption to insinuate a suspicious in- 
quiry, what portion of time he :mighfc 
usually spend in closet duties ? which he re-^' 
pelled with some little smartness by saying, 
"rYou do tiot kiiow me-4-I can think as I walk 
the streets-^if I am tempted,, it is in my clo?- 
itV An answer, which strongly confirmed 
me in the persuasion, that we mn^ leave 
iour jieighbour to himself in these- matters; 
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he must judge of time and.nlanber 
means for himself '' the Loixi being : hb 
heIper."*r-But his piety^ thoiigb it might 
have less ^^ of the flow of souP* than that of 
many sainte. was anient; wai coost^nt. -was 
solids was coAstraiiiing, was (dnduriiig^ was — 
beyond the common lot of C3od's servants — 
unvarying. He did not lose ^ght for many 
moments together of the invisible I^ealities 
which he preached. It was a tender afiec- 
tion which he: felt towards his Saviour^— that 
Saviour was precious to him — his very name 
had a charm for him-^he loved to hear it, 
to pronounce it, to speak of it: He had 
a continual reference to the Spirit's work in 
his own soul— he oherfehed, expected, de- 
lighted ip his influences/ God was bis love 
and dread. He had a deep sense of His 
power and majesty. He ' seemed to* :hear 
the trumpet which is to wake the dead-^ 
to see '* the great wlnte throne^^-and the 
books opened. . . 

Mr. Robinson had studied that ^^^com* 
mandment which we YiSLve yrdht- him, that 
he who loveth God, love his brother also/' 
His natural temper was affectimuUe. The 
law of kindness dwelt on his lips and in his 
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fajeart. But his love wiEts regulated by ptin^ 
qiple. He ; loVed cian . not pnb/^ aor yet 
chkfy by ipipulse and: feeliQg^^-^ihQugb I be^ 
lieve, he would have loved him if theipe had 
been 410: bible — ^but prindpally^ as hi& neigh-^ 
bour and bro(:ber, whoili>; as suc^, iGo^lmd 

V 

commanded him to have pleapure^ in^ and 
to serve. Thus he was affectionately eager 
to prorbote the happiness and comlbi% the 
well-being and well-doing, of all mankind; 
but with due regard to that gradation of 
claims which God has established and re** 

« 

cognises. To his wife he gave the first 
place in his huEban at£Eicbments~to his 
children the second-Hx) his people, to his 
near relatioi^, to his personal fiiends^ t<i 
his servants, to his country, to his . ki|ig, to 
his beloved brethren in Christ, to all hi& 
fellow christians, to enemies, to fore^ers, 
to infidels — their varied portk>h of respect/ 
^bni^deration and tenderness. He was a 
hroad^hearted man, who could comprehend 
many objects of regard within his capacious 
circle at the sarne instant; and he had that 
eontroul over his temper and feelings, which 
preserved him from %6\n^ out and expend- 
ing himself upon one object, to the ne* 
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g^eet or injuiy ci others. It has be^i 
lOSiQiiated — and soiiietimes diougfatpeiliaps 
where not avowed — that he came Aoit m 
the duties of a father. But his liters, I 
trust, have aonihilated this groiHidlesB sos- 
picion. If our neighbour is to prescribe to 
us the exact rule and plan by which we shall 
' train up our children, some will doubtless 
say he &iled. But he did what be thought 
was best for them. It was a principle with 
him, not to attempt too much with ycHmg 
people ; not to over-nurse — but leave some- 
thing to God and themselves. He was 
truly the loving shepherd of a flock '^ who 
knew ham.'* He tried to guide, to guard, to 
feed all the flock; the lambs as well as the 
sheep ; th^ fat and thriving, as well as the 
lean cattle. Bui the poor have not forgot- 
ten that, if he had a partiality and an over- 
weenii]^ anxiety, it was for them. He couM 
truly say of all, " it is not yours but you.-' 
Disinterested zeal, disinterested kindness, 
dbinterested anxiety, laboriousness and li« 
berality loosed his toigue in the pulpit^ in Ae 
sick ohamber, in the public meeting, in the 
convivial party— his hand to the poor-^his 
heart to all EQten. 
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Mr. Robinson was eminently a sincere 
man: thoagh I have sometimes doubted, 
whether hk sagacity and talent for manage* 
ment ^id not tempt him to infringe a little 
upon simplicity. If the sure touchstone, 
the arduous and difficult test of honesty, 
inflexible perseverance^ l^ applied to his 
religious profession ; the gold will ^hine 
forth brilliantly* Forty years of public life 
spent under the view of many keen eyes, 
listening ears, and wide-opened tongues, 
without a single imputation fastened upon 
his integrity — sameness of character, same* 
ness of testimony, sameness of habit and 
walk— must be allowed to proclaim of him 
beyond all posability of evil surmise, ** This 
man was what he seemed." His teachingis 
were animated by this spirit What he said 
he felt— not generally only, but in each 
sermon, and in each topic of his sermon 
and in the remarks of his graver conversa- 
tion. He was also careful to preserve great 
strictness of veracity in his professions of 
personal regard. I do not believe that he 
ever over-stepped the bounds of truth in 
them. The regard,, which he either said, 
fir gave you reason to believe, that he pos^ 
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aeased-rhe did. povcss. H« mfe mIL a oian 
<rf* iair ^Meohes and tHMbe pifMVfs ; ' but 
we^^ied lu8 wocds, and kept-bebiBd i^tber 
tfaao ootoui. hk §te]iagi^ I am nM eecitam 
that he might not mnetimes ipye oocanon 
to suspecl his faithfidncsi, by betig tbe 
ftiend of two paitifis whk^ w^tte iiot 
friendly to eadi other: but he was ho* 
nestly the friend of both, in ^ thesQ 
casest, and thought he. could serve both, 
yeawasserFingboth* Itisslippefygf^Qiidh^ 
a man must haire great ddtt, and laanrj^ 
lous command of hettrt and toog^e^. who 
can walk uprightly on these hot ashes. 1 
believe he did contrive to pneserveJus in* 
tegrity .even in diese diffieiilt eonfli^ 
though ' be had occasionafiy f^ the. appe.a]^• 
ance of the likeness" of duf^icity and ar« 
tifice. He meant to do good^ he- thought 
be was doing good: but there is great dan** 
ger of fomenting vanity^ setf^deception and 
self confidence in all such transactioiis^ and 
they often rsuse a suspicion in one or • both 
c^ the parties mofe immediately concerned, 
that the middle man is unsound. 

Mr. Robinson was s^dfast in his principles, 
feelings and habits. 
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He once Md :me, that he was ngt awarcf 
of havipg chbogad a single pdnt m Jik i^r 
ligious . i^ystera. since he commeQCed :bis ! i)9i4 
nistry. He saw: many; things moiejcleQiiy'^ 
and could^^ t3ra<;e' their cbm^ectioo meie/ bir«* 
moniously^ hut bis outline !i«!as thei tsame. 
The principle pervaided bi&/ wh^; meofaftl 
nism. One.year,. pne jfafealif# ojife day»:<wa» 
with him the counterpart of anothdr; bring-^ 
ing with it much the same degrtfe .of "ar- 
dour^ much the same d^go^ of aetiyity; 
much the same sense :of divibae tJiiDgs^^muoh 
of the same impressions fiiom without J 
do not know that he eva? permanently Icfef 
the friendship of a living friend. If we l^pok 
on the viaried scenes in which he jii^s^. called 
to act-*-if we regard ; the mOTbid mind '2^ 
well as morbid bod^.' we are; bein t€N-7ifiwe 
take into our account the kilkiehceiicQf po4 
litics^ neighbourhood, kindred, ,whispeaing8^' 
parish-naatters— it is more than! wd itoiiM 
expect that he should never 'blftve shad' a 
shyness wfth any whom he had kntiwri arid ' 
loved as dear friends. Biit I think I caai 
undertake' to say that, if distances and «e^ 
parations did from time to time iritervene 
where there had been union, there jvas,* on 
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his part^ no want of cordial esteem and 
affection totpirards those whom he had once 
held more &st» trusted in more deeply, and 
conversed with more familiarly. His out* 
skie was not always his insidcrin this better 
kind of dissimulation. He dierbhed in his 
bosom those whom his eyes seldom saw» 
whom his hands seldom pressed, and whom 
his lips seldom welconied. 

Mr. Robinson possessed much of what 
he greatly coveted, always strongly enforced 
upon, others, and oflen made the subject 
of his conversation and prayers— composure. 
His breast was not often ruffled : it was a 
rare thing indeed to see him agitated. In the 
pulpit, I do not say he never wanted a woni, 
but he never manifested the least embarrass- 
ment, nor do I believe that he of):en felt it. 
In conversation — in debate — on sudden 
emergencies, or on difficult occasions for 
which he had prepared himself^you gene- 
rally saw still waters, a stream <^f affections 
which flowed temperately and equably, 
neither outrunning his judgment nor dis- 
tracting his efforts; neither stopping his 
mouth, nbr confusing his expi^essiojns ; nei- 
ther impairing his comfort, 'nor diminishiog 



Of THE LIFE,&K. 461 



S. 



lus useMiiess. Could he. say. too mmh 
in piaise of this .tem()«r ? O how. xmmy 
iDJuries have been done to onr MasH 
ter!s , caiiBe^ throiu^h the wswt of. it I . ; His 
more than ordiiiary measijre.of it; arOs^Tery 
muqh.from th«t.la^t pijoperty which! ^}\ 
ascribe to his heart, > . : 

S^lf'govitrvment. To say ;that he had no 
evil affectiotiSri would be to unnjiaiirhipK^ 
He had^the seed.of^very. vice in him, 
as well as bis neigbJwur* , But :he did ; »f^ 
allow these: seeds to spi^ng up in thftii; 
rankftess.. He watcffeed. an;d priiyeji -he 
believed and strover— rtb^t. "the old man 
^ght die. in hinj,. tod,th*t thcs newijnaa 
might live, aiid reign in hina/' V Hespwed 
npt tohis fleshLbut to thespirit:", "tferoiigh 
the. spirit he. mortified the deeds of th^ 
body/* . Hei had th^t great property, of a ge^ 
(leral, he knew, his eftemy s force , as well a^ 
his own : he. had. put good arniour on, and 
knew hpw to gse it . You might »^^spn>^ 
of his i^ul^ if y;ou searched , for ^ tJiem-U 
sometime; perhaps iji^ithout ^ ae4|i^hr--but, i» 
general, he ** kept under, his , body'/ of sin,. 
V and.broi]ghtitint0 subjection:" an^, whenk 
you. came soberly, to consider him aijid.to 
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ir^gh fafim equitdbljr iii the bakooe, yott 
found so little to diseomtnetid and w mndi 
to prafie, that you wer6 alraort adbamed 
to ' tUink you should • hxfB dwdt upod 
hid littte Mots and hl^uiiiAcsi or even 
hare Wen them. Thus^ forexample, he 
was not wholly devoid of vanSty— how was 
it pbsfift))e that he ^lould be, with so many 
meentiv^ t6 k\ plaeed en -such an emn 
nence, land sfandi&g^on it so k>ng?-~He had 
soMie yemaiins^^f kiglMniitfdedbess — where 
theif^ istigoitr,'thi^ii& wis generally be height 
He ilid ikDt alw&y« shefW'the ''meelme» 
1^ Wisdom'' towards those wh« ventured 
to difier - fitmi him^— His cheerfol spirits 
somigtiiiles deg^MMiteddoto leFvity—4iseau^ 
tion int6 a]4iiB[ce^h»s desbei to concfliate 
iMo unreasiDOaUe fo#bes^^ am speaks 

mg haw, hot of the orcfiaary tenour of his 
Wtiy^ but ctf hii^ bCdd^oti^V deviations &can 
it. Iii gelierd, he k^i^iT, he satv; he exposed 
what was wr6ng}<^iHms€iif-^thoiigh I do not 
thiiA^ he woiuld qtike hjetve relished^ its 
being poittted <i\itt6t hitn by anfoth^^ ' No 
man, I believe, wfts more .conk^ious «f the 
power and presence of siii than he was; ^n* 
kmeiited it more deeply iii seeret Ne man 
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te6uld more truly say wbdt he said of him* 
sel^ *' all ' my life long*^— meiining all his 
christian Hfe — ^ I have been more afraid 
of sin than of shame/' It was truly his One 
object of iabhonfetoce and; enmity. 

: I 

** Fift he "wv^ final ftB jQu or I, - 

And evil felt within — 
But when he felt it beav'd a sigh-^ 
' ' And lioath'd the thought, of sin.'' 

' His tetter^ have fully eihiijited the strong 
and dee^i views which J^e entertained, of his 
ol<^n de^mvity : bot I willi add two : shcnrt 
testin^iOiiies tntfie* I e£{ii^6Sted. my surprise 
to him; oft^ti kx^easion when I faiad expected 
to find him- elated, howitwas^^tbiit he hadbeen 
preserved from A gr<rat de^ee of^high^^mind^ 
edness and self-sufficiency. '* Tw6 things/^ 
said he> " have kept tne down ; I have had a 
good deal of i6fili€ti<M>'fpom tim!e totirae in 
my family, but my own heart especially has 
kept me low. I could not be ' exalted above 
measure/ whilst I carried'Si:reh k plligue abbut 
withnie/* ^^Wi«n Ilooklwcfcupbrimylife,"^ 
said he, ''I^altl mdre^struckwitbibyfolly^tliati 
with any other j]«.rt of riiy depravity : that 
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I should be inclined over and over ag^ to 
the very same errors and sios^ of which 1 
have tasted the bitterness and experienced 
the unprofitableness so often/' 

My reader will perceive and allow, that I 
have not been his eulogist in this sketch 
which I have attempted of his character. 
I have not extenuated ought which I thought 
amiss; much. less have I ascribed to him an 
iota of good, which I do not honestly believe 
to have belonged to him. But having these 
qualities of the mind and heart, it can be 
no surprise to those who witnessed his steps 
to remember— to those who hear of him only 
by the hearing of the ear, to be informed— 
that the result of this holy combination in 
him was a singularly upright, beneficent and 
consistent conduct— a will consecrated to 
God, and a walk like Enoch's with Him, 
distinguished by peculiar energy, judgment, 
and consistency. 

Can I hesitate thea to hold him up for 
contemplation as a man of God? Can I 

doubt that he'was a faithful honoured s6r- 

■t. - 

vant of Jesus Christ? Csm I fear to say tof h«» 
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brother ministers, to his hearers, and to the 
church at large, " follow him — even as he also 
followed Christ?" Behold him, as the studious 
boy ! Give hito praise, as the ardent, ]«^ 
borioui, submissive academic!- See him 
disputing early with the doctors^ a theolo^ 
gian not in speculation only but in practice^ 
when he has scarcely put pn the gowii ! 
How does he relinquish ease — learning— high 
prospects— gratify ing society—name; friend* 
ships, luxury — that he may have '* the feet 
of one who bringeth glad tidings*'— who pub* 
liiheth peace to the unlettered and un- 
known! Meek under opposition, cautioui; 
in enterprise, firm under reproaches, when he 
has finished his work in the village, and hast 
a clear ^'nunc dimittis,'* he unfurls the stand- 
ard — the same standard — not a colour faded 
—in a nobler field — and ** by pureness, by 
knowledge, by long suffering, by kindness, 
by the Holy Ghost, by love , unfeigned, by 
the word of truth, by the power of God, by 
the armour of righteousness on the right 
hand and on the left, by honour and disr 
honour, by evil report and good report,*' 
collects a faithful band of followers from th* 
very heart of Satan's kingdom, and makes 

H H 
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religion — vital, heart-ruling godliness— ^not 
only tolerable, but even venerable and highly 
esteemed, where both the thing and the 
name had been trodden under foot. Many 
have gone to their graves in peace and hope 
through his ministry either directly or indi^ 
rectly experienced, who had once viewed 
him as little better than an itinerant empiric — 
a vender of nostrums— a false teacher — a 
fenatic— or an hypocrite. Many, who once 
loathed his voice and doctrine, have since 
learned to speak the same thing ; and are 
filled with consolations, as well as ** bowels of 
mercies,'' from the same heavenly source. 
Seed widely scattered has sprung up — *^good 
seed/' ** the children of the kingdom^' — 
'^ trees of righteousness, which the Lord hath 
planted.'' The air has been purified beyond 
the soil. His doctrine has enlightened, where 
it has not yet warmed. Benevolence has 
repaid his tribute with interest: the silver 
and the stones, which he brought forth and 
wrought into buildings of mercy, are now 
raising their voice to the praise of the efficacy 
of his principles — "the fathers to the children 
are making known his truth." Whence 
comes all this ? If the knowledge and mani- 
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iestation oi^ God's truth will effect it, why- 
do we not see it every day ? — ^The efficacy, 
under God, is ascribable to an energy which 
would make itself heard; to a judgment, 
which directed the voice to say the fittest 
things; and to a consistency of heart with 
tongue — of conduct with profession — " such 
as no man could gainsay or resist." 

Then study his character, all ye his be- 
loved friends and hearers — and especially 
all ye his brethren in the ministry — " till 
ye be changed into the same image/' Like 
him, enter into your closet and consider. 
Like him, determine resolutely to be God's 
in Christ Jesus. Like him, weigh things 
deliberately, hold them stedfastly, declare 
them firmly. Like him, "purify your heart 
by faith." Like him, get above the world* 
above self, above vanity. '* Go about doing 
good." " In meekness instruct those that 
oppose themselves." Be the same man to- 
day, to-morrow, next year, to the end of 
life; the same in adversity and in prosperity; 
in the vigour of youth, and in the weariness 
6f declining strength. 

Possibly these pages may fall into the 
hands of some who admired the man, but 
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not his principles. Ar^ you |Uf« you uq^- 
derstand his principles? what they were. a«d 
of Af hat nature? O endeavour to collect them 
from what is written: and consider tb^m 
again, if you have thought you knew them 
before ; now for the first time, if they b* 
strange to you. Yqm loved the man ! why 
you did not know the man, Wh^t is the trei^ 
without its sap ? the br$inch^ the leaf, the 
blossom, without the trunk and root ? Thar^ 
was,. 1 grant, something which you could 
not choose but love in him. His natural 
temper was benevolent, hi^ Widei^t^nding 
nianly, hi^ spirit free and lively. But wbsM; 
of all these ? Would they have mad? biro 
self-denying ? would tb^y b»ve bard^p^d 
him against temptation? would <;b^y b«v^ 
ppened blind eyes, j^nd hfialed di^^fts^^ 
hearts ? Qo study his qharacter airo^lb • Ywk 
will see that you bfd " touched oply the i)^w^ 
of his gai*m^nt/' You will $ee tb^t wh^X 
you had adpc^ired wa^ not tb^ t^pjtb, the 
thousandth part of his goodness : it wqs bwl 
the appendage and adjunct, pot tb^ ^sa^fff 
of his virtue. It was hi^ religious pfio<Qi|i|Q^ 
wbich made him what ym a4n^f«d ; ^nd 
it was the firmtoess aijld si^Q|iUci|ly wMb 
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:whicl» be hel<i ih^U forth 9oA maDifesd^ 
ikiim, that ^v«^ bim his ^mioeDce «^<»<>t)g^ 
j^if! equals. 

. JBut wbat if you have .hitherto oiejilihi^ 
)qve4 the man,. nor eared for his prineipk^^ 

« * 

My reader t . <;haracteT8 Hkfe thiis^, are «!&• 
hibii;ed by. the Alnajgbty .JVfokwJn ^niall 
DiirnbQfs, tbat evety ag^may bare ifai Uvija|f 
If Hness^s to tb^ trtrth { a»4 isnfty be kft iii^itfe- 

out excuse, if it reject their testimony. The 
day is coming, in which the scoffer, the 
hypocrite and the careless, indifferent spec- 
tator, will be called severally to give account 
of this talent, as well as the honest, admir- 
ing follower of Jesus Christ and of those who 
have borne his image. O improve this 
talent, lest you be cast out with the unpro* 
fitable servant! Study the history, the 

MINISTRY, the WRITINGS, the CHARACTER, 

the FAMILIAR LETTERS here set before 
you ! Ask yourself in secret, does not this 
look as if the scripture were true ? If it be 
true, I should expect to see and hear of 
such characters — if it be not true, I cannot 
account for their existence. 

Then pursue this fact to its conclusions. 
Search the scriptures — obey God— be made 
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like his servant! So shall you meet him 
with thanksgivings, when you stand together 
at the same dread judgment-seat. Instead 
of being a ** swift witness" against your in- 
fidelity to your ruin, he shall be a partaker 
and "fellow helper of your joy/' God shall 
behold you amongst the children whom He 
has given him: you shall form a part of his 
glory^ joy^ and crown ! Amen and Amen ! 



THE END. 
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